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Edwards unveils budget

Gov. John Bel Edwards on Monday proposed substantial spending increases on infrastructure and higher education. (Piper Hutchinson/LSU Manship School

News Service)

“I think we have once in a genera-
tion, and maybe once in a lifetime
opportunity in some respects, to
move our state forward,” Edwards
said.

B Edwards’ plan includes $1.1
billion for critical infrastructure. The
two biggest-ticket items are a new
Mississippi River bridge in Baton
Rouge, which would be funded
partly by $500 million from the
state, and statewide improvements
to water and sewage systems,
which will also cost $500 million.

B The governor’s proposal in-
cludes significant investments in
education at all levels. The plan
calls for a pay raise of at least
$1,500 for K-12 teachers and a
$750 pay raise for support staff.
It also includes $43.4 million for
early childhood education.
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Calling for
significant
investments
in education,
infrastructure

By PiPER HUTCHINSON
LSU Manship School
News Service

BATON ROUGE — With the
state flush with cash, Gov. John
Bel Edwards unveiled a proposed
budget Monday that includes more
than $1.1 billion in infrastructure
spending and investments in edu-
cation at all levels.

“I think we have once in a

B FEdwards proposed $31.7 million for faculty pay raises and an-
other $97.2M for higher education funding, including money to open
Title IX offices, which adjudicate charges of sexual harassment and

assault, throughout the state.

generation, and maybe once in a life-
time opportunity in some respects, to
move our state forward,” Edwards
said.

He outlined his budget priorities
at a news conference at the Capitol.
The budget is for the fiscal year that
begins July 1, and the state has lots
of money to spend following federal
pandemic relief and higher-than-ex-
pected state tax revenues.

Commissioner of Administration
Jay Dardenne will present the plan
on Tuesday to the Joint Legislative
Committee on the Budget. The Leg-
islature will decide by June what the
final bill looks like.

Edwards’ plan includes $1.1 bil-
lion for critical infrastructure. The
two biggest-ticket items are a new
Mississippi River bridge in Baton
Rouge, which would be funded partly
by $500 million from the state, and
statewide improvements to water and
sewage systems, which will also cost
$500 million.

The plan also includes $100
million for the I-10 bridge in Lake
Charles.

Edwards shared a question he
was asked during his monthly radio
show. “For decades, Louisiana has

See BUDGET on page 2

Richmond issues blistering Voting
Rights attack against GOP, Trump

By Stacy M. BROWN,
NNPA Newswire Senior
National Correspondent

White House Senior Advisor
Cedric Richmond continued the
administration’s forceful tone on
voting rights with a blistering attack
on Republicans and former President
Donald Trump.

Richmond, who served as
Louisiana’s representative in the
U.S. House for a decade before as-
suming his current role as the White
House Office of Public Engagement
Director, said during a Zoom gather-
ing of reporters, that voting rights
are the “bedrock of democracy.”

But GOP lawmakers have a

palpable fear of Trump and losing
re-election bids if they go along with
Democrats who want to make voting
easier for all Americans.

“Let me be very clear, what
has changed is Donald Trump and
his stronghold on the Republican
Party and people who don’t want to
get primaried,” Richmond asserted.

The senior advisor to the Presi-
dent was asked why no Republicans
support passing voting rights legisla-
tion today, despite 16 Republicans
in 2006 voting in favor of extending

s

White House Senior Advisor Cedric Richmond promised that the President

would continue to make voting rights a theme of his presidency.

the measure when pushed by then
Republican President George W.
Bush.

“President Joe Biden has said
that politicians worry about the next
election, but statesmen and states-
women worry about the next genera-
tion,” Richmond continued.

“The President and the Vice
President stood up as a statesman
and a stateswoman. “Unfortunately,
these Republicans fear the wrath

of Donald Trump, and that is truly
unfortunate when you think about
how important this is to the country.
Their lack of displayed courage is
something that we can’t allow to
stop us and what we need to do.”

Richmond promised that the
President would continue to make
voting rights a theme of his presi-
dency.

See RIGHTS on page 2

Three finalists chosen in
Southern University
President Chancellor Search

Laurence Alexander,

g
P »

Walter Kimbrough, Dennis Shields,
University of Arkansas  Dillard University University of Wisconsin
at Pine Bluff in New Orleans Platteville

BATON ROUGE, La —The
Southern University System Pres-
ident-Chancellor Search Commit-
tee today announced three finalists
for the position of president of the
Southern University System and
chancellor of Southern University
and A&M College. The decision
was made after virtual interviews
with five semi-finalists on Jan. 18
and Jan. 19.

The three finalists are:

Laurence Alexander, chan-
cellor of the University of
Arkansas at Pine Bluff

 Walter Kimbrough, president
of Dillard University in New
Orleans

¢ Dennis Shields, chancellor of
the University of Wisconsin
Platteville

See SEARCH on page 2

EBR School Board Member Dadrius Lanus
is running for councilman of District 5

“School board member
Dadrius Lanus is the
voice we want and the
fighter we need to
represent District 5 as
Councilman.”

