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WEATHER INDEX

THUR. 03/02
Mostly Cloudy
High 85°.

WED. 03/01
Partly Cloudy
High 82°.

MON. 02/27
Mostly Cloudy
High 82°.

TUE. 02/28
Mostly Cloudy
High 82°.

GET ON THE LIST

The Weekly Press

Join over 750,000 others to get your news plus special 
offer! Visit www,brweeklypress.com and sign up to get the 
eEditionTODAY delievered straight to you inbox. It's FREE

BATON ROUGE, La. - The Loui-
siana Housing Corporation (LHC) has 
launched the 2023 Blue Tarp Fund Roof-
ing Repair Program, an initiative started 
by Senator Regina Barrow.

The grant program is designed to 
assist eligible homeowners in Ascension, 
East Baton Rouge, Iberville, Livings-
ton, and West Baton Rouge Parishes 
with roofing repairs. The program was 
included in appropriation bills during 
the 2021 and 2022 regular legislative 
sessions.

LHC is now accepting applications 
for the program, which is open to home-
owners who own and live in their home 
as their primary residence for at least 
one year prior to the assistance.

“We understand the devastating 
impact that natural disasters have had 
on homeowners in Louisiana,” said LHC 
Executive Director Joshua G. Hollins. 
“The Blue Tarp Fund Roofing Repair 

Program is one of the ways we are com-
mitted to helping our communities re-
cover and rebuild after a disaster. We 
encourage eligible homeowners to apply 
for this program soon.”

Qualified applicants must also meet 
low-income requirements established 
by LHC Blue Tarp Fund Roofing Re-
pair Program Grant guidelines of below 
eighty percent (80%) of the area median 
income. Owners will be required to sub-

mit income documentation, such as a 
pay stub or a benefits summary sheet, 
as well as proof of home ownership.

The repair program will provide 
roofing repair assistance to 300-500 
qualified applicants on a first-come, 
first-serve basis. Senator Regina Bar-
row, who spearheaded the program, said: 
"I am thrilled that LHC is implementing 

B A T O N 
ROUGE, La.  — 
Louisiana State 
Senator Cleo Fields 
is introducing a bill 
that would mandate 
the availability of 
automated exter-
nal defibrillators 
(AEDs) on al l 
school campuses 
in the state, from 
pre-schools  to 
colleges, as well 
as competitive athletic events spon-
sored by schools.

The proposed legislation aims 
to make heart safety a top priority 
and to provide life-saving tools for 
students, teachers, parents, and visi-
tors. During a life-or-death situation 
like cardiac arrest, seconds and even 
minutes can make a difference. Brad 
Harris, a paramedic with Baton Rouge 
EMS, emphasized that an AED can be 
a game-changer, and the sooner CPR 
is initiated and an AED is applied, the 
higher the patient's chance of survival.

Fields’ bill would require that 
someone trained in how to use an AED 
be available at each school, though 
the training needed to operate one is 
not extensive. “If it says shock ad-
vised, it’s going to charge and then a 
red flashing light will come on. You 
hit the button, and then it sends an 
electric shock to the heart," Harris 
said. "It may take responders 5 to 10, 
even 15 minutes to get to you. So, 
if someone is there doing CPR and 
an AED has delivered defibrillation 
before we get there, their chances of 
survival increase.”

Dr. Carl Luikart, a sports cardi-
ologist at Our Lady of the Lake, noted 
that while it is rare for children to suf-
fer from cardiac arrest, having an AED 
available during major sports events 
or any situation could ultimately save 
someone’s life. The bill would require 
AEDs at all competitive athletic events 
sponsored by schools, as well.

However, the bill may face fund-
ing hurdles, as school systems would 
need to find the funds to pay for the 
AEDs or work with community part-
ners for donations.

Senator Cleo 
Fields proposes 
AED mandate for 
schools, events

Senator 
Cleo Fields

Louisiana Housing Corporation Launches 2023 
Blue Tarp Fund Roofing Repair Program Initiative

Program to provide roofing repair to 300-500 
qualified applicants on a first-come, first-serve basis

See PROGRAM, on page 5

Senator 
Regina Barrow

"I am thrilled that LHC 
is implementing this 
much-needed program 
to assist homeowners 
in our communities. We 
need to ensure that our 
constituents have safe 
and secure homes." said 
Regina Barrow.

Qualified applicants must also meet low-income requirements established by LHC Blue Tarp Fund Roofing Repair Program Grant guidelines 
of below eighty percent (80%) of the area median income.

B A T O N 
ROUGE, La.  – 
Mayor-President 
Sharon Weston 
Broome joins four 
cities across the 
United States in a 
violence interven-
tion cohort advised 
by the recently 
launched Coalition 
to Advance Public 
Safety (CAPS). 
The partnership 
includes four nationally recog-
nized agencies (Community Based 
Public Safety Collective, Hospital 
AVI, NICJR, and Cities United) to 
advance best practices, strategies, and 
operational planning based on les-
sons learned in support of the Biden 
Administration’s 18-month long 
White House Community Violence 
Intervention Collaborative (CVIC). 

“Over the last two years, my ad-
ministration has worked together with 
the community to build a Community 
Violence Intervention ecosystem that 
approaches public safety from all 
views and strategies,” says Mayor-
President Sharon Weston Broome. 
“CAPS will work hand in hand with 
my administration to implement a 
comprehensive slate of strategies 
that address all violence dynamics.”

In Phase II of Safe, Hopeful, 
Healthy BR, Broome’s administra-

Baton Rouge Joins 
Major Cities in The 
Coalition to Advance 
Public Safety

Mayor
Sharon 
Weston 
Broome

See SAFETY, on page 2

BATON ROUGE, La. - The East 
Baton Rouge Metro Council is cur-
rently engaged in a comprehensive 
examination of the effectiveness of 
police pursuits and the execution of 
search warrants. In particular, council 
members Darryl Hurst and Cleve Dunn, 
Jr. have requested that both the Baton 
Rouge Police Department (BRPD) and 
the East Baton Rouge Sheriff's Office 
(EBRSO) provide a detailed report 
outlining the number of properties that 
have been damaged or destroyed dur-
ing the execution of a search warrant, 
as well as the number of individuals 
who have sustained injuries during a 
police pursuit.

