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Louisiana
elections
scheduled for
November

BATON
ROUGE, La.
— Louisiana
has rescheduled
its fall elections
because of Hur-
ricane Ida’s far-
reaching dam-
age, estimates
of weeks-long I Secretary

power outages of State

and wide dis- ™ Kyje Ardoin
placement of

residents across
the southeastern parishes.

Secretary of State Kyle Ar-
doin announced that Gov. John Bel
Edwards agreed toreschedule the
election dates. The statewide elec-
tion scheduled for Nov. 13,and a
runoff as needed will be scheduled
for Dec. 11.

Ardoin thanked Edwards in
a statement.

“This will allow our staff and
local partners more time to prop-
erly prepare for a statewide elec-
tion while ensuring the integrity
of our election processes and that
our voters’ traditional voting habits
are as undisturbed as possible,”
Ardoin said.

The fall ballot has a statewide
proposal to overhaul Louisiana’s
income tax structure, along with
several special elections to fill va-
cant legislative seats and municipal
elections in New Orleans, including
the mayor’s race.

Mayor Broome Proclaims
October Cybersecurity
Awareness Month

BATON ROUGE, La. -
Mayor-President Sharon Weston
Broome proclaimed October 2021
Cybersecurity Awareness Month,
marking the start of a monthlong
focus on educating City-Parish em-
ployees and Baton Rouge residents
on the importance of being smart
and secure while online.

“Over the past several years,
Baton Rouge has become a leading
digital city — both internally when
it comes to City-Parish operations
and externally in how we serve our
residents,” said Mayor Broome. “As
our community and world becomes
increasingly digital, hackers and
bad actors are similarly on the rise.
Cybersecurity Awareness Month
serves as a helpful reminder of how

See GYBERSEGURITY, on page 1
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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

grow In East Baton Rouge

“We have to be
educated on what
those warning signs
are and what they
represent.

Domestic violence is
a very complex
situation, it's not
easy to walk away
from. It's easy
getting in, but it's
s0 hard to walk
away from,” says
Twahna Harris.

" OCTOBER

2D MESTIC
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AWARENESS MONTH

Louisiana law
enforcement
and support
groups remind
victims that
there is help for
their situation

BATON ROUGE, La.—On
average, nearly 20 people per
minute are physically abused
by a partner in the U.S. That’s
according to the National Coali-
tion Against Domestic Violence.

It’s not always an easy
situation to get out of, that was
something Ashley Rankins expe-

quick move and leave because
you don’t want to fail. You know,
you don’t want to be a victim and

afailure at the
same time,”
explains
Rankins.

It’s why
Rankins
reached out
to The But-
terfly Soci-

rienced after being in an abusive Twahna ety, where
relationship for 13 years. P Harris I she was able

“You really have to build up to get help
resources, and you know help to leave that
before you actually just make a relationship,

that’s where she found a sup-

See DOMESTIC, on page 7
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BR Economy quickly recovering from Pandemic

Thousands of jobs expected
to be added in 2022

BATON ROUGE, La. — The Baton Rouge re-
gion is among the fastest recovering areas from the
Covid-19 job losses over the last year.

According to the Louisiana Economic Forecast,
the Baton Rouge region is coming back faster than
the state as a whole and is expected to be back to
pre-pandemic employment levels in 2022.

“By June we were 58% recovered, by the end
of this year we think Baton Rouge will be 81% re-
covered, which means this year we will be up almost
10,000 jobs,” said Dr. Loren Scott, an economist who
helped develop the economic forecast.

Scott said by the end of 2022 the region should
see more jobs that it has ever seen, saying nearly
415,000 jobs should be open. That is up from a 2015
high of 400,000.

Leading the charge for the jobs are traditional
giants in the petrochemical and oil and gas industry.
It is estimated that $7 billion will be invested in the
Captial Region. Companies like Mitsubishi and Gron

Fuels are expected to build new plants, adding hun-
dreds of jobs, jobs that include high paying wages
of $80,000-$100,000 per year.

The single largest contributor to regions recovery
is Amazon according to the report. The eCommerce
giant is building a large regional distribution center.
It’s estimated to create at least 1,400 jobs but could
bring more. The center is on top of another fulfillment
center in West Baton Rouge Parish that has created
several hundred jobs.

“We’ve had the invasion of the Amazons,” Scott
said. “This thing was huge for us.”

Road and flooding projects also play a large
role in the outlook. More than a billion is currently
being spent on flood mitigation projects such as the
Comite River Diversion Canal and the clearing of
canals and creeks across the region. Scott said on
top of creating construction jobs and investing in
the region, it should help lower insurance rates for
thousands of businesses and homeowners.

Scott warns this progress could be stymied
though, saying significant increases in taxes or
regulation by the federal government could place
constraints on businesses.

Gov. Edwards, officials
urge public to get
COVID-19 hoosters

and flu shots

“Today, | took both my flu shot and
my COVID-19 booster shot, because

I want to protect myself and the

people around me from spreading
both of these illnesses this fall and
winter,” said Gov. John Bel Edwards,

Gov. John Bel Edwards,
Louisiana Department of Health
Secretary Dr. Courtney Phillips,
and Louisiana State Health Of-
ficer Dr. Joseph Kanter went
sleeves up at the Baton Rouge
General Hospital to get their flu
shots and — if they were eligible
—their COVID-19 booster doses.

It is safe, effective, and ef-
ficient for people to get their flu
shots when they get their COVID-
19 booster doses if they are eli-
gible for a booster. Currently,
the CDC reports that nearly 46
percent of Louisianans are fully
vaccinated against COVID and
52 percent, more than 2.4 mil-
lion people, have taken at least
one dose of the COVID vaccine.

“Today, I took both my
flu shot and my COVID-19
booster shot, because I want to
protect myself and the people
around me from spreading

both of these ill-
nesses this fall

and
winter,”
said Gov.
John Bel
Edwards,
who has now
been fully vac-

cinated against COVID-
19 and the flu. “Each year,

Gov. John
I Bel Edwards

Medical
experts say
t's safe to
get aflu and
COvID-19
vaccines

at the

same time

See this
story on
PAGE 7

and ONLINE

thousands of Louisianans get the flu and

hundreds may even die from it. Thankfully,

we have very safe, easy-to-get flu shots so that we can
slow the spread. Right now, Louisiana is hopefully over
its fourth COVID-19 surge and COVID hospitalizations
are dropping each day. That is good news, but we can-
not afford to have a bad flu season on top of our current
COVID caseload. So, please, get your flu shot. Do it
this month if you haven’t already. Bring your kids to
get theirs as well. Together, we can keep ourselves and

our communities healthy.”