BATON ROUGE, La—
East Baton Rouge School Board
Member, District 2 Dadrius Lanus
announces that he is running for
councilman of district 5. He is
ready to continue to fight for and
serve the community that he has
lived in his entire life. Currently,
Dadrius Lanus serves as a school
board member that serves 80%
of District 5 for almost 4 years.
Over the years, Mr. Lanus has been
committed to the growth and de-
velopment of what truly is the heart
of Baton Rouge. He understands
the history and the progress that
the district has made but wants
the opportunity to do more for his
people. Although, Mr. Lanus was

Dadrius Lanus

not appointed, he says he is the
representative that this community
needs to press forward by focusing
on the prevention of crime, creat-
ing more opportunities, producing
more jobs, enhancing education,
and providing essential redevelop-
ment programs. He believes the
people of this community deserve
to choose who they believe reflects
and understands their wants and

See LANUS on page 2

Visit Baton Rouge
celebrates 50th

anniversary

BATON ROUGE, La. - Visit
Baton Rouge, the Destination Mar-
keting Organization (DMO) for
Louisiana’s Capital City, is proud
to announce its 50th anniversary.
As the sole tourism agency for East
Baton Rouge Parish, Visit Baton
Rouge will celebrate the past five
decades of promoting East Baton
Rouge Parish as a travel and tour-
ism destination as we look forward
to the changes that the industry is
beginning to see.

Since 1972, Visit Baton
Rouge has helped promote local
businesses, provide marketing
and sales resources to local part-
ners, attract visitors from around
the world, and helped host major
events to boost economic impact to
the city. The DMO has seen several
obstacles along the way, such as
major floods, hurricanes, and the
effects of the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic. Throughout the chal-
lenges, Baton Rouge has adapted to
safely continue being a host city for
major events in previous years, such
as the Bayou Country Superfest, the

Marucci World Series, Miss USA in
2015, and this April, Garth Brooks’
Stadium Tour at Tiger Stadium.
“The impact that we’ve had
on this city has been areward of its
own,” said Paul Arrigo, President
and CEO of Visit Baton Rouge.
“It has been an absolute honor
to serve as Visit Baton Rouge’s
President and CEO for nearly 20
years. We’re known for being an
effective organization that knows
how to get the job done, no matter
what the circumstances are. We’ve

See 50TH on page 3
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A statewide campaign to raise
awareness of human trafficking in
Louisiana will start with an em-
phasis on major sporting events,
which law enforcement officials
say attract the illegal activity.

Gov. John Bel Edwards and
First Lady Donna Edwards an-
nounced the campaign Wednes-

day at the Governor’s Mansion.
The effort, Stop Trafficking LA:
Human Trafficking is REAL, will
focus on how to identify when a
trafficking victim needs help and
more specific services for victims.

The first major event the
campaign will focus on to raise
awareness is the NCAA Men’s

Allmoney orders or checks should be made
payable to The Baton Rouge Weekly Press
4910 Montecello Blvd., Suite C
Baton Rouge, La. 70814

Campaign aims to raise human
traffiing awareness In Louisiana

B

First Lady Donna Edwards announces the launch of a human trafficking awareness campaign in Louisiana with Gov. John
Bel Edwards at the Governor’s Mansion on Jan. 25, 2022. (Photo by Greg LaRose/Louisiana llluminator)

Final Four Championship in
New Orleans, which takes place
in April.

“Human trafficking is mod-
ern day slavery, and we hope to
educate the general public and
deter trafficking activity during

See GAMPRIGN on page 3

education at all levels. The plan calls
for a pay raise of at least $1,500 for
K-12 teachers and a $750 pay raise
for support staff. It also includes $43 4
million for early childhood education.
Edwards proposed $31.7 mil-
lion for faculty pay raises and an-
other $97.2M for higher education
funding, including money to open
Title IX offices, which adjudicate
charges of sexual harassment and
assault, throughout the state.

BUDGET from page 1
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been on the top of too many bad lists
and the bottom of too many bad lists.
How do we get off the bottom of those
lists?”

His answer to that: education.
“Education cures a lot of ills,” Ed-
wards said.

The governor’s proposal in-
cludes significant investments in

WEVE GOT YOU COVERED
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AGNES SMITH ANDREWS

Insurance Agent/Owner

214 S. Acadian Thruway
Baton Rouge LA 70806

Phone: 225.383.0877 048
Fax: 225.383.0877 )

Claims: 225.383.0877 \\L,,,//
Allstate.

You're in good hands.

Email: AgnesAndrews@Allstate.com
www.allstateagencies.com/agnesandrews

The plan also calls for $550
million in federal funds from the
American Rescue Plan to replenish
the state’s Unemployment Insurance
Trust Fund, which was depleted dur-
ing the course of the pandemic.

That investment would bring the
fund back up to the statutory require-
ment of $750 million, Edwards said.
Using the federal funds avoids trig-
gering a tax on all businesses, he said.

Edwards said $108.9 million
would be set aside for deferred main-
tenance of public buildings.

The state had a $1 billion surplus
in the last fiscal year. After constitu-
tional requirements are met, there will
be about $400 million to be spent at
the Legislature’s discretion.

At the time the surplus was
announced, Dardenne indicated
that about $133 million would go
to deferred maintenance, but due to
greater-than-expected transportation
needs, they are calling for slightly less.

Edwards emphasized that he
wanted to use these one-time funds
only for one-time expenditures, un-
like the Jindal administration, which
frequently used one-time funds to
take care of recurring expenditures.

“The first budget that I inher-
ited, the last six months of that budget
year, more than $800 million in one-
time money plugged in for recurring
expenditures,” Edwards said. “We
didn’t, and we don't, want to create
those types of problems again.”

LANUS from page 1

needs. Dadrius Lanus believes that
once the torch is passed to him, he
will continue the race that has been
ran by the councilmembers before
him and be a great lifeline to the
heart of the city, District 5.

