
DALLAS, Texas — The U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 6 and the Department of 
Energy are announcing the win-
ners of the 2022 ENERGY STAR 
Awards. The East Baton Rouge Par-
ish School System is the winner of 
the Energy Star Awards. This district 
has saved more than $1 million in 
2021 and continues to develop and 
implement energy-saving measures.

“We know it’s going to take 
all of us working together to tackle 
the climate crisis, and the 2022 
ENERGY STAR award-winning 
partners are demonstrating what it 
takes to build a more sustainable 
future,” said EPA Administrator Mi-
chael S. Regan. “These companies 
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LOUISIANA HOUSE GUTS ABORTION BILL THAT COULD HAVE SENT PREGNANT PATIENTS TO PRISON..PG 2

BY: WESLEY MULLER
Louisiana Illuminator

Lawmakers investigating 
the death of Ronald Greene in 
Louisiana State Police custody 
advanced a resolution Wednesday 
to hold the agency’s former leader 
in contempt of the Legislature 
for failing to provide personal 

records in connection with the 
case.

A special House commit-
tee investigating how Greene’s 
death was handled has ordered 
retired Col. Kevin Reeves to pay a 
$5,000 fine for his alleged failure 
to comply with their subpoena. 

The resolution, introduced 
by House Speaker Pro Tempore 

Tanner Magee, advanced unop-
posed and will next head to the 
House and Governmental Affairs 
Committee, where Reeves will 
have the chance to argue against 
the contempt finding. If the Gov-
ernmental Affairs Committee 
agrees with the contempt finding, 
the resolution will advance to the 
House floor for consideration, 

Magee said. 
Magee said Reeves’ attor-

ney, Lewis Unglesby, has stalled 
in responding to the committee’s 
subpoena for Reeves’ private 
journal entries that detail the 
former superintendent’s vari-
ous thoughts and actions since 

Lawmakers seek contempt charge for former 
State Police leader in Ronald Greene case
Action includes $5,000 fine, possibility of criminal referral

Reps. Tanner Magee, R-Houma, and C. Denise Marcelle, D-Baton Rouge, speak to one another during an April 7, 2022, meeting of the special House 
committee investigating the death of Ronald Greene in Louisiana State Police custody. (Greg LaRose | Louisiana Illuminator)

BATON ROUGE, La  – The 
White House highlighted the City 
of Baton Rouge and other com-
munities today for efforts to fight 
crime and violence using fund-
ing through the American Rescue 
Plan Act.

Assistant Chief Administra-
tive Officer Courtney Scott, who 
coordinates community-based 
public safety efforts on behalf of 
Mayor-President Sharon Weston 
Broome, along with Baton Rouge 
Police Chief Murphy Paul, partici-
pated in the roundtable discussion 
today at the White House.

Chief Paul, who is part of 
the White House’s Community 
Violence Intervention Collabora-
tive, discussed the public safety 
investments at BRPD, includ-
ing updated police vehicles, gun 
violence reduction strategies and 
increased community policing, 
and technology investments such 
as automated license-plate readers 
and crime cameras.

Courtney Scott discussed 
Mayor Broome’s community-

based programming and social 
services that support education, 
employment, behavioral health, 
youth initiatives, housing, vio-
lence-interruption strategies and 
community revitalization.

The discussion also high-
lighted Mayor Broome’s efforts 
to bring together local, state, and 
federal law enforcement partners, 
and business and community part-
ners to focus on strategic collabo-
ration and resource sharing for 
community-based approaches to 
address individual and gang/group 
violence, and locations where vio-
lence is occurring.

White House highlights Baton Rouge for crime, 
violence initiatives using American Rescue Plan Act

Baton Rouge Police Chief Murphy 
Paul and Assistant Chief Admin-

istrative Officer Courtney Scott 
discussed Mayor Broome’s com-
munity-based programming and 

social services that support edu-
cation, employment, behavioral 

health, youth initiatives, housing, 
violence-interruption strategies 

and community revitalization.

See GREENE, on page 2

B AT O N 
ROUGE, La – 
– Mayor-Pres-
ident Sharon 
Weston Broome 
a n n o u n c e d 
today that Mar-
lee Pittman will 
serve as the 
first Director 
of Community 
Revitalization 
for East Baton 
Rouge Parish.

Pittman will head several inter-
agency initiatives intended to create 
equitable, vibrant, affordable, and 
sustainable neighborhoods in Baton 
Rouge. Mayor Broome continues 
to be committed to quality of place 
and firmly believes in leading with 
the power of residents. With the Ms. 
Pittman joining the team, residents, 
partners, and agency leaders will 
have a point person dedicated to 
continuing the role of the Broome 
administration as the convener and 
leader of strategy for housing and 
neighborhood efforts.