The impetus for this investigation 
is the growing public concern surround-

Baton Rouge  
Council Examines 
Police Tactics in 
Warrants, Pursuits

See COUNCIL, on page 5

Council member 
Cleve Dunn, Jr.

Council member 
Darryl Hurst

Baton Rouge's Safe, Hopeful, and 
Healthy BR program has reportedly 
reduced homicides by 23% and non-
fatal shootings by 14% within the city 
limits, according to Mayor-President 
Sharon Weston Broome. The program 
has partnered with four national orga-
nizations to develop plans based on 
lessons learned from the Community 
Violence Intervention Collaborative.

Despite this progress, some mem-
bers of the community believe that the 
initiatives are not working and that 
more needs to be done to combat crime 
in the city. One local expressed con-
cern, stating "Not working... Not work-

Baton Rouge 
Leaders Divided on 
Crime Reduction

See CRIME, on page 5
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LOCAL & STATE

Weekly Press
Newspaper is a published weekly in Baton 
Rouge and distributed every Thursday with 
a circulation of 7,500.  Subscription rates 
are $65.00 per year for Louisiana residents; 
$72.00 for one year for out-of-state resi-
dents; half price for six months subscription: 
and $1.00 per single copy.

All money orders or checks should be made 
payable to The Baton Rouge Weekly Press

4910 Montecello Blvd., Suite C
Baton Rouge, La. 70814

Phone: (225) 775-2002
E-Mail  brweeklypress@yahoo.com

Office Hours: Monday-Friday   
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Closed Saturday, Sunda

 
 
 
 
 
How to Reach Us
General Information................225-775-2002
Email................ brweeklypress@yahoo.com

The  office is open 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday 
- Friday and located at 4910 Monticello Blvd. 
Baton Rouge, LA 70814

Correction Policy
The Baton Rouge Weekly Press strives to be 
fair and accurate. The newspaper corrects any 
significant errors of fact brought to the attention 
of the editor. If you think an error has been made, 
call 225-775-200

READER INFORMATION

VISIT US 
ONLINE @
brweeklypress.com

CARE IS
AmeriHealth Caritas Louisiana

Getting rewards for  
doing things that help 
you stay healthy!

With our CARE Card program, you can earn rewards for doing things like 
getting health screenings and seeing your primary care provider for wellness 
visits. Use the CARE Card to save money when you buy selected health and 
everyday items.*

Find out more by visiting  
www.careforla.com.
*Conditions apply. See website.

BAKER, La. — Baker has 
been selected as a recipient of the 
National Fitness Court grant, and 
Mayor Waites announced last week 
that work will soon begin to install 
this cutting-edge outdoor fitness 
court in MLK Park. As weather 
permits, the concrete pad for the 
court will be poured, followed by 
installation.

The National Fitness Court 
is manufactured in the USA and 
is designed for adults of all ages 
and abilities, providing premier 
outdoor fitness classes and training 
programs while being fully acces-
sible. It is constructed to last for 
decades in any environment, uti-
lizing best-in-class materials like 
dual-layer powder-coated carbon 
steel, tamper-resistant, galvanized 
& stainless steel bolts and fittings, 
and anti-graffiti laminate vinyl 
decals.

The National Fitness Cam-
paign (NFC) offers free online 
guides to circuit training on the 
equipment and provides ample 
space on the open courtside for 
instructor-led classes in the fitness 
court studio. Users can access pro-
gramming on YouTube or through 
the app, available for both iOS and 
Android, to maximize their fitness 
potential.

The National Fitness Cam-
paign’s core tenet is the 7 Move-
ments for Everyday Health, which 
includes Core, Squat, Push, Lunge, 
Pull, Agility, and Bend. Begin-
ner, intermediate, and advanced 
training videos demonstrate how 
users of any age or ability can 
utilize the Fitness Court at every 
station. Users can leverage their 
body weight at different angles and 

levels of resistance to improve 
their performance over time. Ad-
ditionally, the Fitness Court can 
be used in thousands of ways and 
variations, making the possibili-
ties for unique movements and 
custom routines endless.

The Fitness Court offers 
a full-body workout in only 
seven minutes. Users can ro-
tate through all seven zones on 
the Fitness Court for a circuit 
training workout that will have 
them sweating in just seven 
minutes. Guided step-by-step 
coaching from expert trainers 
like celebrity trainers Rob Riches 
and Mark Lauren are available 
to take workouts to the next 

Baker Prepares Space for National Fitness Court in MLK Park

tion aims to connect a city-based 
violence prevention infrastructure 
that prioritizes interagency depart-
ment solutions for neighborhood 
safety, employment and education, 
and health and human services.

The goal is to provide ad-
equate funding and coordination, 

with a shared vision of public 
safety to maximize the response 
to high-risk people and make 
violence reduction sustainable.

The initiative will allow city 
leaders and local CVI organiza-
tions to expand their current action 
plans, with a goal to reduce gun 

homicides and non-fatal shoot-
ings by 20 percent over five years. 
The Coalition to Advance Public 
Safety will systematically deploy 
the leading technical assistance 
and training providers to work in 
these cities and reinforce sustained 
effective violence intervention 
initiatives.

level. Workouts for every goal 
are available, from balance and 
mobility to strength and cardio. 
The Fitness Court Movement 
Library features international 
best-selling author and award-

winning trainer Mark Lauren as 
he walks users through beginner 
through advanced moves that can 
be done at each station.