Mayor Waites Statement Regarding
the BESE Board Approval of GEQ
Academies Charter Application in Baker

Itis difficult to fully express
my level of disappointment
in the January 18th BESE
Board decision to ap-
prove the Geo Academies
Charter School applica-
tion to locate in the City
of Baker School District. My
position is based upon our collec-
tive community’s overwhelming
support for public schools and
opposition to charter schools as a
means of defunding, dismantling,
and privatizing our public education
system. On Tuesday I was joined
by, Baker Schools Superintendent
Dr. De'Ette Perry, Police Chief Carl
Dunn, Councilpersons Rochelle
Dunn and Robert Young and com-
munity leaders at the BESE Board
meeting where they, along with the
overwhelming majority of those in
attendance, voiced strong opinions
in opposition to this application.
Senator Regina Barrow also sent
a letter of opposition.

Approximately 30% of the
Baker student body is currently
enrolled in a dozen charter schools
located in the immediate vicinity
of the Baker School System. The
list of charter schools which have
appropriated students away from
Baker are as follows: Geo Prep
MidCity Baton Rouge, Geo Next
Generation High School, Geo Prep
Academy, Madison Prep Academy,
Louisiana Key Academy, Impact
Charter, Advantage Charter, Col-
legiate Academy, Louisiana Virtual
Charter Academy, University View
Academy, Helix Aviation Academy
and IDEA Public Schools. This
BESE board approval clears the
way for an additional Geo Acad-
emies School expansion directly
into the city limits of Baker where
the entire student body is less than
1300 students.

The very idea that a dozen
charter schools funneling funding
away from four public schools in
Baker is not harmful, is willfully
turning a blind eye to the under-
mining of our democratic system
of government and right to self-
determination. Further, it is creat-
ing a system of taxation without
representation in majority Black
areas of this state .by the Louisiana

Department of Education and
BESE Board.

The letters of pub-
lic support which Geo
Academies Charter
Schools submitted with

their application wereas

exposed during the BESE
Board meeting as largely falla-
cious by local community leaders.
The only community engagement
GEO presented consisted of let-
ters of support, aA vast majority
of which were found to have been
misrepresented as Baker residents.
‘When copies were obtained, only
two letters were from actual Baker
residents and one of those two per-
sons retracted their support after
they were fully informed of what
was taking place.

There was zero engagement
with the City of Baker adminis-
tration, the City of Baker School
District, the community at large or
any local leadership with regard to
Geo Academies desire to open a
facility in the City of Baker.

It is unacceptable to come to
any city and not even ask anyone
if they are interested in adding an-
other unremarkable low performing
entity to their school district. And
it completely exposes the lack of
any true concern to improve the
system and help the community.
How can you possibly help without
even so much as asking those who
live, study, and work there what
the needs are?

‘We cannot and will not stand
idly by and allow this type of dis-
respectful behavior to continue.
The City of Baker does not need
additional schools, we need bet-
ter performing schools. and Geo
Academies has poor performance
grades which have been declining
year over year.

We can look at study after
study that shows us these institu-
tions, which are generally owned
out of state corporations, are target-
ing our community. A 2013 anal-
ysis of Louisiana charter schools
conducted by Stanford University
found that charter schools in New
Orleans and Baton Rouge had a
ratio of 82% Black students vs.

See BAKER on page 3
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This is a very important matter
for the Southern University System
and Southern University and A&M
College,” said Alfred Harrell, co-
chair of the committee. “We are
excited about moving forward with
this process.”

The finalists will visit South-

ern’s Baton Rouge campus on Feb.
1-3 for a series of meetings with
stakeholders, including the South-
ern University System Board of Su-
pervisors, employees, students, and
alumni. The schedule of events for
the February stakeholder meetings
will be provided later this week.

For more information on the
search, go to sus.edu/president-
search.

RIGHTS from page 1

“Itis a very clear fact,a given,
that the election in 2020 was one
of the most safe and secure in our
history. The fact that [Trump] has
pushed the big lie — some repre-
sentatives have stood up to it, and
most have not. It is just an indication
that their Party has been hijacked
by former President Trump,” Rich-
mond declared.

Earlier, both President Biden
and Vice President Kamala Har-
ris gave speeches about the sig-
nificance of getting voting rights
passed.

In what the White House
called one of his most forceful
speeches, Biden insisted that he

would “defend your right to vote
and our democracy against all en-
emies, foreign and domestic.”

He questioned where U.S.
senators stood on the issue.

On Thursday, January 13,
Biden met with Democratic sena-
tors on Capitol Hill to discuss
voting rights and even asked that
they consider abolishing or altering
the draconian filibuster to ensure
passage.

“The 15th Amendment passed
on a party-line vote. One Party de-
livered the vote to protect African
Americans’ right to vote,” Rich-
mond remarked.

“The filibuster rules shouldn’t
trump the Constitution. The rules
are a means to an end. The end here
is voting rights and free and fair
elections.”

McM

INJURED IN A CAR WRECK?
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Supreme Gourt Justice Breyer to step down

WASHINGTON — U.S. Su-
preme Court Justice Stephen Breyer
is planning to announce his retire-
ment in the coming days, according
to multiple press reports Wednesday.

The decision by the 83-year-
old justice, who was nominated
by President Bill Clinton in 1994,
would give President Joe Biden his
first chance to nominate a member of
the Supreme Court, though the evenly
divided Senate could significantly
affect that choice.

Biden pledged during a presi-
dential primary debate in February
2020 to nominate a Black woman
to the court — a potential history-
making move.

“We talked about the Supreme
Court. I’'m looking forward to making
sure there’s a Black woman on the
Supreme Court, to make sure we in
fact get every representation,” Biden
said in response to a question about
a personal motto, personal belief, or
favorite quote that candidates believe
represented them.