“Throughout her career in 
public service, Pittman has led nu-
merous notable community devel-
opment initiatives, including Safe 
Hopeful Neighborhoods, the Mid 
City Committee, the Hickey Town 
Stabilization Initiative, and disas-
ter recovery efforts for the 2016 
floods,” said Mayor Broome. “She's 
worked for several years alongside 
my administration to redesign how 
the City of Baton Rouge engages 
community members and empowers 
residents to be leaders in their own 
neighborhoods. She’s an experi-
enced program manager with years 
of community meeting, project, and 
event planning experience and a 
background in affordable housing 
and public policy.”

Pittman graduated from LSU 
as a nationally recognized Truman 
Scholar, Congressman Findley Fel-
low, and Scoville Peace Fellow. 
She earned a Certificate in Urban 
Planning + Design from Harvard 
University, and was recently ac-
cepted into MIT's Master of City 
Planning program. A board member 
for three nonprofits, she was recog-
nized by the Metro Council for her 
work in public transportation and 
was named a Baton Rouge Change-
MAKER by the Baton Rouge Al-
liance for Students.

Mayor Broome 
Selects First 
Director of 
Community 
Revitalization

 Marlee 
Pittman

B A T O N 
ROUGE, La.— 
Louisiana Gov. 
John Bel Ed-
wards, a Demo-
crat with a history 
of opposing abor-
tion rights, came 
out Wednesday 
emphat ica l ly 
against legisla-
tion that could 
subject women 
to prosecution 
and prison for getting abortions.

Edwards told a Baton Rouge 
civic club he would veto a measure 
by Rep. Danny McCormick, an Oil 
City Republican, according to news 
outlets.

Later, he issued a statement call-
ing the bill “anti-woman.” He called 
it “patently unconstitutional” and said 
it would criminalize some types of 
contraception and parts of the in vitro 
fertilization process.

McCormick’s bill, set for debate 
in the state House on Thursday, was 
introduced in March. But it got its 
first legislative hearing last week, 
less than two days after the leak of 
a draft U.S. Supreme Court opinion 
indicating the high court is prepar-
ing to overturn decisions upholding a 
constitutional right to abortion.

Louisiana 
gov. slams bill 
that could jail 
women for 
abortion

Gov. John 
Bel Edwards

See SCHOOL., on page 2

EPA Announces 
East Baton Rouge 
Parish School 
System Wins 
Energy Star Award
210 organizations 
leading the way 
in support of 
America’s clean 
energy transition
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are showing once again that taking 
action in support of a clean energy 
economy can be good not only for 
the environment, but also for busi-
ness and customers.”

East Baton Rouge Parish 
Public School System is a public 
school district headquartered in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, United 
States. The district serves most of 
East Baton Rouge Parish; it contains 
54 elementary schools, 16 middle 
schools, and 18 high schools. Since 
developing the energy manage-
ment program in 1999, EBRPSS 
has made several key accomplish-
ments such as achieving ENERGY 
STAR certification at two schools 
in 2020, was declared the winner 
of the EPA’s Battle of the Buildings 
program and reduced total energy 
consumption by 33 percent.

For 30 years, ENERGY STAR 
has been America’s resource for 
saving energy and protecting the 
environment. In 2020, energy sav-
ings from ENERGY STAR and its 
partners helped reduce U.S. electric-
ity consumption by the equivalent 
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BY: JULIE O'DONOGHUE
Louisiana Illuminator

The Louisiana House gutted a 
controversial abortion bill Thursday, 
removing language from it that could 
have sent people who undergo the 
procedure to prison, outlawed certain 
forms of birth control, and criminal-
ized parts of the in vitro fertilization 
process.

The rewrite has stalled the leg-
islation, because the bill’s sponsor, 
Rep. Danny McCormick, R-Oil City, 
is refusing to move it forward without 
those unpopular provisions. 

 “Abortion is murder and as 
lawmakers we have a responsibil-
ity to end it,” McCormick said, as 
he tried to fight off the changes to 
his proposal. 

Anti-abortion House members 
overwhelmingly voted to replace 
McCormick’s measure with lan-
guage from another anti-abortion bill 
sponsored by Sen. Katrina Jackson, 
D-Monroe, that’s already passed the 
Senate. 

The bill, as amended, includes 
prison time and fines penalties for 
abortion providers, should the U.S. 
Supreme Court allow Louisiana to 
enact an abortion ban. Unlike its origi-
nal version though, it explicitly ex-
empts pregnant females who undergo 
abortions from criminal charges. It 
also includes language meant to ex-
empt birth control and fertility treat-
ments from being outlawed. 

Under the amended bill, abortion 
providers could face between one and 
10 years in prison and a fine between 
$10,000 and $100,000 for performing 
an abortion on a person who is less 
than 15 weeks pregnant. Penalties 
could increase up to 15 years in prison 
and a fine of $20,000 to $200,000 
should an abortion be performed on 
someone who is 15 weeks pregnant 
or more.

