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La. Department
of Education
Provides
Resources To
School Systems
To Ensure Strong
Start For Every
Student

New Resources Focus
on Core Academics,
Students with Diverse
Needs, Educator
Workforce and School
Operations in 2020-
2021 and Beyond

BATON ROUGE, La.
--The Louisiana Department
of Education today released
a suite of resources to help
school systems ensure a
strong start to the 2020-2021
school year for every student.
The resources, which range
from diagnostic assessments
and mental health supports
to services for diverse learn-
ers and teacher training, are
now available on a dedicated
"Strong Start 2020" page
(will open in new tab) on
the Department's website.

The resources released
today complement funding
and guidance issued last
week. The Department dis-
tributed nearly $260 mil-
lion (will open in new tab)
in federal relief funding to
address unfinished learning
from the 2019-2020 school
year, set the foundation for
continuous learning in 2020-
2021 and prepare for poten-
tial modified operations in
the future. The Department
also provided a "Strong Start
2020 Planning Guide" (will
open in new tab) to school
systems on how to prioritize
spending to meet those goals.

Iniits guidance, the De-
partment articulated a strong
start to the next school year
must ensure:

Every student's aca-
demic needs are identified
at the beginning of the year
using a high-quality, stan-
dards-aligned diagnostic
tool.

There is a plan for every

See RESOURCES, on page 2
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EBR PARISH SCHOOL SYSTEM

Getting Parents, Students ‘Tech Ready’ for Upcoming School Year

EBRPSS getting parents, students ‘tech ready’ for new school year of virtual learning

BATON ROUGE, La. -
Many students in East Baton
Rouge Parish are just days away
from virtual learning.

During the first week of
August, schools have been dis-
tributing Chromebooks and hot
spots to students.

The East Baton Rouge Par-

ish School System (EBRPSS)
wants to make sure parents and
students are tech ready for the
2020-2021 school year.

“I think for parents you
have to be more hands-on now,”
said Darrel Jackson, a parent.

Jackson is picking up
devices for his children at

McKinley Middle School. He
says he’s happy students have
a safe option for learning, but
he is concerned about how lax
things may be at home.

“You have parents that
work so they’re going to have
to come home and make sure
that their child is doing what

they’re supposed to be doing,
and not lollygagging and not just
all over the place,” Jackson said.

families ready is to prepare a
place in the home that is desig-
nated as a study area,” said Amy
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“A big thing with having

See SCHOOL, on page 2

Gov. Edwards
Releases
Statement on
Court's Decision
to Uphold the
Mask Mandate,
Bar Restrictions

Gov. John Bel Edwards

BATON ROUGE, La - Gov.
John Bel Edwards released the
following statement in response
to Judge Janice Clark’s ruling in
the 19th Judicial District to uphold
the mask mandate, bar restrictions
and limits on gatherings to no more
than 50 that he implemented on
July 11 in response to the impact
of COVID-19 statewide.

“I am pleased that Judge
Clark upheld the critical mitiga-
tion measures I put in place to
slow the spread of COVID-19 in
Louisiana and to protect and save
lives. The evidence is clear that
mask mandates and bar closures
work. Not only have they been
proven effective in other states and
countries, but 24 days into our own
bar closure to on-site consumption
and mask mandate our data is show-
ing early signs of improvements
in terms of decreasing reports of
COVID-like illness, new cases and
hospitalizations. What we are doing
is necessary, and what we are doing
is working. Further, my orders are
fully consistent with the constitu-
tion and statutory authority [ have
as governor to protect our people
during a public health emergency.

“Taking strong mitigation mea-
sures like closing businesses and
mandating masks was not an easy
decision, but it was data driven and
based on the recommendations of
public health experts and the White

See MANDATE, on page 5

NAAGP Sues U.S. Education Secretary Over COVID-19 School Money

BY STACY M. BROWN,
NNPA Newswire Senior
Correspondent
@StacyBrownMedia

The coronavirus pandemic has
focused the nation’s attention on
the essential role public schools
play in families and communities’
lives.

The NAACP said it’s also ex-
posed severe racial inequalities that
continue to plague the country’s
education system and disadvan-
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taged students
of color.
Rather
than address-
ing those prob-
lems, NAACP
President Der-
rick Johnson
declared that - <
U.S. Secretary I U.S. Secretary

of Education WM of Education
Betsy DeVos Betsy DeVos
“exploited the

pandemic to promote her personal
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agenda of funneling taxpayer dol-
lars to private schools and taking
resources away from the schools
and the students who need it most.”

“We simply can’t let this hap-
pen. So, we’re taking her to court,”
Johnson announced.

The NAACP formally filed a
lawsuit in federal court in Wash-
ington, D.C., accusing DeVos of
illegally changing the rules for allo-
cating $13 2 billion in Coronavirus
Aid, Relief, and Economic Security
Act (CARES) money to benefit

NAVIRUS

wealthy private k-12 schools.

“Recently, Secretary DeVos
issued regulations that would force
public school districts to divert fed-
eral emergency relief funds from
public schools and send them to
private schools. By one estimate,
over $1 billion would be lost to
private schools under the rule,”
Johnson declared.