The White House, however, has

According to sources familiar with his decision, Justice Stephen Breyer will
decide to leave the Supreme Court at the end of the term. President Joe Biden
will get a chance to nominate a justice.

not yet weighed in on the reports.
Press secretary Jen Psaki tweeted that
there was no information to share.

“It has always been the decision
of any Supreme Court Justice if and
when they decide to retire, and how

they want to announce it, and that
remains the case today,” she wrote.

A spokeswoman for the court
did not immediately return a message
seeking confirmation.

So far, the president has nomi-
nated eight Black women to the 13
U.S. Courts of Appeals, and if they
are all confirmed, it would double the
number of Black women confirmed
to federal appellate courts to 16.

While Biden has not released
an official short list of picks for the
Supreme Court, a list of possible
contenders includes Georgia U.S.
District Court Judge Leslie Abrams
Gardner, who is 47 and the sister of
Stacey Abrams, who is running for
governor in Georgia.

Another potential nominee is
D.C. U.S. District Court Judge Ket-
anji Brown Jackson, who is 51 and
was confirmed by 50 Senate Demo-
crats and three Republicans last year.
Jackson was also on President Barack
Obama’s short list for a Supreme
Court pick in 2016.

Health official bows out of Mard
Gras parade; cites threats

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — New
Orleans’ health director says she won’t
take part in one of the earliest pa-
rades of the Mardi Gras season, citing
threats over the city’s resumption of
COVID-19 restrictions to combat the
highly contagious omicron variant.

The Krewe du Vieux says it
still considers Dr. Jennifer Avegno
its queen and will include her float
in its parade, one of the first in the
Carnival season leading up to Fat
Tuesday, news outlets reported. The
parade, known for wild satire, will be
held Feb. 12 under the theme ““Vaxxed
and Confused.”

Avegno’s letter to the parade
group did not describe any specific
threats, The Times-Picayune / The
New Orleans Advocate reported.

But she wrote that city officials
are facing more “negativity and ha-
tred” since COVID-19 mitigation
measures were re-imposed.

“I do not want to create a se-
curity risk by my participation,”
Avegno wrote, “and so believe the
best place for me this year is behind
the scenes helping to continue pro-

tecting our community.”

This year, Carnival is going
on despite rapidly rising COVID-19
cases driven by the omicron variant.
State officials said last week that
Louisiana’s surge may be peaking but
numbers are expected to remain high.

A city spokesperson told the
newspaper that Avegno’s decision
does not imply that other city offi-
cials will avoid public appearances
during the Mardi Gras season.

Avegno said on Jan. 11 that
masks would again be required in
indoor public spaces, days after New
Orleans entered the Carnival season
that began Jan. 6 and climaxes on
Mardi Gras, March 1 this year. City
officials canceled last year’s parades,
and officials have said the 2020 sea-
son was an early virus superspreader.

When the Krewe du Vieux an-
nounced Avegno’s decision on its
Facebook page, it also said it was
shortening its route because of a
shortage of police officers. City
officials had announced in De-
cember that major parades would
have shorter routes because there

are fewer police officers, med-
ics and other first responders to
handle crowds.

Krewe du Vieux’s parade
will include Avegno’s float and
also her costume, Captain Se-
bastian Boegershausen told the
newspaper.

“Krewe du Vieux will spare
no effort in making sure that her
decision receives our Krewe’s
signature treatment during the
parade,” the group posted on
its Facebook page, according
to news reports.

50TH from page 1

always managed to excel in our
roles here, and I couldn’t be more
excited and proud of our team
that we’re celebrating 50 years
of serving this community.”

To commemorate five de-
cades of the DMO, Visit Baton
Rouge has several events lined
up for the year-long celebration.

BAKER from page 2

13% white students enrolled in the 91
facilities studied. How do we interpret
this kind of glaring disparity in the
“school choice” conversation?

We see year after year that
charter schools are not performing
remarkably better than our public
schools even though the standards for
which charters operate are not com-
parable. Everyone should be deeply
concerned because the reporting for
charter performance is far from trans-
parent. Meanwhile public schools
are held to intense scrutiny and even
impossible hurdles meant to hobble
them if remanded to the Recovery
School District (RSD).

Ultimately, we are witness to
state administrative bodies who re-
fuse to engage with local government,
community leaders, the local school
districts, or the public in any capac-
ity with respect to our needs, wants
or how to manage issues within our
community. They are eager to hand
over public education via the RSD
fast track to private entities. Private
entities whose corporate headquarters
are largely located out of state and
who bear little to no responsibilities or
accountability similar to what public

schools are forced to comply with.
And itis affecting our Black children,
our Black neighborhoods, our Black
communities and cities, by an over-
whelming majority in comparison
to white children, neighborhoods,
communities and cities in the state
of Louisiana.

Let me assure you that we will
persevere in the fight against this and
the further encroachment by Charter
schools into our school district.

