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Irene Lewis
Named Southern

eopening for Qutdoor

House Further
Cuts Healthcare
in First Rewrite

university's Chief | Religious, Places of Worship
Student Marshal — —

Irene Lewis will
graduate with the
highest grade point
average in the
Spring 2020 Class

of State Budget
Proposal

BATON ROUGE, La. — The House’s
budget committee Thursday, May 21 ap-
proved a modest rewrite of Governor John
Bel Edwards’ proposal for state spending.

The appropriations committee’s plan
would divert $12 million more away from
the Louisiana Department of Health (LDH)
to pay for improvements to state agricultural
centers and help fund pay raises for judges,
though justices of the state’s Supreme Court
testified they would use the extra money
to cover ordinary operating expenses that
remain unfunded because of the coronavirus.

“In the big scheme of things, with the
budget the size that it is, we re telling you we
only object to $12 million or so," Commis-
sioner of Administration Jay Dardenne told
the appropriations committee. “That’s a pretty
good record that we’ve come together on.”

Louisiana faces a $900 million shortfall
because of the coronavirus pandemic’s impact
on the state’s economy, but federal aid will
ultimately mitigate all but $80 million in cuts.

The TOPS scholarship, K-12 schools,
and social services are paid for under the
latest iteration of the plan. Colleges would
still take a roughly $21 million reduction,
though it’s unclear how smaller class sizes
and reduced dorm capacity will affect higher
education’s bottom line.

“We will certainly do all we can to make

Irene L. Lewis,

BATON ROUGE, LA. — Irene L.
Lewis, a Southern University Agricul-
tural Sciences major with a concentration
in Plant and Soil Science, has been named
the University’s Spring 2020 Chief Student
Marshal, the student graduating with the
highest grade point average in the class.

“I am honored to serve as Chief
Student Marshal to remind the Class of
2020 that we are resilient,” said Lewis, who
graduated with a 3.9 grade point average.

Irene went on to say that she began
college wanting to graduate as the chief stu-
dent marshal but admitted that she quickly
learned that a college experience is more
than academics.

“Ilearned that my college experience
was much more important than my grades,”
said Lewis. “It is about the people you meet
and the memories you make. I never would
have thought I would experience “virtual
graduation,” but here we are. I say all of
that to say, even though life did not follow
an exact path for me, I amglad we can still

In accordance with Governor John Bel Edwards ~ Safety Code and all of the sides must be open
COVID-19 Proclamation treleased May 1, 2020 any ¢ The tent must not be an enclosed tent
outdoor religious and/or place of worship venue must * The following conditions are required:
adhere to strict mitigation standards preventing the spread * Capacity is subject to social distancing requirements
of COVID-19. The general operating guide will require  and spacing of seated attendees with strict supervision
spacing of groups, limiting concentration of people, strict ~ of crowd managers
use of PPE, and frequent sanitizing. » Limited group seating to persons who are members
of the same household
Life Safety and Egress: * Modify human contact as part of any religious
* Open Areas and Temporary Tents, subject to local
or parish rules and ordinances must meet NFPA 101 Life

See PLACES OF WORSHIP, on page 2 See BUDGET, on page 3

BREC Announces First Stage of Phased Reopening Plan

celebrate,” she added.

The COVID-19 pandemic wasn’t the
first time Lewis had a disruption from her
planned path. In 2016, her home flooded
days before the start of her freshman year
at college.

“It was difficult starting class almost
immediately after losing the home I grew
up in,” said Irene. “It was even more dif-
ficult watching my family have to bounce
back and my siblings adjust to moving to
anew town all in a matter of months,” ex-
pressed Irene.

“I think watching how strong both
my younger brother and sister were as well

See LEWIS, on page 2

BATON ROUGE, La - Since
March 17, all of BREC’s indoor facili-
ties, playgrounds, outdoor fitness equip-
ment, and large attractions such as the
Zo0, Bluebonnet Swamp, and Magnolia
Mound have been closed to the pub-
lic in order to help limit the spread of
COVID-19.In anticipation of the Gover-
nor’s announcement that Louisiana will
move into the first phase of loosening
restrictions on May 15, BREC consulted
with national, state and local recreation,
health, and tourism experts to create a
three-phased plan to reopen amenities
and facilities as it is safe to do so.

The Governor’s Stay at Home
Order declared that “engaging in outdoor

activity, provided individuals maintain
a distance of six feet from one another”
is an essential activity along with ob-
taining food and medicine. As such,
BREC has an obligation to provide its
essential services to East Baton Rouge
Parish residents where it is safe to do
so. This phased reopening plan is driven
by the following factors: offering public
services to citizens where compliance
with CDC, state, and local guidelines can
be achieved; maintaining the health and
safety of BREC staff and the community;
protecting vulnerable populations; and

See BREC, on page 3
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CONCERT ON WORLD NO TOBACCO DAY

concert...See Page 3

CORONAVIRUS | OUTPOURING
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On World No Tobacco Day, Louisiana high school students will speak out in
support of tobacco-free lifestyles and Clean Air Month by leading a virtual

TESTING IN LA

U.S. Congressman Garret Graves
(South Louisiana) announced a new
federally-funded testing effort by
the Centers for Disease Control
(CDC)...See Page 2

OF SYMPATHY

Grammy-nominated gospel singer
Troy Sneed died last month due to
complications from the new coro-
navirus and now his widow, Emily,
is responding to the public's expres-
sions ..See Page 3
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HRISPY KREME
GRAND OPENING

Baton Rouge residents will celebrate
the return of its beloved destina-
tion for hot, fresh doughnuts and
premium coffee on Tuesday, May 26,
when Krispy Kreme opens a new
shop ...See Page 5

STATE & LOCAL NEWS

Send your news to the news depart-
ment at the Baton Rouge Weekly
Press by emailing it to: brweekly-

press@yahoo.com
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STATE & LOCAL

READER
INFORMATION

WASHINGTON,DC-U.S. w
Congressman Garret Graves (South
Louisiana) announced a new fed-
erally-funded testing effort by the
Centers for Disease Control (CDC)
to significantly expand coronavirus
diagnostic and antibody testing in
Louisiana.

