
American Airlines will begin 
offering daily nonstop flights this 
summer between Baton Rouge and 
Washington, D.C., providing offi-
cials and other travelers from both 
capitals an alternative option to 
flying out of New Orleans.

The direct flights between 
Baton Rouge Metro Airport and 
Reagan National Airport will begin 
on June 1 with a 76-passenger 
Embraer 175 jet with first-class, 
premium economy and economy 
seating.

Baton Rouge Mayor Sha-
ron Broome announced the deal 
Thursday, saying the new flight 
was made possible through many 
years of negotiations with Ameri-
can Airlines and a $2 million eco-
nomic incentive package.

“A nonstop flight from Baton 
Rouge to Washington, D.C., is 
monumental for our city and re-
gion,” Broome said in a press re-
lease. “Connecting the capital of 
Louisiana with our nation’s capital 
will bring tourists and businesses 
directly into Baton Rouge without 
having to travel through the New 
Orleans area. This nonstop flight 
has been a decade in the making, 
and the Baton Rouge community 
is ready to take advantage of this 
incredible opportunity. It will el-
evate our economic development 
at home and enhance our impact 
in the nation’s capital.”

The Baton Rouge airport was 
one of 25 applicants selected for 
a $1 million U.S. Department of 
Transportation grant. Its Small 
Community Air Service Devel-
opment Program (SCASDP) is a 
federal grant designed for small 
community airports.
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WEATHER

INDEX

THUR. 0/03
Rain
High 61°.

TUE. 01/31
Rain
High 55°.

MON. 01/30
Partly Cloudy
High 57°.

WED. 02/01
Cloudy
High 73°.
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Baton Rouge, La. — The 
city of Baton Rouge was shaken 
to its core when a mass shooting 
occurred at The Dior Bar and 
Lounge early Sunday morning. 
In response to this tragic event, 
Mayor-President Sharon Weston 
Broome delivered a powerful 
state-of-the-city speech, address-
ing both crime and public safety 
concerns as well as progress that 
has been made to combat them.

According to the Baton 
Rouge Police Department, the 
shooting left 12 people hospital-
ized, with nine of the victims 
suffering injuries that are not 
considered life-threatening, and 
three with injuries that are life-
threatening in nature. Detectives 
have determined that this was 
a ‘targeted attack,’ and Mayor 
Broome has called for the arrests 
of everyone involved.

“Once again, someone de-
cides that they’re going to pick 
up a gun and go after some-
one they have a beef within 
a nightclub filled with young 
people,” Mayor Broome said. 
“This senseless act of violence, 
and no act of violence will go 
unchecked in the city of Baton 
Rouge.”

Despite this devastating 
incident, Mayor Broome high-
lighted that the city has seen 
some progress in addressing 
crime. According to BRPD, 
there has been a 21% decrease 
in city-limit homicides as of 

December 22, 2022. However, 
some citizens still feel indifferent 
about how safe the city might be.

Mayor Broome urged that 
we cannot allow isolated events 
to become the city’s narrative. 
“We should not let individu-
als put us into a box of fear,” 
Broome said.

In addition to calling for 
swift justice for those involved 
in the mass shooting, Mayor 
Broome also called for a thor-
ough investigation by the Al-
cohol Beverage and Control 
Board into the incident. She 

emphasized that any person or 
business promoting this type 
of activity throughout the city 
should be held accountable. “If 
we have establishments that are 
promulgating this type of behav-
ior or are not in compliance with 
ABC, they need to be called to 
the carpet,” Mayor Broome said.

Mayor Broome also dis-
cussed improvements around 
infrastructure and plans to fix 
the city’s drainage system in her 
speech. She said several projects 
are underway to address those 
issues, and the city is committed 

to making Baton Rouge a safer 
and more prosperous place for 
all its citizens.

The mass shooting at The 
Dior Bar and Lounge was a tragic 
and horrific event that left the 
city of Baton Rouge reeling. 
However, Mayor-President 
Sharon Weston Broome’s state 
of the city speech was a pow-
erful reminder that the city is 
progressing in addressing crime 
and public safety concerns and 

Mayor Broome’s State of the City addresses 
crime, public safety after mass shooting

Mayor-President Sharon Weston Broome urged that we cannot allow isolated events to become the city’s narra-
tive. “We should not let individuals put us into a box of fear,” Broome said.

Mayor Broome 
highlighted that the 
city has seen some 
progress in 
addressing crime

The city of Boston recently 
unveiled a new sculpture, crafted 
by the conceptual artist Hank 
Willis Thomas, in honor of the 
iconic civil rights figures Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. and Coretta 
Scott King. The artist, who was 
chosen from a pool of 125 ap-
plicants, was initially surprised 
by his selection, stating, "When 
I submitted the proposal, I didn’t 
even think that we really had a 
chance."

The bronze structure, en-
titled "The Embrace," depicts 
the Kings in a moment of af-
fection, captured in a famous 
photograph taken after Martin 
received the Nobel Peace Prize 
in 1964. Measuring 20 feet in 
length and 26 feet in width, the 
monument is situated at Boston 
Common, the oldest city park 

in America. It aims to inspire 
visitors and pay tribute to the 
legacy of the Kings.

The unveiling ceremony, 
which took place on Friday, 
was attended by several no-
table figures, including Martin 
Luther King III, the son of the 
civil rights leaders, and Yolanda 
Renee King, the 14-year-old 
granddaughter of the Kings, 
who delivered a speech on racial 
equality at the Lincoln Memo-
rial in 2020.

The monument, which took 
five years to create, is intended 
to reflect the deep love and con-
nection shared by the Kings and 
highlight the power of a single, 
iconic moment in their lives. The 
artist, Thomas, noted that the 
sculpture also serves as a meta-
phor for Martin's legacy, which 
Coretta carried on for decades 
after his assassination in 1968.