I find this unacceptable. I hope
you do too. In closing, I ask you to
join me in vehemently protesting
with the members of the BESE Board
who voted in favor of this applica-
tion. Their contact information is as
follows:

B Mr. James D. Garvey, Jr.
Hailey, McNamara, Hall,
Larmann, & Papale, LLP
(Office) One Galleria Blvd.,
Suite 1400

Metairie, LA 70001
504.836.6500 (Office)
504.836.6565 (Fax)
James.Garvey @la.gov

B Sandy Holloway

3rd BESE District

P.O.Box 94064, Capitol Station
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9064
225.342.5840 (Office)

225.342.5843 (Fax)
Sandy.Holloway @la.gov

B Michael Melerine

4th BESE District

P.O. Box 94064, Capitol Station
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9064
225.342.5840 (Office)
225.342.5843 (Fax)

Michael Melerine@1la.gov

B Ashley Ellis

5th BESE District

P.O.Box 94064, Capitol Station
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9064
225.342.5840 (Office)
225.342.5843 (Fax)
Ashley.Ellis@la.gov

B Ronnie Morris

6th BESE District

P.O.Box 94064, Capitol Station
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9064
225.342.5840 (Office)
225.342.5843 (Fax)
Ronnie.Morris@la.gov

B Holly Boffy

7th BESE District

P.O.Box 94064, Capitol Station
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9064
337.354.5572 (Cell)
225.342.5843 (Fax)
Holly.Boffy@la.gov

22 LACY BAAHETH
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CAMPAIGN from page 2

this major sporting event, which
is often the perfect environment
for this crime to flourish,” Donna
Edwards said.

During a press conference at
the Governor’s Mansion, the First
Lady detailed the acronym REAL:
recognizing the signs, educating
others, acting immediately, and
listening to victims and survivors.

More information from the
Human Trafficking Prevention
Resource Center of Louisiana is
available at HumanTrafficking.
la.gov, and more on the statewide
public awareness campaign can be
found at StopTraffickingla.com.

& FRANK O's

OVER 18 YEARS EXPERIENCE

CONTROLLING PEST OF ALL TYPES: ROACHES « BED BUGS
ANTS ¢« SPIDERS « FLEAS *« RODENTS « BEES * TERMITES

OFFICE 225.772.1876

FRANKOPESTCONTROL@COX.NET
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«15min  $25.00
«30min  $35.00

«60min $43.75
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S[P[RAISI=:
YOUR GLOBAL INSPIRATION STATION

LISTEN LIVE! WWW.247PRAISERADIO.COM

LET US HELP YOU REACH
THOSANDS IN THE 247 PRAISE RADIO
COMMUNITY AND BEYOND

These special rates are
exclusive to the BR Weekly
Press advertising partner.
TheBR Weekly Press is an
official representative and
media partner of

247 Parise Radio.com

MILLIONS
OF LISTENERS
PER HOUR

NOMINATED

®

GOGSPEL INTERNET RADIO STATION OF THE YEAR

Broadcast Rates

4 broadcast per month $100
4 broadcast per month $140

4 broadcast per month $175

CALL FOR MORE DETAILS 225.77 5.2002

ALWAYS GRYSTAL GLEAR 24/7 NO MATTER WHERE

YOU ARE IN THE CITY, STATE , GOUNTRY OR IN THE WORLD
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RELIGION

Tributes pour in for Atlanta’s ‘The Happy Preacher’

BY SHELIA POOLE,
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

Tributes are pouring in for
Elder Cal Merrell, who was a local
legend and fixture at funerals and
other events for celebrities, commu-
nity leaders and everyday Atlantans.

Several people said they
couldn’t remember a King holiday
without the presence of the man af-
fectionately known as “The Happy
Preacher.”

At Monday’s annual Martin
Luther King Jr. Beloved Commu-
nity Commemorative Service, Ber-
nice King, CEO of the King Center
and daughter of the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr. and Coretta Scott
King, noted Merrell’s absence and
held a moment of silence.

“Over the past 40-plus years,”
King said, choking up, “we were
graced with the presence of a very
special man and voice in this ser-
vice. The Happy Preacher. ... This
commemorative will never, ever,
ever be the same without The Happy
Preacher,” she said.

A nephew, Carlos Myers of
Lithonia, confirmed his death and
said his uncle was found in his At-
lanta apartment on Saturday. It’s
unknown when he actually died. His
age was not immediately available.

Social media posts circulating
over the weekend and Monday’s
King service reflected that his last
name also was often spelled Mur-
rell.

The Rev. Timothy McDonald
I, senior pastor of First Iconium
Baptist Church on Moreland Av-
enue, said he last spoke with Mer-
rell, whom he had known about four
decades, a few weeks ago. Mer-
rell had reached out to him to ask
whether McDonald would handle

Cal Merrell, otherwise known as "The Happy Preacher" and whose last name was
sometimes spelled Murrell by others, shouts out during during the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr. holiday commemorative service at Ebenezer Baptist Church
where King preached, Monday, Jan. 18, 2016, in Atlanta.

his services.

“He knew something,” said
McDonald, who said he doesn’t
know the cause of death.

He said Merrell was a fixture
at several churches, including Eb-
enezer Baptist Church and First
Iconium.

“He was just one of a kind,”
McDonald said. “There will never
be another Happy Preacher. He was
well loved, especially by preachers.
Iloved his authentic praise. It didn’t
matter what church he was at, what
venue or whether it was a funeral
or worship service. ... The Happy
Preacher was going to be praising.
He brought his praise with him.”

McDonald said he was amazed
at how Merrell knew about every-
body’s funeral “under the heavens.”

He said Merrell, as much as
a local icon as he was, wanted his
own service to be “totally the op-
posite of what people might think.
He didn’t want it to last over an
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hour. He wanted to be cremated.
He didn’t want a whole lot of folks
talking over him. He loved a big
funeral but didn’t want one.”

The Rev. Darryl Winston
said Merrell, a native of Valdosta,
leveraged his connections to help
a lot of people, including getting
underserved youth into college. He
left Valdosta when he was 18 and
moved to Atlanta.

Winston said Merrell also
marched for social justice.