“The United States has con-
ducted more coronavirus testing
than any other country in the world,
but it is still not enough. When you
can’t test adequately, you can’t iso-
late those that are contagious. This
results in a burden or threat on 100%
of the population in the form of stay
home orders, businesses closed and
other restrictions — though current
known cases in the state affects only
0.1891% of Louisiana’s residents.
This $190,781,430 in new federal
funding for testing in Louisiana
will help us to flip the equation
over and identify that fraction of
our residents that have coronavirus
and free up the rest of our citizens,”
Graves bellowed.

U.S. Health and Human Ser-
vices (HHS) Secretary Alex Azar
and President Donald Trump an-
nounced the $190 million in new
CDC funding for Louisiana to com-
plement the nearly $20 million in
cooperative agreement and lab ca-
pacity funding previously provided
to the state. This new commitment
of federal funds is the result of bi-
partisan legislation Congress passed
approximately three weeks ago in
the Paycheck Protection Program
and Health Care Enhancement Act.
U.S. Representatives Ralph Abra-
ham, Clay Higgins, Mike Johnson,
Cedric Richmond, Steve Scalise
and Graves all supported enactment
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General Information. . . . . 225-775-2002
Email ..... brweeklypress@yahoo.com

The office is open 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Monday - Friday and located at 4910 Mon-
ticello Blvd. Baton Rouge, LA70814

Correction Pol

The Baton Rouge Weekly Press strives to be
fair and accurate. The newspaper corrects
any significant errors of fact brought o the
attention of the editor. If you think an
error has been made, call 225-775-2002

U.S. Congressman Garret Graves

of the law.

“We have seen massive job
loss, economic decline and family
businesses going under because of
government restrictions. We need
to focus on reopening, economic
recovery and getting our families
working again — not prolonged
decline. If invested properly, this
record investment in coronavirus
testing in Louisiana provides the
resources to have robust and exten-
sive data guiding efforts to let us
reopen quickly and safely. I encour-
age our legislators and the gover-
nor to quickly tap these resources,
implement a comprehensive testing
program and get Louisiana open
again,” Graves said.

Under the federal program,
the State of Louisiana must submit
testing goals and a plan to achieve
such goals to HHS. According to
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WE ARE THINKING OF YOU SENIORS

Special Editions
Celebrating Our
2020 Graduates

Looking for your Class of 2020
Special Editions Starting May 28!

Join us as we congratulate the Class of 2020 in
our special edition. This keepsake supplement is
the perfect place to your best wishes.

To learn more or reserve your spot in these

special editions contact us by email at
brweeklypress@yahoo.com. or call 225.775.2002

@The feekly Jress

Advertising Deadline: Every Friday at 4:00 pm

CONGRATULATION

CLASS OFF

Graves Announces Massive Boost
| For Coronavirus Testing in Louisiana

HHS, the plan must include:

e Number of tests needed,
month-by-month to include diag-
nostic, serological, and other tests,
as appropriate

e Month-by-month esti-
mates of laboratory and testing
capacity, including related to work-
force, equipment and supplies, and
available tests

e Description of how the
resources will be used for testing,
including easing any COVID-19
community mitigation policies

Graves recently announced
$2.3 million in funding to address
coronavirus testing in underserved
areas of south Louisiana.

LEWIS from page 1

as having my parents, family, and
friends there to love and support
me helped me tremendously,” said
Irene. “As I started at Southern in
the College of Agricultural, Fam-
ily and Consumer Sciences, I also
learned that more than anything,
I had a family away from home
and a support system that would
bring me a long way,” added Irene.

During her college career,
Irene was active in several student
organizations.

She was elected the Na-
tional Undergraduate President
of the Minorities in Agriculture,
Natural Resources and Related
Sciences (MANRRS) organiza-
tion for the 2019-2020 year and
Region IV National Undergraduate
Vice President of MANRRS for the
2018-2019 year where she repre-
sented the organization’s college
chapters in Louisiana, Oklahoma,
Kansas, Missouri, and Texas.
Irene was also active in the local
Southern University Chapter of
MANRRS where she served as
both the Secretary during the 2017-
2018 academic year and Historian
during the 2018-2019 year.

Irene credits her time at
Southern University for helping
her grow as an adult.

Irene is a 22-year-old native
of Baton Rouge by way of Central,
La. She is the daughter of Eric and
Maura Lewis and a 2016 graduate
of Runnels High School.

AmeriHealth Caritas Louisiana Donates
$20,000 to Combat Food Insecurity

BATON ROUGE, La. —
AmeriHealth Caritas Louisiana,
a Healthy Louisiana Medicaid
managed care plan, today an-
nounced a $20,000 donation to
support Feeding Louisiana in
addressing food insecurity in
the state.