“So, the NAACP filed a law-
suit along with public school fami-
lies and school districts across the
country, challenging this unfair,

READ OUR DIGITAL INTERACTIVE EDITION ONLINE @ BRWEEKLYPRESS.COM
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unequal, and unjust rule. We’ll
fight this as hard as it takes — for
as long as it takes — to protect our
students, schools, and communi-
ties.”

The NAACP’s lawsuit sug-
gests that the CARES Act, which
was signed by President Donald
Trump earlier this year, says explic-
itly that local school departments
are to distribute the fund based on
the number of Title I, or low-wealth

See NAACGP, on page 6
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Southern Prepares to Welcome Students Back to Campus

BATON ROUGE - As many
students pack up to prepare for
moving into dorms, Southern
University has reworked that pro-
cess to make it safer even though
it sacrifices some school traditions.

"The move-in process had to
change," Tracie Abraham, South-
ern's executive director of student
services and residential life said.
"We could not cram everybody in
the lobbies of the facilities because
we would not be in compliance
with the social distancing guide-
lines."

Roughly 1,000 new Jaguars
will be welcomed to campus and
their dorm rooms Tuesday. This
year, COVID-19 has forced school
officials to redesign the entire pro-
cess, typically known to bring large
celebratory crowds to campus.

"It's going to look totally dif-
ferent," Abraham said. "Families
will drive in and remain in their
vehicles. We will give them their
entire move-in packet under the
tent and the students will go di-
rectly to their room."

Four check-in times over the
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course of the day will reduce the
number of people in the buildings
at one time. Students will have
two hours to move in and can
have no more than two people
help, which will give the event
a different emotional resonance.

"Families come, grandpar-
ents come, little brothers, sisters,

everybody comes to help move
in," Abraham said. "However this
year, we can't allow your entire
family to come. Tomorrow that's
probably going to be the biggest
change, that they're going to have
to move all those things by them-
selves, and we won't have all the
help."

Abraham and the rest of
Southern's Residential Life and
Housing team has spent the sum-
mer months crafting this altered
move-in plan, working with other
universities in the state and across
the country. While she has nerves
ahead of the unusual move-in pro-
cess, she also knows the campus
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is ready for what is always a big
day for staff and students.

"We're just trying to make it
a safe environment as possible for
all the students," Abraham said.
"The families can leave. The par-
ents can leave with some peace of
mind that their students are being
left in good hands."

RESOURCES from page 1

student, including extra time and
support for students with the great-
est unfinished learning from the
prior year.

There are clear next steps
for every high school student and
recent graduate, who will enter a
new economy.

The expanded "Strong Start
2020" resources create a roadmap
for school systems to accomplish
this. Among the highlights, the
resources include:

B Screeners and diagnostic
assessments to gauge the learning
levels of students in kindergarten
through high school, and guidance
on how to address unfinished learn-

ing;

B Social and mental health
supports, including mental health
screenings upon return to school,
to promote the well-being of all
students and educators;

B Top-rated instructional
materials that can be easily adapted
during modified school operations,
and professional development for
teachers on how to use them;

B Recommendations on con-
tinuous instruction in non-core sub-
jects, including career and technical
education coursework, regardless
of setting;

B Information on how to
secure discounted technology, like
devices and broadband, to enable

Email: AgnesAndrews@Allstate.com
www.allstateagencies.com/agnesandrews

WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED

I can help you protect more than youd expect. I also have lots of ways
to help you save when you bundle your polices. Get the savings you
deserve. Call or stop by my office for a free quote.

= L )

AGNES SMITH ANDREWS

Insurance Agent/Owner

214 S. Acadian Thruway
Baton Rouge LA 70806

Phone: 225.383.0877
Fax: 225.383.0877
Claims: 225.383.0877

’—‘

. HI:_

Allstate.

You're in good hands.

high-tech distance education;

B Services for high school
graduates to ensure a smooth tran-
sition into college or career; and

B Guidance and resources
to support the unique needs of the
state's most vulnerable students,
including English Learners and
students with disabilities.

"Louisiana school systems
should be commended for having
created strong academic plans. A
strong start to the 2020-2021 aca-
demic year must not only retain but
build on those academic priorities
and ensure they are adapted to meet
new demands, including how to
open and operate facilities that keep
staff, students, and their families
safe," said Acting State Superinten-
dent Beth Scioneaux. "The various
resources released today, and those
to come, aim to successfully steer
that process."

Resources designed for child
care providers and for families are
now in development and will soon
be released. They will be added to
the "Strong Start 2020" webpage.

SCHOOL from page 1

Jones, director of technology
for EBR Schools.

Jones recommends keep-
ing virtual learning areas out
of high traffic areas in the
home and away from where
pets play.

“Put them somewhere
close to WiFi in your home
or if you are on a hotspot,
then make sure you are close
to the outside of your build-
ing so that it gets that clear
signal,” Jones said.

She says parents using
hotspots, which are ways to
connect to the internet, should
not have to worry about con-
nection issues or what their
children are doing online.

“They are filtered through
our networks at school, add-
ing a layer of protection that
our chrome books also have
with the management piece. So
devices are filtered and they’re
safe for all families and they

can rely on that,” said Jones.

“We’re confident that
once those parents and stu-
dents log-in, that they will have
the bandwidth that they need
adequately from the district
level,” said Jones.