“The best way to protect our children this flu season
is to make sure they get their annual flu shot, and that we

See SHOTS, on page 3

Congressional Black Caucus
issues statement on AT&T’s
support for QAN Network

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Congtessio-
nal Black Caucus Chairwoman Joyce Beatty
(OH-03) issued the following statement on
AT&T’s support for OAN Network:

“It has been brought to our attention
AT&T, a long-time supporter of CBC-
affiliated initiatives, has been identified as a
primary sponsor of the far-right, anti-dem-
ocratic, hatred-peddling organization One
America News Network (OAN). AT&T’s

support of OAN is in direct opposition to I CBC Chair

its claims of embracing and valuing di-

Joyce Beatty

versity, equity, and inclusion. As members
of the Congressional Black Caucus, we
find these allegations appalling and call
on AT&T to respond immediately. We will not yield in our
dedication to combating any attempt to circumvent demo-

See NETWORK, on page 3
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19TH ANNUAL

GALA

ON THE BLUFF

A SCHOLARSHIP FUNDRAISER

OCTOBER 22, 2021

CROWNE PLAZA EXECUTIVE CENTER - BATON ROUGE
4728 CONSTITUTION AVE. BR,LA70808

Doors Open @ 7:30 pm | Semi-Formal Attire
GOOD FOOD ® GOOD MUSIC ® GREAT CAUSE
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AND THE TIME
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BR preparing
for 19th
Annual Gala
On The Bluff

Morris Day and
The Time this
year Headlined
performer

BATON ROUGE, La—
Southern University is well
known for putting on some very
prestigious events for its students,
alumni, and supporters. Every year
the university’s School of Business
holds its Gala on the Bluff (GOTB)
Fundraiser which is a signature
event and is the college's primary
scholarship fundraising initiative.
Over the past 18 years, the fund-
raiser has been awarded to incom-
ing freshmen and existing students
with over $650,000 in support.
The semi-formal event challenges
elite’s to put on their best attire
while enjoying live performances.
This year’s performers are sure
to get the crowd moving with the
popular music sounds of Morris
Day and The Time. Attended by
more than 600 guests each year,
the GOTB acknowledges deserv-
ing students who demonstrate the
need for assistance to help pursue
their dreams of earning a college
education.

The success of the annual
Scholarship Gala is driven by the
generosity of our community part-
ners and friends. We encourage
sponsorships to make a difference
for current and future generations
by helping to sponsor this event
and/or attending.

This event was derived by
members of the College of Busi-
ness Advisory Council in 2002 as
a way to build institutional aware-
ness. The Gala on the Bluff Fund-
raiser will be held on October 22,
2021, at 7:30 PM CST and will be
located at the Crown Plaza Hotel
in Baton Rouge, LA. To purchase
a sponsored ticket you may contact
Southern University’s College of
Business Department by calling
(225)-771-5640. Event tickets are
also available at www.galaonthe-
bluff.com

READER
INFORMATION

General Information 225-775-2002
Email brweeklypress@yahoo.com

The office is open 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Monday - Friday and located at 4910 Mon-
ticello Blvd. Baton Rouge, LA 70814

The Baton Rouge Weekly Press strives to
be fair and accurate. The newspaper cor-
rects any significant errors of fact brought
to the attention of the editor. If you
think an error has been made, call
225-775-2002

Che Meekly Yress

Newspaper is a published weekly in Baton
Rouge and distributed every Thursday with
a circulation of 7,500. Subscription rates
are $65.00 per year for Louisiana residents;
$72.00 for one year for out-of-state residents;
half price for six months subscription: and
$1.00 per single copy.

Allmoney orders or checks should be made
payable to The Baton Rouge Weekly Pres
4910 Montecello Blvd.

Baton Rouge, La. 70814

Phone: (225) 775-2002
E-Mail brweeklypress@yahoo.com
Office Hours: Monday-Friday
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Closed Saturday, Sunda

EMAIL YOUR NEWS AND
INFRMATION TO
brweeklypress@yahoo.com
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Subaru of
BR Donates
$100 to CAA
for Every Pet
Adopted in
October

Companion Animal Alli-
ance partners with Subaru of
Baton Rouge this October to help
hardest-to-adopt shelter animals
find loving homes with a donation
incentive.

Companion Animal Alliance
is hosting a month-long pet adop-
tion event with Subaru of Baton
Rouge to help all shelter pets find
loving homes, especially the "un-
derdogs" including the hard-to-
adopt, older, deaf, and blind pets.
As an incentive to adopt, Subaru
of Baton Rouge is donating $100
to CAA for every pet adopted in

the month of October.

"Subaru has 5 main pillars
that go with the brand and our
community involvement. Subaru
Loves the Earth, Subaru Loves
Learning, Subaru Loves to Help,
Subaru Loves to Care, and of

course, Subaru Loves Pets. We
love doing what we can in our
community to help local animal
shelters. We know Companion
Animal Alliance is one of the
largest shelters in Baton Rouge
so we want to do our part and

help to get some animals adopted
this October," Kaci Melancon,
Subaru of Baton Rouge.
Please contact Emily Jack-
son, ejackson@caabr.org, to
request additional information.

La. State Museum
presents Green Book
exhibit programs

BATON ROUGE, La. —
The Louisiana State Museum
is presenting programs every
Thursday this month to go with an
exhibit about “The Negro Motor-
ist Green Book™ — the guidebook
that sparked the Oscar-winning
movie “Green Book.”

The exhibit opened in Au-
gust and ends Nov. 14 at the
Capitol Park Museum, the only
Louisiana site to show the exhibi-
tion by the Smithsonian Institu-
tion Traveling Exhibition Service,
officials said in a news release.

This week’s “Green Book
After Hours” program is about
civil rights in Louisiana. A “Pecha
Kucha Night where presenters

See PROGRAMS, on page 6

Louisiana’s US Sen. John Kennedy
draws Democratic opponent

BATON ROUGE, La.
— A commercial airline pilot
and military veteran announced
Tuesday that he’ll try to un-
seat U.S. Sen. John Kennedy
in Louisiana’s 2022 election.

Luke Mixon, a 42-year-
old Democrat who lives in
Baton Rouge, said he’s trying
to keep Kennedy from a sec-
ond six-year term because he
doesn’t believe the Republican
senator has been representing
Louisiana’s interests in Wash-
ington.

“Our infrastructure is
crumbling and communities
are flooding, but Sen. Kennedy
voted against billions of dol-

lars to improve our roads and
protect Louisiana communities
from natural disasters,” Mixon
said in a statement. “Health
care costs are bankrupting fam-
ilies, yet Sen. Kennedy voted
to end coverage for over half
amillion hard-working people
in our state.”

Mixon graduated from
the U.S. Naval Academy
and piloted naval jets for
17 years, including deploy-
ments to Afghanistan, Iraq
and Syria, according to his
campaign announcement. He
ended his military service in
February, after working as the
commanding officer of a Navy

fighter squadron based in New
Orleans.

Kennedy, Louisiana’s
former state treasurer, is a
formidable foe.

Polls show Kennedy is
popular with voters, and he
reported more than $8.6 mil-
lion in his campaign account
in the latest finance reports
filed with the Federal Election
Commission. Former President
Donald Trump, who received
58% of the vote in Louisiana
for the 2020 presidential elec-
tion, has endorsed Kennedy’s
reelection bid.

The U.S. Senate election
is scheduled for Nov. 8,2022.