Access to nourishing food
is a key determinant of overall
health. Research shows commu-
nities with the highest rates of
food insecurity also face a higher
prevalence for chronic disease[1].
Louisiana has one of the high-
est levels of food insecurity in
the United States. According to
Feeding America:

*  One-in-six Louisiana
households already struggled to
put food on the table before the
COVID-19 pandemic.

o One out of every
four Louisiana children lives in
a food-insecure household. In
rural parishes, it’s one in three.
School closures, job disruptions,
lack of paid sick leave and the
health threat’s disproportionate
impact on the elderly and low-
income families are only a few
aspects of this evolving crisis.

o Food banks are
experiencing a decrease in dona-

tions, unique product distribution
challenges, declining volunteer
groups, and an increased product
demand for vulnerable popula-
tions.

“Few things are more fun-
damental to our ability to lead
healthy and productive lives than
having adequate access to nutri-
tious food,” said AmeriHealth
Caritas Louisiana Market Presi-
dent Kyle Viator. “AmeriHealth
Caritas Louisiana is proud to sup-
port Feeding Louisiana’s mission
to serve as a unified voice for
Louisiana’s hungry by provid-
ing short-term food relief while
seeking long-term solutions to
hunger.”

“Feeding Louisiana and
its members are deeply appre-
ciative for AmeriHealth Caritas
Louisiana’s support of its ef-
forts in responding to increased
food assistance needs due to the
spread of COVID-19,” said Feed-
ing Louisiana Executive Direc-
tor Korey Patty. “This gift will
allow Louisiana’s food banks to
serve more impacted individuals
and families through the distribu-
tion of more than 70,000 meals
to communities in need across all
64 parishes of the state.”

PLaces OF WORSHIP from page 1

ceremony

» State approved fire extin-
guisher within 75 feet of tent
area

* Minimum 7-foot 6-inch
head room (ceiling height)

Crowd managers shall be
provided to call for emergency
evacuation, enforce social dis-
tancing requirements, assign
seating to attendees and further
manage any movement of people
throughout the service.

* This function can be per-
formed by ushers, staff or leader-
ship

* One crowd manager shall
be provided for every 50 persons
in attendance

¢ In the event of a fire or
other emergency they must call
for evacuation and then call 911

* Maintain a 6 foot distance
between persons or congregated
people of household from others
when entering, moving about,
seating or exiting

* Seating of persons or con-
gregated persons of a household
shall be assigned in a manner
that allows spacing of at least 6
feet from all other individuals
seated (this applies to seating
available or either side, forward
or behind)

Louisiana Department of
Health Guidance

It is encouraged that per-
sons be asked not to attend if
they are 65 years or older or have
identified chronic health condi-
tions or comorbidities.

Personal Protective Equip-
ment (PPE)

oCrowd managers are
required to wear face masks/
coverings

oCrowd managers should
wear gloves when handling
chairs and other items as part
of their duties and should wash
their hands before and after as-
sisting with their set up and break
down

olt is strongly recom-
mended that attendees wear
face masks/coverings

¢ Cleaning of Outdoor Din-

ing Areas

¢ Clean the area or item
with soap and water or another
detergent if it is dirty, then use
a disinfectant

e Tables, chairs & seats
should be cleaned after every
service

* Recommended Cleaning
Products

* Clean the area or item
with soap and water or another
detergent if it is dirty, then use
disinfectant

* Recommend use of EPA-
registered household disinfec-
tant: follow the instructions on
the label to ensure safe and ef-
fective use of the product.

* Many products recom-
mend keeping the surface wet
for a period of time (see label)

e Precautions such as wear-
ing gloves and making sure you
have good ventilation during use
of the product

¢ Diluted household bleach
solutions may also be used if
appropriate for the surface

* Check the label to see if
your bleach is intended for dis-
infection and ensure the product
is not past its expiration date.
Some bleaches, such as those
designed to be safe to use on
colored clothing or for whitening
may not be suitable for disinfec-
tion.

e Unexpired household
bleach will be effective against
coronavirus when properly di-
luted. Follow manufacturer's
instructions for application and
proper ventilation. Never mix
bleach with ammonia or any
other cleanser. Leave solution on
the surface for at least 1 minute.

¢ To make a bleach solution,
mix:

* 5 Tablespoons (1/3 cup)
bleach per gallon of water

*OR

* 4 Teaspoons bleach per
quart of water

e Alcohol solutions with at
least 70% alcohol may also be
used

INJURED IN A MO

INJURED IN A CAR WRECK?
INJURED BY AN 18 WHEELER?

—
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™ ILLUSTRATION SHOWING AN ACCIDENT

CALL THE MCMANUS LAW

Charles C. McManus

ATTORNEY AT LAW

8520 Scotland Ave, Suite C ¢ Baton Rouge, [.a. 70807
charlesmcmanus@mcmanuslawoffice.brcoxmail.com
www.charlesmcmanus.com ® Phone225-774-5771

TORCYCLE ACCIDENT?
- \

OFFICE AND GET ALL YOU DESERVE

If this
happens to
you call
ATTORNEY
McMANUS
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BREC from page 1

adjusting the plan as the situation
warrants.

In stage one, the following
facilities and amenities will reopen
with safety restrictions and modi-
fications in place:

e Baton Rouge Zoo (Mem-
bers-only opening 18-20 and Public
opening May 21)

e Bluebonnet Swamp Na-
ture Center trails (May 18)

e Dog parks (May 18)

e Magnolia Mound
grounds (May 18)

e Public restrooms in com-
munity parks (May 18)

e Recreation centers in
community parks (May 18)

e Tennis centers (May 18)

e Neighborhood practice
fields for individual or same house-
hold activities with groups under
ten people (Continuous)

e Trails and green spaces
will remain open as they have
throughout the pandemic; golf
courses will also remain open
(Continuous)

In order to adhere to National
Recreation and Park Association
(NRPA) and CDC recommenda-
tions and guidelines, BREC will
not reopen playgrounds, outdoor
fitness equipment, pavilions, fit-
ness centers, senior centers, splash
pads, swimming pools, Liberty La-
goon Water Park, large outdoor
venues such as Burbank Soccer
Complex, Central Sports Com-
plex, Oak Villa Sports Complex,
Memorial Stadium, Goldsby Field
and Olympia Stadium, Farr Park
Equestrian Center and Indepen-
dence Park Theatre during the first
stage of the reopening plan.

