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CDC recommends all adults get tested for Hepatitis B

The U.S. Centers for Control
and Prevention have issued a new
recommendation urging all adults
to receive screening for hepatitis B
at least once in their lifetime.

The agency describes hepatitis
B (HBV) as a liver infection caused
by the HBV virus. It can progress
to liver cancer and other serious
illnesses.

CDC officials said as many
as 2.4 million people live with
HBYV, and most might not know
they have it.

A severe infection could lead to
chronic HBV, which could increase
aperson’s risk of getting cancer or
cirrhosis.

Further, the CDC said those
diagnosed with chronic or long-term
HBYV are up to 85% more likely to
succumb to an early death.

“Chronic HBV infection can
lead to substantial morbidity and
mortality but is detectable before
the development of severe liver
disease using reliable and inex-
pensive screening tests,” CDC of-
ficials stated.

Even though the number of
people with HBV has decreased

significantly in the last 30 years, the
Office of Minority Health at the U.S.
Department of Health and Human
Services says it is still a problem
for African Americans.

That office reported that, in
2020, non-Hispanic blacks would
be 1.4 times more likely to die from
viral hepatitis than non-Hispanic
whites.

Also, non-Hispanic blacks
were almost twice as likely to die
from hepatitis C as white individu-
als.

Further, while having compa-
rable case rates for HBV in 2020,
non-Hispanic blacks were 2.5 times
more likely to die from HBV than
non-Hispanic whites.

Medical officials noted that
HBYV spreads through contact
with infected blood or bodily flu-
ids, which can occur through sex,
injecting drugs, or during pregnancy
or delivery.

The CDC previously issued
a recommendation in 2008, when
it urged testing for high-risk indi-
viduals.

In its most recent recommen-
dation, the agency said that adults

over 18 must be tested at least once.
The agency declared that
pregnant individuals should also

undergo screening during each
pregnancy, regardless of whether
they’ve received a vaccine or have

been previously tested.
Additionally, incarcerated in-
dividuals, those with multiple sex

partners, or people with a history of
hepatitis C should test periodically,
the CDC said.

The agency warned that symp-
toms of acute HBV could include
fever, fatigue, abdominal pain, dark
urine, and jaundice.

Symptoms could take several
months or longer to present and last
for months.

The CDC’s latest report further
notes the following:

“Although a curative treatment
is not yet available, early diagnosis
and treatment of chronic HBV infec-
tions reduce the risk for cirrhosis,
liver cancer, and death,” CDC of-
ficials noted in the report.

“Along with vaccination strate-
gies, universal screening of adults
and appropriate testing of persons
at increased risk for HBV infec-
tion will improve health outcomes,
reduce the prevalence of HBV in-
fection in the United States, and
advance viral hepatitis elimination
goals.”

¢ It’s estimated more than half
of people who have the hepatitis B

See GDG, on page 2

La. voters
head to
polls for
March 25

elections

BATONROUGE, La. — Lou-
isiana voters will head to the polls
on Saturday, March 25, to decide on
several races and proposals.

The polls open at 7 a.m. and
will close at 8 p.m., according to
the Louisiana Secretary of State’s
Office. Anyone in line by the time
the polls close will still be allowed
to vote.

Election officials said that
seven parishes have races on the
ballot, 12 parishes have proposi-
tions on the ballot, and nine parishes
have both races and propositions
on the ballot.

Many East Baton Rouge
Parish voters will choose the next
person to take on Baton Rouge’s
backed-up court system. Four can-
didates are on the ballot to replace
retiring Judge Tim Kelley.

There are many additional
races and propositions that are
expected to appear on voters’ bal-
lots. Visit https://voterportal .sos.
la.gov/ to learn more about what
you will be voting on.

Voters will need to bring a
valid ID with them to vote. That
can include a Louisiana driver’s
license, a Louisiana special ID card,
a picture identification card with a
person’s name and signature such
as a passport, or a digital license
via LA Wallet.