The 8th Annual BR
Mini Maker Faire

Join us for the 8th Annual
Baton Rouge Mini Maker Faire,
family-friendly showcase of inven-
tion, creativity, and resourceful-
ness! This year’s weeklong hybrid
event, lasting October 18 - 23, will
celebrate makers, library maker-
spaces, and folks with a passion
to learn new skills through inter-
active workshops, grab & geaux
crafts, an outdoor maker market,
a showcase of robotics excellence,
and a celebration of terrible robots
fighting sumo style! Learn new
skills through makerspace work-
shops at branch libraries across
the EBR starting Monday, October
18! Fabric bookmarks, electron-
ics take-aparts, lasercutting, 3D
printing, Cricut demos, and more!

Explore YOUR libraries’
makerspaces to start your journey
towards creation and innovation!
View the complete schedule and
register today at batonrouge.mak-
erfaire.com. Then on Saturday,
October 23, join us from 10 a.m.
until 2 p.m. at the Main Library
at Goodwood, 7711 Goodwood
Blvd., for an outdoor maker mar-
ket, grab & geaux crafts for all
ages, a live performance from
Minos the Saint, and two spe-
cial robotics events. Minos the
Saint will be playing at noon in
the plaza featuring their original
music from their Classical/Cajun/
Zydeco/Latin jazzy roots! We’ll
start with “America’s Next Top
Robot,” a robot fashion show of

SHOTS from page 1

as their parents get ours,” said
Louisiana Department of Health
Secretary Dr. Courtney Phillips.
“It’s why it’s so important to me
that I am here today with my

NETWORK from page 1

cratic principles, disenfranchise
American voters, and marginalize
Black communities. We will con-

epic proportions showcasing area
school robotics teams and end the
day with a sumo-style robot fight
called "Hebocon!" Hebocon comes
from the Japanese word “Heboi”
which means “clumsy, unskillful,
bungling, poor, and bad," so this
competition is all about creating
terrible robots for fun! All Hebo-
con “robots” will be comprised
of recyclable materials, torn apart
toys, and random electronics put
together by YOU the public. No
experience with robotics? No
problem!

This event is geared towards
folks that have NO EXPERIENCE
with robotics and all “high tech”
robots will be graded on a curve.
Can't make it in-person? Watch the
live stream of America's Next Top
Robot & Hebocon at facebook.
com/EBRPL. Seating is limited
and registration is required to at-
tend all makerspace workshops
and robotics events. Find the full
schedule of events, apply for the
outdoor maker market, and register
for workshops and robotics events
at batonrouge.makerfaire.com For
more information, send an email
to makerfaire@ebrpl.com.

For more information about
the 8th Annual Baton Rouge Mini
Maker Faire, call (225) 231-3750.
To learn about any of the Library’s
other programs, events and re-
sources, visit us online at www.
ebrpl.com.

son, Langston, getting our an-
nual flu shots together. He’s not
yet eligible for the COVID-19
vaccine but this is one important
step in keeping him safe while
we respond to both the flu and
COVID-19.”

tinue to demand accountability and
transparency in our efforts to uplift
and preserve diversity, equity, and
inclusion at levels and across all
industries. This is Our Power and
Our Message!

Email: AgnesAndrews@Allstate.com
www.allstateagencies.com/agnesandrews

Insurance Agent/Owner

214 S. Acadian Thruway
Baton Rouge LA 70806

Phone: 225.383.0877
Fax: 225.383.0877
Claims: 225.383.0877

WEVE GOT YOU COVERED

I can help you protect more than youd expect. I also have lots of ways
to help you save when you bundle your polices. Get the savings you
deserve. Call or stop by my office for a free quote.

y/

Alistate

You're in good hands.

Mayfair Park Oct.7

SWAMP HAUNTED HIKES

Oct.8+15+22 | 6 p.m.

Hooper Road Park
Oct.9 | 8a.m.-1p.m.

NEIGHBORHOOD MOVIE IN THE PARK
North Sherwood Forest Community Park Oct.1

Anna T. Jordan Community Park Oct.8

Bluebonnet Swamp Nature Center

HOOPER HALLOWEEN TRAIL RUN

MOVIE IN THE PARK: ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW

CAMP-IN’

North Sherwood Forest Community Park
Oct. 16 | 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

SPOOKY SPECTRUM
Highland Road Park Observatory
Oct. 16 | 6-10 p.m.

BOO AT THE 200

BREC’s Baton Rouge Zoo

Oct. 16 + 17 + 23 + 24

9:30 a.m.-4 p.m. | Grounds close at 5 p.m.

TRICK & TREAT: ART UNLEASHED

Greenwood Community Park
Oct.9 | 8-10 p.m.

TEEN POP UP & UNPLUG

Zachary Community Park
Oct.9 | 11am.-1p.m.

SATURDAY MORNING STUDIO: THE COLORS OF KENTE
Milton J. Womack Park
Oct.9 | 10:30 a.m.-noon

SUNSHINE SOCIAL: CAST A SPELL
Milton J. Womack Park Oct.15 | 6-9 p.m.

GEAUX FISH CATFISH RODEO

Zachary Community Park
Oct.16 | 7:30 a.m.-noon

“B00"VIE : MOVIE IN THE PARK
Zachary Community Park Oct. 16
Howell Community Park Oct. 30
5-8:30 p.m. | Movie begins at dusk

Forest Community Park
Oct. 22 | 5-9 p.m.

GREAT FAMILY CAMP OUT

Forest Community Park
Oct. 23+ 24 | 3p.m.-10 am.

E-SPORTS TOURNAMENT: MADDEN NFL 22
Red Oaks Park Oct. 23 | noon

JACK-EAUX-LANTERNS

Zachary Community Park Oct. 25
Greenwood Community Park Oct. 27
4:30-6:30 p.m.

PUMPKIN PADDLE PARADE
Milford Wampold Memorial Park
Oct. 28 | 5:30-7 p.m.

FULL MOON FETE + TRUNK AND TREAT

Forest Community Park
Oct.29 | 4p.m.

BREC does not discriminate on the basis of race, creed, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, religion, veteran status or sexual orientation in its programs and activities.
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Registration is open for spring and summer 2022 classes at Baton Rouge Community College

BRCC opens registration for in-person, online, and hybrid class options for upcoming semesters

P |
bato}ou

COMMUNITY COLLEG

BATON ROUGE, LA - Gen-
eral registration is open to cur-
rent and new students for 2022
spring and summer classes at
Baton Rouge Community Col-
lege. BRCC offers associate
degrees, transfer opportunities
to four-year institutions, career
training, and technical training
programs. The college presents
a great opportunity for students
to earn a degree and enter the
workforce, start their higher
education journey, take classes
that can transfer to their current
four-year college or university,
or restart their college education.
Financial Aid is available and
counselors are ready to assist
with the registration process.
To register, visit MyBRCC .edu,
call 1-866-217-9823, or visit the
BRCC Bienvenue Student Cen-

ter, 201 Community College Dr,
where staff members are available
to help students determine a path
forward and assist them with any
needed advising, financial aid, or
counseling services.

During the spring and summer
semesters, students can take classes
that fit their lifestyle and offer the
flexibility that many need during
the current pandemic. BRCC of-

fers in-person, online, and hybrid
classes.