The City of Baker is thrilled 
to partner with the National Fit-

ness Campaign to provide new 
fitness opportunities to the com-
munity. Stay tuned to LABAKER 
UPDATES for the latest progress 
on this exciting new resource 
coming to Baker in 2023!

Safety from page 1
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Free, professional 
tax return help
Powered by Entergy

You deserve every dollar of your tax refund. Our team of
IRS-certifi ed volunteers will help with the entire process – 
from identifying all available credits to submitting your 
paperwork.

Find out what documents to bring and more details at 
entergy.com/freetaxhelp.

VITA (Volunteer Income Tax Assistance) is an IRS program that off ers free tax preparation services for 
low-to-moderate income individuals, persons with disabilities, the elderly and limited English speakers 
through various partner organizations. Learn more at irs.gov/individuals/free-tax-return-preparation-for-
you-by-volunteers.

A message from Entergy Corporation ©2023 Entergy Services, LLC. All Rights Reserved. • E-122201

Saturday, February 25
East Baton Rouge Main Library Goodwood
8 AM - 3 PM

Martha White was a woman 
whose simple act of refusing to 
vacate a seat on a Baton Rouge 
bus in 1953 had a profound im-
pact on the civil rights movement 
in America. Her refusal to move 
from the front of the bus sparked a 
week-long boycott in Baton Rouge, 
which would serve as a model for 
the more famous Montgomery bus 
boycott led by Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. two and a half years later.

White was a black house-
keeper who was bone-weary com-
ing home from work one day when 
she climbed aboard a city bus and 
saw only one seat left in the "whites 
only" section at the front. She took 
it, saying later that she was just 
tired and needed to sit down. Her 
simple act was a startling move in 
the Jim Crow south, and the bus 
driver promptly threw her off the 
bus, prompting black residents of 
the city to mount a bus boycott. 

That protest led to a partial deseg-
regation of the city's buses and was 
a milestone event in Louisiana.

White's role as the catalyst in 
the movement's first large-scale bus 
boycott had long been overshad-
owed by the events in Montgom-
ery, Alabama, where Rosa Parks 
famously refused to give up her 
bus seat to a white man. But the 
Baton Rouge boycott was a tem-
plate for the Montgomery boycott, 
and without White's courageous 
act, the Montgomery boycott might 

never have happened.
White's refusal to give up 

her seat was the start of a chain of 
events that had a profound impact 
on American history. The Baton 
Rouge boycott, organized by the 
Rev. T.J. Jemison, who was pas-
tor of Mount Zion First Baptist 
Church in Baton Rouge and would 
become part of the first generation 
of civil rights leaders, was settled 
by a partial desegregation of the 
city's buses. It was one of the earli-
est and most consequential events 

of the civil rights movement.
By the time White died in 

2019 at the age of 99, her role 
in the civil rights movement had 
largely been forgotten. But her fam-
ily, along with civil rights leaders 
in Baton Rouge, were determined 
to make sure her contribution to 
the movement was not overlooked. 
They wanted to find a way to honor 
her and give her the recognition 
she deserved.

Eugene Collins, president of 
the Baton Rouge NAACP, said that 

without White's actions, none of 
the rest of that history would have 
happened. "We can make the argu-
ment that none of the rest of that 
history happens without Martha 
White," he said in an interview.

White's family felt that her 
contribution to the movement had 
been lost in history and that she 
had not received the recognition 
she deserved. They wanted to find 
a way to honor her memory and 
ensure that she was not forgotten.

Byron Sharper, a family mem-
ber, said, "I think we need to find 
a way to write her name in the 
history books and give her credit 
because it's due." Collins added, 
"If she was a man, I feel like she 
would have already had a statue 
built downtown."

The family wanted to see 
city leaders rename the CATS bus 
stop on Florida Blvd. in her honor 
and move the bus from the Baton 
Rouge African American Museum 
to that same bus stop. They be-
lieved that this would be a fitting 
tribute to a woman whose actions 
changed the course of history.

Martha White was a woman 
of courage and conviction whose 
simple act of refusing to give up her 
seat on a Baton Rouge bus changed 
the world. Her actions inspired a 
movement that would change the 
course of American history and set 
the stage for the civil rights move-
ment that followed. Although her 
role in the movement had largely 
been forgotten, her legacy lives 
on, and her contribution to the 
struggle for equality and justice 
should never be overlooked.

Martha White's Refusal to Give Up Bus Seat Sparks 
Baton Rouge Bus Boycott and Civil Rights Movement

Baton Rouge Bus Stop. Ritchie, Ernest (Photographer) COURTESY OF THE PHOTOGRAPHER, ERNEST RITCHIE.

During the 1953 bus boycott in Baton Rouge, the African American community 
organized free carpools, enabling protestors to go about their daily business while 
simultaneously showing they would no longer accept second-class citizenship 
COURTESY OF THE PHOTOGRAPHER, ERNEST RITCHIE.

Martha White, civil rights pioneer who 
sparked the Baton Rouge Bus Boycott, 
remembered for her bravery.
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RELIGION

NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
5856 Greenwell Springs Road • Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806

Telephone: (225) 926-0246 • Facsimile: (225) 925-8022
Toll Free: 888-700-6174

Websites: www.newhopebr.com

Rev. Leo Cyrus Sr., Pastor

Dr. Donald Ruth, Pastor        

Hour of Power  .............................................12 Noon Each Wednesday
Sunday School ........................................................................... 8:00am
Church Service  .......................................................................... 9:00am
Communion Service  ............................................. 2nd Sunday 9:00am
Bible Study Wednesday  ............................................................7:00pm
Sister/Brotherhood Meeting .....................................................  6:00pm

NEW BIRTH
FULL GOSPEL MINISTRIES

'THE NEW LIFE' Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

— 2 Corinthians 5:17

Radio Broadcast 1st and 3rd Sunday WXOK at 8:00am

Bishop I. J. Payne, Pastor

1283 Rosenwald Road
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807

SUNDAY 
SCHOOL

HOUR OF
POWER

Every Sunday 
at 9:30 A.M.