NASA Sponsors Inaugural Magnolia
Regional FIRST Robotics Competition

Teams are shown competing in the FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology) Robotics
World Championship in Houston, Texas in April of 2022. Teams compete at events such as the Magnolia Regional
in Laurel, Mississippi, and Bayou Regional in Kenner, Louisiana, for the chance to advance to the annual world
championship, scheduled this year for April 19-23 in Houston. Credits: FIRST Robotics

its launch.

Organizers are preparing to
host 30-plus teams for an inaugural
FIRST Robotics Magnolia Re-
gional Competition in Laurel, Mis-
sissippi, on March 15-18, thanks,
in large part, to NASA’s Stennis
Space Center, a lead sponsor for
the event and a driving force in

Through the competition,
NASA Stennis is joining with
NASA’s Robotics Alliance Project
and co-sponsor Mississippi Power
to bring to life all aspects of sci-
ence, technology, engineering, and
mathematics (STEM) in the Mag-
nolia state. It particularly hopes to

lead students from rural areas to
pursue STEM studies and careers
as NASA continues in its mission
to inspire the world through dis-
covery. The new regional event is
acritical milestone to enhance en-
gagement with robotics programs
and the K-12 community across
the southeast region of the U.S.
“It is important to be able to
model and provide examples to
students who geographically do
not get exposed to STEM activi-
ties,” said NASA Stennis Office of
STEM Engagement Director Kelly
Martin-Rivers. “If it is something
that you do not see around you, it

is hard to understand how to get
there. One importance of having
a robotics regional and setting it
in central Mississippi is to pro-
vide that access, opportunity, and
visibility to an area of students
that have not had a strong STEM
connection.”

The FIRST (For the Inspi-
ration and Recognition of Sci-
ence and Technology) Robotics
Magnolia Regional Competition is
scheduled at the Magnolia Center
in Laurel, Mississippi. The event
is free, open to the public, and

See NASA, on page 2

Congressman Troy A. Carter

WASHINGTON, D.C. —
Congressman Troy A. Carter,
Sr. (D-La.) announced that the
U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) will grant
$26,300,000 from the Biparti-
san Infrastructure Law to address
emerging contaminants like Per-
and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances
(PFAS) in Louisiana’s drinking
water. This investment will be
made available through EPA’s
Emerging Contaminants in Small
or Disadvantaged Communities
(EC-SDC) Grant Program and
will promote access to safe and
clean water in small, rural, and
disadvantaged communities.

“The Bipartisan Infrastruc-
ture Law is bringing critical in-
vestments in our water systems,
roads, bridges, and broadband,”
said Rep. Carter. “Too many
Louisianians are being harmed

Rep. Carter Praises $26
Million to Address
Emerging Contaminants in
Louisiana’s Drinking Water

by exposure to PFAS and other
dangerous contaminants in their
drinking water. The funding an-
nounced today will provide mil-
lions of dollars to strengthen our
state’s water infrastructure while
protecting people’s health and
boosting local economies.”
Congressman Carter advo-
cated and voted for the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law which invests
$5 billion over five years to help
communities that are on the
frontlines of PFAS contamination
reduce PFAS in drinking water.
EPA announced the funds as part
of an allotment of $2 billion to
states and territories that can be
used to prioritize infrastructure
and source water treatment for
pollutants, like PFAS and other
emerging contaminants, and to
conduct water quality testing.
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BAKER,La. —Mayor Waites
spent time at Advantage Charter
School on Thursday morning to
read to the kids during the Na-
tional Education Association’s
Read Across America Week, a part
of National Reading Month. Read
Across America Week is celebrated
from March 2 to 6 and begins on
the birthday of children’s book au-
thor, Theodor Seuss Geisel, more
commonly known as Dr. Seuss.
The National Education Associa-
tion (N.E.A.) aims to encourage
reading and educate people about
its benefits, especially children and
young adults. Events are organized
across the nation by schools and
organizations to promote the same.