BRCC has been serving the
community for more than 23
years and is accredited by the
Commission on Colleges of the
Southern Association of Colleges
and Schools. The BRCC cam-
pus locations include: Mid City
Campus, Acadian Site, Ardendale
Site, Central Site, Frazier Site,

Local governments in Baton Rouge
area work together to fight mosquitos

BATONROUGE, La.-Rainis
one of the things people in southeast
Louisiana live with. And with that,
comes mosquitos.

“We can’t control all of these
mosquitos, we’re always going to
have mosquitos as long as we have
water,” Randy Vaeth, with Baton
Rouge Mosquito Abatement and
Rodent Control, said.

Vaeth said they work with sur-
rounding parishes, like Ascension
and West Baton Rouge, to keep the
mosquito population under control.

“Our job is to protect the public
from the nuisance biting mosquitos
and the disease-carrying mosqui-
tos,” Vaeth said.

But one Ascension Parish resi-
dent wishes more would be done to
protect her backyard from poten-
tially harmful chemicals.

“It’s unfortunate that that much
has to be done in preparation and
not everyone’s going to do that,”
Bailey Simon-Sherman said.

She said she thinks more natu-

CYBERSECURITY from page 1

imperative it is for us to take daily
actions to secure our data, protect
our information, safeguard our ac-
counts and ensure our residents
don’t become victims of cyber-
attacks.”

Residents can visit the City-
Parish’s website to learn more
about staying “Red Stick Ready”
when it comes to protecting against
potential cyber threats by visiting:
brla.gov/cybersecurity.

The City-Parish will share
other tips and resources throughout
October on social media, which
residents can access by follow-
ing the City-Parish on Facebook,
Twitter and Nextdoor.

City-Parish officials are im-
plementing a robust internal em-
ployee education and training pro-
gram to reinforce the importance
of employees remaining vigilant
against potential cyber-attacks.

The City-Parish will host its
annual Cybersecurity Symposium
on Oct. 19-20. The virtual event
will feature expert speakers and
local, state and federal officials
sharing knowledge and best prac-
tices that can benefit public sector
agencies throughout Louisiana.
Any public officials interested in
attending can register at: brla.gov/
cybersymposium.

ral preventative measures can be
used.

“Especially around big storms
like this, if we take preventative
measures ahead of hurricane sea-
son, year-round so that when we’re
helping people recover from their
homes they aren’t having to pro-
tect,” Sherman said.

But Vaeth said with the West

Nile virus infecting one in 150
people a year, spraying and taking
your own preventative measures
will help prevent illness.

You can get your own yard
sprayed in Ascension Parish by
signing up on their website at
http://www.ascensionparish.net/
mosquito-control/

"il-|-ﬁ

JIELOORINGE

For over 20 years Gerard Flooring has served Baton Rouge
and surrounding areas. Let us transform your existing flooring
into something you can be proud to show your neighbors,
friends or business associates. After all, first impressions
are lasting so why not make a good one? We can help!

Let us Take Care of One of Your
Most Important Investments

NOLA Lending Group offers:

¢ Conventional Loans

e Jumbo Mortgages

e FHA - Federal Housing Administration Loans
e VA - Department of Veterans Affairs Loans

e RD - Rural Development Loans®

e Mortgage Refinances

¢ Condominium Financing

SPEAK TO A NOLA LENDING GROUP LOAN OFFICER TODAY!

BATON ROUGE OFFICE: 225.291.2100

A NOLA

LENDING GROUP

1. Available in select markets.

The services and products advertised are not approved or endorsed by HUD, USDA, the Department
of Veterans Affairs, or any government agency. This does not constitute an offer to lend. All loans

are subject to credit approval. Not all applicants will qualify for all products offered. All loan
programs, terms and interest rates are subject to change without notice. Co. NMLS# 488639

A Division of Fidelity Bank
NOLALending.com

E FIDELITV BANK

BankWithFidelity.com

Member

I DIC EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

Jackson Site, New Roads, and
Port Allen Site.

BRCC has several options
available for the upcoming spring
and summer semesters.

SPRING 2022

There are four spring sessions
available: The 16-Week Semester
(Jan. 10 to May 7), the 1st 7-Week
Semester (Jan. 10 to March 3); the
2nd 7-Week Semester (March 7 to
May 7), and the 12 Week Semester
(Feb. 7 to May 7).

SUMMER 2022

There are three summer ses-
sions available: The 8-Week Se-
mester (May 31 to July 21),the 1st
4-Week Semester (May 31 to June
23); and the 2nd 4-Week (June 27
to July 21).

Some of the available fields of
study, include: Accounting, Avia-
tion Maintenance, Automotive &
Diesel Technology, Business, Busi-
ness Technology, Computer Sci-
ence, Construction Management,
Criminal Justice, Early Childhood

Development, Entertainment Tech-
nology, General Sciences, Liberal
Arts LA Transfer Degrees (AA/
AS), Nursing & Allied Health,
Paralegal Studies, Pre-Engineering,
Process Technology, Sonography,
Teaching, Veterinary Technology,
Workforce Training, and High
School Equivalency Preparation.
For more information on
available courses or a field of study,
please call, email, or chat with col-
lege representatives: mybrcc.edu/
about_brcc/contact.php.

INJURED IN A CAR WRECK?
INJURED BY AN 18 WHEELER?
INJ URED IN A MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENT?

CALL THE MCMANUS LAW OFFICE AND GET ALL YOU DESERVE

Charles C. McManus

ATTORNEY AT LAW

8520 Scotland Ave, Suite C ¢ Baton Rouge, La. 70807
charlesmcmanus@mcmanuslawoffice.brcoxmail.com
www.charlesmcmanus.com ¢ Phone225-774-5771

If this
happens to
you call

ATTORNEY
McMANUS

«15min  $25.00
*30min  $35.00
«60min $43.75

. e
=P[R AISES
YOUR GLOBAL INSPIRATION STATION

LISTEN LIVE! WWW.247PRAISERADIO.COM

LET US HELP YOU REACH
THOSANDS IN THE 247 PRAISE RADIO
COMMUNITY AND BEYOND

®

Broadcast Rates

4 broadcast per month $100
4 broadcast per month $140
4 broadcast per month $175

CALL FOR MORE DETAILS 225.77 5.2002

These special rates are
exclusive to the BR Weekly
Press advertising partner.
TheBR Weekly Press is an
official representative and
media partner of

247 Parise Radio.com

MILLIONS
OF LISTENERS
PER HOUR

NOMINATED

GOSPEL INTERNET RADIO STATION OF THE YEAR

ALWAYS CRYSTAL GLEAR 24/7 NO MATTER WHERE

YOU ARE IN THE CITY, STATE , GOUNTRY OR IN THE WORLD
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RELIGION

Lifetime Greenlights ‘Highway To Heaven’ Reboot Starring Jill Scott & Barry Watson

Lifetime is taking on a beloved
classic by greenlighting Highway
to Heaven as an event movie series.

Jill Scott who serves as an
executive producer also stars as
the new angel Angela who comes
down to Earth to help people in
times of crisis. Barry Watson has
also been cast in the movie series
as Junior High principal Bruce to
whom Angela reveals her true self.