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

HOLY
COMMUNION

Every Sunday 
at 11:30 A.M.

Every 3rd Sunday 
at 11:30 A.M.

Every Friday 
at 12 NOON

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the 
manner of some; but exhorting one another: and so much 
the more, as ye see the day approaching. - Hebrews 10:25

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Church directory ads starting at $10 per week 
call us for details 225.775.2002

DISCIPLES OUTREACH 

2032 Gore Rd, • Baton Rouge, LA 70807 
Sunday Service .............................. 9:00 am
Sunday School ............................... 8:00 am
Bible Studay .........................Mon.7:00 pm
Saturday Sabbath  .................Sat. 11:00 am

We Don't Count Numbers. We Make Numbers Count

M I N I S T R Y

Bishop Thelma Pearl Senior Pastor
Bishop Michael Pearl, Assistant Pastor

THE BRWEEKLY PRESS CHURCH 
DIRECTORY ADVERTISE YOUR

For details call 225.775.2002

$10OO
per week

STARTING AT ONLY•  Church Services and  
programs

• Streaming Live URL
•          FREE first priority 
  announcement place

CAMPHOR MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

8742 Scenic Highway – Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807
Telephone:  (225) 775-4106 -    Fax:  (225) 615-8359

Rev. Elenora Mackey Cushenberry, Th.D, Senior Pastor
Rev. Tiffanie C. Postell, Associate Pastor

Sunday School ................................................................ 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service ...........................................................  10:55 a.m.
Youth Sunday & Contemporary Worship .......  2nd Sun. 8:00 a.m.
Bible Study .................................Wed. 12:00 Noon and 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Ministry  ..................................................... Tues 6:00 p.m.

By Tony Evans

Hebrews 11:6 makes it crystal 
clear that without faith you won’t 
see God. This is because without 
faith, you do not please Him. The 
absence of faith results in the ab-
sence of the manifest presence of 
God. In other words, you may know 
He exists, but you won’t necessarily 
experience His existence in your 
day-to-day life. That’s why God 
urges us so often in Scripture to 
live our lives by faith.

He wants us to experience 
Him. 

He desires to intervene in our 
situations. 

He wants to reveal His power 
in our circumstances. 

But it requires our faith to 
participate in the process of His 
providential hand. Remember, faith 
is acting like it is so even when it’s 
not so in order that it might be so 
simply because God said so. Faith is 
verifiable. You never have to guess 
if you have faith because it shows 
up in your walk, not just your talk. 

Faith is made 
real when you 
choose to obey 
God even when 
you cannot see 
the reality or 
rationale of 
your obedience 
from a human 
perspective.

W h a t ’ s 
more:  fai th 
must always 

precede sight. Once you have sight, 
it is no longer faith. That’s why He-
brews 11:1 declares, “Now faith is 
the assurance of things hoped for, 
the conviction of things not seen.” 
If you have to see it first, you have 
cancelled faith. Faith is prior to, 
and apart from, sight. In fact, faith 
leads to sight. But, even so, most 
people first decide what they are 
going to do by what they see. As a 
result, they regularly cancel out the 
supernatural from taking place in 
their lives. Don’t make that mistake, 
for God wants you to experience 
more of Him.

Your Faith Leads to 
an Experience of God

Tony Evans

By Creflo Dollar

When we read the Gospel, it 
is important to read it in its proper 
context. Reading it through the 
Old Testament lens of the Law of 
Moses gives us an outdated inter-
pretation that is no longer valid, but 
reading it through the lens of grace 
reveals the power of the resurrected 
Jesus. When we understand that we 
don’t have to live by old standards 
that no longer apply to us, we’re 
free to rightly divide the Word of 
truth. Correspondingly, we limit 
ourselves when we lift Scriptures 
out of context and wrongly inter-
pret the Word.

Under the Law of Moses, 
punishment and condemnation 
were key motivators, but Jesus re-
placed the law with His grace and 
truth. Before, strict obedience and 

constant atone-
ment for sin 
was necessary 
to please God, 
but faith is all 
that is needed, 
now. The truth 
that Jesus was 
the perfect sac-
rifice for sin 
highlights the 
significance of 
what He did on 
the cross. Let-
ting this get down inside us begins 
to transform us.

For example, Holy Commu-
nion celebrates Jesus’ work on the 
cross but, if we’re not careful, we 
can incorrectly interpret the Scrip-
ture on communion. The apostle 
Paul wrote that whoever partakes 
of communion in an unworthy 

manner eats and drinks damna-
tion to himself. An Old Testament 
mindset immediately goes to sin-
consciousness and condemns us 
as being unworthy to take com-
munion. However, this Scripture 
is actually advising us to examine 
ourselves beforehand; it does not 
say to meditate on our sins and 
avoid communion altogether.

Reading this Scripture in con-
text, we see that we take the bread 
and wine in memory of Jesus, not 
of our sins. Interpreting this in-
correctly traps us in fear, guilt, 
and condemnation. Interpreting 
it correctly frees us to receive, 
by faith, what grace has made 
available. Reading the Word in 
the proper spirit opens our eyes 
to the forgiveness God offers us 
through the new

 

PRAYER:
God, in Your mercy You sent 

us Your Son to replace the condem-
nation and sin-consciousness of the 
old covenant with grace and love. 
You released us from the require-
ments of the Law of Moses and 
gave us freedom through Jesus. 
Thank You for giving us Your 
Spirit to properly interpret what 
You say to us. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.