Parents can also access an
online help desk and tutorial
videos to help their children
through virtual learning.

“I have to be honest with
you, it’s actually mixed feel-
ings because you just don’t
know what you’re coming into;
you don’t know what it’s going
to look like. But just like I try
to teach my kids, you have to
make the best out of what you
have and what you have to deal
with.”

Parents can visit techready.
ebrschools.org to register for
devices or contact their child’s
school directly.
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Transforming Urban Communities from Within

TIFFANY L. FOXWORTH

For 19th Judicial District Court, Criminal Court, Division M

TIFFANY [FRES

Tiffany Foxworth accepted a duty and obligation to this community, 15 years ago when she CAN DO
took an oath and was sworn in as an attorney. From that day forward, she has represented
and fought vigilantly for the rights of hundreds of minorities charged with felony crimes, in the F O X W o R I A LOT.
19th Judicial District Court. She refused to sit back and wait to be elected judge before going
into a courtroom to fight for Constitutional Protections to be extended to people who looked just A8 ﬂOPUR%':AEéE #g:DGE’
like her. She states, “As a black woman, | am fully cognizant of the fact that racial disparities FO R J U D G E
are prevalent, systemic racism exists and the lack of economic resources disproportionately i BRI
affects black people, especially in the criminal justice system. Over incarceration is a huge
problem but the disproportionate number of felony convictions amongst blacks, is an even il et oG S R L s eSS e
bigger problem. It often results in psychological institutionalism, destroys family dynamics, e Y ABOUT TIFFANY
marginalizes future earnings and economic power, and until recently convicted felons were N ﬁ::igzytlo"gffhzﬂm ) Roberte VD P
prohibited from voting thus having no voice in their representation.” Owner, The Foxworth Law Firm & Assoc., LLG

NAACP Be Active and Visible in
District Court judges are tasked with handling all minor and major felony cases, including s s ey
capital punishment which results in the death penalty. Criminal Court Judges have a significant Junior League of BR
amount of power and discretion to remove children from the care of their parents, order people 23 thrggi E?‘L‘Z’f‘;'ﬁg Alumnus Promote Bail Reform

to give up their DNA, sentence people to life in prison, death by lethal injection. SU Law School Alumnus

Be Firm yet Fair
For years, Louisiana has been ranked #1 in the nation for mass incarceration. She has fought
relentlessly in the courtroom for equal protections under the laws, often with little to no com- TIFFANY

pensation. Her philosophy for life is “to whom much is given much is required”. Upon taking W ATTORNEY
office, she plans to launch the “Get Back On Track Program” designed to provide resources FOXWO RTH

to rehabilitated inmates to assist with entering the workforce after completion of sentence. FOR JUDGE W REGISTERED NURSE

The vicious cycle of discriminatory practices will not cease to exist until real change is made
in the judiciary and beyond. Being socially conscious is more than theory or a hashtag! It re-
quires an awareness that black people regardless of their educational background, pedigree

W 13-YEAR ARMY VETERAN

or careers are constantly reminded of daily as they go out to face the world! S S | Paid for by Tiffany Foxworth for Judge |
N 11817 Bricksontle Ave., Suite D Baton Rouge, LA 70816
TIFFANY FOXWORTH #218, candidate in the run-off election to be held August 15, 2020 to fill . - e v P

the vacant seat for Judge, 19th Judicial District Court, Criminal Court, Division M, voices she is: R el el 00

-
w. |

| o e B ~
m God fearing and directed; UPPORT AVETERAN

B Socially conscious;
®  Civically motivated;

B Acompetent attorney who has extensive misdemeanor and felony bench and jury trial
experience within this jurisdiction;

B Mindful and respectful of others;

B Aregistered nurse whose nearly 20 years tenure enhanced her compassion for man-
kind, *A Veteran who served this country proudly for 13 years in the U.S. Army, as both
an enlisted soldier and commissioned officer preparing her to lead when called upon to
make tough decisions; and

W Above all, a Christian who will apply the principles of God to that of man to fairly administer
justice in accordance with the laws of State of Louisiana.
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“I Have A Vision”

By: Bishop Thelma Pearl
Prophecy Given ‘1994’

While cleaning one day,
I found this prophetic work that
God gave to me. It was written in
the year of 1994. This prophecy is
in full fruition. I wanted to convey
to people that prophecy is present,
past and future. Those of you who
have the true Spirit of God that has
gifted you to discern, check this
prophecy out! I promise no lie!!
This stuff is for real! For more in-
formation, you can call me at (225)
246-2084. 1 will await your call.
“And ye shall know the truth and
truth shall Make you free!” John
8:32

And it shall come to pass in
the last days, saith God, “T will pour
out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and
your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, and your young men shall
see visions, and your old men shall
dream dreams.” Acts 2:17.

In these last and evil days,

when perilous times are here. It
seems as though trials and tribula-
tions are taking us down the escala-
tors of frustrations and disastrous
despairs. Our hopes and dreams
seems to be shattered and turned
wrong side out; our days and nights
are stressful and even unbearable.
We are not killed by night only; but
openly in the day! Our homes are
no longer sheltering us with love
and security. Hatred walks in the
midst of our families as weapons
operating in the midst of a raging
warfare with every intention to kill
the enemy.