Mayor Waites said, “During
our reading time, we enjoyed read-
ing and talking about the Cat and
the Hat and the lessons the story
teaches us. This classic Dr. Seuss
story can open up discussions
about trust, responsibility, social
expectations, and honesty with
our children.” He also said “Our
children are important to me and to
the future of Baker. Their families
chose Baker and Baker Schools,
and I want to recognize them and
thank them for their decision to live
and raise their families here. I am
dedicated to working for all citizens,
especially our youth, as I and my
team strive to continuously improve
the quality of life and place for our
citizens. Receiving the best pos-
sible education is a crucial tool for
the quality of life and place....Our
schools, both public and charter, are
important community partners to
the city as they steward future gen-
erations and I want them to know
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Mayor Waites Reads to children during
the National Education Association’s
Read Across America Week

National Gold

BATONROUGE, La.-The
Baton Rouge Area Chamber
(BRAC) and Visit Baton Rouge
are set to host a celebration to
honor the staff of the Baton Rouge
Recreation and Park Commission
(BREC) for their recent National
Recreation and Park Association's
(NRPA) Class 1 Gold Medal win.
The event will take place on Mon-
day,March 29th, from 4-7 p.m. at

the Capitol Park Museum, located
at 601 North 4th Street in Baton
Rouge.

BREC's Gold Medal win,
which was announced in 2022,
makes them the number one large
park system in the country for
the third time in their history.
The designation is awarded to
park systems that demonstrate
excellence in long-range plan-
ning, resource management, and
innovative approaches to deliver-
ing superb park and recreation
services to their communities.

The celebration will feature
live music from The Michael Fos-
ter Project, as well as food and
drinks provided by local busi-
nesses. Attendees will have the
opportunity to tour the museum

understand A

Mayor Waites promotes literacy and community partnerships during Read Across
America Week at Advantage Charter School

that I am grateful for the teachers,
leaders, and staff that devote their
lives to helping our children achieve
their greatest potential.”

Early Childhood Development
is a period of rapid and critical de-
velopment for children. From birth
to 8 years high-quality care is criti-
cal to children’s physical, cognitive,
linguistic, and social-emotional
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In response to the need for
addictive disorders treatment for
women in the Baton Rouge re-
gion, Capital Area Human Ser-
vices (CAHS) has modified its
residential facility to serve women
over the age of 18.

The program, called Capital
Area Recovery Program (CARP),
located at 2455 Wooddale Blvd.
in Baton Rouge, previously only
served adult males, providing
comprehensive treatment and
recovery support services for
individuals with substance use
disorders. The 28-day program
is open to all Louisiana residents.

CARP, licensed by the
Louisiana Department of health
and accredited by the Commission
on Accreditation of Rehabilita-
tion Facilities, offers screening,
assessment, social detoxification,
medication-assisted treatment, co-
occurring treatment medication
management, trauma informed
care, and certified peer support
specialist services.

development. During this period
nutrition, health care, protection,
play, and early education are of
paramount importance. Reading,
sharing stories, talking, and sing-
ing daily help your child develop
in many ways. It helps your child
get to know sounds, words, and lan-
guage, develop early literacy skills,
sparks children’s imagination, and
stimulate curiosity while helping to
develop children’s brains, which
improves the ability to focus, con-
centrate, develop social skills, and
communication skills. These and
the many other skills being taught
bring significant and long lasting
benefits to children.

CDC from page 1

virus (HBV) don’t know they’re
infected. Without treatment and

monitoring, HBV infection can lead
to deadly health outcomes, includ-
ing liver damage and liver cancer.

e The report updates and ex-
pands previous guidelines for HBV
screening and testing by recom-
mending screening for all U.S.
adults and expanding continual pe-
riodic risk-based testing to include
more groups, activities, exposures,
and conditions.

* Providers should implement
the new CDC hepatitis B screen-
ing and testing recommendations
to ensure all adults are screened for
HBYV infection with the triple-panel
at least once in their lifetimes and
that people who are not vaccinated
for hepatitis B — but are at increased
risk of HBV infection —receive pe-
riodic testing.

NASA from page 1

offers students the opportunity
to use STEM skills through
teamwork and the excitement
of competition.

The regional competi-
tion will feature two teams
from Mexico, along with more
than 30 high school teams from
states, including Alabama, Lou-
isiana, Mississippi, Missouri,
Texas, and Tennessee. It also
will serve as a championship-
qualifying event to send several
teams to the world champion-
ship competition in Houston,
Texas, in April.