SCRIPTURES:
2 Timothy 2:15
John 1:17
Romans 6:14
Hebrews 11:6
Hebrews 10:1-14
1 Corinthians 11:24, 25, 27-29

The resurrected Jesus transforms us

Creflo dollar

CAMPHOR MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

8742 Scenic Highway - Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807
Telephone:  (225) 775-4106 • Fax:  (225) 615-8359

Rev. Kermit Curtis “KC” Roberson, M.Div., MPA Senior Pastor

Sunday School................................................................... 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service..............1st, 3rd. & 4th Sundays............  10:55 a.m.
Contemporary Worship .........2nd & 5th Sunday..................8:00 a.m

(And any Sunday that falls on a Holiday)
Bible Study........ Wednesday, Men’s Mid-Day Study........12:00 p.m. 
Disciple Bible Study.................Wednesday.........................5:30 p.m.
Prayer Ministry...........................Tuesday............................6:00 p.m.

DIRECTORY
BRWEEKLYPRESS  CHURCH & PLACES TO WORSHIP

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some; but exhorting Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some; but exhorting 
one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. - Hebrews 10:25one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. - Hebrews 10:25

Reach Thousands Weekly. Call 225-775-2002 Reach Thousands Weekly. Call 225-775-2002 
to take advantage of our special ratesto take advantage of our special rates

Broadcast Rates

Commercial Spot Rates

• 15 minutes  $40 4 per month $160
• 30 minutes  $65 4 per month $260
• 60 minutes  $75 4 per month $300

• 100 Spots $125
• 150 Spots $168 
• 200 Spots $250

All shows must include an intro and an outro.
•  $50 talent fee for production of intro and outro.
• All broadcast scheduling depends on availability

All shows must include an into and an outro.
• $50 talent fee for commercial spot production
• Production of commercial spot script. TBD

These special rates are exclusive to Interfaith Gazette advertising partners. The Interfaith Gazette is an 
official representative and media partner of Global Impact Media LLC.

FREE Programming available for
Interfaith Gazette Advertising Partners.
When you purchase: 
• Full Page Advertisement
• Half Page Advertisement
•  Interfaith Church Sportlight Listing with

Web Page Directory:
• Church Name • Pastor Name • Location
• Time of Service • Contact Info •  link to
your website • Social Media links.

GOSPEL INTERNET RADIO STATION OF THE YEAR

Interfaith Gazette
PUBLISHER Bishop Marjorie Holt, Ph.D.419.214.0730

LISTEN LIVE! www. interfaithgazette.com

Advertise during the DORINDA
CLARK COLE RADIO SHOW. Call for 
details.

LISTEN LIVE! WWW.247PRAISERADIO.COM

Broadcast Rates
• 15 min 	 $25.00  	 4 broadcast per month $100
• 30 min 	 $35.00 	 4 broadcast per month $140
• 60 min 	 $43.75 	 4 broadcast per month $175

CALL FOR MORE DETAILS 225.775.2002 

MILLIONS 
OF LISTENERS
PER HOUR

These special rates are  
exclusive to the BR Weekly 
Press advertising partner. 
TheBR Weekly Press is an 
official representative and media 
partner of  
247 Parise Radio.com

LET US HELP YOU REACH 
THOSANDS IN THE 247 PRAISE RADIO 

COMMUNITY AND BEYOND

ALWAYS CRYSTAL CLEAR 24/7 NO MATTER WHERE 
YOU ARE IN THE CITY, STATE , COUNTRY OR IN THE WORLD

YOUR ADVERTISMENT 
COULD BE HERE

CALL 225.775.2002 
TO RESERVE YOUR SPACE

RELIGION

New York, NY – New York 
City’s Town Hall presentation “A 
Celebration of Composer Twinkie 
Clark,” conducted by musical poly-
math Damien Sneed on Friday was 
a huge success.

The star-studded lineup in-
cluded multiple Grammy Award-
winning recording artists Karen 
Clark Sheard and Faith Evans, 
tenor saxophonist and jazz vocalist 
Camille Thurman, Pastor Juando-
lyn Stokes, along with featured 
vocalists Chenee Campbell, Tif-
fany Freeman, Markita Knight, 
and Alicia Peters-Jordan with the 
Orchestra of Tomorrow, founded 
by Sneed.

The packed audience came 
to pay homage to virtuoso and 
four-time Grammy Award-winning 
Gospel legend Elbernita “Twinkie” 
Clark, who is celebrating a 
fiveplus-decade career as one of 
the most prolific gospel composers 
in music history. The historic eve-
ning also included a proclamation 
from Mayor Eric Adams’ office, 
declaring Friday, Jan. 21, 2023, 
Dr. Elbernita “Twinkie” Clark Day 
in New York City, which was pre-
sented by Faith Evans.

With standing ovations 
throughout, music composer 
Damien Sneed curated an eve-
ning fit for “The Queen of the B3 
Hammond Organ” and the “Mother 
of Gospel Music,” with her well-
known and sacred compositions 
which included a combination of 
full songs and medleys: “Now Is 
The Time," “Ha Ya (Eternal Life), 
“For The Love Of The People,” 
“Jesus Is A Love Song,” “Bless 
You Real Good,” “Jesus Saves,” 
“Pray For The USA,” “Pure God,” 
“Balm In Gilead,” “Worship The 

King,” “Feed My Sheep, “I Tried 
Him and I Know Him,” “Wonder-
ful Counselor,” “Praying Spirit,” 
“Expect Your Miracle,” “Nothing 
To Lose,” “Is My Living In Vain,” 
“You Brought The Sunshine” and 
the finale “Hallelujah.”

In addition, vocalist Chenee 
Campbell brought the audience 
to their feet by singing Damien 
Sneed’s composition, “Here With 
You,” which Twinkie Clark fea-
tured and performed on her album, 
“Twinkie Clark & Friends…Live 
in Charlotte” (2002).