We are going deeper and
deeper into an awful recession.
SSI, Medicaid, Medicare, eligibility
benefits for the poor in all respects
are being weaned out.

Can we believe that this is the
land of the free and the home of the
brave? Where can we find peace?
Can there ever be peace on earth?
If so, how long will taxes eat up
our pay check every time we get a

\

=N Look up an live because
God is on your side

Bishop & First Lady
J. L. DeCuir
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Baton Rouge La.70802

Inspirational message:
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raise? How long will people drive
up to the food stamp office in Ca-
dillacs and walk out with $300.00
to $400.00 food stamps, and the
poor barely get enough to survive.
How long will good jobs be
denied to us because of our color
and not because of our ability to
perform? How long will Christian
people support majority groups
hoping to get inside the circle and
denounce minority groups?

(1) Thave a vision that one
day men of power are going to come
to realize that even in high places,
they are limited and that God is all
power.

(2) Ihave a vision that jobs
are going to be given to those who
can meet qualifications without dis-
crimination.

(3) Thave avision that Chris-
tians are going to get up, stand up,
and speak up to sinner men, women,
boys and girls that Jesus Christ is
the way; Salvation is the only plan.

(4) Thave a vision that Mis-
sionaries, Ministers and Evangelists
are going to stand up and endorse
the things that are Christ like.

(5) Thave a vision that Christ

;

E PERISH.
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is going to come back and call this
world to order. He’s going to come
down from Glory with great power
and honor. When He comes, weak
men are going to become strong
men, hungry souls will become full
souls! For Christ is the bread of
life! Judges will not make irrational
decisions that are cold and unjust.
Remember, Christ is the righteous
judge.

Yes, our land and world are
going to brought under the guid-
ance and supervision of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ. Christ
holds our future in the hollow of
His hand, He said, “He whom 1
hold in the hollow of my hand, all
the devils in hell can’t pluck him
out!” Yes, I have a vision, its on
it’s way to be reality. Christ is the
answer! He is the hope of Glory!
Over 1900 years ago, He died that
we might be free. If the Son (Jesus)
has set you free; then you are free
indeed.

THIS VISION IS AREALITY.
Things Are Going to Get Bet-
ter Someday!

The Prayers Of The Strong

By CREFLO DOLLAR

Life is a beautiful gift from
God, but because there’s an
enemy loose in the world, the
potential for it to turn ugly al-
ways exists. When this happens
and trouble shows up, how we
respond to it indicates our spiritual
health. Evil can manifest itself in
multiple ways. We can either let
it intimidate us and shut us down,
or face it head on and use prayer
as a powerful weapon against it.

Evil is the driving force
behind everything that can hurt,
kill, or destroy us. It doesn’t
just happen randomly —there’s
actually someone planning and
orchestrating it all. The enemy’s
intent is to steal every ounce of
joy from our lives. “The thief
cometh not, but for to steal, and
to kill, and to destroy: I am come
that they might have life, and that
they might have it more abun-
dantly”” (John 10:10). Connecting
ourselves to God through prayer
disables the thief.

When we pray, we have a
heart-to-heart conversation with
God. A strong prayer life keeps
us plugged in to Him, and shields
us from the devil’s attacks. “For
we wrestle not against flesh and
blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rul-
ers of the darkness of this world,
against spiritual wickedness in
high places” (Ephesians 6:12).
Satan has operated as a defeated
foe since Jesus stripped all his for-
mer authority from him; however,
he still comes against us. Prayer
strengthens us for the battle.

Our prayers should reflect
the victory we receive by faith
in the finished works of Christ.
We don’t have to beg and plead
for Him to protect us from evil
or deliver us from temptation;
that—along with everything
else we need to succeed —was

done two thousand years ago
when He hung on the cross. We
simply need to acknowledge
what He did, and thank Him for
it. “Be anxious for nothing, but
in everything by prayer and sup-
plication, with thanksgiving, let
your requests be made known to
God” (Philippians 4:6, NKJV).

New-covenant prayer en-
ables us to talk directly to God and
completely unburden ourselves
in His presence. It provides us
with a way to bypass our limited
intellectual understanding, and
lets the Holy Spirit intercede on
our behalf. Praying in tongues is
something religion doesn’t un-
derstand, but greatly benefits us.
“Likewise the Spirit also helps in
our weaknesses. For we do not
know what we should pray for as
we ought, but the Spirit Himself
makes intercession for us with
groanings which cannot be ut-
tered. Now He who searches the
hearts knows what the mind of
the Spirit is, because He makes
intercession for the saints accord-
ing to the will of God” (Romans
8:26,27,NKIV).

Praying in the Holy Spirit
build us up like a strong tower,
and allows us to pray about things
we’re not even aware of in our
conscious minds. This gives us a
tremendous advantage, because
the Spirit guides us and keeps
us safe from evil. “For he that
speaketh in an unknown tongue
speaketh not unto men, but unto
God: for no man understandeth
him; howbeit in the spirit he spea-
keth mysteries” (1 Corinthians
14:2). This kind of prayer requires
complete trust in Him.