Coretta, who was not only 
the wife of Martin but also a civil 
rights activist in her own right, 

continued to promote peace 
and equality and advocate for 
marginalized communities, in-
cluding LGBTQ individuals, 
women, children, and the poor. 
She even led a protest for bet-
ter living wages with more than 
40,000 people shortly after her 
husband's death. Despite being 
King's wife, Thomas noted that 
Coretta's gender often marginal-
ized her role in the civil rights 
movement

Monument honoring Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
and Coretta Scott King unveiled in Boston

The Embrace, the new memorial sculpture in Boston made in tribute to Martin Luther King Jr. and Coretta Scott 
King, was unveiled on Friday. Lane Turner/Boston Globe via Getty Images

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. hugs his 
wife Coretta during a news confer-
ence following the announcement 
that he had been awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize on Oct. 14, 1964. (Bet-
tmann Archive)

The Honorable John Michael 
Guidry, a lifelong resident of East 
Baton Rouge Parish, was inducted 
as the 15th Chief Judge of the Loui-
siana First Circuit Court of Appeal 
at an investiture ceremony on Janu-
ary 19, 2023. Judge Guidry will 
serve as the first African Ameri-
can Chief Judge in the more than 
century-long history of the First 
Circuit Court of Appeal. The cer-
emony occurred at the courthouse 
at 1600 North Third Street, Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana.

The First Circuit, one of Loui-
siana's five intermediate appellate 
courts, is domiciled in East Baton 
Rouge Parish and serves the fol-
lowing sixteen parishes: Ascen-
sion, Assumption, East Baton 
Rouge, East Feliciana, Iberville, 
Lafourche, Livingston, Pointe Cou-
pee, St. Helena, St. Mary, St. Tam-
many, Tangipahoa, Terrebonne, 
Washington, West Baton Rouge, 
and West Feliciana.

Judge Guidry is a distin-
guished graduate of McKinley 
Senior High School, class of 1980. 
He attained a Bachelor of Arts in 
Political Science from Louisiana 
State University in 1983, and in 
1987, he graduated cum laude 
from the Southern University 
Law Center.

Before his judicial tenure, 
Judge Guidry served in the Loui-
siana Legislature. He began his 
career as a legislative assistant to 
the Honorable Joseph A. Delpit. 
He served as the Assistant Clerk 
of the Louisiana House of Repre-
sentatives and an assistant parish 
attorney. In 1991, he was elected 
to represent House District 67 in 
the House of Representatives. Two 
years later, in 1993, he was elected 
to represent Senate District 14 in 
the State Senate.

In 1997, Judge Guidry was 

Judge John Guidry 
inducted as the 
15th Chief Judge 
of the Louisiana 
First Circuit Court 
of Appeal

The Honorable John Michael Guidry

See GUIDRY, on page 2

See MAYOR on page 2

American Airlines 
to begin nonstop 
flights from 
Baton Rouge to 
Washington, D.C.

Louisiana Democratic Party 
chair, Katie Bernhardt, left the door 
open for a potential run for gover-
nor but also stated her commitment 
to supporting a united Democratic 
candidate. She expressed her will-
ingness to back Louisiana Trans-
portation Secretary Shawn Wilson 
if he enters the governor's race. Ber-
nhardt spoke about the issue while 
at the Washington Hilton, where the 
political Washington Mardi Gras is 
taking place. She revealed she had 
recent talks with both Governor 
John Bel Edwards and Wilson, and 
said she would back Wilson if the 
Democratic Party decides to sup-
port him. Bernhardt didn't dismiss 
the possibility of her own run when 
asked. Earlier in the week, a state-
wide political TV ad spotlighting 
her began airing.

Bernhardt stated that she is 
dedicated to bringing the Demo-
cratic Party together to support 
a single candidate. She believes 

Katie Bernhardt 
committed to 
uniting behind 
one candidate’ 
for governor

See GOVENOR, on page 3
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elected to the First Circuit Court 
of Appeal.

In addition to his judicial 
and legislative career, Judge 
Guidry served as a commis-
sioner of the Greater Baton 
Rouge Port Commission and 
the Greater Baton Rouge Met-
ropolitan Airport Commission. 
Since 1988, Judge Guidry has 
served as an adjunct professor 
at the Southern University Law 
Center, where he has imparted 
knowledge to governors, district 
attorneys, legislators, and even 
fellow judiciary members. He 
also served as an adjunct pro-
fessor in the Nelson Mandela 
School of Public Policy at South-
ern University for over 25 years.

Judge Guidry is a frequent 
lecturer at continuing legal edu-
cation seminars and a member 
of several professional organi-
zations, including the Louis A. 
Martinet Legal Society and the 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, Na-
tional and American Bar As-
sociations. As a judge, he held 
memberships in the American 
Judges Association, the Louisi-

ana Conference Court of Appeal 
Judges, and the Louisiana Judi-
cial Council of the National Bar 
Association. Judge Guidry was 
elected as the Louisiana Confer-
ence of Court of Appeal Judges’ 
representative to the Louisiana 
Judicial Council for two, three-
year terms in 2009 and 2012 
and was twice appointed by 
the Louisiana Supreme Court, 
on the recommendation of its 
Chief Justice, to serve on the 
governing body of the Louisi-
ana Judicial College. In 2014, 
Judge Guidry served as Presi-
dent of the Louisiana Judicial 
College Board of Governors. 
He was also a member of the 
Louisiana Domestic Violence 
Judicial Curriculum Advisory 
Committee and a member of the 
Baton Rouge Bar Association 
Pro Bono Committee.

Judge Guidry is an ordained 
deacon and formerly served as 
the Sunday School Superinten-
dent at Fairview Baptist Church 
in Baton Rouge.

He is married to Carol 
Fowler Guidry, with whom he 
has two children, John Morgan 
Guidry and Kennedy Michelle 
Guidry.

Guidry from page 1

that we should not allow isolated 
events to define our narrative. With 
swift justice for those involved in 
the shooting, a thorough investi-
gation by the Alcohol Beverage 
and Control Board, and ongoing 
infrastructure improvements, 
Baton Rouge will continue to move 
forward and emerge stronger than 
ever before.

Mayor from page 1

BATON ROUGE - As Baton 
Rouge continues to grow and 
evolve, the need for infrastructure 
improvements becomes increas-
ingly apparent. One area that has 
been identified as requiring atten-
tion is Florida Boulevard, a major 
city corridor connecting North and 
South Baton Rouge. Despite the 
recent growth and development 
in the area, many residents and 
business owners believe there is 
still much room for improvement.