“I originally conceptual-
ized this tribute to Twinkie Clark 

many, many years ago while liv-
ing in Detroit and traveling across 
the country as music director for 
The Clark Sisters,” said Sneed. “I 
am elated that everything turned 
out so well and most of all that 
Twinkie Clark was celebrated as 
the American treasure and musical 
genius she is.”

“Friday night was a once-in-
a-lifetime concert event,” says 
Melay Araya, artistic director of 
The Hall, NYC. “Twinkie Clark 
came on stage to a full house and 
a stage of artists who came from 
around the country to honor her. 
Twinkie Clark set The Town Hall 

and Damien Sneed off on a good 
foot as we move forward with our 
Black Voice series.”

Additionally, Sneed’s label, 
LeChateau Earl Records released 
Twinkie Clark’s debut solo instru-
mental project, Maestra. Execu-
tive produced by Sneed, the EP 
features the “Opening Prayer,” 
“Miracle,” “Yes Lord,” “Nothing 
To Lose,” and “A Praying Spirit,” 
and is available on all digital outlets 
everywhere.

Born and raised in Detroit, 
Mich., Elbertina “Twinkie” Clark 
has composed more than 350 
songs. She has been awarded nu-

merous awards including the Stel-
lar Music Award, and is a recipient 
of the James Cleveland Lifetime 
Achievement Award, the GMA 
Dove, and Soul Train Music Award, 
among many others.

Clark was recently honored 
by the Church of God In Christ 
(COGIC) for her significant con-
tributions to the music department 
and credited for helping to give 
the church-wide denomination its 
“COGIC Sound.”

Clark recorded several solo 
music projects including her debut 
studio album, “Praise Belongs to 
God” (1979), followed two years 

later by “Ye Shall Receive Power” 
(1981), “Comin’ Home” (1992), 
and “The Masterpiece” (1996). In 
1996, she made her live debut in 
the collaborative album, “Twinkie 
Clark-Terrell Presents the Florida 
A&M University Gospel Choir.” In 
2002, she released “Twinkie Clark 
& Friends…Live in Charlotte,” 
and in 2014, she released “Home 
Once Again: Live in Detroit,” her 
highest-charting solo album to date. 
Clark also released “With Humil-
ity” (2011), “Live & Un-plugged” 
(2013), and a collaborative album 
“The Generations” (2020), with 
her nephew, Larry Clark.

Throughout her career, Clark 
has produced albums for choirs, 
and traveled abroad as an evan-
gelist, music educator and work-
shop facilitator. Her compositions 
have been recorded and sampled 
by some of Gospel’s greats as well 
as award-winning popular music 
recording artists.

A Howard University alum-
nus, Clark credits her musical gifts 
to God and her mother, the late Dr. 
Mattie Moss Clark as her greatest 
inspiration. In April 2020, Lifetime 
honored The Clark Sisters in a bi-
opic titled “The Clark Sisters: The 
First Ladies of Gospel,” to rave 
reviews. The movie details their 
humble beginnings and struggles 
to find their place, to later becom-
ing the best-selling Gospel group 
in music. The movie featured re-
recordings of some of The Clark 
Sisters’ biggest hits like “You 
Brought The Sunshine,” among 
others.

NYC Town Hall celebrates Gospel legend Twinkie Clark

Composer Twinkie Clark
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13937 Malbec Ave.
Baton Rouge, LA 70816

Ph: 225-292-0305
Cell: 225-405-3427
Fax: 225-292-0307

Email: cjw7@att.net
www.cjwdistributors.com

BUSINESS

     

8520 Scotland Avenue, Suite C
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807

charlesmcmanus@mcmanuslawoffice.brcoxmail.com  •  www.charlesmcmanus.com

CALL ME, ATTORNEY MCMANUS, AND
WE WILL GO AFTER ALL YOU DESERVE!

INJURED IN A CAR WRECK?
INJURED BY AN 18 WHEELER OR TRUCK?  
INJURED IN A MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENT?

225.774.5771

LA-21-436

Affordable

pet INSURANCE

™

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company
For complete details, including costs and limitations, please contact us. 
Product not available in all states.6294

• Go to any vet

• 100% reimbursement 
on vet bills available

• No lifetime limit on benefi ts

1-866-367-4329
 InsureBarkMeow.com/LApress

100% reimbursement 
on vet bills availableGo to any vet

No lifetime limit 
on benefi ts

C O N N E C T S

FREE INTERNET
Qualify today for the Government 

Free Internet Program

CALL TODAY (844) 621-9931

YOU QUALIFY  for 
Free Internet if you 
receive Medicaid, 
SNAP, WIC, 
Housing Assistance, 
Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefi ts, 
Lifeline and Tribal.

Bonus offer: 4G Android Tablet with 
one time co-pay of $20

ACP program details can be found at www.fcc.gov/affordable-connectivity-program-consumer-faq

Speeds up to 
100 Mbps with 
EarthLink Wireless 
Home Internet
Sign up today and 
get a $100 gift card!*
*Terms and conditions apply
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For the second consecutive 
year, AmeriHealth Caritas, a na-
tional leader in Medicaid managed 
care and other health care solu-
tions for those most in need, was 
once again honored by the Eastern 
Minority Supplier Development 
Council (ESMDC) for the organi-
zation’s commitment to working 
with diverse businesses.

EMSDC has named Ameri-
Health Caritas its 2022 National 
Corporation of the Year Award in 
recognition of the health plan’s ef-
forts to create business opportuni-
ties for certified Minority Business 
Enterprises (MBEs) and for con-

sistent commitment to the diverse 
suppliers in its supply chain. The 
managed care organization also 
received this award in 2021.

AmeriHealth Caritas con-
tinues to demonstrate dedication 
to supplier diversity through the 
diversity, equity, and inclusion poli-
cies embedded in its organization, 
innovative thought leadership, and 
execution in engaging MBEs.