For more on how to pray ef-
fectively according to the new
covenant that Jesus established,
click on the link below for the
small companion book, The
Power of Grace-Based Prayers.

Patricia Hatch Ha

"A Woman Called By God With A Vision"

Hope & Healing Outrea

PO BOX 53373 - Baton Rouge, LA 70892
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)

4524 East Brookstone Drive
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www.occbr.org
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manner of some; but exhorting one another: and so much Saturday Sabbath ................. Sat. 11:00 am

BISHOP DESIGNATE DOROTHY DANIEL

the more, as ye see the day approaching. - Hebrews 10:25 SENIOR PASTOR

Bishop Thelma Pearl Senior Pastor
Bishop Michael Pearl, Assistant Pastor

B’ a
HEBREWS 6:1

8894 AIRLINE HWY. BATON ROUGE, LA 70815
www.kingdomlifebr.com

Church directory ads starting at $10 per
week call us for details 225.775.2002

We Don't Count Numbers. We Make Numbers Count

CAMPHOR MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
8742 Scenic Highway — Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807
Telephone: (225) 775-4106 - Fax: (225) 615-8359
Rev. Elenora Mackey Cushenberry, Th.D, Senior Pastor

Rev. Tiffanie C. Postell, Associate Pastor

Good Shepherd Full Gospel B.C.

The People’s Church
2865 Mission Drive ® Baton Rouge, 70805 ¢ Telephone (225)356-5873

New Jerusalem
Faith Fellowship

982 N 46th St, Baton Rouge, La. 70802

Hour of Power ...

. We believe the Bible to be the inspired and only infallible writ-
&lgrii}i]psggg,?; .............................................................. 1 gzg Z,E. Sund 11) School ten Word °fT Eo 0 ‘;’e helievg “J“'h 1hErehis Orée g” ﬂ' es'em“"(‘i
........................................................... : .m. Church Servic existent in Three Persons; God the Father, God the Son an
Youth Sunday & Contemporary Worship........ 2nd Sun. 8:00 a.m. Communion Ser God the Holy Spirit.
Bible Study ...ccoveeeeriririeiienn Wed. 12:00 Noon and 5:00 p.m. Bible Study Wednesdz
Prayer MIniStry .......ocoooeveveeveveevceerneeseseeseseesseenes Tues 6:00 p.m. L
ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH NEW B IRTH
Dr. Donald R. Ruth, Pastor
820 New Rafe Mayer Road FULL GOSPEL MINISTRIES
Baton Rouge, LA 70807 1283 Rosenwald Road

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807

Phone: 225-775-9756
Web Address: saintjohnbc.org

Bishop 1. J. Payne, Pastor

'THE NEW LIFE' Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.
— 2 Corinthians 5:17

NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
5856 Greenwell Springs Road ¢ Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806
Telephone: (225) 926-0246 * Facsimile: (225) 925-8022

SUNDAY SUNDAY Toll Free: 888-700-6174
WORSHIP SCHOOL Websites: www.newhopebr.com
Every Sunday Every Sunday
at 11:30 AM. at9:30 AM. Rev. Leo Cyrus Sr., Pastor
| COMMUNION POWER SUNCaY MOMINGWOISHID ..o 10:45 AM
Every 3rd Sunday Every Friday ’
F at11:30 A M. at 12 NOON LTS SUPPET oo 3rd Sundays
SUNIAYSEIOAN v svssssessisnisirssaionsivsssssisssasitoesssisesssainssss i 9:30 AM

Prayer Service... Wed. @ 6:00 PM
BIDIE SHUGY ..o Wed- @ 7:00 PM

Dr. Donald Ruth, Pastor

Worship Times:
Mission Statement: New Hope Baptist Church is a family of baptized believers
who worship the Lord our God in spiritand in truth, teach the saved to reach the
lost and minister to the needs of others, while encouraging one another through
acts of love and living in obedience to Gods Word

CrossWalk Classes: Sundays 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM
Sunday Worship Experience: 11:00 AM
Uplift Training: Thursdays 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Radio Broadcast 1st and 3rd Sunday WXOK at 8:00am
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MANDATE from page 1

House Coronavirus Task Force,
which has designated Louisiana
as ared zone state. That means for
states like ours with a high inci-
dence of the virus and a high per-
cent positivity rate statewide, bar
restrictions and mask mandates
are strongly recommended by the
White House. We have had the

most cases per capita in the coun-
try, and there is more COVID-19
in our state now than ever, which
is why I will continue to let science
and data drive my decisions when
it comes to the health and safety
of the people of Louisiana. This
is how we will be able to open as
much of our economy as possible
without overwhelming our capac-
ity to deliver life-saving health
care in our hospitals.”

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

A Guide to Local Businesses Serving the Cammunity

To Advertise your Business in the Business Directory,
PLEASE CALL (225) 775-2002 TODAY!