“He touched lives,” said Win-
ston. “There was more to him than
his public persona.” He said Mer-
rell would sometimes carry a photo
album around that showed him with
famous and historic figures.”

Others also took to social
media to remember Merrell.

One Twitter user said Merrell
was Atlanta’s “first Black Christian
socialite.”

Others posted photos or videos
of him with his trademark tambou-

rine or praise dancing.

Willie A. Watkins, of Willie
A. Watkins Funeral Home, will
handle the arrangements, which
are pending.

He’s handled the arrangement
for civil rights veterans the Rev.
C.T. Vivian and Congressman John
Lewis, both of whom died in 2020.

“There was a certain flair about
him,” said Watkins. “He was able
to maneuver himself around to get
pictures with all the stars.”

Watkins said he once asked
The Happy Preacher how he was
able to speak out so quickly just
as the minister was wrapping up
at a service or sermon. “He said
it was about timing. He watched
the minister’s mouth. Just when he
was about to close it, that’s when
he spoke out. He was right on time
with his amens.”

Another time Watkins said
he was getting in the car that took
flowers to the cemetery when he
caught amovement out of the corner
of his eye.

It scared him for a minute be-
cause no one was supposed to be
in the car but him.

It was “Happy.”

Watkins asked how he got
in the car. Merrell’s response was
simple: “ “We’re all going to Lin-
coln Cemetery, aren’t we?” He made
it his business that if there was a
service he was going to ride in the
flower car or the hearse and nobody
had a problem with it. Most of the
families were happy.”

What people may not know
is that Merrell was a great baker.
He made wonderful sweet potato
pies and chocolate cake that would
melt in your mouth, Watkins said.

“There was an uniqueness to

LAUGHTER
IN YOUR BELLY

HOLISTIC HEALTH & WELLNESS

... And that is what He said!

BT DR. L1SA GAYLE YOUNG

Hey, y’all! If you have read
this column before you know that
Ilove my Daddy, Pastor Roosevelt
Harrell, Sr, and miss him. I long for
his familiarness, his wisdom, his
correction, and his staunch belief
that God could do anything! He
and my mother taught us to take
the Lord at His Word. And I still do.

So often we hear at church,
“Saints if God said it that settles it.”
... take him at His Word! Then we
see their lack of faith demonstrated
when the Doctor calls it “cancer”
and don’t let them say “terminal
cancer.” #Itsfaithtime

The disease of sickle cell
and the trait were prevalent in the
generations of my family. I had
the trait and suffered a lot growing
up. Although I was taught, I would
be healed, I just could not imagine
that, since it was inherited, and I
was always in pain.

My precious Daddy didn’tlive
long enough to see my faith kick
in, oh, but I know he is rejoicing
with me now. He sees me for who
I'am,“The Lord’s Healed Woman.”

Through my health trials
with tumors, lupus, fibromyalgia,
heart disease, and more, I borrowed
Daddy’s faith, clung to the healing
Word, and just focused on what
God said.

When we are down and drift-
ing, diseased and doubting, con-
fused, and confounded, meditate on
what God said and believe! Then
act on what you believe.

There are 101 things that God
said in scripture about healing. We
will cover all 101 this year together
between this column and with the
guest on our 24-hour gospel internet
radio station 24/7 praise radio at
https://www.247praiseradio.com.

It’s heal-
ing time- let’s
head to the
Word! Our
first scripture is
Exodus 15:26.
Here the Lord
says, “I am
the Lord that
health thee.” [J Dr Gayle
Your Job: Be- | Young
lieve that He
is your Healer
and act healed. #laminfaith

In 2022, am inviting you to
join me, the staff of the BR Weekly
Press, and the Baton Rouge com-
munity as we work the word of
healing, right here every week.

Together let’s be in faith for
our healing and the healing of those
in our community. As long as we are
going to be in faith for our healing,
we should be in faith for the healing
of others, right? Amen! You must
believe that you are healed right
now! So, let’s practice the language
of healing.

Here we go! Every day we
will say, “I believe that my body
is a temple that houses my spirit
man, my emotions, thoughts, de-
sires, and is my forgiveness cen-
ter. I believe now that I am healed.
God has done a great work in me.
Tharbor no feelings of anger, hurt,
disappointment or unforgiveness.
I no longer identify with disease,
death and dying, depression and
disappointment. I am victorious,
I have conquered my lack of faith
and there is no drought in my life.

Saints, remember that the leap-
ers were healed when they started
acting healed... and headed to the
priest to show themselves.” So, you
betta act right. #andthatiswhathe-
said #lamnotacompromiser #healed
#lamactingright

Good Shepherd

Bishop

Hour of Power

Sunday School

Church Servic
Communion Service .
Bible Study Wednesda;
Sister/Brotherhood Meeti

The People’s Church
2865 Mission Drive ¢ Baton Rouge, 70805 © Telephone (225)356-5873
H. Hayes, Pastor

Full Gospel B.C.

12 Noon Each Wednesday

4524 East Brookstone Drive
Baton Rouge, LA 70805
www.occbr.org
See Website for Service
and Streaming Live Times

BISHOP CHARLES E. WALLACE, PASTOR

(And any Sunday that

CAMPHOR MEMORIAL

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
8742 Scenic Highway - Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807
Telephone: (225) 775-4106 » Fax: (225) 615-8359
Rev. Kermit Curtis “KC” Roberson, M.Div., MPA Senior Pastor

Sunday SChool .......cccueuiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeieienene 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service Ist, 3rd. & 4th Sundays ........... 10:55 a.m.
Contemporary Worship ......... 2nd & 5th Sunday................. 8:00 a.m

Bible Study........ Wednesday, Men’s Mid-Day Study....... 12:00 p.m.
Disciple Bible Study................. Wednesday ........cccocceveennee 5:30 p.m.
Prayer Ministry........ccccecevenencnns Tuesday ....ccceoveveereenuennenne. 6:00 p.m.

falls on a Holiday)

Sundays at 10am
Wednesday Inspi
Service 7pm

SENIOR PASTOR

WWW.