AmeriHealth Caritas Recognized Again for 
Longstanding Commitment to Diverse Businesses
Health plan has 
strong vision for 
equity and inclusion 
to support associates, 
members and the 
communities

this much-needed program to assist 
homeowners in our communities. 
We need to ensure that our constitu-
ents have safe and secure homes."

To download an application, 
visit the website, www.brweek-
lypress.com. Applications may 
be emailed to disasterrecovery@
lhc.la.gov.

In October, the National 
Minority Supplier Development 
Council selected AmeriHealth 
Caritas as a member of its Fore-
front 50, a listing of corporations 
that are leading the way in creat-
ing greater economic access and 
equity for systematically excluded 
entrepreneurs of color. 

The Medicaid managed 
care organization implemented a 

mentor-protégé program in 2021 
to help provide small, minority- 
and women-owned businesses with 
tools and training to aid growth.

AmeriHealth Caritas was 
also recognized by the Women's 
Business Enterprise Center – East 
(WBEC-EAST) as its 2022 Part-
ner of the Year for advocacy for 
women-owned business, specifi-
cally for its diverse spend with 
woman-owned businesses.

AmeriHealth Caritas Chief 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 
Officer Karen Dale said economic 
stability is a social determinant that 
directly affects a person’s ability 
to achieve and maintain health and 
wellness, along with education, 
access to healthy food, and other 
factors.

“By investing in supplier di-
versity, we are advancing equitable 
solutions while contributing to the 
economic stability of the commu-
nities we serve,” Dale said. “Our 
commitment to working with small 
and diverse businesses reinforces 
our mission to build healthy com-
munities.” 

Program from page 1

ing the various tactics employed by 
law enforcement agencies and the 
extent of harm inflicted upon civil-
ians as a result. Recently, a woman 
who wished to remain anonymous 
shared her experience of having her 
home on Packer Street raided by 
police approximately a year ago. 
Following the search, her home 
was severely damaged and rendered 
uninhabitable. She was unable to 
afford the necessary repairs herself 
and reported that the police refused 
to cover the costs.

Upon hearing of this case, the 
homeowner approached Council-
man Hurst about the issue. After 
learning of this woman's plight and 
hearing similar stories from around 
the parish, Hurst felt compelled to 
act. He stated, "They tear the win-
dows out of homes, they put bombs 
in homes, they put other things that 
end up destroying the home and 
causes terrible damage...The police 
came in and tore the house apart. 
It was an errant property, and the 
people didn't have enough money 
to fix it. It became blighted and 
it hit the condemnation list, and 
now it's created even more of an 

expense and the police won't pay 
for the repair."

According to Hurst, this wom-
an's experience is not unique, and 
numerous others have encountered 
the same issue. Despite this, he is 
keen to emphasize that this is not an 
attack on law enforcement person-
nel, who he believes are fulfilling 
their duties by removing potential 
threats to the community and safe-
guarding public safety.

Hurst does acknowledge that 
there are cases where homeown-
ers can receive reimbursement 
for damage inflicted upon their 
property during a search warrant. 
However, this does not happen in 
every instance, which is why he is 
seeking to review as much data as 
possible to formulate legislation that 
can aid homeowners, families, the 
city parish, and the police. He is also 
eager to ascertain what studies can 
be conducted and what research can 
be undertaken to generate a solution 
that better serves the needs of East 
Baton Rouge Parish.

BRPD and EBRSO have both 
committed to providing their re-
ports to the council by next month. 
This will allow council members 
to obtain a more detailed under-
standing of the current situation and 
determine the appropriate course of 
action moving forward.

Council from page 1

ing at all. You be afraid to leave 
your house sometimes, you don’t 
know what’s gonna happen it’s...
It’s just...It’s just gotten worse."

However, Darius Lanus with 
the group 100 Black Men thanked 
national partners for their contri-
bution to making Baton Rouge a 
"place where we can grow, where 
we can find expansion and op-
portunity, but most importantly 
where we can be a great city as we 
always have been." Safe, Hopeful, 
and Healthy BR's phase two will 
focus on solutions for neighbor-
hood safety, employment, educa-
tion, and health services.

Crime from page 1
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BATON  ROUGE  BL ACK  H ISTORY  MAKERS
Celebrating the accomplishments of History Makers, both past and present, is an important way to recognize their contributions to society and inspire others to pursue great-
ness. By acknowledging their achievements, we honor the hard work, dedication, and perseverance that have helped shape our world. Celebrating History Makers also allows 
us to reflect on the progress we have made as a society, and to recognize the ongoing struggles that continue to shape our collective future. Whether we look to our community 
leaders, historical figures, or everyday people who have made a difference in the world, celebrating History Makers helps us appreciate the power of human potential and the 
importance of making a positive impact on the world around us.

BATON ROUGE
BLACK HISTORY 

MAKER

Dr. Donald Andrews
Dean of The College of Business
Southern University Baton Rouge, Louisiana

BATON ROUGE
BLACK HISTORY 

MAKER

Regina Ashford Barrow
Louisiana State Senator District 15
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

BATON ROUGE
BLACK HISTORY 

MAKER

Agnes Smith Andrews
Agnes Andrews Allstate Insurance
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

BATON ROUGE
BLACK HISTORY 

MAKER
Bishop Thelma Pearl
Senior Pastor of Disciples Outreach Church
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

BATON ROUGE
BLACK HISTORY 

MAKER

Keila Ellis
Keila's Bar & Lounge
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

BATON ROUGE
BLACK HISTORY 

MAKER
C. Densie Marcelle
State Representative, District 61
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

BATON ROUGE
BLACK HISTORY 

MAKER
The Honorable 
Judge Yvette Alexander
Division D • Baton Rouge, Louisiana

BATON ROUGE
BLACK HISTORY 

MAKER
Pastor Cleve Dunn, Dr. 
Senior Pastor of Spirit of Truth International
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

BATON ROUGE
BLACK HISTORY 

MAKER
Barbara West Carpenter
State Representative, District 63
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