"We could definitely use some 
roadwork around here, some better 
lights put up," said Brian Davis, 
owner of Rita and Albert's Bou-
tique, who has been in business 
on Florida Boulevard for 12 years. 
"It’s improving, but a lot still needs 
to be done."

Recognizing the need for im-
provement, the local organization 
Build Baton Rouge has taken the 
initiative to develop a compre-

hensive master plan to revitalize 
Florida Boulevard. The plan will 
focus on transportation, economic 
development, and people services 
and will be developed over the 
course of 18 months, beginning 
in April.

"The real idea behind this 
master plan is to connect and 
unite those two areas so that this 
becomes a center for economic 
activity," said Mark Armstrong, 
spokesman for Mayor Broome. 
"We want to create a pathway to 
success for our city, and this plan 
will help to do just that."

While Florida Boulevard is 
often viewed as a dividing line 
between North and South Baton 
Rouge, the master plan aims to 
bridge that divide and promote 
unity within the city. The plan aims 

City plans to roll out Florida Boulevard 
revitalization over the next 15 years

See FLORIDA BLVD. on page 3

Baton Rouge, La. — As 
the electric vehicle (EV) market 
continues to expand, the demand 
for charging stations in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, is also ris-
ing. New charging stations are 
being constructed in various 
locations throughout the city to 
meet this demand. From apart-
ment complexes to gas stations 
and schools, Baton Rouge EV 
owners find it easier to charge 
their vehicles.

One of the newest charg-
ing stations being built is located 
near Albertson's on Airline High-
way and Old Hammond High-
way. This charging station, like 
many others, is designed to be 
convenient and easily accessible 
for EV owners.

Brady Wilson, an EV owner, 
is pleased with the new charging 
stations around the city. He says, 
"I go to Southeastern, and there 
are chargers on campus, so I just 
charge there."

There are two types of 
charging stations: Level 2 and 
Level 3. The charging stations 
found downtown are considered 
Level 2 chargers, which take 
about eight hours to charge an 
EV. These chargers are often in-
stalled at homes, businesses, and 
public charging stations, with a 

typical power output between 
7kW and 19kW.

On the other hand, Level 3 
chargers, also known as "super-
chargers," have a much higher 
power output, between 50kW 
and 350kW. These chargers can 
charge an EV to 80% complete 
in just 20-30 minutes. One ex-
ample of a Level 3 charger in 
Baton Rouge is the one on Per-
kins Road.

Despite the increasing num-
ber of charging stations in the 
city, EV owner Melvin Corney 
notes that at peak operating 
times, there can be a long wait 
at charging stations. However, 
he also points out that charging 
stations can be easily located 
through a car's mapping system 
or an app.

As demand for EV charg-
ing stations continues to grow, 
East Baton Rouge Parish is pro-
actively working to stay ahead 
of the curve by having conversa-
tions with downtown partners 
and private businesses to bring 
more EV stations to the area. 
This effort will benefit current 
EV owners and encourage more 
individuals to switch to electric 
transportation, ultimately leading 
to a cleaner and more sustainable 
future for Baton Rouge.

An increase in electric 
vehicle charging stations 
coming to Baton Rouge
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BATON ROUGE, La. — 
The Baton Rouge Area Chamber 
(BRAC)’s BR Works jobs portal 
recently celebrated its first anniver-
sary since its 2022 launch, and the 
results have been impressive. With 
over 81,500 page views and 13,900 
users, the platform has proven to 
be a valuable resource for job seek-
ers in the Capital Region. BRAC 
Director of Talent Development, 
Maggi Spurlock, said, “The first 
year of the BR Works site has been 
incredible to witness. We have over 
10,800 jobs listed and over 7,900 
skills added to users’ profiles, and 
we have seen the platform evolve 
and introduce upskilling opportu-
nities.”

BR Works was created in re-
sponse to the drastic changes in the 
job market caused by the COVID-
19 pandemic. The site started as a 
simplified platform in 2020 and was 
later transformed into a full-scale 
job, training, and resource hub for 
workers in the Capital Region, as 
well as a tool for increased talent at-
traction efforts. The site is powered 
by Cox Communications and has 
several regional partners, includ-
ing local colleges and universities.

Visitors to the BR Works site 
can complete a skills assessment or 
upload their resume to be matched 
with open jobs in the region, ranked 
by compatibility. Job seekers can 
also browse available regional jobs 
and sort by job title or industry sec-
tor. The platform lists the median 
salary for a given job and, if avail-
able, the posted salary. To have the 
best experience on the site, BRAC 
suggests creating a profile.

The BR Works site has re-
ceived page views from across the 
country, with the majority located 
in Baton Rouge, but also significant 
views in the Chicago and Dallas 
regions. This aligns with previous 
research conducted by BRAC’s 
Business Intelligence team show-
ing that these areas are among the 
top ten counties that see an influx 
of high-income households into the 
Capital Region.

BRAC Celebrates 
First Anniversary 
of BR Works

BATON ROUGE, La. — 
In continued efforts to provide 
students with accessible mental 
health care, the Southern Univer-
sity System recently announced 
its partnership with Togetherall to 
offer all students free 24/7 online 
peer-to-peer mental health sup-
port. The Togetherall portfolio of 
services will soon be available to 
students at all five campuses of 
the System: Southern University 
and A&M College, Southern Uni-
versity Law Center, and Southern 
University Agricultural Research 
and Extension Center in Baton 
Rouge; Southern University at 
New Orleans; and Southern Uni-
versity at Shreveport.

 “Anxiety, depression, stress, 
suicidal ideation, loneliness 
and relationship issues were all 
challenges experienced by our 
students before the pandemic,” 
said Dr. ValaRay Irvin, executive 
director of the University Coun-
seling Center at Southern’s Baton 
Rouge campus. “However, after 
the pandemic, we saw a sharp 
rise in the number of students 
seeking assistance for these chal-
lenges. We learned that students 
found comfort in supporting one 
another, rather than turning to 
traditional counseling services. 
It gives us peace of mind to know 
that our students will receive ac-
curate and effective assistance 
from Togetherall, and that the 
community will be monitored 
by licensed professionals, rather 
than having students turn to dis-
reputable social media platforms 
or websites for answers.”