Inspired by the *80s drama
series that ran for more than 100
episodes between 1984 and 1989,
Highway to Heaven is being made
in cooperation with Cindy Landon
and the Michael Landon Estate. The
reboot’s aim is to inspire hope and
community as it addresses current
social and emotional issues with a
constant theme of love and kind-
ness.

The movie series reunites Scott
and Watson with Lifetime after their
previous projects with the network
including Flint, Steel Magnolias,
and A Very Nutty Christmas among
others. “The original Highway to
Heaven was appointment viewing
for millions and in a time when we
need those messages of hope the

continued to flex her skills outside of music with plenty of successful acting appearances. The latest of those will be in
the upcoming lifetime movie “Highway to Heaven” in which she will star.

most, we are excited to bring back
the iconic series in a new way,”
said Tanya Lopez, Executive Vice
President, Scripted Programming,
Lifetime & LMN.

“Having worked with Jill

previously for some of Lifetime’s
most celebrated movies, we know
she is the perfect actor to bring her
passion and brilliance to this role,”
Lopez continued. “T just love her...
Jill amplifies everything she touches

in ways that make her pop off the
screen. And the addition of Barry
was just icing on the cake. I believe
we have assembled a dynamic new
duo with both Jill and Barry at the
helm.”

Victor French and Michael Landon in ‘Highway to Heaven’

The first movie sees Angela
posing as a school counselor where
Bruce works as she intervenes in the
lives of troubled student Cody (Ben
Daon) and his father Jeff (Robert

Moloney) after the loss of Cody’s
mom Melissa (Ashley Ross). Catch
afirst look at the movie series with
the trailer, below, and stay tuned
for Highway to Heaven'‘s return
this fall.

BRWEEKLYPRESS CHURCH & PLACES TO WORSHIP

DIRECTORY

Reach Thousands Weekly. Call 225-775-2002
to take advantage of our special rates

NEW RISING SUN
BAPTIST CHURCH

16444 Highland Road ¢ Baton Rouge, LA 70810
Church: 225.302.5062
Home: 225.654.8947  Cell: 225.572.7036

Sunday School...........ccccviueicivireicncnnne. 11:00 am
12 Noon
4th Sunday
Bible Class Tuesday ..........cccooeveuviniuennns 7:00 pm

Worship
Communion

Bishop Ernest Mills

& Evangelist Yvonne Mills reveeennn 7:30 am

Saturday Prayer Service ..........cccc.....

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as
ing one another: and so much the more, as ye see the ¢

hing. - Hebrews 10:25

of some; but exhort-

DISCIPLES OUTREACH

M I NI S TRY
| 2032 Gore Rd, » Baton Rouge, LA 70807
& Sunday Service........coeeevereennenns 9:00 am
/| Sunday School........ccccoeveiverinennns 8:00 am
Bible Studay .........cccoeveueuence Mon.7:00 pm
N Saturday Sabbath ................. Sat. 11:00 am

Bishop Thelma Pearl Senior Pastor
Bishop Michael Pearl, Assistant Pastor

Good Shepherd Full Gospel B.C.

The People’s Church
2865 Mission Drive ® Baton Rouge, 70805 # Telephone (225)356-5873
Bishop H. Hayes, Pastor

Hour of Power ....

Sunday Scho

Church Service
Communion Service

Bible Study Wednesday
Sister/Brotherhood Meeting

..12 Noon Each Wednesday

. 6:00pm

CAMPHOR MEMORIAL

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
8742 Scenic Highway - Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807
Telephone: (225) 775-4106 * Fax: (225) 615-8359
Rev. Kermit Curtis “KC” Roberson, M.Div., MPA Senior Pastor

Sunday SChOO] .......cvuiiiiiiiieiceeeeee e 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service.............. Ist, 3rd. & 4th Sundays ........... 10:55 a.m.
Contemporary Worship ......... 2nd & 5th Sunday.........c....... 8:00 a.m

(And any Sunday that falls on a Holiday)
Bible Study........ Wednesday, Men’s Mid-Day Study....... 12:00 p.m.
Disciple Bible Study................. Wednesday ........cccceevenuene 5:30 p.m.
Prayer Ministry........cccocccevenenenn Tuesday ......cccoevveeerecnnee 6:00 p.m.

4524 East Brookstone Drive
Baton Rouge, LA 70805
www.occbr.org
See Website for Service
and Streaming Live Times

BISHOP CHARLES E. WALLACE, PASTOR

Kingdom Life Family Center

Sundays at 10am
Wednesday Inspirational
Service 7pm

¢ Youth ministry every Sunday and Wednesday
e Women's Ministry 2nd Saturday's

KINGDOM LIFE

BISHOP DESIGNATE DOROTHY DANIEL
SENIOR PASTOR

8894 AIRLINE HWY. BATON ROUGE, LA 70815
www.kingdomlifebr.com

TEAM IMPACT CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

EQUIPPING ORDINARY PEOPLE FOR EXTRA-ORDINARY MINISTRY

If you are looking for an accredited Christian University that
). offers Spirit-anointed courses at all levels then Team Impact
2\ Christian University is for you!

Through our campus in Baton Rouge and online programs,
you have access to numerous courses - from Certificate in
Ministry all the way through to our Doctor of Ministry Degree.

Enrollment Year Round Most credits transferable Accredited

8894 Airline Hwy. Baton Rouge, LA 70815
562.756.1490 + dorothystewart90@yahoo.com

NEED A RIDE

WE'RE CONNECTING YOU
TO WHAT MATTERS!

CATS

CAPITAL AREA TRANSIT SYSTEM

CAN GET
YOU THERE!

The Capital Area Transit System, commonly
referred to as CATS, provides bus service
to residents of and visitors to Baton Rouge,
Louisiana. CATS operates 25 bus lines,
helping people get to the places
where they live, work, play and worship.
The agency provides more than
2 million rides each year.

WWW.BRCATS.COM
FOR FARES & SCHEDULES

NEW BIRTH

FULL GOSPEL MINISTRIES

1283 Rosenwald Road
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807

Bishop L. J. Payne, Pastor

'"THE NEW LIFE' Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.
— 2 Corinthians 5:17

SUNDAY SUNDAY
WORSHIP SCHOOL
Every Sunday Every Sunday
at 11:30 AM. at 9:30 A M.
HOLY HOUR OF
COMMUNION POWER

| Every 3rd Sunday Every Friday

=1 at 11:30 AM. at 12 NOON

ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH

Dr. Donald R. Ruth, Pastor
820 New Rafe Mayer Road
Baton Rouge, LA 70807
Phone: 225-775-9756

Web Address: saintjohnbc.org

Dr. Donald Ruth, Pastor

Worship Times:

CrossWalk Classes: Sundays 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM
Sunday Worship Experience: 11:00 AM
Uplift Training: Thursdays 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM

e, g it

5856 Greenwell Springs Road ¢ Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806
Telephone: (225) 926-0246 * Facsimile: (225) 925-8022

Toll Free: 888-700-6174
Websites: www.newhopebr.com

 NEW

Rev. Leo Cyrus Sr., Pastor

CHURCH SCHEDULE
Sunday Morning WOrShiD..c...occcceeveecevss s 10:45 AM
LOTT'S SUDPET oo svssssssssssssisssssssssssssssssssssssssssisss 3rd Sundays
SUROVSEIDAL .ot et s g s 9:30 AM
Prayer Service Wed. @ 6:00 PM
BIDIE SHUAY..ee s Wed- @ 7:00 PM

Mission Statement: New Hope Baptist Church is a family of baptized believers
who worship the Lord our God in spiritand in truth, teach the saved to reach the
lost and minister to the needs of others, while encouraging one another through
acts of love and living in obedience to Gods Word
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BRXWEEKLYPRESS
BUSINESSSERYICE

DIRECTORY

PANDEMIC AND HURRICANE RECOVERY
SPECIALSCALL TO RESERVE YOUR SPACE IN
THE BRWEEKLYPRESS
BUSINESS DIRECTORY 225.775.2002 TODAY!