President

CJW Distributors, LLC

Email: cjw7@att.net
www.cjwdistributors.com

2303 West Highmeadow Ct.
Baton Rouge, LA 70816

Ph: 225-292-0305

Cell: 225-405-3427
Fax: 225-292-0307

Toll Free: 800-240-9507

WTAA ENGINEERS

ENGINEERING CONSULTANTS AND CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT SERVICES
“Team Working For Success Through Quality Performance”

Civil Engineers Needed
W.T. Winfield, Manager
2622 North Street, Baton Rouge, LA
222-383-0822 or 1-866-324-WTAA Toll Free

LWS

225-929-9668 Phone
225-929-9669 Fax

LOUISIANA WASTE SYSTEM

21306 Dallas Dr.|Baton Rouge, LA 708{)6
www.louisianawaste .com

CALL 225.775.2002 « THE

GET YOUR
BUSINESS NOTICED

HERE

WEEKLYPRESS

&WFRANK O's

OVER 18 YEARS EXPERIENCE

CONTROLLING PEST OF ALL TYPES: ROACHES ¢ BED BUGS
ANTS « SPIDERS * FLEAS « RODENTS « BEES * TERMITES

OFFICE 225.772.1876

FRANKOPESTCONTROL@COX.NET

Sell it in the
classifieds

One man’s trash
is another man’s
treasure!

The Weekly

Place your ad today! (225)775-2002

Hress

BUSINESS

As SEC Relaxes Rules, Small Busmesses AIIowed to Ralse Money Easier

The temporary change
in requirements will
allow businesses to raise
money more easily

Honeycomb Credit is a small
crowdfunding company in Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania. It typically
handles 10 inquiries a day from
business owners seeking loans
from the community. Since pan-
demic hit, it is averaging 30 to 40
daily.

“We’ve completed about a
dozen live campaigns already and
recently closed our first tranche
of relief loans,” said Chip Homer,
director of growth at Honeycomb
Credit. “Eleven people in Pitts-
burgh are helping thousands of
businesses reach out to the com-
munity to access capital.”

Honeycomb Credit’s busi-
ness model differs from traditional
crowdfunding sites like Kickstarter.
Instead of letting people invest in
return for merchandise, Honey-
comb enables individuals to crowd-
fund loans for local businesses. It’s
running 12 relief loan campaigns
and has deployed $1.5 million in
community capital since launch-
ing in 2017.

Government deregulation
eases the process

The demand Honeycomb and
other crowdfunding platforms are
seeing is the result of the federal
government’s well-intentioned
moves that help and hurt small
businesses. At the onset of the
pandemic, Congress released $350
billion in small business aid but that
ran out in days. Small businesses
were forced to look for alterna-
tives. That’s where crowdfunding
came in.

To help spur lending, the Se-
curities and Exchange Commission
is relaxing some of the crowdfund-
ingrules to make it easier for small
businesses to launch campaigns.
The new rules require companies
to file an independent audit only if
they are raising $250,000 or more.
The limit was $107 000 before the
pandemic. Small businesses can
also launch offerings without all
the documentation traditionally
required.

When announcing the SEC
would temporarily ease report-
ing requirements, chairman Jay
Clayton said he was responding
to feedback from Small Business
Capital Formation Advisory Com-
mittee and others who expressed
difficulty in conducting an offer-
ing quickly enough to survive the
pandemic-induced slowdown. “In
the current environment, many es-
tablished small businesses are fac-
ing challenges accessing urgently
needed capital in a timely and cost-
effective manner,” Clayton said.

While bank loans are an
option, they are hard to come.
Take the Federal Reserve’s Main
Street Loan program, announced
in March and launched in June.
Businesses with less than 15,000
employees and under $5 billion
in revenue in 2019 are eligible to
apply for loans through approved
banks. Banks can sell most of the

loans to the Federal Reserve, miti-
gating their risk from defaults. But
the Brookings Institution said in
a recent research report banks
aren’t showing much interest in
the program. Some point to the
complexity associated with the
loans. As of the start of July, the
Fed said not one bank has issued
a Main Street loan.

In addition to crowdfunding
loans, Honeycomb is selling loy-
alty bonds for its business custom-
ers. They are gift cards worth 1.3
times their value. Customers get
the gift card in four installments
over 24 months. Payouts start six
months after the campaign ends
to avoid overwhelming business
owners. The crowdfunding com-
pany is currently running 37 loyalty
bond campaigns. “They have been
responsive and have streamlined
some of the processes we had to
go through to help during the pan-
demic,” said Homer of Honeycomb
Credit. “It gives them more wiggle
room.”

When the pandemic hit, Justin
Strong, owner of Strong II Dry
Cleaners in Pittsburgh, quickly
took advantage of any aid available
to small businesses. Even though
dry cleaners were classified as
essential businesses, shelter-in-
place orders decreased the need
for service.

Like other business owners,
Strong found it difficult to wait
for funding. Instead of remain-
ing idle, he sought alternatives,
including Honeycomb Credit. “I
wasn’t really excited about putting
my energy into crowdfunding. I
was one foot in and one foot out,”
said Strong. Strong did not need
the crowdfunding as government
loans came through during the ap-
plication process.

Thanks to alittle nudging by
Honeycomb, Strong moved ahead
with the campaign. He could use
the money to purchase high-end
equipment to provide deep cleaning
services to gyms and hotels once
businesses began to reopen. It also
seems prudent to have money in
the bank in case loans are harder
to come by in the post-Covid-19
world.