 Although students and their 
mental health concerns have not 
necessarily changed since the 
pandemic, the noticeable increase 
in the need for services prompted 
Southern University to engage 

in this unique partnership with 
Togetherall. The added support 
of the online peer-to-peer service 
demonstrates the university’s on-
going commitment to prioritizing 
student wellness and employing 
strategic solutions to best meet 
changing needs.

 “Concerns about the mental 
health of students in higher edu-
cation have grown significantly 
over the past few years,” said 
Matthew McEvoy, president 
of Togetherall North America. 
“Between classes, studying, ex-
tracurricular activities and social 
lives, students need support that 
is accessible to them when they 
need it. By partnering with Toge-
therall, the Southern University 
System ensures that its students 
have access to mental health re-
sources they can trust to be safe, 
anonymous, nonjudgmental and 
all-inclusive.”  

Togetherall works closely 
with college communities to offer 
a 24/7 online platform that em-
braces the importance of anony-
mous peer-to-peer engagement, 
while also maintaining a regu-
lated method with professional 
monitoring. Across the United 
States, Togetherall has partnered 
with more than 350 colleges and 
universities seeking to advance 
their mental health resources. In 
a recent survey of Togetherall 
members, 93% self-reported an 
improvement in their well-being 
after using the platform, 80% 
reported feeling less isolated, 
and 64% indicated they share 
thoughts and feelings on the plat-
form because it is anonymous.

Southern University enlists 
Togetherall to put student 
mental health first

2023 PARADE DATES:

Krewe of Oshun - Saturday, Feb. 4, 2023
CAAWS Mystic Krewe of Mutts - Sunday, Feb. 5, 2023
Krewe of Artemis - Friday, Feb. 10, 2023
Krewe Mystique de la Capitale - Saturday, Feb. 11, 2023
Krewe of Orion - Saturday, Feb. 11, 2023
Mid City Gras - Sunday, Feb. 12, 2023
Krewe of Southdowns - Friday, Feb. 17, 2023
Spanish Town - Saturday, Feb. 18, 2023

Mardi Gras in Baton Rouge is an annual celebration attended 
by thousands each year who join in and experience the exciting 
activities hosted in the Red Stick. Baton Rouge offers a variety of 
parades, and it has become a favorite place for families looking to 
celebrate Mardi Gras. 

Start planning your trip now to indulge in all of the Mardi Gras 
festivities, Baton Rouge restaurants, attractions and more! The 
family-friendly Baton Rouge Mardi Gras kicks off with traditional 
floats, fancy balls, excitement and entertainment for everyone. The 
annual parades include everything from beautifully designed floats, 
marching bands, costumed canines, lawn mower-pushing krewes 
and dancing for all to enjoy! Get here early so you don’t miss out 
on any of the fun and snag a front-row seat to a fun-filled Baton 
Rouge Mardi Gras parade.

And once Mardi Gras season rolls around, every bakery, res-
taurant and food store in Baton Rouge will create their own spin 
on Louisiana’s traditional king cake – including king cake bread 
pudding, martinis, cake balls, cupcakes, popsicles, ice cream, donuts 
and many more creative desserts. However, Baton Rouge’s dessert 
scene goes far beyond that, so come down and satisfy your sweet 
tooth, or bake this king cake at home! Don't forget to check out 
our king cake blog on where you can find the best treats in town!

BATON ROUGE MARDI GRAS

BY: PIPER HUTCHINSON

Out of more than 600,000 
Louisianians identified as quali-
fied for Biden’s student loan 
forgiveness, 381,000 applied 
and were approved before a 
federal court case forced the 
administration to take the ap-
plication down. 

“These borrowers could be 
benefitting from the Administra-
tion’s program right now were 

it not for lawsuits brought by 
elected officials and special in-
terests,” a White House press 
release said. 

Of those Louisiana ap-
plications approved, 242,000 
were sent to loan servicers to 
discharge the debt. 

To be eligible for debt 
forgiveness, borrowers need 
to earn less than $125,000 per 
year, or $250,000 for a couple. 
According to the U.S. Census 

Bureau, the median household 
income in Louisiana is about 
$50,000.

According to a fact sheet 
the Biden administration, re-
leased 26 million borrowers 
were approved for forgiveness 
nationwide in the four weeks 
the application was live last 
fall. Nearly 90% of approved 
borrowers who have left school 
earn less than $75,000.

381,000 Louisianians approved for 
Biden’s student debt forgiveness

 381,000 Louisianians applied for and were approved for Biden's student debt forgiveness in the four week's the 
application was open last Fall (Photo by Anna Moneymaker/Getty Images)

According to a fact sheet the Biden administration, released 26 million borrowers

to create a thriving and connected 
community for all residents by 
improving transportation and pro-
moting economic development.

However, implementing the 
master plan will not be a quick or 
easy process. It is estimated that 
it will take more than a decade 
to implement fully and will cost 
around $900,000. Nevertheless, 
many in the community are ex-
cited about the potential benefits 
and are eager to see the plan come 
to fruition.

"This is a great step forward 
for our city," said Davis. "I'm ex-
cited to see the changes that will 
come with this master plan and 
how it will benefit both residents 
and businesses on Florida Bou-
levard."

In conclusion, Florida Bou-
levard is an important corridor in 
Baton Rouge that requires im-
provements to meet the needs of 
a growing city. The master plan 
developed by Build Baton Rouge 
aims to improve transportation, 
promote economic development, 
and unite North and South Baton 
Rouge. Although the implemen-
tation process will take time and 
resources, the potential benefits 
make it a worthwhile investment 
for the future of Baton Rouge.

Florida Blvd. from page 2

The remaining $1 million 
came from renewed incentives in a 
bill authored by former state Rep. 
Ted James. The Baton Rouge Area 
Chamber of Commerce (BRAC) 
will administer that funding.

“BRAC has partnered with the 
Baton Rouge Airport for several 
years on the project and is happy 
we could support it crossing the 
finish line,” BRAC CEO Adam 
Knapp said. “As Louisiana’s Capi-
tal Region, having nonstop service 
to the U.S. capital just makes sense. 
Not only will this new flight allow 
for better business travel, but it is a 
huge step for connecting our region 
to another major metro area.”

Despite being the second 
most populous metropolis in the 
state, Baton Rouge has a rela-
tively small airport. BTR attracts 
just over 800,000 passengers per 
year, compared with New Orleans’ 
Armstrong International Airport 
that sees more than that in a single 
month and more than 11 million 
passengers a year.