The NASA Stennis work-
force is helping to facilitate
the Laurel event by providing
judges and volunteers through-
out the four days of activities.
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BRAC and Visit Baton Rouge
to Honor BREC Staff for

Medal Win

and hear from representatives of
BRAC, Visit Baton Rouge, and
the BREC Foundation, who will
all share their excitement and
pride in BREC's Gold Medal win.

"We are honored to rec-
ognize the outstanding work
of BREC's staff and leadership
team," said Adam Knapp, Presi-
dent and CEO of BRAC. "Their
commitment to excellence in
providing high-quality parks and
recreation services to the Baton
Rouge community is second to
none, and we are proud to have
them as a vital part of our region's
quality of life."

Paul Arrigo, CEO of Visit
Baton Rouge, added, "BREC's
Gold Medal win is a testament to
their dedication and hard work.
They are a vital component of our
city's tourism industry, providing
visitors with world-class outdoor
recreational opportunities. We are
grateful for their contributions to
our city and excited to celebrate
this achievement with them."

The celebration will con-
clude with a lively second-line
parade to honor BREC's outstand-
ing achievement.

Capital Area Human Services
Extends Inpatient Addiction
Recovery Program for Women

CARP also provides dis-
charge planning and links clients
to community-based services for
continuing after-care. Its recov-
ery model is based on the dis-
ease concept model of addiction,
Program participants learn skills
for sobriety management through
educational groups and attendance
at Twelve Step Programs and Self-
Management and Recovery Train-
ing meetings. Additional support
and resources include pastoral
care, job placement assistance,
parenting classes, stress and anger
management, and vocational and
rehabilitation services. Uninsured
clients are assessed on his/her
ability to pay.

CARP services are avail-
able by appointment or referral
at 225-922-3169. The program
accepts Medicare, Medicaid, and
most private insurance. More in-
formation is available at https://
cahsd.org/adult-mental-health-
and-addiction.

Additionally, nine of the teams
scheduled to compete are consid-
ered NASA Stennis house teams,
which means they have an ongoing
relationship with NASA Stennis
and a NASA engineer as their team
mentor.

This includes five teams from
Miississippi: Team Fusion 364 from
Gulfport; Chahta Warriors from
Choctaw Central; Team Chaos
from Picayune Memorial and Pearl
River Central; Delta Overload from
Gentry High School in Indianola;
and Alpha Omega from Our Lady
Academy in Bay St. Louis.

Other teams scheduled to
compete from Mississippi include:
Siege Robotics from Vicksburg;
Team Tempest from Biloxi; Team
Hero from Petal; Team Storm from
Gulfport; and JXN United from
Jackson.

High school teams sponsored
by NASA Stennis from Louisiana
include: Team Combustion from
Northshore; The S.S. Prometheus
from Mandeville; Tiger Robotics
from Slidell; and Power Struck
Girls from Academy of Our Lady
in Marrero.

Other teams scheduled to
compete from Louisiana include:
Tigerbots from Boutte; FHS Ro-
bodawgs from Covington; Wildcat
Robotics from Destrehan; MAG-
NAtech from West Monroe; Team
Phenomena 3616 from Lafayette;
Bulabots from Baton Rouge; Voo-
doo Voltage from New Orleans;
Ramageddon Robotics from La-
fayette; Denham Venom from
Denham Springs; Trinity Force
from St. Rose; and SWLA Tech
Pirates from Lake Charles.

In FIRST Robotics, high
school teams receive identical parts
kits and competition guidelines.
They use the kits to design and
build robots to compete in achiev-
ing competition goals. For house
teams, NASA Stennis engineers
help students prepare for the com-
petition. Students learn engineering

See NASA, on page 3
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Lawsuit Filed Against Louisiana
Parish to Stop Polluting Plants

Myrtle Felton, from left, Sharon Lavigne, Gail LeBoeuf and Rita Cooper conduct a live stream video on property owned

by Formosa on March 11, 2020, in St. James Parish, La. Residents of a Louisiana parish located in the heart of a cluster
of polluting petrochemical factories filed a federal lawsuit Tuesday, March 21, 2023, raising allegations of civil rights,
environmental justice and religious liberty violations. LeBoeuf, a co-founder of Inclusive Louisiana, has liver cancer,
which she acknowledged can't be traced back to petrochemical plant pollution with certainty, but said it can't be ruled
out either. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert, File)

A group of Louisiana parish
residents have filed a federal law-
suit accusing St. James Parish of
violating civil rights, environmental
justice, and religious liberty by ap-
proving the construction of several
petrochemical factories that emit
toxic chemicals. The factories are
located in two Black districts of the
parish, and residents claim that the
pollution is negatively impacting
their health.