In compliance with state
health officials, CDC and American
Camp Association (ACA) recom-
mendations, BREC will continue
offering extraordinary summer ex-
periences in a modified manner.
Virtual experiences will continue
to be offered and a limited num-
ber of modified in-person camps
are tentatively scheduled to start
June 8. More details on registration
and additional safety measures in
place will be posted at brec.org/
summercamp as information be-
comes available.

Louisiana Youth Host Statewide Virtual
Concert on World No Tobacco Day

Concert Features
Dee-1and Terry
& the Zydeco
Bad Boys

NEW ORLEANS, La—May
22,2020 — On World No Tobacco
Day, Louisiana high school stu-
dents will speak out in support of
tobacco-free lifestyles and Clean
Air Month by leading a virtual
concert. The concert will feature
Dee-1 and Terry & The Zydeco
Bad Boys and is available via the
Zoom platform.

Dee-1 is rapper hailing from
New Orleans, with viral hits like
“Sallie Mae Back™ and “I know
God.” He has collaborated with
and performed alongside plati-
num artists such as Lupe Fiasco,
Macklemore, Drake, Akon, Lil
Wayne, The Roots, Trey Songz,
and Sevyn Streeter. He continues
to make culturally relevant hits
and stay true to his #Mission Vi-
sion.

Founded in 2001 and hail-
ing from Duson, Louisiana, Terry
& the Zydeco Bad Boys play a
traditional style of zydeco with
a touch of Funk.

The students are members
of Next Era, a statewide youth
movement promoting healthy,
tobacco-free lifestyles. The Loui-
siana Campaign for Tobacco-Free

Dee-1

Living (TFL) oversees Next Era’s
efforts in Louisiana.

In addition to educating stu-
dents and adults on the health risks
of smoking and vaping, Next Era
members frequently advocate for
the Healthier Air for All (HAFA)
program. HAFA focuses on elimi-
nate smoking in all spaces and
places on behalf of the 78 percent
of Louisiana residents who are

Terry & the Zydeco Bad Boys

not smokers but are affected by
secondhand smoke. Secondhand
smoke can cause short-term ill-
nesses, including bronchitis and
asthma attacks, and prolonged ex-
posure can lead to strokes, heart
attacks, or lung cancer.
Currently, there is no compre-
hensive, statewide policy against
smoking in public spaces. The
Louisiana Smoke-Free Air Act,

which was passed in 2006, elimi-
nated smoking in public places
and restaurants, but exempts bars
and gaming facilities.
Representatives from TFL
and members of Next Era are
available for interviews online.
B WHEN: Friday, May 29
3—4pm.
B WHERE: https://zoom.
us/j/8817164505

VISUALS: Next Era
high school youth will demon-
strate their passion for World No
Tobacco Day by educating people
about the dangers of tobacco use
on Zoom. Students will share per-
sonal anecdotes about the effects
of tobacco use in their lives and
encourage concertgoers to fill out
messages of support for Healthier
Air For All.

BUDGET from page 1

that work,” higher education com-
missioner Kim Hunter Reed said.

Republican caucus head
Rep. Blake Miguez, New Iberia,
amended the bill to withhold
money from LDH if it penalizes
Louisianans who refuse to an-
swer contact tracers’ questions

about their activities during the
pandemic.

“(My constituents) sure don’t
want the government calling and
asking them questions about where
they’ve been and what they do,”
Rep. R. Dewith Carrier, R-Oak-
dale, said.

The department has repeat-
edly said participation in contact
tracing is voluntary and that it has

—
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no plans to prosecute people who
ignore the state’s questions.
The largest divide between
the Edwards administration and
some lawmakers appears to be
LDH’s plan to adjust how hos-
pitals are reimbursed for cov-
ering Medicaid patients. Some
money would be diverted away
from some hospitals to others that
provide services to more people.

The concept appears popular,
even with legislators who would
not normally align with Edwards,
but some fear the administration
is rushing the process.

“What I get from LDH on this
issue is, ‘Just trust us, the model-
ing is good. Blah, blah, yeah yeah
yeah. Let me just try and mumble
through this and we’ll move on
to the next step,”” he said. “It’s

frustrating to me because this is
really what’s going to matter at
the end of the day.”

The budget now moves to the
House floor for a full debate on
May 26. Lawmakers have until
June 1 to pass the budget, other-
wise, they’ll have to return in a
special session before the fiscal
year ends on July 1.
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WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED

I can help you protect more than youd expect. I also have lots of ways
to help you save when you bundle your polices. Get the savings you

deserve. Call or stop by my office for a free quote.
A s —_ — “ ..
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AGNES SMITH ANDREWS

Insurance Agent/Owner

214 S. Acadian Thruway
Baton Rouge LA 70806

Phone: 225.383.0877
Fax: 225.383.0877
Claims: 225.383.0877

Baton Rouge is OPEN FOR BUSINESS! It’s a new day in
Baton Rouge, a new day in business and as a business
community we will show the world our resilience and
commitment to our community. Let’s do this together
and make Baton Rouge proud! Let’s shop. Dine out.
Celebrate the arts. Enjoy the outdoors. And BUY LOCAL.
A strong economy is important to the future and BR
needs our support now. Be safe, stay healthy—and keep
Baton Rouge moving forward.