Tickets for the new daily 
flights will go on sale beginning 
Saturday, Jan. 28.

Flights from page 1

that this unity is crucial for the 
party's success in the upcom-
ing governor's race. Bernhardt's 

comments come as a political ad-
vertisement featuring her began 
airing across Louisiana this week. 
While she didn't completely rule 
out a run for governor herself, she 
emphasized her commitment to 

supporting the Democratic Party's 
chosen candidate. The Washington 
Mardi Gras event is ongoing at the 
Washington Hilton, providing a 
platform for political discussions 
and exchanges.

Govenor from page 1
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RELIGION

NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
5856 Greenwell Springs Road • Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806

Telephone: (225) 926-0246 • Facsimile: (225) 925-8022
Toll Free: 888-700-6174

Websites: www.newhopebr.com

Rev. Leo Cyrus Sr., Pastor

Dr. Donald Ruth, Pastor        

Hour of Power  .............................................12 Noon Each Wednesday
Sunday School ........................................................................... 8:00am
Church Service  .......................................................................... 9:00am
Communion Service  ............................................. 2nd Sunday 9:00am
Bible Study Wednesday  ............................................................7:00pm
Sister/Brotherhood Meeting .....................................................  6:00pm

NEW BIRTH
FULL GOSPEL MINISTRIES

'THE NEW LIFE' Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

— 2 Corinthians 5:17

Radio Broadcast 1st and 3rd Sunday WXOK at 8:00am

Bishop I. J. Payne, Pastor

1283 Rosenwald Road
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807

SUNDAY 
SCHOOL

HOUR OF
POWER

Every Sunday 
at 9:30 A.M.

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

HOLY
COMMUNION

Every Sunday 
at 11:30 A.M.

Every 3rd Sunday 
at 11:30 A.M.

Every Friday 
at 12 NOON

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the 
manner of some; but exhorting one another: and so much 
the more, as ye see the day approaching. - Hebrews 10:25

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Church directory ads starting at $10 per week 
call us for details 225.775.2002

DISCIPLES OUTREACH 

2032 Gore Rd, • Baton Rouge, LA 70807 
Sunday Service .............................. 9:00 am
Sunday School ............................... 8:00 am
Bible Studay .........................Mon.7:00 pm
Saturday Sabbath  .................Sat. 11:00 am

We Don't Count Numbers. We Make Numbers Count

M I N I S T R Y

Bishop Thelma Pearl Senior Pastor
Bishop Michael Pearl, Assistant Pastor

THE BRWEEKLY PRESS CHURCH 
DIRECTORY ADVERTISE YOUR

For details call 225.775.2002

$10OO
per week

STARTING AT ONLY•  Church Services and  
programs

• Streaming Live URL
•          FREE first priority 
  announcement place

CAMPHOR MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

8742 Scenic Highway – Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807
Telephone:  (225) 775-4106 -    Fax:  (225) 615-8359

Rev. Elenora Mackey Cushenberry, Th.D, Senior Pastor
Rev. Tiffanie C. Postell, Associate Pastor

Sunday School ................................................................ 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service ...........................................................  10:55 a.m.
Youth Sunday & Contemporary Worship .......  2nd Sun. 8:00 a.m.
Bible Study .................................Wed. 12:00 Noon and 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Ministry  ..................................................... Tues 6:00 p.m.

By Tony Evans

Hebrews 11:6 makes it crystal 
clear that without faith you won’t 
see God. This is because without 
faith, you do not please Him. The 
absence of faith results in the ab-
sence of the manifest presence of 
God. In other words, you may know 
He exists, but you won’t necessarily 
experience His existence in your 
day-to-day life. That’s why God 
urges us so often in Scripture to 
live our lives by faith.

He wants us to experience 
Him. 

He desires to intervene in our 
situations. 

He wants to reveal His power 
in our circumstances. 

But it requires our faith to 
participate in the process of His 
providential hand. Remember, faith 
is acting like it is so even when it’s 
not so in order that it might be so 
simply because God said so. Faith is 
verifiable. You never have to guess 
if you have faith because it shows 
up in your walk, not just your talk. 

Faith is made 
real when you 
choose to obey 
God even when 
you cannot see 
the reality or 
rationale of 
your obedience 
from a human 
perspective.

W h a t ’ s 
more:  fai th 
must always 

precede sight. Once you have sight, 
it is no longer faith. That’s why He-
brews 11:1 declares, “Now faith is 
the assurance of things hoped for, 
the conviction of things not seen.” 
If you have to see it first, you have 
cancelled faith. Faith is prior to, 
and apart from, sight. In fact, faith 
leads to sight. But, even so, most 
people first decide what they are 
going to do by what they see. As a 
result, they regularly cancel out the 
supernatural from taking place in 
their lives. Don’t make that mistake, 
for God wants you to experience 
more of Him.

Your Faith Leads to 
an Experience of God

Tony Evans

By Creflo Dollar

When we read the Gospel, it 
is important to read it in its proper 
context. Reading it through the 
Old Testament lens of the Law of 
Moses gives us an outdated inter-
pretation that is no longer valid, but 
reading it through the lens of grace 
reveals the power of the resurrected 
Jesus. When we understand that we 
don’t have to live by old standards 
that no longer apply to us, we’re 
free to rightly divide the Word of 
truth. Correspondingly, we limit 
ourselves when we lift Scriptures 
out of context and wrongly inter-
pret the Word.

Under the Law of Moses, 
punishment and condemnation 
were key motivators, but Jesus re-
placed the law with His grace and 
truth. Before, strict obedience and 

constant atone-
ment for sin 
was necessary 
to please God, 
but faith is all 
that is needed, 
now. The truth 
that Jesus was 
the perfect sac-
rifice for sin 
highlights the 
significance of 
what He did on 
the cross. Let-
ting this get down inside us begins 
to transform us.

For example, Holy Commu-
nion celebrates Jesus’ work on the 
cross but, if we’re not careful, we 
can incorrectly interpret the Scrip-
ture on communion. The apostle 
Paul wrote that whoever partakes 
of communion in an unworthy 

manner eats and drinks damna-
tion to himself. An Old Testament 
mindset immediately goes to sin-
consciousness and condemns us 
as being unworthy to take com-
munion. However, this Scripture 
is actually advising us to examine 
ourselves beforehand; it does not 
say to meditate on our sins and 
avoid communion altogether.