Kingdom Life Family Center

e Youth ministry every Sunday and Wednesday
e Women's Ministry 2nd Saturday's

BISHOP DESIGNATE DOROTHY DANIEL

8894 AIRLINE HWY. BATON ROUGE, LA 70815

rational

KINGDOM LIFE

e s

HEBREWS 6:1

kingdomlifebr.com

THE BRWEEKLY PRESS CHURCH
DIRECTORY ADVERTISE YOUR

STARTING AT ONLY

$1000

¢ Church Services and
programs

* Streaming Live URL

* FREE first priority
announcement place

per week

For details call 225.775.2002

SUNDAY

WORSHIP

Every Sunday
at 11:30 AM.

HOLY
COMMUNION

Every 3rd Sunday

NEW BIRTH

FULL GOSPEL MINISTRIES

1283 Rosenwald Road
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807

Bishop I. J. Payne, Pastor

'THE NEW LIFE' Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

— 2 Corinthians 5:17

SUNDAY
SCHOOL
Every Sunday
at 9:30 AM.

HOUR OF
POWER
Every Friday

at 12 NOON

Baton Rouge, LA 70807
Phone: 225-775-9756

Dr. Donald Ruth, Pastor

ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH
Dr. Donald R. Ruth, Pastor
820 New Rafe Mayer Road

Web Address: saintjohnbc.org

Worship Times:

" NEW

Rev. Leo Cyrus Sr., Pastor

5856 Greenwell Springs Road ¢ Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806
Telephone: (225) 926-0246 * Facsimile: (225) 925-8022

Toll Free: 888-700-6174
Websites: www.newhopebr.com

CHURCH SCHEDULE
Sunday Morming WOrShID ..o 10:45 AM
LOMT'S SUPPET ..o 3rd Sundays
SUNIAYSCIORL st rssissnsssssssssonsisnsss irsssasssissssszississsoosss s 9:30 AM
PIAYET SBIVICE....vovvr oo Wed. @ 6:00 PM
BIDIE SHUAY.....o v Wed- @ 7:00 PM

Radio Broadcast 1st and 3rd Sunday WXOK at 8:00am

CrossWalk Classes: Sundays 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM
Sunday Worship Experience: 11:00 AM
Uplift Training: Thursdays 7:00 PM - &:00 PM

Mission Statement: New Hope Baptist Church is a family of baptized believers
who worship the Lord our God in spirit and in truth, teach the saved to reach the
lost and minister to the needs of others, while encouraging one another through
acts of love and living in obedience to Gods Word
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BRWEEKLYPRESS
BUSINESS/SERVICE

DIRECTORY

Louisiana utility regulators rescind
contract given to suspended lawyer

FOR BUSINESS

PANDEMIC AND HURRICANE RECOVERY
SPECIALS CALL TO RESERVE YOUR SPACE
IN THE BRWEEKLYPRESS
BUSINESS DIRECTORY 225.775.2002 TODAY!
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Cell PH: 407.630.2947

Louisiana Public Service Commissioner Foster Campbell (right) questions consultant Scott McQuaig about his qualifications and suspended law license on

/WTAA ENGINEERS

’// ENGINEERING CONSULTANTS AND CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT SERVICES

“Team Working For Success Through Quality Performance”

Civil Engineers Needed
W.T. Winfield, Manager
2622 North Street, Baton Rouge, LA
222-383-0822 or 1-866-324-WTAA Toll Free

CJW Distributors, LLC

13937 Malbec Ave.
Baton Rouge, LA 70816

Ph: 225-292-0305
Cell: 225-405-3427
Fax: 225-292-0307

Email: cjw7@att.net

CARL WOODS www.cjwdistributors.com

President .

Young Man's Lawn Service, LLC |

prafessional job, for a reas ‘
imates. Commercial and Residential

Tayla Hickman

Jayla) Naiicls

Cleaning Service

Residential & Commercial * General and Full Service
FREE ESTIMATE

225.572.7677 « taylahickman@gmail.com

¥ ordes Insurance @Group

Gloria Brandon

Independent Insurance Azent
Mult-StaE

Cell:225.247.6216 | Fax:985.259.8548
gbrandon@lordesig.com

whww lordesig.com

CYNTHIA M. DUNN,
REALTOR

4o SN\ #STEP |
NNERSPACE pY; A

2900 Westford Dr, #401

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70827

Cell: 225.302.4598 « Hm: 225.752.5440
Email: cynthiadunn@innerspacebr.com

TO ADVERTISE HERE, CALL THE BATON ROUGE

WEEKLY PRESS AT 225.775.2002

Tuesday, Jan. 25, 2022. (Image taken from meeting live stream)

BY: WES MULLER
Louisiana Illuminator

The Louisiana Public Service
Commission on Tuesday rescinded
a state contract it awarded to a con-
sultant with ties to one of the com-
missioners who approved the deal
last month.

Ina 3-2 vote, the Public Service
Commission reversed its Dec. 14
decision to hire Scott McQuaig as a
consultant on electric vehicle charg-
ing stations. The commission will
reopen the bidding process.