Together, WE ARE BACK TO BUSINESS.

backtobusinessbr.com

Allstate.

You're in good hands.

Email: AgnesAndrews@Allstate.com
www.allstateagencies.com/agnesandrews
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RELIGION

Streaming
LIVE Churches

ILIVEG®)
STREAMING

B Qasis Christian Church:
Bishop Charles E. Wallace
Sunday Morning 8:00 A.M.
Wednesday Night Bible Study
7:00 PM.
https://livestream.com/ac-
counts/27567249/events/8379840

B Rose Hill Church:

Pastor Danny Donaldson

See website for times
https://www.facebook.com/rose-
hillbatonrouge

B Living Faith Christian Ctr.
Bishop Raymond Johnson
Sunday at 10:00am
e YouTube: https://www.
youtube.com/channel/
UCiHSeRaHIS8ewCoFh-
cYHGnOQ
o Piksel: https://campus piksel.
com/living-faith-cc
* Facebook: https://www.face-
book.com/LivingFaithChris-
tianCenterBR/

B Mt. Carmel Baptist Church
Rev., Dr. Andra Johnson

Sunday at 9:30am
https:/iwww.mtcarmelbtr.com/?fbc-
lid=IwAR2yeejE375iYoMvJarHB
FFsg9uWpJclExzVVjZNIhUvsSf-

And Then It Was Silent No More

DRr. JAMES L. SNYDER

During this time of exclu-
sive lockdown, I and the Gracious
Mistress of the Parsonage have
grown accustomed to silence.

Silence is wonderful and
soothing, enabling me to sit back
and enjoy a good read. There is
nothing like reading a book, and
from my point of view, I have not
read a book unless I have read it
ten times.

Just as I was getting ad-
justed to "The Sounds of Silence,"
our routine changed drastically.
I really did not see this coming.

Last Tuesday as my wife
went to the front door, she turned,
looked at me and said, "Honey,"
(I think she calls me "Honey"
because she can't remember my
name), "I'm going to go shopping
this morning and use some of
those wonderful gift cards I got."

It was along morning, and
finally, I heard my wife backing
into the driveway and parked her
van. She came to the door and
asked if I could help her put some
things into the garage.

As we took the package out
of her van, I asked, "What did
you get?"

"I got a power saw for my
workshop. Lowe's was having a
sale, and I couldn't refuse."

"What do you need a power
saw for?"

"I just have a few projects in
my workshop, and this will come

Dr. James L. Snyder

I was happy that she was
happy, and that always makes for
a good time.

I just settled in and was
reading the next chapter in my
book and enjoying the silence
around me when suddenly I heard
what sounded like an explosion.

Burrrrrrrrrrr. It seemed to
get louder and louder. The very
room where I was setting shook
with the racket.

I jumped out of my chair
and ran to the garage as fast as
I could. The closer I got to the
garage, the louder the sound was.

When I got into the garage
where my wife was, the saw was
running as loud as I have ever
heard anything, and she was cut-
ting boards. When I saw her, I
noticed the biggest smile I've seen
on her face in a long time.

"Is there anything wrong,"
I shouted over the noise.

She heard me, turned off the
power saw, looked at me with that
smile still on her face and said,
"Nothing. I'm only testing my
power saw to make sure it works."

Then she turned back to the
power saw, turned it on, and the
noise resumed. I could see she
was happy and enjoying herself,
as I have not seen her lately. |
guess all the silence in our home
has come to an end, this will be
our "new normal.

I walked back to my chair,
sat down, and listened to the sound
coming from the garage.

For a few moments, I just
sat there, thinking and listening,
and I came to a marvelous con-
clusion. If this is what makes my
wife happy, then I too, am happy.
For the rest of the day, I enjoyed
"The Absence of Silence" filling
our home.

I remembered what I once
read in the book of Proverbs.
"Happy is the man that findeth
wisdom, and the man that getteth
understanding" (Proverbs 3:13).

Wisdom and understanding
can have a practical application.
‘When I have the wisdom to know
what makes my wife happy, I will
understand what true happiness is.

Dr. James L. Snyder is pas-
tor of the Family of God Fellow-
ship, Ocala, FL. 34472. He lives
with his wife in Silver Springs
Shores. Call him at 352-216-3025
or e-mail jamessnyder2 @att.net.
The church web site is www.

C30AiyTGow2k in handy.” whatafellowship.com.
Mgg "AWoman Called By God With AVision" | | TEAM IMPACT CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY
Patricia Hatch Ha

Hope & Healing Outrea

PO BOX 53373 - Baton Rouge, LA 70892

225-603-2244

- §P202P

EQUIPPING ORDINARY PEOPLE FOR EXTRA-ORDINARY MINISTRY

Enrollment Year Round Most credits transferable Accredited

8894 Airline Hwy. Baton Rouge, LA 70815
562.756.1490 - dorothystewart90@yahoo.com

- If you are looking for an accredited Christian University that
M\ . offers Spirit-anointed courses at all levels then Team Impact
Christian University is for you!

Through our campus in Baton Rouge and online programs,
you have access to numerous courses - from Certificate in
Ministry all the way through to our Doctor of Ministry Degree.

Bishop & First Lady
J. L. DeCuir

Troy Sneed's Widow,
Emily, Responds to Public
Outpouring of Sympathy

Troy and Emily Sneed, widow thanks public for outpouring of sym-
pathy | Bill Carpenter

Grammy-nominated
gospel singer Troy Sneed died
last month due to complications
from the new coronavirus and
now his widow, Emily, is re-
sponding to the public's expres-
sions of sympathy and love.