The lawsuit specifically targets
the parish council, which approved
the construction of a petrochemical
plant built by Formosa Plastics in
2019.The plaintiffs are calling for a
moratorium on the construction of
similar plants, but the parish council
has not yet issued a statement on
the matter.

According to Shamyra Lavi-
gne,a member of the local climate
justice organization Rise St. James,
Black residents of St. James Parish

have been ignored for several years
as they've attempted to bring atten-
tion to the issue of toxic chemicals
being emitted by petrochemical
plants. "We will not be ignored. You
will not sacrifice our lives. And we
will not take any more industry in
St. James's fourth or fifth district.
Enough is enough,” Lavigne said
at a news conference announcing
the lawsuit.

The plaintiffs, who live along
the 85-mile Cancer Alley corridor
between New Orleans and Baton
Rouge, claim that the industrial
plants in the region emit toxic
chemicals that pose a health risk,
including carcinogens. In 2022, the
Environmental Protection Agency
stated that Black residents in the area
have an increased risk of cancer due
to exposure to at least one nearby
plant. Last month, they sued the
plant in a separate case.

The lawsuit also claims that

some of the factories were built on
burial grounds of deceased enslaved
people, which makes it impossible
for their descendants to visit their
dead ancestors. Plaintiffs claim
that some of these descendants
are among those affected by toxic
chemical releases.

Attorneys for the plaintiffs are
seeking remedies for the environ-
mental injustices suffered by the
residents. They aim to invalidate
permits for factories underway and
land use regulations that allow for
the placement of factories in black
districts. They are also seeking inde-
pendent environmental monitoring
of air, water, and soil.

The lawsuit was filed in the
U.S. District Court Eastern District
of Louisiana, and the parish will be
served and have the opportunity to
respond in the coming weeks.

Mayor Broome announces the Office of Community
Development's draft action plan for HOME ARP funding

BATON ROUGE, La.—After
the public meeting at the River
Center Branch Library down-
town, Mayor-President Sharon
Weston Broome received a lot of
feedback from the community re-
garding the proposed draft action
plan for the HOME ARP funding.
Many community members were
grateful for the proposed $5 mil-
lion plan, which aimed to provide
much-needed housing for those
who are the most vulnerable in
the community. However, some
residents expressed their concerns
about how the funds would be al-
located and utilized.

Mayor-President Sharon
Weston Broome recognized the
concerns of the residents and im-
mediately ordered a review of the
proposed action plan. The Office
of Community Development con-
ducted a comprehensive review of
the plan, taking into consideration
the feedback received from the
community. After careful consid-
eration, the plan was revised, and

NASA from page 2

and problem-solving skills that
can be applied to the competition
and real-world situations in the
future. The teams each create an
identity, raise funds to meet goals,
and work to promote STEM in their
community.

The 2023 season challenge,
“Charged Up” challenges teams
to reimagine the future of sus-
tainable energy. The theme calls
teams to explore ways to unlock
the power of engineering to trans-
form renewable energy and power
a better future. For the regional
competition, teams will build and
program industrial-sized robots to
play an action-packed game on a
themed field.

The goal is to have the Mag-
nolia Regional expose more stu-
dents in rural areas to STEM and
become an annual FIRST Robotics
Competition, much like the Bayou
Regional event in Louisiana, which
NASA Stennis has supported since
its inception. The Bayou Regional
is scheduled for March 30-April
1 at the Pontchartrain Center in
Kenner, Louisiana.

the updated ver-
sion was made
available to the
public.