A little over a week after
Strong launched his campaign, he
raised $25,000 for the 90-year-old
black-owned dry cleaning business.
The campaign yielded $15,000
more than his borrowing goal.
Generally it takes 40 days for a
campaign to fund. “It was surpris-
ing. A lot of people I didn’t know,
random people, started investing,”
said Strong. Strong isn’t a stranger
to borrowing money as a business

owner. In the past he would pay
much more for the access whether
it was through a predatory loan or
an equipment leasing arrangement.
Many business owners are
turning to crowdfunding to raise
capital. Ever since the Jumpstart
Our Business Startups or JOBS Act
made it possible for individuals
to act as investors, crowdfunding
has been taking off. “It’s here to
stay,” said Ken Alozie, a certified
SCORE mentor and principal at
Greenwood Capital Advisors.
“We’ve been seeing more and more
activity in the crowdfunding mar-
ket even prior to the pandemic.”

Crowdfunding donations
Crowdfunding is also a con-
duit to get donations into the hands

of struggling business owners.
That’s what Soy Emprendedor, the
Winston Salem, North Carolina
group that inspires entrepreneur-
ship among Latin and Hispanic
populations, is doing with its
“Restart Winston Salem: One Tile
Campaign.” Launched at the end of
May, Soy Emprendedor, The Cumi
Group and PixGift teamed up to
enable the community to donate to
local businesses. Their fundraising
efforts will help businesses reopen
once restrictions lift. Donations
cover cleaning supplies, restock-
ing, marketing, utility bills, and
payroll for employees during the
first week the business reopens.
The group wants to raise
$20,000 initially, aiming to help
40 businesses. It’s currently at 44
percent of its goal. The crowdfund-
ing campaign melds social media
with fundraising by encouraging
donors to upload a photo and leave
amessage for the local businesses.
“What we’re trying to accom-
plish with the donations is to give
them a boost when they start re-
opening. Some of these businesses
are so small that going through
the process of getting loans and
grants is very difficult,” said Karla
Mounts, founder of Soy Emprend-
edor. “The platform allows us to
community build virtually.”

Hello, my name is Ja-
calyn Dixon (civil, structural,
architectural designer, and
now teacher); my vison is to
design and build an earthship
in Louisiana. This type of sus-
tainable architecture is needed
now more than ever. Stories
of families struggling to keep
a roof over head, and wor-
ries associated with meeting
monthly revolving bills must
be addressed.

My design will follow
Earthship Biotecture eco-
friendly principles which in-
cludes:

1. Thermal/Solar Heating
& Cooling

2. Electricity generated by
Solar, Wind & Water Turbines

3. Contained Sewage
Treatment

4. Building with Natural
& Recycled Materials

5. Harvesting Rainwater

6. Food Production grown
in north facing passive solar
greenhouse

Architect Michael Reyn-
olds has been a major pioneer
of earthship builds for over 40
years. He has helped developed
The Greater World Earthship
Community, located in New
Mexico.

Reynold’s building school
charges approximately $225.00

Louisiana’s Experimental
Research Design and Build

per square foot (psf) and may
take two years to construct
a residential earthship. Last
year I emailed Reynolds web-
site regarding my interest in
building an earthship; their
response was, “we have no
plans to build in Louisiana.”
This response left me feeling
a little disheartened, but after
atwo-year (2018-2019) battle
with cancer, I decided to pio-
neer forward.

Traditionally, earthship
walls are constructed of recy-
cled tires. Tires are then filled
with dirt, afterwards that dirt
is compacted inside the tire
through a ponding technique,
once the tire expands it can then
be stacked in a stagger pattern
creating a desired wall height.
Recycled cans and bottles are
also used as fillers in wall con-
struction.

I would like the earthships
facade to be more modern and
utilize more passive solar. This
is an opportunity to train the
younger generation how to
build more sustainable build-
ings for the future. The current
pandemic crisis should help us
see sustainable design such as
this is needed now. We must
implement change before a
worse crisis challenges or dis-
rupts our current grid system.

Classifieds

.

For legals, please call the

Classified Department at (225) 225.775.2002

Sell your stuff, advertise jobs or a place to rent. You can do it ALL here!

or email brweeklypress@yahoo.com

r SELL YOUR CAR - 1 month for $80 ] I ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS - 1 month for $150 I l ADVERTISE ON 247praiseradio.com |
CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS
JOIN THE NEW BATON ROUGE

EMAIL YOUR NEWS

ARTICLES TO THE WEEKLY PRESS

brweeklypress@yahoo.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

Solicitation #2020-DrugAlcohol-004

Equal Opportunity Employer.

Request for Proposals Drug and Alcohol
Testing Services — Third Party Administrator

The Capital Area Transit System (CATS), a political subdivi-
sion of the State of Louisiana, operating the public transit
system in EBR Parish is accepting Offers for Drug and Testing
Services. Sealed offers are due to CATS Procurement Depart-
ment by September 8, 2020 at 10:00 AM (local time) at 2250
Florida Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70802. A copy of this RFP can
be found on CATS website at: https://www.brcats.com/page/
procurement. Written questions will be accepted through Au-
gust 21, 2020 via email at: catsprocurement@brcats.com. Of-
ferors are reminded to check CATS website often for addenda
and other important dates in reference to this RFP. CATS is an

and surrounding areas.

Professionals.