Known for uplifting
songs such as “The Struggle
Is Over,” Sneed died on April
27 at the age of 52.

“As we continue to ma-
neuver our new normal with
shattered hearts, we are con-
stantly comforted by the con-
tinuous displays of love shown
to us in Troy’s passing,” Emily
said in a statement shared with
The Christian Post.

“With sincere gratitude,
we want to thank each and
every one of you for every

prayer, call, text, post, email,
card, meal, and or gift, she
added.

Despite her heartache,
the grieving wife is still giv-
ing glory to God.

“Although, our loss is
immeasurable, we give God all
the glory for the time we were
allotted with Troy and will hold
tight to the many memories to
move forward," Emily added.
"As it is a confusing time, we
have currently postponed me-
morial services until the climate
allows for a celebration of life
more befitting of the man Troy
was and the life he led.”

Following his death,
sales and consumption of

See SNEED on page 5

ON EAGLE WINGS MINISTRIES

1746 Scenic Hwy
Baton Rouge La.70802

Inspirational message:
Daily via Facebook Live:J. L. DeCuir

Look up an live because
God is on your side

CHURCH
DIRECTORY

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the
manner of some; but exhorting one another: and so much
the more, as ye see the day approaching. - Hebrews 10:25

Church directory ads starting at $10 per
week call us for details 225.775.2002

We Don't Count Numbers. We Make Numbers Count

DISMCIIPIﬁEIS OUTREACH

| 2032 Gore Rd, * Baton Rouge, LA 70807

| Sunday Service........ccooeveveerevennee. 9:00 am
Sunday School........cccceveveveenennene. 8:00 am
Bible Studay .........cccoeveuenence Mon.7:00 pm
Saturday Sabbath ................. Sat. 11:00 am

Bishop Thelma Pearl Senior Pastor
Bishop Michael Pearl, Assistant Pastor

S TRY

Kingdom Life Family Center

Sundays at 10am

Wednesday Inspirational RINGROM LY
Service 7pm A

. * Youth ministry every Sunday and Wednesday
e Women's Ministry 2nd Saturday's

P

-
HEBREWS 6:1

BISHOP DESIGNATE DOROTHY DANIEL
SENIOR PASTOR

8894 AIRLINE HWY. BATON ROUGE, LA 70815
www.kingdomlifebr.com

CAMPHOR MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
8742 Scenic Highway — Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807

Telephone: (225) 775-4106 -
Rev. Elenora Mackey Cushenberry, Th.D, Senior Pastor
Rev. Tiffanie C. Postell, Associate Pastor

.................................. 9:30 a.m.
............................... 10:55 a.m.

Sunday School ........cccecvevevennnen.
Worship Service......c.coccvverueunnee
Youth Sunday & Contemporary Worship........ 2nd Sun. 8:00 a.m.

Fax: (225) 615-8359

Good Shepherd Full Gospel B.C.

The People’s Church
2865 Mission Drive ® Baton Rouge, 70805 © Telephone (225)356-5873
H. Hayes, Pastor

Bishop

Hour of Power ......
Sunday Schoo
Church Servic

Communion S
Bible Study Wednesda
Sister/Brotherhood Meet

12 Noon Each Wednesday
....8:00am

00am

00am

:00pm

... 6:00pm

Baton Rouge, LA 70807
Phone: 225-775-9756
Web Address: saintjohnbc.org

Bible Study ...c..ccooveeieiniiiiins Wed. 12:00 Noon and 5:00 p.m.
Prayer MINistry .......occoceeeveneinenereneneceeeeneenes Tues 6:00 p.m.
ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH
Dr. Donald R. Ruth, Pastor
820 New Rafe Mayer Road

NEW BIRTH

FULL GOSPEL MINISTRIES

1283 Rosenwald Road
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807

Bishop I.J. Payne, Pastor

New Jerusalem
Faith Fellowship

982 N 46th St, Baton Rouge, La. 70802

We believe the Bible to be the inspired and only infallible writ-
ten Word of God. We believe that there is One God, eternally
existent in Three Persons; God the Father, God the Son and
God the Holy Spirit.

Dr. Donald Ruth, Pastor
Worship Times:

CrossWalk Classes: Sundays 9:20 AM - 10:30 AM
Sunday Worship Experience: 11:00 AM
Uplift Training: Thursdays 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM

'"THE NEW LIFE' Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.
— 2 Corinthians 5:17

SUNDAY SUNDAY
WORSHIP SCHOOL
Every Sunday Every Sunday
at 11:30 A M. at 9:30 AM.
HOLY HOUR OF

¢ COMMUNION POWER

| Every 3rd Sunday Every Friday
| at 11:30 AM. at 12 NOON

Radio Broadcast 1st and 3rd_Sunday WXOK at 8:00am

NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
5856 Greenwell Springs Road * Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806
Telephone: (225) 926-0246 * Facsimile: (225) 925-8022
Toll Free: 888-700-6174
Websites: www.newhopebr.com

Rev. Leo Cyrus Sr., Pastor

CHURCH SCHEDULE
Sunday Morming WOrShID ....c..evcceeeeescess oo 10:45 AM
LOTT'S SUDPBT .o 3rd Sundays
SUNOAYVSENOO, 2005 o B s s 9:30 AM
Prayer Service....... .. Wed. @6:00 PM
BIDIE SHUAY ..o Wed- @ 7:00 PM

Mission Statement: New Hope Baptist Church is a family of baptized believers
who worship the Lord our God in spirit and in truth, teach the saved to reach the
lost and minister to the needs of others, while encouraging one another through
acts of love and living in obedience to Gods Word
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BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

A Guide to Local Businesses Serving the Commundty

To Advertise your Business in the Business Directory,
PLEASE CALL (225) 775-2002 TODAY!