BATON ROUGE
BLACK HISTORY 

MAKER

Tasha Clark-Amar,
Chief Executive Officer, 
East Baton Rouge Council on Aging

BATON ROUGE
BLACK HISTORY 

MAKER

Attorney Tedrick Knightshead,
Criminal Defense Lawyer & Community Supporter 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

BATON ROUGE
BLACK HISTORY 

MAKER

Alfred Bell
Owner & Operater of Bell's Janitorial Service
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

BATON ROUGE
BLACK HISTORY 

MAKER

Minister Jamie Robinson
Commissioner: BR Metro Airport 
Treasuer: EBR Council on Aging

BATON ROUGE
BLACK HISTORY 

MAKER

Bishop Conway L. Knighton
Pastor of St. Mary Baptist Church
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

BATON ROUGE
BLACK HISTORY 

MAKER

The Honorable Judge Gail Horne Ray 
19th Judicial District Court 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana
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@ BREC

BREC does not discriminate on the basis of race, creed, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, religion, veteran status or sexual orientation in its programs and activities.

This Month
[ M A R C H ]

BREC.ORg/thismonth

POLKADOTS: THE COOL KIDS 
MUSICAL Independence Park 
Theatre  March 2   |  7 p.m. 

ARTIST’S STUDIO: COLLAGE  
Baringer Art Center  
March 3   |  9:30 a.m.-noon 

ART UNWINED: WELCOME SPRING! 
Baringer Art Center 
March 3   |  6:30-8:30 p.m. 

COMITE RIVER RUN 
Comite River Park
March 4   |  8 a.m.-1 p.m.

MOVIE IN THE PARK 
EGGSTRAVAGANZA
Anna T. Jordan Community 
Park  March 8   |  noon-3 p.m.

THE EDGE OF NIGHT – WINTER 
Highland Road Park 
Observatory 
March 10   |  5:30-7:30 p.m. 

GLOW IN THE PARK: 
CAPTURE THE FLAG
Antioch Boulevard Park
March 10   |  6-7:30 p.m.

GLOW IN THE PARK: KICKBALL  
Jackson Community Park  
March 10   |  6-7:30 p.m.

MARDI GRAS FUN RUN 5K
Perkins Road Community 
Park  March 11   |  10 a.m.-noon

ROCKIN’ AT THE SWAMP 
Bluebonnet Swamp Nature 
Center  March 11   |  9 a.m.-4 p.m.

ARTSFEST@BARINGER PARK 
Baringer Road Park  
March 11   |  5-8 p.m. 

ART INTENSIVE WORKSHOP: 
SKETCHBOOK 101 
Baringer Art Center 
March 13   |  9:30-11:30 a.m. 

ZOO + ME MORNINGS 
Baton Rouge Zoo
March 14   |  9:30-11:30 a.m.

MEMBER’S NIGHT AT THE ZOO 
Baton Rouge Zoo  
March 17   |  4-6:30 p.m.

SUNSHINE SOCIAL: GREEN-OUT PARTY 
Milton J. Womack Park
March 17   |  6-9 p.m.

CONTINUOUS EGG HUNT 
Jackson Community Park
March 18   |  1-3 p.m.
Forest Community Park
March 25   |  1-3 p.m.

ATHLETICS BASKETBALL OPEN HOUSE  
Sports Academy  
March 19   |  noon-6 p.m. 

CAMP-IN’ Lovett Road Park
March 20   |  7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

SCOTLANDVILLE PARKWAY ARTWALK 
Scotlandville Parkway  
March 25   |  1-5 p.m. 

PLUS NIGHT: ASTEROIDS 
Highland Road Park 
Observatory 
March 25   |  7-10 p.m.

ADULT FUN PICKLEBALL DOUBLES 
TOURNAMENT
Greenwood Community Park 
Tennis Center  
March 25   |  8 a.m.-6 p.m.

SENSORY BUNNY  
Zachary Community Park
March 31   |  6-8 p.m.

 brec.org/summercamp

SUMMER CAMP
REGISTRATION OPENS MARCH 4

BATON ROUGE
BLACK HISTORY 

MAKER

Bishop Raymond W. Johnson
Founder and Pastor of Living Faith Christian Center
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

BATON ROUGE
BLACK HISTORY 

MAKER

Gisele Haralson
Educator. Author • Screenwriter • Activist
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

BATON ROUGE
BLACK HISTORY 

MAKER

The Honorable Judge John Michael Guidry
Louisiana First Circuit Court of Appeal.  
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

BATON ROUGE
BLACK HISTORY 

MAKER

Bishop Ivory J. Payne
Pastor of Greater New Birth Full Gospel Fellowship & 
Founder of The BR Weekly Press Newspaper

BATON ROUGE
BLACK HISTORY 

MAKER

Mayor-President  
Sharon Weston Broome
of the City of Baton Rouge and EBR Parish

BATON ROUGE
BLACK HISTORY 

MAKER

Mikayla Bates
Junior Partner at Gulf Coast Financial Advisors and 
Associates • Baton Rouge, Louisiana

BATON ROUGE
BLACK HISTORY 

MAKER

Laci Sherman
CEO of Elite Circle Solutions Management Consulting 
Firm  • Baton Rouge, Louisiana

BATON ROUGE
BLACK HISTORY 

MAKER

Matthew Valliere
Chief Executive Officer
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

BATON ROUGE
BLACK HISTORY 

MAKER

Dr. Sito Narcisse
Superintendent of Schools of the
East Baton Rouge Parish School System
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@mayorbroome MayorPresidentSharonWestonBroome

Peace    Prosperity    Progress
Celebrating Black History Month 

“Black History Month 
again provides us an 
opportunity to celebrate 
and commemorate the  
strong threads of African 
American contributions 
that make up the rich 
fabric of American history.”
Happy Black History Month!