McCormick’s original bill con-
sumed lawmakers’ energy for the 
better part of a week and made leg-
islators across the political spectrum 
uncomfortable. Still, Republicans 
were unwilling to vote the proposal 
down outright, even after the state’s 

leading anti-abortion groups came out 
against the measure earlier this week.

Conservative lawmakers feared 
that voting to kill any bill that prohib-
its abortion – even one that people 
widely believe is unconstitutional 
and unpopular – will still make it 
harder for them to be reelected in 
2023. Instead, there was consensus 
among GOP lawmakers to heavily 
rewrite the legislation so it could be 
approved in the House.

The vote over McCormick’s bill 
drew dozens of anti-abortion protest-
ers to the Louisiana Capitol. Several 
sat in the House chamber balcony, 
shouting support for McCormick and 
accusing other Republican lawmak-
ers of “lying” throughout the debate 
over the legislation.

The Capitol was also briefly 
evacuated, when the building’s se-
curity was alerted to a suspicious, and 
ultimately nonthreatening, package 
near the Senate chamber. 

Emotions surrounding McCor-
mick’s bill were unusually high, given 
the revelation last week that the U.S. 
Supreme Court is likely to allow state 
abortion bans to go into place later this 

Louisiana House guts abortion bill that could 
have sent pregnant patients to prison

 In vitro fertilization is among the procedures that would have become a punish-
able crime, according to opponents of the original version of House Bill 813. Its 
author, Rep. Danny McCormick, wants to treat abortion the same as the crime 
of murder. (Canva image)

year. If the court throws out its land-
mark Roe v. Wade ruling, Louisiana 
will have an almost all-encompassing 
abortion ban immediately, under a 
2006 law.

While the majority of legislators 
support a state abortion ban, several 
anti-abortion lawmakers have repeat-
edly  said they don’t think pregnant 
women should be targeted, even if 
the procedure becomes mostly illegal. 

House Bill 813, in its original 
form, attempted to immediately 
classify all abortion as a homicide. 
It would have criminalized the be-
havior of both abortion providers 
and abortion-seeking patients and 
declared both federal laws and court 
rulings “void.”

It also called for the removal 
of state judges who enforced federal 
laws, a provision lawmakers told Mc-
Cormick would cause the bill to be 
thrown out by courts immediately. 

“This bill will not prevent a 
single abortion from occurring, not 
a one,” said Rep. Alan Seabaugh, R-
Shreveport, one of the House’s most 
conservative members.

In spite of the concerns raised 
about McCormick’s legislation Thurs-
day, the Louisiana House Committee 
on the Administration of Criminal 
Justice voted 7-2 last week to move it 
forward to the House floor. Seabaugh 
was one of the seven Republicans 
who voted in favor of it, though said 
Thursday he regretted that decision. 

In spite of lawmakers’ objections 
to McCormick’s bill, the House has 
also blocked legislation that would 
explicitly prevent people from being 
prosecuted for trying to terminate a 
pregnancy.

The House criminal justice com-
mittee voted 6-4 last month to kill 
House Bill 1027, which would have 
prohibited the prosecution of people 
who tried to end their own pregnancy 
under an abortion ban. 

“In the event that Roe v. Wade is 
overturned, we will have women that 
will want to terminate a pregnancy 
and try to do it on their own,” said 
Rep. Mandie Landry, D-New Orleans, 
the sponsor of that bill. “We don’t 
want a woman to stay home and bleed 
out. We want her to go to the doctor.”

McCormick was one of the 
six Republicans who voted against 
Landry’s legislation when it came 
up for the committee vote.

“I don’t really understand the 
bill,” he told Landry. “My confusion 
is that this may used to legitimize 
abortion in the future.”

Greene’s death on May 10, 2019, 
in Union Parish. Police body 
camera video shows that state 
troopers beat, kicked, choked, 
dragged and used stun guns on 
him following a vehicle pursuit. 
Troopers claimed Greene suc-
cumbed from injuries when his 
car ran into a tree, a finding that 
would later be debunked.  

Magee, who’s also a lawyer, 
said Unglesby has produced some 
pages from Reeves’ journals but 
has refused to disclose others that 
the two attorneys reviewed to-
gether and found to be relevant 
to the committee’s work. 

“As we stand today, we have 
yet to receive the documents that 
we requested, we subpoenaed,” 
Magee said. “We received a par-
tial amount as decided by Mr. 
Unglesby.”

According to the journal 
pages Unglesby has so far dis-
closed, Reeves appeared to know 
early on in the case that the troop-
ers’ actions were a “problem” that 
he “must address immediately,” 
though Reeves never followed 
through.