CJW Distributors, LLC

Email: cjw7@att.net
www.cjwdistributors.com

2303 West Highmeadow Ct.
Baton Rouge, LA 70816

Ph: 225-292-0305

Cell: 225-405-3427
Fax: 225-292-0307

Toll Free: 800-240-9507

President .;‘

WT AND ASSOCIATES

ENGINEERING CONSULTANTS AND CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT SERVICES

.

“Team Working For Success Through Quality Performance”

“Teaming with Shreveport for progress”
W.T. Winfield, Manager
Civil Engineers Needed
318-222-0639 Shreveport Office
1-866-324-WTAA Toll Free

COOPER CREDIT CORPORATION, INC.

Cynthia Travis

Manager
4220 Florida Boulevard, Suite B Ph. (225) 923-0800
Baton Rouge. Louisiana 70806 Fax (225) 923-0815
wwuw.coopercreditine.com

LWS

LOUISIANA WASTE SYSTEM

225-929-9668 Phone
225-929-9669 Fax

21306 Dallas Dr.|Baton Rouge, LA 70806
\_'m\\.louisianawasle.com

GET YOUR
BUSINESS NOTICED

HERE

CALL 225.775.2002 -« THE ERWEEKLYPRESS

Leafi

Filter NO MORE GUTTER CLEANING,
OR YOUR MONEY BACK - GUARANTEED

GUTTER
PROTECTION

Installs on your
V existing gutters!

0,
% m 1 E iOFF ENTIRE,
FINANCING* '-WF“-TEFL

| PLUS AN ADDITIONA B Ses
SENIOR OR MILITARY DISCOUNT!
We offer Senior & Military discounts
ON TOP of the 15% off & 0% financing!

. CALL US TODAY
For A FREE Estimate!

1-866-393-4849

Promo Number: 285
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm
Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Sell it in the
classifieds

One man’s trash
is another man'’s
treasure!

The MWeekly

Place your ad today! (225)775-2002

Hress

BUSINESS

Krispy Kreme on Plank Road
Primed for May 26 Grand Opening

All-new shop includes
enhanced quest
experiences

BATON ROUGE, La—Baton
Rouge residents will celebrate the
return of its beloved destination for
hot, fresh doughnuts and premium
coffee on Tuesday, May 26, when
Krispy Kreme opens a new shop
at its 5504 Plank Road location.

The shop features a new de-
sign that offers a “stylistic wink”
to Krispy Kreme’s heritage, while
capturing the brand’s fun, warm
and authentic personality. Guests
will also experience digital and
interactive enhancements, includ-
ing digital menu boards and a new
oversized Hot Light.

Throughout the first week of

the grand opening, Krispy Kreme
will randomly surprise drive-thru
guests with a range of offers, in-
cluding delicious free treats.
“We are so grateful for the
patience, understanding and ex-
citement that our fans and guests
throughout Baton Rouge have

shown while we designed and
built this incredible new shop to
serve them,” said Tim Mossor,
Krispy Kreme District Manager.
“We’re confident that when they
visit, they’ll be thrilled with the
experience, including melt-in-your-
mouth doughnuts.”

The Baton Rouge shop drive-
thru will be open 24 hours, seven
days a week.

Krispy Kreme continues to
put the well-being of its custom-
ers and team members first by
complying with government and
health-related guidelines to enable
doughnuts to be enjoyed safely.
While the shop’s lobby is tempo-
rarily closed, guests can purchase
doughnuts via the drive-thru or
order doughnuts online or through
the Krispy Kreme app for door-
side pick-up or delivery within 10
miles of the shop’s location. Please
visit KrispyKreme.com for details
regarding other updates to Krispy
Kreme’s safety measures.

Share how you’re celebrat-
ing the reopening of the Krispy
Kreme Baton Rouge shop by using
#KrispyKreme on social media and
tagging @krispykreme.

Mayor Broome Announces Partnership With Dollar General to Increase Food Access

BATON ROUGE, La. -
Mayor-President Sharon Weston
Broome announced a partnership
with Dollar General to expand
affordable and nutritious foods
through the addition of fresh fruits
and vegetables at two Baton Rouge
locations. Stores at 6315 Scenic
Highway and 5455 Airline Highway
in Baton Rouge recently added fresh
produce in mid-April 2020.

"We are thrilled that Dollar
General has partnered with my
office to increase the product of-
ferings of their stores on Scenic
and Airline Highway to sell fresh
produce,” said Mayor Broome.

“This public-private partnership
is part of my administration's goal
to address nutritional food access
issues in our community. We look
forward to continuing to work with
Dollar General."

This partnership is in con-
junction with the Food Insecurity
and its Sequelae on Health (F1.S H.)
Program implemented by Mayor
Broome and Our Lady of the Lake
North, which is open to commu-
nity members and clinic patients.
The program features a five-part
cooking series where participants
and their families will learn how to
cook heart healthy meals that are

nutritious and affordable.
Mayor-President Broome,
her entire staff and the Geaux Get
Healthy Initiative. It also demon-
strates the possibilities when cities
and companies work together to find
solutions for their communities,”
said Jason Reiser, Dollar General’s
executive vice president and chief
merchandising officer. “This year,
Dollar General plans to add our pro-
duce assortment to approximately
400 stores across the country, and
we’re excited to have two of these
locations in Baton Rouge. We ap-
preciate the collaborative spirit from
Mayor-President Broome and Baton

Rouge, and we look forward to con-
tinuing our longstanding, positive
relationship with the city.”