McQuaig, a former personal-
injury attorney from Metairie, said
he surrendered his law license in
March 2019 and thereafter opened
his own consulting firm, the McQ
Group. He was the only bidder on a
contract worth $44,000 to research
whether electric vehicle charging
stations should be considered a pub-
lic utility under the Public Service
Commission’s jurisdiction.

McQuaig had done previous
work for the commission, both as a
consultant and as outside counsel.
He won two contracts in 2020 worth
nearly $180,000 total for consulting
work on 5G utility pole attachments
and cybersecurity issues. He also

held two contracts in 2013 worth
more than $350,000 combined to
serve as outside counsel to help
the commission establish disaster
planning best practices and rules and
regulations for prison phone systems,
according to PSC records.

His latest bid sparked contro-
versy when Commissioner Foster
Campbell (D-Shreveport) alleged a
conflict of interest between McQuaig
and Commissioner Eric Skrmetta
(R-Metairie). As detailed in previous
reports from the Illuminator, Mc-
Quaig and Skrmetta have personal
and business ties that go back de-
cades, and Skrmetta voted to award
McQuaig each of the five contracts.

The pair performed legal work
for each other and founded several
social organizations and a political
advocacy group, according to Jef-
ferson Parish court records and the
business filings with the Louisiana
Secretary of State’s Office.

When the electric charging sta-
tions contract was up for a vote last
month, Campbell planned to question
McQuaig regarding his qualifications
and his relationship with Skrmetta.
But McQuaig unexpectedly left the
meeting shortly before he was called
to testify. Instead, Skrmetta took the
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floor, repudiating the conflict of in-
terest allegations and said he would
answer any questions on McQuaig’s
behalf.

Having previously postponed
awarding of the contract due to the
conflict-of-interest allegations, PSC
Chairman Craig Greene of Baton
Rouge, a Republican whose votes
regularly cross party lines, called
the matter to a vote at the Dec. 14
meeting and approved McQuaig as
the winning bidder.

The following day, Campbell
sent Greene a letter complaining that
Skrmetta should not have been al-
lowed to speak on behalf of McQuaig
when the majority of the commis-
sioners had previously agreed to
have McQuaig answer for himself.
Greene granted Campbell’s request
for arehearing, bringing the matter to
Tuesday’s meeting, which McQuaig
attended.

Under questioning by Camp-
bell, McQuaig said he was un-
aware he was needed to testify at
last month’s meeting and explained
that he left because he had to pick up
his vehicle from a mechanic’s shop.

“I was never told that I was
needed to speak at the last meet-
ing,” McQuaig said.

McQuaig admitted to commis-
sioners he does not have specific
experience with electric vehicle regu-
lation but brought along a business
associate he believes is qualified for
the job. The associate, Richard De-
mint, a former executive for AT&T,
has also worked as a consultant for
the Public Service Commission.

Campbell also questioned
McQuaig about the suspension of
his law license. McQuaig said he
voluntarily agreed to the suspension,
which he said was only interim. But
when pressed further, he would not
say if he is trying to get his license
back and said the matter has noth-
ing to do with the Public Service
Commission contract in question.

“Well, it matters a hell of a lot
to me when you’re dealing with the
public’s money,” Campbell said.

Skrmetta said rescinding the
contract will only discourage com-
panies from wanting to work with
the commission.

“I can guarantee we will have
fewer people bidding,” Skrmetta
said. “This isn’t about electric
charging stations ... this is about
vengeance.”
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' EVERYDAY

{| SALE
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SOPHISTICATION

Visit The Syle Master
""Mr. Super Cool
Keith B. O'Connor"

6180 Airline Hwy
Baton Rouge, La. 70805

225.357.5796

Classifieds

§

For legals, please call the

Classified Department at (225) 225.775.2002

Sell your stuff, advertise jobs or a place to rent. You can do it ALL here!

or email brweeklypress@yahoo.com

L SELL YOUR CAR - 1 month for $80

| | ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS - 1 month for $150 | | ADVERTISE ON 247praiseradio.com |

FIND IT ALL IN THE GLASSIFIEDS - 223.775.2002

CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS

CHURCH
CUSTODIAN

Full time church custo-

dian with benefits. Salary
depends on experience.
Background/drug test will be

required. Send resume to
Gloryland Baptist Church,
6745 Greenwell Springs
Road, Baton Rouge, La.
70805 or email to:
jgreen.gbc@gmail.com.

NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE.

CALL 225-775-2002
TO RESERVE YOUR AD TODAY!

Social Media

The BRWeekly Press looking for hire
social media and emarketing team
member . Please call The BR Weekly
Press at 225.775.2002

The Weekly JPress
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If you are not yet vaccinated, you
W E H AV E are unprotected. Vaccines protect
you against severe outcomes from
T H E TO O LS COVID-19, like hospitalization and
death. According to data from the
CDC, unvaccinated people are 10
times more likely to be infected and
TO FIGHT 20 times more likely to die due to

COVID compared to a fully vaccinated

OMICRON person with a booster shot.

\/ Get vaccinated and, if eligible,
get boosted.
As the Omicron v Wear a mask in all public indoor
variant continues settings, all indoor private

t d spaces with people who are not
O spread, we in your immediate household,

must remember and outdoors when not able to
that we have more social distance.
tools than ever to Limit exposure to those outside
slow the spread of your household.
COVID-19. Practice social distancing.

Stay home if you are not feeling
well.

Wash your hands with soap and
water.

Get tested if you’re experiencing
COVID-19 symptoms or if you
have been recently exposed to
someone with COVID-19.

LET’S GIVE
COVID THE
BOOT IN 2022!

LOUISIANA

DEPARTMENT OF
HEALTH