The up-
dated plan
aimed to address
the concerns of
the community

by ensuring Mayor
that the funds Sharon
were allocated Weston
and utilized in Broome

a transparent

and effective

manner. The plan also focused on
providing housing solutions that
meet the needs of all residents in
East Baton Rouge Parish, includ-
ing those who are homeless, very
low income, domestic violence
survivors, and veterans.

The revised plan was met with
positive feedback from the commu-
nity, and Mayor-President Sharon
Weston Broome announced that
the plan would be implemented
immediately. The $5 million in
HOME ARP funding was used
to develop and implement vari-
ous housing projects that aimed
to provide affordable housing to

Affordable

the most vulnerable members of
the community.

The YWCA's new housing
development for domestic vio-
lence survivors was completed
using $1 million in HOME ARP
funding, providing much-needed
housing and support services for
those in need. The URECs Fos-
ter Oaks project, which received
a $900,000 investment, was also
completed, providing affordable
housing to low-income families.

In addition to these projects,
the Office of Community Develop-
ment implemented several other
initiatives using the HOME ARP
funding. These initiatives included
the renovation and rehabilitation of
existing housing units, the devel-
opment of new housing units, and
the provision of support services
for those in need.

As aresult of these initiatives,
the community saw a significant
improvement in the availability
of affordable housing options for
those in need. The community also
saw a decrease in homelessness,
as more individuals and families
were able to access safe and af-
fordable housing.
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DR. JAMES L. SNYDER

Occasionally I go to my com-
puter and search for the wealthiest
preachers in America. I am curious
to know who came up with this idea,
but I check it out occasionally to
see who they are.

As often as I have checked this
information, I have never found
my name on that list. I so much
wanted to see my name on that list.
Everybody knows that the Internet
never lies.

That may explain many things
in my life that I did not quite un-
derstand before.

When traveling in the Sissy
Van, The Gracious Mistress of the
Parsonage is always behind the
steering wheel.

As we drive, my wife will say,
"Did you see that car? They're from
Idaho."

Of course, I did not see it be-
cause I was not paying attention.

Once when she asked me if
I saw something, I replied, "No,
v, I'm just too poor to pay attention."

I laughed, of course, but she
didn't think it was funny.

While driving to an appoint-
ment the other day, I asked, "Could
I borrow a dollar from you?"

She looked at me quizzically
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Elder Timochy Britien &
Shabach Praise Co

Sweet Home Baptist Church
invites the community to its Easter
{; Revival, happening from April 4th
to 6th at 7 PM. nightly. The church,
located at 343 West Buchanan
Street, is pleased to welcome guest
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and said, "Why do you need a dollar
from me?"

"Oh," I said softly, "I just need
some money to pay attention while
you're driving."

Several weeks later, we went to
our Sunday morning church service,
and I noticed a license plate and
said, "Look at that license plate.
They're from Montana."

There was silence on the
other side of the car, and finally,
she looked at me and said, "Where
did you get that dollar?"

I had no idea what she was
talking about, so I just said, "What
dollar are you talking about?"

She snickered like I had not
heard her snicker in a long time
and said, "You know, the dollar so
that you can pay attention."

The Gracious Mistress of the
Parsonage can pay attention even
when fast asleep. One time we were
taking a trip to St. Augustine. She
leaned back in her side and took
a nap. At least, I thought she was
asleep.

I'was coming to where I needed
to turn, but I wasn't sure if this was
the right place. As I slowed down,
I heard The Gracious Mistress of
the Parsonage say, "No, you need
to turn at the next light."

Looking over, I saw her eyes

speakers from across the region for
this special event.
The speakers are as follows:
April 4th: Rev. Paul Pleasant
from Jerusalem Baptist Church in
Liberty, MS
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Im So Broke | Gan''t Pay Attention

were closed, and it looked like
she was sound asleep. She is rich
enough to pay attention even when
she is sound asleep.

Watching television, suddenly,
The Gracious Mistress of the Par-
sonage said, "Did you see that? I
wonder who that is?"

I begin to say, "No...." My
wife jumped in and said, "I know,
dear, you're too poor to have paid
attention."