The cooking series, “Simple
Cooking with Heart,” will be put
on by the American Heart Associa-
tion; food for the program will be
supplied by Dollar General.

The F.I.S.H. Program will
offer the participants the opportu-
nity to attend a monthly class with
a licensed nutritionist and a fresh
food tour with a licensed nutritionist
in Dollar General locations.

SNEED from page 4

Sneed’s music is at an all-time high.
His latest album, All My Best, has
been on radio circulation featur-
ing hits such as “My Heart Says
Yes,” “Kept by His Grace” and
“Hallelujah.”

“Troy was like a brother
to me,” Mike Chandler, CEO of
Rejoice! Musical Soul Food radio
network, told Action News Jax. “He
was a businessman. He was a hus-
band; he was a father. He was an
industry leader, so it’s not just my
loss, it’s a loss to the whole industry.
He was one of the most talented
men in our industry, but more im-
portantly, Troy was a good person
and he did a lot of good work. The
world is going to miss him.”

Sneed lived in Perry, Florida,
with his family, Billboard reported,
and is responsible for arranging
music for the 1996 Denzel Wash-
ington and Whitney Houston film,
“The Preacher's Wife.”

He later created an offshoot
of the Georgia Mass Choir called
the Youth for Christ Choir which
comprised of 300 members be-
tween the ages of 12 and 18. In

2005, shortly after Sneed and his
wife, Emily, created their own label,
Emtro Gospel, Youth for Christ was
one of their earliest signings. The
Struggle Is Over was the choir’s

first album for Emtro in 2006. The
title track, which featured gospel
vocalist Jonathan Nelson, reached
No. 1 on the Billboard Top Gospel
Singles chart and was nominated

for a Soul Train Music Award. The
album won a Stellar Award in 2007
for Children’s Performance of the
Year.

Next to Burger King

’ NEW Locatlon.
6180 airtine Hwy.-BA.tA | J Y

Super codl Fashions Men's Wear

S Huge
A Im en

?ory

Check Out
Our. Sale'

Mon.- Sat 10-8 K.ith B. () Co.mor "~ Remenberthename.

Sun. 12:30-6

Owner/Operator

EsuperCoolEashionsiMenisiWea

Classifieds

Sell your stuff, advertise jobs or a place to rent. You can do it ALL here!

¥

For legals, please call the
Classified Department at (225) 225.775.2002
or email brweeklypress@yahoo.com

F SELL YOUR CAR - 1 month for $80 ] | ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS - 1 month for $150 I [ ADVERTISE ON 247praiseradio.com I
CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS
PUBLIC NOTICE
JOIN THE NEW BATON ROUGE
aﬁﬂ Ll jﬁ FIND IT Request for Proposals
eekly Jdress ALL IN THE Microtransit Pilot Program
Solicitation #2020-Microtransit-001
CLASSIFIEDS

Central and surrounding areas.

cial Media Professionals.

The Bator Rouge Weekly Press is Baton
Rouge’s oldest and number one source for
African Americans in Baton Rouge, Baker,

The BR Weekly Press is currently look-
ing for Freelance Writers, Photographers,
Videographers, Writers, Bloggers and So-

For more information or to submit your re-
sume’ call us at 225-775-2002 or email us
at https://www.brweeklypress.com/hiring

CALL

225.775.2002

The Capital Area Transit System (CATS), a political subdi-
vision of the State of Louisiana, operating the public transit
system in EBR Parish is accepting Offers for Microtransit.
Sealed offers are due to CATS Procurement Department
by March 11,2020 at 10:00 AM (local time) at 350 N. Don-
moor, Baton Rouge, LA 70806. A copy of this RFP can be
found on CATS website at: https://www.brcats.com/page/
procurement. Written questions will be accepted through
February 19, 2020 via email at: catsprocurement@brcats.
com. Offerors are reminded to check CATS website often
for addenda and other important dates in reference to this
RFP. CATS is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
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Get Serious
LOUISIANA

USE YOUR HEAD...STOP THE SPREAD!
STOPGOVID-19

GOV. JOHN BEL EDWARDS MOVES LOUISIANA INTO

PHASE ONE

OF A ROADMAP TO A RESILIENT

QUL ILAINA

Phase 0ne guidance allows essential businesses to remain open. Churches and restaurants,
cafes and coffee shops may continue to conduct outdoor service not limited by 25 percent of
indoor capacity so long as strict social distancing is practiced.

These husinesses are also now open
with 25% occupancy, sanitation, and distancing guidelines:

- Salons
- Boutiques
- Offices
- Restaurants, Gates and Coffee Shops
- Shopping Malls
- Gyms and Fitness Centers
- Barher & Beauty Shops and Nail Salons
- Movie Theaters
- Racetracks (open via Off Track Betting locations)
- Museums, Zoos & Aquariums (no tactile exhibits)
- Bars and Breweries with LDH Food Permits
- Casinos and Video Poker establishments may open at 25% occupancy

*IT IS REGOMMENDED TO MASK UP! WHENEVER YOU ARE OUT IN PUBLIC*

LET'S STAY SERIOUS LOUISIANA!

KEEP CALM THROUGH COVID HOTLINE | 866.310.7977 DIAL 211 FOR INFORMATION UPDATES

TEXT “LAGOVID"” TO 67283 FOR THE MOST GURRENT INFO

coRONAVIRUS.LA.cov I
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