Cell-225-875-8350

Jim's Rsmnnaunn o Lnnnscnpmr.

Mr. See - Bwner”
High Quality Work I Free Quotes:

PO Bux 2423

No Job To Big Or Small :
*’ Baton Rouge, LA 70802

Jimmysee09gmail.com

“y/ WTAA ENGINEERS

ENGINEERING CONSULTANTS AND CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT SERVICES
“Team Working For Success Through Quality Performance”

Civil Engineers Needed
W.T. Winfield, Manager
2622 North Street, Baton Rouge, LA
222-383-0822 or 1-866-324-WTAA Toll Free

13937 Malbec Ave.
Baton Rouge, LA 70816

Ph: 225-292-0305
Cell: 225-405-3427
Fax: 225-292-0307

Email: cjw7@att.net

CARL WOODS! www.cjwdistributors.com

President

CJW Distributors, LLC

Jerenuah Sad}e‘

Owner

225-400-3862

Tayla Hickman

Jayla Navicls

Cleaning Service

Residential & Commercial * General and Full Service
FREE ESTIMATE

225.572.7677 « taylahickman@gmail.com

Yordes Jnsurance Group

Gloria Brandon

Independent Insurance Agent
Mult-3aE

Cell:225.247.6216 | Fax:985.259.8548
gbrandon@lordesig.com

whwhw lordesig.com —"f

CYNTHIA M. DUNN,
..  REALTOR

o

= HSTEP §

l/ ] ]
INNERSPACE x
INERSPACE BYsSTEP |

THUNN
2900 Westford Dr, #401

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70827
Cell: 225.302.4598 « Hm: 225.752.5440
Email: cynthiadunn@innerspacebr.com

TO ADVERTISE HERE, CALL THE BATON ROUGE

WEEKLY PRESS AT 225.775.2002

BUSINESS

U.S. Black Chamber Prez Talks Loss of African American
Businesses and a Global Future for the Black Dollar

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior
National Correspondent

During the first three months
of the pandemic, approximately
442 000 —or 41 percent — of Black
businesses shuttered.

As COVID continues to ham-
per progress, the overall decline of
small and minority-owned firms
remains striking.

Data culled from multiple
studies revealed that Latinx busi-
ness owners fell by 32 percent and
Asian business owners dropped by
26 percent. Meanwhile, the number
of white business owners fell by
17 percent.

While the current climate has
exacerbated the wealth gap and un-
veiled the unimagined financial
straits of Black and other minority
companies, studies also revealed
that about 58 percent of African
American-owned businesses were
atrisk of fiscal distress even before
the outbreak of the pandemic in
February 2020.

“There’s no question it has
been a challenge,” said Ron Busby,
the president and CEO of the U S.
Black Chambers, Inc. in Northwest,
Washington, D.C.

“Last year was a difficult time
for the majority of businesses in
America with COVID, the murder
of George Floyd, and the Stimu-
lus Package — or lack thereof, in
our community,” said Busby, who
visited the new state-of-the-art
television studios of the National
Newspaper Publishers Association
(NNPA) for an appearance on PBS-
TV’s “The Chavis Chronicles.”

NNPA President and CEO
Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis Jr. host
the nationally televised program.

“When you talk to Black busi-
ness owners, very few received any
stimulus money,” Busby contin-
ued. “We lost 41 percent of Black

Ron Busby, President and CEO of
U.S. Black Chambers, Inc..

businesses, and many of them will
never re-open, and many of those
firms had employees, vendors, and
customers.”

Such losses critically hurt
the tax base in Black communi-
ties while white firms have stepped
in to replace some of the lost busi-
nesses, Busby noted.

To better understand the
alarming loss of Black-owned
firms, some have reflected on
pre-pandemic statistics, which
revealed that between 2012 and
2017,Black-owned businesses with
no employees in the United States
increased 19.2 percent.

According to BlackDemo-
graphics.com, receipts generated
by Black-owned businesses with
no employees during the same pe-
riod increased from $46.8 billion
in 2012 to $65.7 billion in 2017.

Overall, Black-owned em-
ployer businesses in the United
States increased 13.6 percent, while
the number of employees at those
firms rose by 23.9 percent.

“It’s difficult to start a busi-
ness out of the gate, and it’s going
to be tough to try and have them
come back,” Busby stated.

He said the U.S. Black Cham-
bers, Inc. provides leadership and
advocacy in the realization of eco-
nomic empowerment.

The organization supports
African American Chambers of
Commerce and business organi-
zations by helping them develop
and grow Black enterprises.

Busby said the U.S. Black
Chamber also works with the
U.S. Chamber of Commerce by
joining quarterly discussions on is-
sues pertinent to African American
business owners.

“We also have an entire eco-
nomic conversation about Amer-
ica,” Busby remarked. “For us to
have a great America, there must be
a great Black America. So, to have
a great Black America, we’ve got
to have great Black businesses,”
he asserted.

Busby also bristled at the con-
tinued conversation surrounding
the more than $1 trillion Black
Americans reportedly contribute
to the economy.

“It’s an interesting number,”
Busby contemplated.

“Usually, it’s corporate Amer-
ica saying Black consumers have
$1 trillion. How can we market to
them to make sure that they get their
share? The U.S. Black Chamber
says, ‘we as Black consumers have
$1 trillion, how can we keep that
in our community to make sure
that our communities have sustain-
ability?””

Born in Houston, Texas, and
raised in Oakland, Calif., Busby
said the Black Panthers, which
his father served as a member,
displayed a commitment to the
Black community that has helped
him keep his resolve to better the
plight of African Americans.

PROGRAMS from page 3

show 20 slides and have 20 sec-
onds to explain each one is slated
Oct. 14. The third program is about

the Lincoln Theater Hall of Fame
Museum. The fourth is titled
”The Yellow Book: Old South

Baton Rouge.”

Each program starts at4 p.m.,
and the exhibit will stay open af-
terward. Admission is $10. Tick-
ets can be bought at the door or
through EventBrite.