During my Bible reading re-
cently, I read 1 Timothy 6:9-10,
"But they that will be rich fall into
temptation and a snare, and into
many foolish and hurtful lusts,
which drown men in destruction
and perdition. For the love of money
is the root of all evil: which while
some coveted after, they have erred
from the faith, and pierced them-
selves through with many sorrows."

Being rich does have its chal-
lenge, which I will never face. The
disturbing aspect of this passage is
where Paul says, "the love of money
is the root of all evil." That is my
temptation.

Dr. James L. Snyder lives in
Ocala, FL with the Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage. Telephone
1-352-216-3025, e-mail jamessny-
der51@gmail.com, website www.
jamessnyderministries.com.

Sweet Home Baptist Church Hosts Easter Revival with
Guest Speakers from Across the Region

April 5th: Rev. Levie A.
Wright, Jr. from Mt. Canaan Bap-
tist Church in Baton Rouge, LA
and New Zion Baptist Church in

See REVIVAL, on page 5
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Moderna plan COVID

vaccine price hike to $130

Senators Condemn and Probe Moderna's
COVID-19 Vaccine Cost and Distribution

Moderna CEO, Stéphane
Bancel, has defended the com-
pany’s plan to increase the price
of its COVID-19 vaccine. He
justified the hike, arguing that
the expected drop in demand,
changes to the distribution pro-
cess, and the overall benefits of
the vaccine warrant the higher
cost. Many members of the
Health, Education, Labor and
Pensions Committee criticised
Moderna’s decision, noting that
the federal government invested
nearly $2bn in the vaccine’s de-
velopment and collaborated with
the National Institutes of Health.
The price will rise from less than
$30 to about $130 a dose.

During the hearing, Bancel
pledged that Moderna would de-
velop a system to provide unin-
sured or underinsured Americans
with the COVID-19 vaccine and
boosters at no cost. However, he
was unable to answer numerous
questions from lawmakers about
how the process would work,
indicating that the company
was still working on the broad
parameters and details.

The CEO annoyed several
panel members when he de-
clined to say directly whether
Moderna would negotiate the
new price with the federal gov-
ernment to reduce the cost of
COVID-19 vaccines provided
through Medicare, Medicaid,
or the Veterans Affairs health
care system. He also declined to
confirm whether people in the
United States would pay less for
the vaccine than those in other
countries whose governments
did not invest in its development.

Democratic Sen. Tammy
Baldwin questioned whether
Bancel’s recent performance re-
view, in which the board said he
underperformed the company’s

Filter

TTER
PROTECTION
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The CEO of Moderna on Wednesday defended the company’s decision to
drastically increase the price of its COVID-19 vaccine later this year, arguing
that an expected drop in demand, changes to its distribution process and
the overall benefit of the vaccine warrant the higher cost.

target for sales income generated
by the COVID-19 vaccine, was
linked to Moderna’s decision to
increase the vaccine's price. Ban-
cel contended that the two were
not linked and said that the price
of the vaccine was determined by
the value of the product and how
much money could be saved in

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

the long term through reduced
hospital stays.

Moderna believes that the
price it charged the US govern-
ment for the COVID-19 vaccine
over the last couple of years rep-
resents a discount. This is partly

See MODERNA, on page 6

Essence
Festiva
announces
2023 lineup

NEW ORLEANS — The
highly anticipated Essence Festival
has released its lineup for the 2023
event, and it's filled with hip-hop
royalty. Headlining the festival are
music icons Lauryn Hill, Megan
Thee Stallion, and Doug E. Fresh.
Joining the star-studded lineup are
‘Wizkid, Monica, and Coco Jones,
among other talented artists.

The four-day event will kick
off on June 29 and end on July 2,
2023, and it's expected to bring
in thousands of visitors to New
Orleans. The festival provides a
platform to celebrate the rich his-
tory of hip-hop through various
entertainment stages, panels, and
experiences.

Tickets are already on sale,
and festival-goers can expect an
unforgettable experience filled with
outstanding performances, inter-
active exhibits, and opportunities
to connect with artists and other
attendees. The Essence Festival
has become a staple in the music
industry and continues to be one of
the most highly anticipated events
of the year.