Reading this Scripture in con-
text, we see that we take the bread 
and wine in memory of Jesus, not 
of our sins. Interpreting this in-
correctly traps us in fear, guilt, 
and condemnation. Interpreting 
it correctly frees us to receive, 
by faith, what grace has made 
available. Reading the Word in 
the proper spirit opens our eyes 
to the forgiveness God offers us 
through the new

 

PRAYER:
God, in Your mercy You sent 

us Your Son to replace the condem-
nation and sin-consciousness of the 
old covenant with grace and love. 
You released us from the require-
ments of the Law of Moses and 
gave us freedom through Jesus. 
Thank You for giving us Your 
Spirit to properly interpret what 
You say to us. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.

SCRIPTURES:
2 Timothy 2:15
John 1:17
Romans 6:14
Hebrews 11:6
Hebrews 10:1-14
1 Corinthians 11:24, 25, 27-29

The resurrected Jesus transforms us

Creflo dollar

CAMPHOR MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

8742 Scenic Highway - Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807
Telephone:  (225) 775-4106 • Fax:  (225) 615-8359

Rev. Kermit Curtis “KC” Roberson, M.Div., MPA Senior Pastor

Sunday School................................................................... 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service..............1st, 3rd. & 4th Sundays............  10:55 a.m.
Contemporary Worship .........2nd & 5th Sunday..................8:00 a.m

(And any Sunday that falls on a Holiday)
Bible Study........ Wednesday, Men’s Mid-Day Study........12:00 p.m. 
Disciple Bible Study.................Wednesday.........................5:30 p.m.
Prayer Ministry...........................Tuesday............................6:00 p.m.

DIRECTORY
BRWEEKLYPRESS  CHURCH & PLACES TO WORSHIP

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some; but exhorting Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some; but exhorting 
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Reach Thousands Weekly. Call 225-775-2002 Reach Thousands Weekly. Call 225-775-2002 
to take advantage of our special ratesto take advantage of our special rates

Broadcast Rates

Commercial Spot Rates

• 15 minutes  $40 4 per month $160
• 30 minutes  $65 4 per month $260
• 60 minutes  $75 4 per month $300

• 100 Spots $125
• 150 Spots $168 
• 200 Spots $250

All shows must include an intro and an outro.
•  $50 talent fee for production of intro and outro.
• All broadcast scheduling depends on availability

All shows must include an into and an outro.
• $50 talent fee for commercial spot production
• Production of commercial spot script. TBD

These special rates are exclusive to Interfaith Gazette advertising partners. The Interfaith Gazette is an 
official representative and media partner of Global Impact Media LLC.

FREE Programming available for
Interfaith Gazette Advertising Partners.
When you purchase: 
• Full Page Advertisement
• Half Page Advertisement
•  Interfaith Church Sportlight Listing with

Web Page Directory:
• Church Name • Pastor Name • Location
• Time of Service • Contact Info •  link to
your website • Social Media links.

GOSPEL INTERNET RADIO STATION OF THE YEAR

Interfaith Gazette
PUBLISHER Bishop Marjorie Holt, Ph.D.419.214.0730

LISTEN LIVE! www. interfaithgazette.com

Advertise during the DORINDA
CLARK COLE RADIO SHOW. Call for 
details.

LISTEN LIVE! WWW.247PRAISERADIO.COM
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• 60 min 	 $43.75 	 4 broadcast per month $175
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These special rates are  
exclusive to the BR Weekly 
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TheBR Weekly Press is an 
official representative and media 
partner of  
247 Parise Radio.com
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RELIGION

By Dr. Tony Evans

God longs for a deep and 
abiding relationship with you. 
Because He is dependable, He 
wants you to depend on Him.

Sometimes God allows 
troubles or trials in your life to 
get your focus back onto Him. He 
sees how you may have drifted 
from Him, and He desires to 
bring you back into close in-
timacy with Him. God knows 
how much you need Him in order 
to live a victorious life, and He 
doesn’t want you to walk this 
road alone. He is with you, even 
when you forget that He is. He 
longs to be close to you—not 
only because He loves you and 
desires a relationship with you, 
but also because He knows that 
without Him you will face an 
enemy who will be able to defeat 
you. God’s presence and proxim-
ity are your protection.

Are you in a situation that 
wants to eat you alive? Are you 

finding your-
self with less 
hope every 
day? Do you 
feel anxious, 
worried or 
e m o t i o n a l 
turmoil—or 
e v e n  j u s t 
alone? If so, 
then I want 
to remind you 
that Jesus is 
with you right 
now. And therefore, His power 
and grace are too. And what 
His power and grace will do is 
comfort you.

Friend, sometimes God calls 
us to walk through valleys. I can’t 
promise you a life without wind, 
clouds and turmoil. But I can 
promise you that you don’t have 
to walk through the valley alone. 
So, keep walking. Don’t say that 
you can’t make it, because God 
will make it with you. You don’t 
walk this road alone.

You Never Walk Alone

Dr. Tony 
Evans

by Creflo Dollar 

Growing up, we may have 
watched family members or loved 
ones struggle with sickness or dis-
ease. They may have died an early 
death, leading us to believe that 
illness was simply a part of life we 
all have to put up with. However, 
this isn’t what God wants for us. 
Finding out what His Word says 
about being healthy and living a 
long life gives us a new perspec-
tive. 

God wants us strong and 
vigorous. Openly confessing this 
forces our minds to focus on what 
we just said and start meditating 
on it. “Dear friend, I hope all is 
well with you and that you are as 
healthy in body as you are strong 
in spirit” (3 John 1:2, NLT). Our 
thoughts naturally follow along the 
path that our speech establishes. 
There’s great power in confessing 
our good health; it reminds us that 
we have authority over sickness 
and disease, and the ability to cast 
it out by speaking the Word.