Major Changes
Announced to U.S.
Department of
Education’s Loan
Forgiveness Plan

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire

The U.S. Department of Edu-
cation on Wednesday, October 6,
announced an overhaul of the Public
Service Loan Forgiveness (PSLF)
Program.

Education Department officials
said they would implement the over-
haul over the next year and make
the program live up to its promise.

According to a news release,
the policy will result in 22,000 bor-
rowers who have consolidated loans
— including previously ineligible
loans — being immediately eligible
for $1.74 billion in forgiveness with-
out the need for further action on
their part.

Another 27,000 borrowers
could potentially qualify for an ad-
ditional $2.82 billion in forgiveness
if they certify additional periods of
employment.

In total, the Department esti-
mates that over 550,000 borrowers
who have previously consolidated
will see an increase in qualifying
payments with the average borrower
receiving another two years of prog-
ress toward forgiveness.

Many more will also see prog-
ress as borrowers consolidate into
the Direct Loan program and apply
for PSLF, and as the Department
rolls out other changes in the weeks
and months ahead, officials stated.

“Borrowers who devote a de-
cade of their lives to public service
should be able to rely on the promise
of Public Service Loan Forgive-
ness,” U.S. Education Secretary
Miguel Cardona stated in the news
release.

“The system has not deliv-

See PLAN, on page 7

’ NEW Locatlon.

6180 Airline Hwy.-B.R. 1A
Nextto Burge King ‘
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Classifieds

Sell your stuff, advertise jobs or a place to rent. You can do it ALL here!

.

For legals, please call the
Classified Department at (225) 225.775.2002
or email brweeklypress@yahoo.com

L

SELL YOUR CAR - 1 month for $80

| | ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS - 1 month for $150 | | ADVERTISE ON 247praiseradio.com |

FIND IT ALL IN THE GLASSIFIEDS - 223.775.2002

CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE
Request for Proposals
Claims Adjuster Services -TPA
Solicitation #2021-ClaimsTPA-005

The Capital Area Transit System (CATS), a political subdivision of the State
of Louisiana, operatingthe public transit system in EBR Parish is accepting
Offers for Claims Adjuster Services-ThirdParty Administrator. Sealed offers
are due to CATS Procurement Department by October 29,2021, 10:00 AM
(CDT) at 2250 Florida Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70802. A copy of this RFP can
befound on CATS website at: https://www.brcats.com/page/procurement.
Written questions will beaccepted through October 13, 2021, via email
at: catsprocurement@brcats.com. Offerors arereminded to check CATS
website often for addenda and other important dates in reference to thisRFP.
CATS is an Equal Opportunity Employer

of Divinity or Theology
& ordination as a pas-
tor from a Protestant
church. Duties include
delivering sermons &

etc. Mail resume with a
cover letter to "Hansa-
rang Church of Baton

nery Rd, Baton Rouge,
LA 70814.

Sr. Pastor- Rqr'd Master

providing pastoral cares,

Rouge" at 3953 N Flan-

(,:?,,ffa/,}

Reporter/ Writer

The BRWeekly Press looking for hire
experience reporter/ writers by assign-
ment. Please call The BR Weekly Press
at225.775.2002

The Weekly JPress
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SPORTS

Upcoming SWAC
Football Games

Live Stats/Watch Links
Saturday, October 9

B Grambling State at Alcorn
State— 2:00 pm (ESPN+)

B Arkansas-Pine Bluff at Ala-
bama State- 2:00 pm (Bounce 12.2)

B Jackson State at Alabama
A&M-2:00 pm (ESPN+)

B Mississippi Valley State
at Bethune-Cookman— 3:00 pm
(CatEye Network)

B Southern vs. Texas South-
ern—4:00 pm

B South Carolina State at
Florida A&M-5:00 pm (Facebook
Live)

All times listed Central Stan-
dard Time (CST)

Game dates and times are
subject to change

About the SWAC

The Southwestern Athletic
Conference (SWAC) is considered
one of the premier HBCU confer-
ences in the country and currently
ranks among the elite in the nation
in terms of HBCU alumni playing
with professional sports teams.

Current championship compe-
tition offered by the league includes
competition for men in Baseball,
Basketball, Cross Country, Football,
Golf, Indoor Track and Field, Out-
door Track and Field and Tennis.

Women’s competition is of-
fered in the sports of Basketball,
Bowling, Cross Country, Golf,
Indoor Track and Field, Outdoor
Track and Field, Soccer, Softball,
Tennis and Volleyball.

Follow the SWAC

For complete coverage of the
Southwestern Athletic Conference,
please follow the SWAC on social
media at @TheSWAC (Twitter),
@TheSWAC (Facebook), and @
TheSWAC (Instagram) or visit the
official home of the Southwestern
Athletic Conference at www.swac.
org.

DOMESTIC from page 1

port system to help her through
the trauma.

“We have to be educated on
what those warning signs are and
what they represent. Domestic
violence is a very complex situ-
ation, it’s not easy to walk away
from. It’s easy getting in, but it’s
so hard to walk away from,” says
Twahna Harris who is the founder
and executive director of The But-
terfly Society.

Harris adds that it comes down
to the community, encouraging vic-
tims to lean on support groups to
find ways out of the relationship.

Law enforcement says it’s
time to put more of a spotlight on
the issue. The East Baton Rouge
District Attorney’s Office is report-
ing 25 domestic violence homi-
cides this year.

“There is hep available and
every one of these cases are 100%
preventable and that’s the bottom
line truth, and we just have to be
more aware,” says EBR’s District
Attorney Hillar Moore.

The DA’s Office says they ex-
pect to see more domestic violence
cases reported once the holiday
season begins. However, they are
hoping more folks will report the
abusive behavior before things get
out of hand.

If you are seeking help you
can contact The Butterfly Society:
225-347-7725 or you can go to
their website: https://www.thebut-
terflysociety.org/

PLAN from page 6

ered on that promise to date, but
that is about to change for many
borrowers who have served their
communities and their country,”
Cardona continued.

“Teachers, nurses, first re-
sponders, servicemembers, and so
many public service workers have
had our back especially amid the
challenges of the pandemic. Today,
the Biden Administration is show-
ing that we have their backs, too.”

To view a Fact Sheet about the
Student Loan Forgiveness Plan, in-
cluding who it affects visit https://
www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/
fact-sheet-public-service-loan-
forgiveness-pslf-program-overhaul

Why Not Us: FAMU Football Presented Excluswely by The Undefeated Set to Premiere Oct. 14

Why Not Us: FAMU Football
presented by Cricket Wireless, the
second season of the acclaimed
Why Not Us series from The Un-
defeated on ESPN+ and executive
produced by NBA All-Star Chris
Paul, will premiere Thursday, Oc-
tober 14, exclusively on ESPN+.

The new, eight-episode season
will take fans behind-the-scenes
of Florida A&M Football, one of
the most storied athletic teams at
an Historically Black College and
University, as the Rattlers experi-
ence one of the most eagerly an-
ticipated football seasons in school
history.

Like last year’s first season of
Why Not Us, which followed the
North Carolina Central men’s bas-
ketball team, Why Not Us: FAMU
Football will examine the distinct
culture, experiences and challenges
of an HBCU athletic program, ex-
ploring what makes FAMU special
on and off the field.