GRANT from page 4

Norwood, LA

April 6th: Rev. Jerry Dunbar
from True Love Missionary Baptist
Church in Natchez, MS

The Easter Revival promises to
be a spiritually uplifting experience,
with powerful sermons and music
that celebrate the Easter season. The
Program Committee, led by Rita
Augustine, requests that all attend-
ees wear face masks and follow
recommended health guidelines to
ensure everyone's safety.

For more information about
the Easter Revival, please contact
Sweet Home Baptist Church at
(555) 123-4567 or visit the church's
website at sweethomebaptistchurch.
com. We hope to see you there!
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Senior Black American Health Fair to be Held
at Pennington Biomedical on March 25

BATONROUGE, La. — The
second annual Senior Black Ameri-
can Health Fair is set to take place
at Pennington Biomedical in Baton
Rouge on Saturday, March 25th.
The event, sponsored by Our Lady
of the Lake Regional Medical Cen-
ter, Our Lady of the Lake Cancer
Institute, and Aetna, will provide
valuable information directly relat-
ing to African American seniors'
health, nutrition, and wellness.

Pre-registration is recom-
mended for the event, offering
health screenings, educational
discussions, exhibitors, food, fun
fitness stations, chair exercises,
gardening, and virtual reality ex-
periences. The fair is designed to
give back to the African American
community by providing access to
health screenings and other vital

information.

Experts will provide Q&A
sessions about dementia, fall
prevention, cancer, and cognitive
impairment. Speakers will include
Dr. Owen Carmichael, Director of
Biomedical Imaging at Pennington
Biomedical Research Center; Tay-
lor Murphy, PA, Prostate Cancer
at Our Lady of the Lake Regional
Medical Center; Dr. Pretty Singh,
Family Medicine at Our Lady of
the Lake Regional Medical Center,
and Dr. Asif Talukder, Colorectal
Surgeon at Our Lady of the Lake
Regional Medical Center.

According to Dr. Robert L.
Newton Jr., Associate Professor
and Director of Pennington Bio-
medical’s Physical Activity and
Ethnic Minority Health Lab, the
fair allows guests to learn more

about their health status, talk to
experts, and participate in fun ac-
tivities. Dr. Newton emphasized
the importance of exercise and a
healthy diet in preventing chronic
diseases that are more prevalent
among the African American com-
munity.

Pennington Biomedical Re-
search Center conducts basic, clini-
cal, and population research and
is affiliated with LSU. The Center
is at the forefront of medical dis-
covery regarding understanding
the triggers of obesity, diabetes,
cardiovascular disease, cancer, and
dementia. The Center also archi-
tected the national “Obesity, USA”
awareness and advocacy campaign
to help solve the obesity epidemic
by 2040.

IMODERNA from page 5

because the company wanted to
return the investment it got from
the US government to develop the
vaccine, and partly because the fed-
eral government was purchasing in
bulk. However, Christopher Morten,
associate clinical professor of law
at Columbia Law School, criticised
Moderna’s price increase decision,
saying the vaccine costs just $3
to make, and Moderna benefited
significantly from US taxpayer
investment.

Indiana Republican Sen. Mike
Braun expressed frustration with
some facets of the healthcare indus-
try, which he feels operate like an
unregulated utility by not embrac-
ing competition or transparency.
He described Moderna’s price in-
crease as preposterous, particularly
as the company had been given
government largesse. Bancel tes-
tified that Moderna was trying to
figure out how it could set up the
new distribution network, noting
that the company had never had a
commercial product.

Breakfast and
lunch will be
provided!

DATE AND PLACE

Saturday, March 25,2023
9:00am-1:00pm

N %

Conference Center Building at
Pennington Biomedical Research Center
6400 Perkins Road

Baton Rouge, LA 70808

Our Lady
of the Lake
Health

gy Our Lady of the Lake
Cancer Institute

Louisiana

SENIORBLACK
AMERICAN

HEALTH FAIR 2023

ABOUT THIS EVENT

We're focusing on healthy living and
screenings for health conditions that are
common within the African American

community.

The Senior Black American Health Fair will

offer:

e health screenings
o funfitness stations
e healthtalks

e and more!
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www.pbrc.edu/SBAHF