WMeekly Jress

The Bator Rouge Weekly Press is
Baton Rouge’s oldest and number
one source for African Americans in
Baton Rouge, Baker, Central

The BR Weekly Press is cur-
rently looking for Freelance Writers,
Photographers, Videographers,
Writers, Bloggers and Social Media

For more information or to
submit your resume’ call us at
225-775-2002 or email us at
https://www.brweeklypress

WANTED: FREELANCE WRITERS,
PHOTOGRAPHERS, VIDEOGRAPHERS, WRITERS,
BLOGGERS & SOCIAL MEDIA PROFESSIONALS

Call 225 775 2002
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Child Vaccinations
Decline During
COVID-19 Pandemic

August is National Immuniza-
tion Awareness Month, and with
childhood immunizations on the
decline because of the COVID-19
pandemic, we’re asking for your
help in educating local parents
about the importance of keeping
their children’s vaccinations up-
to-date.

The CDC reports that child
vaccination rates have declined
by half during the COVID-19
pandemic. This decrease may be
the result of stay-at-home orders,
which may have caused parents to
question the safety of health clinics
and the significance of childhood
checkups. In our state, as hospi-
tals and health clinics update their
safety procedures to ensure the
safety of patients in their facili-
ties, there is no need for parents
to be afraid to take their children
for these important wellness visits.

For National Immunization
Awareness Month, please join us in
encouraging parents and caregivers
to schedule wellness visits for their
children so that they don’t fall be-
hind on important immunizations.

Attached is an article you can
use to share safety tips for parents
to follow as they schedule these
well visits, and you are also wel-
come to interview our Chief Medi-
cal Officer, Dr. Stewart Gordon, a
well-known and respected pedia-
trician, to learn more about how
parents can help their children get
their vaccinations while protect-
ing them from COVID-19. (Dr.
Gordon’s headshot and profes-
sional bio are attached for your
consideration.)

If you’d like to schedule an
interview with Dr. Gordon, or if
you have any questions, please
don’t hesitate to reach out. Thanks
so much for helping us to promote
childhood vaccinations so that Lou-
isiana does not fall further behind
in immunization rates.

NAACP from page 1

students, in a particular school.

Congress allowed CARES
funds to go to institutions that
depend on tuition and donations
because lawmakers said they rec-
ognized that some students from
low-income families attend private
schools.

The lawsuit claims the share
going to private schools should
have its basis on the number of Title
I students attending those schools.

DeVos did not follow that rule,
the NAACP contends, spelling out
that hundreds of millions of dol-
lars in CARES Act funds would
immediately divert from public
schools to affluent private schools.

The controversial education
secretary reportedly holds a dif-
ferent interpretation of how local
school districts should distribute
the money.

Her interim final rule allows
sharing the money equally with
private schools based on the num-
ber of students in those schools,
regardless of how many are Title
I students.

“The Rule is as immoral as it
isillegal,” NAACP lawyers argue.

The NAACPfiled the lawsuit
on behalf of a group of parents and
their children, who are enrolled in
economically disadvantaged public
schools. The Pasadena, California,
Unified School District, and Stam-
ford, Connecticut, School District,
joined the NAACP in the lawsuit
asking for an injunction to prevent
DeVos from immediately institut-
ing her change to the rule.

“In this moment of crushing
need for America’s public schools,
the Rule directs public school dis-
tricts to divert desperately needed
CARES Act 1 funds to affluent
students in private schools or face
unlawful limitations on the way
that those funds can be spent —both
in direct contravention of the Act,”
the lawsuit reads. “The Rule harms
American children and subverts the
will of Congress; it cannot stand.”

If allowed to proceed, the
DeVos’ rule would change pub-
lic schools, including some in
which “80, 90 and 99 percent” of
the students are from low-income
families.

“She’s trying to increase al-
location disproportionately for pri-
vate schools over public schools
in the midst of the debate over
whether or not schools should
reopen. It’s horrific what she’s
doing,” Johnson told ABC News.
“What will happen is you further
take money away from children

TOGETHER WE
CAN SUCCEED

#236 ALEXANDER

| am asking for your help and sup-
port by casting your ballot for me
as your counclwoman on Saturdary,

July 11,2020

Dorrs

ALEXANDE

CITY OLBAI(ER COUNCILWOMAN

Jur customers come first.

Now, more than ever.
-xpanded payment options for COVID-19 relief.

At Entergy Louisiana, we understand the immense impact the COVID-19 pandemic has had on our customers
and communities. And we know that electricity is more important now than ever. So for those struggling to make
ends meet, we've developed expanded payment options to provide some relief during these uncertain times.

Our Enhanced Customer Assistance Plan waives late fees and provides flexible options to extend time to pay.
Any customer who is experiencing financial hardship is eligible to take up to 12 months to pay their current
bill and/or unpaid balances.

For added convenience, new self-service options are available to select the extended payment arrangement
that works for you. Visit entergylouisiana.com/mypaymentoptions, or select Deferred Payment on the Entergy

Mobile App, or call 1-800-ENTERGY and follow our automated response system billing and payment menu.

entergylouisiana.com/mypaymentoptions

a
= Entergy

A message from Entergy Louisiana, LLC ©2020 Entergy Services, LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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