There’s nothing wrong with 
doctors and medicine, but they have 
their limitations. By comparison, 
God has no limitations. When the 
physicians have done everything 
they can but still can’t change the 
outcome, we can speak to our bod-
ies and command health to return. 
“And Jesus answering saith unto 
them, Have faith in God. For verily 
I say unto you, That whosoever 
shall say unto this mountain, Be 
thou removed, and be thou cast into 
the sea; and shall not doubt in his 
heart, but shall believe that those 
things which he saith shall come 
to pass; he shall have whatsoever 
he saith” (Mark 11:22, 23). Health 

issues may seem like a mountain 
to us in the natural but confessing 
the supernatural causes them to 
shrink and melt away.

Whatever we believe and have 
confidence in is the thing we should 
say; this is how we release our faith 
in God’s Word. Disease and sick-
ness are one way the devil comes 
against us; speaking our faith turns 
it into a powerful weapon against 
the enemy. Deliberately pattern-
ing our speech after what God has 
already said about our healing and 
good health distills all the power 
of heaven and puts it in our mouth. 
“It will be health to your flesh, And 
strength to your bones” (Proverbs 
3:8, NKJV).

The world knows nothing of 
God’s healing power, and therefore 
routinely contradicts His Word in 
this area. As believers, it’s essential 
that we resist this doubt-filled way 
of thinking if we are to receive the 
healing that has already been made 
available to us. Genuine faith in 
what God said gives us rest and 
peace of mind; conversely, letting 
unbelief creep in blocks what our 
faith can bring about. “Let us there-
fore fear, lest, a promise being left 
us of entering into his rest, any of 
you should seem to come short 
of it. For unto us was the gospel 
preached, as well as unto them: but 
the word preached did not profit 
them, not being mixed with faith 

in them that heard it” (Hebrews 
4:1, 2).

There’s no reason to tolerate 
anything less than God’s best; 
illness isn’t in the overall picture 
He has for us. God isn’t sick and 
there’s no sickness in heaven; we 
can enjoy the same perfect health 
that He has. “…Because as he is, 
so are we in this world” (1 John 
4:17). Confessing His Word of 
grace reminds us of the authority 
we’ve been given by God, Himself, 
to command strength and vital-
ity on our bodies. We’re anything 
but helpless when it comes to our 
health.

Good Health: God’s Will For His People

On Sunday, February 12th, 
Disciples Outreach Ministries 
in Baton Rouge, LA will be 
celebrating its 23rd church 
anniversary. The community 
is cordially invited to join in 
the celebration, which promises 
to be an inspiring and uplift-
ing event filled with worship, 
prayer, and a special message 
from a guest speaker.

The event will be led by 

Senior Pastors and Overseers, 
Bishop Thelma Pearl and Mi-
chael Pearl, and will feature a 
special guest appearance by 
Bishop Vincent Mayweather, the 
pastor of Abundant Life Min-
istries in Fairfield, California. 
Bishop Mayweather's message 
is sure to be both thought-pro-
voking and motivational, as he 

Disciples Outreach Ministries 
Celebrates 23 Years of Service

See 23 YEARS, on page 5



 www.brweeklypress.com •  Thursday • January 26-February 1, 2023  • The Weekly Press • Page 5

DIRECTORY
BRBRWEEKLYPRESS 

BUSINESS/SERVICE

13937 Malbec Ave.
Baton Rouge, LA 70816

Ph: 225-292-0305
Cell: 225-405-3427
Fax: 225-292-0307

Email: cjw7@att.net
www.cjwdistributors.com

TaylaMaids
Cleaning Service

Residential & Commercial * General and Full Service
FREE ESTIMATE

225.572.7677 • taylahickman@gmail.com

Tayla Hickman 

TO ADVERTISE HERE, CALL THE BATON ROUGE 
WEEKLY PRESS AT 225.775.2002

FOR BUSINESSFOR BUSINESS
PANDEMIC AND HURRICANE RECOVERY 
SPECIALS CALL TO RESERVE YOUR SPACE 

IN THE BRWEEKLYPRESS 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY 225.775.2002 TODAY!

CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS

FIND IT ALL IN THE CLASSIFIEDS • 225.775.2002

PUBLIC NOTICE
Request or Proposal

Security Guard Services (Armed)
Solicitation #2023-SecGuard-002

The Capital Area Transit System (CATS), a political subdivision of the State 
of Louisiana, operating the public transit system in EBR Parish is accepting 
Proposals Security Guard Services (Armed). Sealed proposals are due to 
CATS Procurement Department by February 17, 2023 at 10:00 am (local 
time) at 2250 Florida Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70802. A copy of this ITB can 
be found on CATS website at: http://www.brcats.com/page/procurement. 
Proposers may submit written questions to: catsprocurement@brcats.com 
until January 30, 2023. Proposers are reminded to check CATS website 
often for addendums issued to this ITB. CATS is an Equal Opportunity
Employer.
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CATS Procurement Department by February 17, 2023 at 10:00 am (local 
time) at 2250 Florida Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70802. A copy of this ITB can 
be found on CATS website at: http://www.brcats.com/page/procurement. 
Proposers may submit written questions to: catsprocurement@brcats.com 
until January 30, 2023. Proposers are reminded to check CATS website 
often for addendums issued to this ITB. CATS is an Equal Opportunity
Employer.
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BY: ROBERT ZULLO

Achieving the aggressive 
offshore wind power goals of 
the federal government and indi-
vidual states will require billions 
of dollars in spending on trans-
mission infrastructure, “unprec-
edented” cooperation between 
grid operators and federal and 
state agencies, and would be aided 
by major buildout of a domestic 
supply chain, per a pair of reports 
released this week. 

Coastal states across the 
country, from California to Loui-
siana to Maine, are pushing for 
offshore wind projects, but the 
reports see potential bottlenecks 
looming, both in the supply chain 
to build and install turbines as 
well as in the ability to bring the 
electricity ashore.

The National Renewable 
Energy Laboratory, along with 
the Business Network for Off-
shore Wind and Tufts University, 
among other partners, released 
a report Monday that found that 
creating an American supply 
chain for the offshore wind in-
dustry, including manufacturing 
facilities, ports and vessels, would 

make hitting the Biden adminis-
tration’s 30-gigawatts-by-2030 
target, roughly the equivalent of 
30 nuclear reactors, more likely. 

“Ambitious global offshore 
wind energy deployment targets 
will create substantial demand 
for the components needed to 
build these wind turbines and 
balance-of-system components 
such as foundations and cables,” 
says the report.