The FAMU football program
is led by head coach Willie Sim-
mons, who grew up in a mostly
segregated town 20 minutes from
the FAMU campus. Simmons took
over the Rattlers in 2017 follow-
ing academic violations, sub-par
recruiting and budget shortfalls
that threatened to shut down the
program.

In just a few years, Simmons
has reshaped FAMU Football in

his image, with the values befit-
ting FAMU’s reputation of rich
culture and tradition that include
its incomparable Marching Band
100, legendary homecoming cel-
ebrations and a star-studded list
of alumni.

VIDEO TRAILER: WHY
NOT US: FAMU FOOTBALL

Presented by The Undefeated,
Why Not Us: FAMU Football is
produced by Roadside Entertain-

ment, Paul’s Ohh Dip!!! Produc-
tions, and ESPN+. The Why Not
Us series highlights the ethos of
being a student and student-athlete
at an HBCU.

The series spotlights the
importance of these remarkable
schools and their people, who have
done more with less. HBCUs are
American institutions that have
produced many of the very best
and brightest among us, such as
Spike Lee (Morehouse College),
Oprah Winfrey (Tennessee State

University), Thurgood Marshall
(Lincoln University/Howard
University Law School), Sta-
cey Abrams (Spelman College),
and the first African-American,
Asian-American and female Vice-
President, Kamala Harris (Howard
University), to name a few.
“The second season of Why
Not Us will continue to highlight
the importance of HBCUs includ-
ing their challenges and triumphs,”
said Paul. “The achievements of
athletes at HBCUs do not re-

ceive the level of recognition that
they deserve. Why Not Us will
chronicle the Florida A&M foot-
ball team and shine a spotlight on
these extraordinary athletes while
inspiring audiences with their in-
credible journey of resilience in
the face of adversity.”

“Following the success of
the first season of Why Not Us,
we wanted to take it a step fur-
ther, examining the same themes
with the same authenticity and
rich history, but with a different
university and a different sport
that shows people a new path,”
said Brian Lockhart, senior vice
president, ESPN Original Content
and ESPN Films. “Coach Sim-
mons, his players and the FAMU
community are exactly what we
were looking for.”

In November, Paul will host
The Chris Paul HBCU Tip -Off, a
newly developed collegiate event
with four Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities and in part-
nership with The Naismith Me-
morial Basketball Hall of Fame.
Also, in partnership with the Nai-
smith Memorial Basketball Hall
of Fame and Boost Mobile, Paul
will host the upcoming inaugural
Boost Mobile HBCU Challenge
in November that will be played
at the Footprint Center and air on
ESPN Networks.

OPERATION:

STORM
READ’

Thank you for weathering
the storm with us.

For many of you, Hurricane Ida left a trail of destruction. We sincerely appreciate your patience and

understanding as more than 26,000 line crews worked to restore power to the homes and businesses in

Louisiana. Our community came together, as we always do.

We know that the storm isn’t over until every light is turned back on. The Entergy team continues to

work 24/7 to make that happen as soon as possible.

To our line crews from near and far, to the public agencies that provided the leadership and support for

a successful and safe restoration, and most of all to you, our more than 1 million customers — thank you.

Together, we power life.

A message from Entergy Louisiana, LLC ©2021 Entergy Services, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

A
= Entergy

O——mt+——»—mw—WE POWER LIFE"




Page 8 » The MWeekly Jress » Thursday  October 7-13, 2021 » www.brweeklypress.com

Medical experts say it's safe to get afluand COVID-19 vaccines at the same time

“This flu season we find our-
selves once again in the midst of
the COVID-19 pandemic. The
Louisiana Department of Health
recommends that everyone who
is eligible gets their flu shot, and
we recommend that everyone who
is eligible gets their COVID-19
vaccine. It is medically safe and
appropriate to get both at the same
time. Talk to your doctor if you
have questions,” said Dr. Joseph
Kanter, state health officer.

“Just like we have seen with
COVID-19, people with certain
underlying or chronic health con-
ditions are more at risk to have
serious complications from the
flu,” said Edgardo Tenreiro, CEO
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of Baton Rouge General. “But at
any age and regardless of other
medical conditions, we know that
it’s possible to get both the flu and
COVID-19 at the same time. Either
one alone could put you out of work
or school for quite a while, and that
is a scenario we want to avoid as
much as possible.”

Everyone 6 months of age and
older should get the flu shot by the
end of this month, if possible. It
can take some time for your body
to recognize and respond to the
vaccine.

Getting a flu shot has never
been easier. The flu shot is cur-
rently widely available at doctor’s
offices and pharmacies, and in

the next several days, the flu shot
also will be available at our par-
ish health units. Louisianans who
would like to help LDH prepare
for future emergencies can get
their flu shots at our annual Mass
Vaccination Exercises happening
all over the state later this month.
This year, those Mass Vaccination
Exercises will be offering flu and
COVID shots.

The good news is that the ev-
eryday preventive actions to stop
the spread of the flu are the same
as those that we’ve been asking
you to take to stop the spread of
COVID-19. These include:

B Wear a mask indoors
in public while Louisiana gets

through its fourth COVID surge

B Avoid close contact with
people who are sick.

B Ifyou are sick, stay home
and limit contact with others as
much as possible to keep from
infecting them.

m Cover your nose and
mouth with a tissue when you
cough or sneeze.

B Wash your hands often
with soap and water. If soap and
water are not available, use an
alcohol-based hand sanitizer.

B Avoid touching your eyes,
nose and mouth. Germs spread this
way.

B (Clean and disinfect sur-
faces and objects that may be con-

taminated with viruses that cause
flu.

FACTS ABOUT THE FLU SHOT

The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention and LDH
recommend a yearly flu shot for
everyone over 6 months of age
who does not have a complicating
condition, such as a prior allergic
reaction to the flu shot.

A flu shot is especially crucial
for people who may be at higher
risk for serious complications.
This includes babies six months
and older and young children, preg-
nant women, people with chronic
health conditions, and people 65
years and older.

The flu shot is safe for preg-
nant and breastfeeding women,
who can pass on antibodies to their
babies that will help protect them.

You cannot get the flu from
the flu shot, but some people may
have mild reactions, like low-grade
fever, headache or fatigue after
receiving their flu shots. These
are common reactions following
a vaccine and typically do not last
for very long.

Anyone with questions about
the flu shot or COVID-19 vaccine,
including where they can find a
provider near them, can call 211.

To learn about the COVID-19
vaccine, visit Idh.la.gov/covidvac-
cine/.
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“SAFE AND EFFECTIVE”

The Covid-19 vaccine from Pfizer joins
a list of approved vaccines Americans
have been safely using - like measles
and chicken pox - to eradicate disease
over the past decades. Billions of doses
of the COVID-19 vaccines have been
administered worldwide.

To find out where you can get your COVID-19
Vaccine, go to covidvaccine.la.gov or call the
Vaccine Hotline at 1-855-453-0774.

FDA Approved
Vaccines for Safe Use

MMR - Mumps,
Measles and Rubella
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