“The limited global manu-
facturing capacity for these com-
ponents creates a risk for U.S. 
projects that choose to import 
their components from Europe. 
Therefore, developing a domestic 
supply chain would reduce reli-
ance on global manufacturers and 
create jobs and economic benefits 
in the United States.”

The report’s authors envision 
a supply chain buildout scenario 
that includes 34 new major U.S. 
wind turbine component manu-
facturing facilities, eight East 
Coast “marshaling ports,” four 
to six dedicated turbine installa-
tion vessels (there is currently just 
one being built now for Virginia’s  
Dominion Energy) another four 
to six dedicated heavy lift vessels 

and four to six feeder barges and 
a workforce about 45,000 strong. 
The price tag? About $22.4 bil-
lion. And it would take between 
six and nine years to develop, the 
report says, but would be worth 
the investment. 

“If individual states lever-
age their existing manufacturing 
capabilities to contribute to the 
offshore wind energy sector, this 
conceptual supply chain would 
generate significant workforce 
and economic benefits through-
out the United States, not just in 
coastal locations with active off-
shore wind energy programs,” 
the authors wrote.

Uncertainty around poten-
tial construction delays, cost 
overruns, legal complications, 
or possible changes in govern-
ment support for offshore wind 
make it hard to get financing for 
factories, vessels and port invest-
ments that would build the supply 
chain, the report says.

While the 2022 U.S. Infla-
tion Reduction Act, which ex-
tended existing tax credits for 
clean energy projects and cre-

Offshore wind will need major investments 
in transmission, supply chain, reports say

A rendering of Dominion Energy’s offshore wind installation vessel, which is expected to be completed this year. 
(Dominion Energy)

See OFFSHORE, on page 6

shares his insight and wisdom with 
the congregation.

Don't miss this opportunity to 
join the Disciples Outreach Minis-
tries community in honoring their 
23 years of service to the Baton 
Rouge community. With worship, 
prayer, and an uplifting message, 
this church anniversary promises 
to be a special and unforgettable 
event. So, mark your calendars 
and plan to attend this celebration 
of faith and community.

23 Years from page 4

Black taxpayers are at least 
three times as likely to be audited 
by the Internal Revenue Service 
as other taxpayers, even after ac-
counting for the differences in the 
types of returns each group is most 
likely to file, a team of economists 
has concluded in one of the most 
detailed studies yet on race and 
the nation’s tax system.

The findings do not suggest 
bias from individual tax enforce-
ment agents, who do not know the 
race of the people they are au-
diting. They also do not suggest 
any valid reason for the I.R.S. to 
target Black Americans at such 
high rates; there is no evidence 
that group engages in more tax 
evasion than others.

Instead, the findings docu-
ment discrimination in the com-
puter algorithms the agency uses 
to determine who is selected for 
an audit, according to the study by 
economists from Stanford Univer-
sity, the University of Michigan, 
the University of Chicago and the 
Treasury Department.

Some of that discrimination 
appears to be rooted in decisions 
that I.R.S. officials made over 
the past decade as they sought to 
maintain tax enforcement in the 
face of budget cuts, by relying 
on automated systems to select 
returns for audit.

Blacks Are Much 
More Likely to 
Face Tax Audits, 
Study Finds
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SPORTS

ated new advanced manufacturing 
credits applicable to offshore wind 
turbine components, among other 
incentives, will help American-
made offshore wind components 
compete with imports, “additional 
incentives may be required to en-
courage domestic manufacturing 
of components or supply chain as-
sets that are either not considered 
in the IRA or receive credits that 

are smaller than the cost premium 
for domestic manufacturing,” the 
report says.

The authors encourage the 
U.S. Bureau of Ocean Energy 
Management, which leases fed-
eral waters for offshore wind, to 
consistently open new lease areas 
to encourage a steady stream of 
development and they note that 
states and utilities setting new off-
shore wind procurement targets 
will help provide

Offshore from page 5

BATON ROUGE, La. — Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, saw history in the 
making on Sunday as Seimone Au-
gustus became the first female stu-
dent-athlete to have a statue erected 
in her honor on the LSU campus. 
Augustus, a former basketball player 
for the Tigers, led the team to three 
women’s Final Four appearances be-
fore going on to star in the WNBA 
and international play.

The statue, which stands along-
side those of other LSU basketball 
greats such as Bob Pettit, Shaquille 
O’Neal, and Pete Maravich, was un-
veiled in a plaza packed with fans 
and supporters. Augustus, emotional 
at the sight of her bronze likeness, 
couldn't hold back her tears.

“I’m still trying to process this,” 
Augustus said as she addressed the 
crowd shortly before fifth-ranked 
LSU hosted Auburn in the nearby 
Pete Maravich Assembly Center. “It 
looks like the whole of Baton Rouge 
is out here. But this feels good.”

Augustus acknowledged that 
she didn't achieve this monumental 
accomplishment alone and thanked 
everyone who supported and helped 
her throughout her career. “I needed 
everyone one’s support and love and 
protection ... and I just wanted to say 
thank you,” she said. “Thank you for 
everything that you’ve done. Thank 
you to Baton Rouge, thank you to 
LSU, thank you to Louisiana. You’ve 
always been my motivation and driv-
ing force in ensuring that I excelled.”

The statue of Augustus serves 
as a reminder of the incredible ac-
complishments and impact that 
female athletes can have, not just 
on the court or field but also in 
shaping the culture and history of 
a community. Augustus' statue is 
not only a symbol of her success 

but also a symbol of the progress 
and representation of women in 
sports. It's a powerful message to 
young girls and women everywhere 
that they can excel in sports and be 
recognized and celebrated for their 
achievements.

It's an honor for the LSU com-

munity to have such an inspiring 
figure immortalized on campus 
and a reminder for current and fu-
ture student-athletes that with hard 
work and determination, they, too, 
can achieve greatness. Congratula-
tions to Seimone Augustus on this 
historic achievement.

Augustus is 1st female athlete with a statue on the LSU campus

Seimone Augustus, a former LSU player who lead her team to multiple final fours 
and a Minnesota Lynx player who won four WNBA Championships, with a young 
fan out of the crowd before her statue unveiling at the LSU campus on Sunday,

Statue of Seimone Augustus (Photo by Sonya Goss)