For more than a year, 
Greene’s death remained 
shrouded in secrecy while State 
Police took no action against the 
troopers seen on video beating 
Greene until details of the case 
were leaked to the Associated 
Press.

If the House of Represen-
tatives sustains the contempt 
resolution and the civil fine of 
$5,000, the committee members 
will consider filing a referral for 
criminal prosecution with the dis-
trict attorney’s office, Magee said.

Unglesby did not respond to 
a request for comment Wednes-
day.

Reeves and other LSP ad-
ministrators in charge at the time 
of Greene’s death have since testi-
fied before the committee. Magee 
and other lawmakers on the panel 
have accused nearly all of them 
of withholding information. 

In an interview after 
Wednesday’s committee hear-
ing, Rep. Mandie Landry said 
the LSP administrators claim to 
not remember anything whenever 
the committee asks a question.  

“They don’t recall, there 
were no policies or they didn’t 
know them, someone else de-
cided, they retired, etcetera,” 
Landry said.

Trooper in charge of disci-
pline ‘unaware’ of details

That trend continued 
Wednesday when the commit-

tee heard testimony from more 
LSP officials. Maj. Jay Oliphant, 
who was in charge of making 
disciplinary recommendations 
for troopers in the case, told law-
makers he could not recall what 
recommendations he made.

Oliphant also continued to 
push the narrative that Greene 
died from injuries suffered in a 
car wreck. That claim was con-
tradicted in initial pathology find-
ings and eventually discredited 
by the FBI, which reviewed the 
autopsy and eliminated the crash 
and a diagnosis of “agitated de-
lirium” as causes of death.   

The committee has yet to 
find out who reported Greene’s 
supposed “agitated delirium” 
symptoms to the medical ex-
aminer in the case, a move that 
allowed State Police to deem 
Greene’s death an accident for 
more than two years. 

Oliphant said he did not 
know the FBI had conducted a re-
view of the autopsy and changed 
some of the causes of death.

Rep. Debbie Villio, a former 
state prosecutor, pointed out that 
troopers failed to take photos of 
Greene’s vehicle, recover the ve-
hicle’s data recorder or conduct 
an accident reconstruction. “All 
of the things I think you would 
agree are done in a fatal crash, but 
none of that was done,” she said. 

“Did that ever strike you 
as inconsistent?” Villio asked 
Oliphant.

“I was unaware that that 
wasn’t done,” the major replied.

When Villio asked Oliph-
ant if he was on the disciplinary 
review committee for the Greene 
death investigation, Oliphant 
said, “I’m pretty sure I was; I 
normally am.”

“You’re pretty sure you 
were?” Villio responded. “I 
mean this wasn’t an everyday 
event, was it? Don’t you think 
you would remember?”

Oliphant said he could not 
specifically remember. 

Despite the difficulty law-
makers have faced in getting 
direct answers from LSP brass, 
Magee told the Illuminator the 
committee has exposed some 
important things about the case.

“It’s been clear that the 
troopers used excessive force, 
and the top of state police failed 
to act to properly investigate,” 
he said. “Early on, Col. Reeves 
acknowledged the problem and 
possible measures to address but 
didn’t.”

Greene from page 1

BY TOM ASWELL
Courtesy of Louisiana Voice

The investigation into the 
practices of a physician at the 
Veterans Affairs Medical Center 
VAMC) in Pineville appears to 
have ended with findings of no 
criminal wrongdoing on the part 
of Dr. Shivani Negi.

That’s not to say that Dr. 
Negi escaped unscathed with 
then-5th District U.S. Rep. Dr. 
Ralph Abraham declaring, “The 
VA system is broken.” Abraham 
also wrote that the Alexandria 
facility hired her “knowing that 
she had inadequate credentials 
for practicing medicine.”

A former investigator for the 
Louisiana Attorney General’s Of-
fice even said, “We were headed 

toward an indictment” (of Negi) 
until Jeff Landry defeated his 
boss, incumbent Buddy Caldwell, 
in the 2015 election and closed the 
investigation. Investigator Arthur 
Orga left the AG’s office shortly 
after Landry took over.

Complaints against Negi 
included allegations that she 
withheld treatment for patients, 
administered steroids to a diabetic 
patient even though he informed 
her he could not take steroids, 
that she altered medical records in 
another state to cover her failure to 
order a blood culture on a patient, 
that she screamed at staff, threw 
charts at fellow workers and was 
often referred to anger manage-
ment classes. The most damning, 

Strong criticism of Pineville VA Hospital 
physician Dr. Shivani Negi, but system 
prevails over individual rights

School from page 1

See PINEVILLE VA, on page 3

RVP David and Kesha Hamilton with Primerica Financial Services
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We had the pleasure of 
interviewing Desiree Collins, 
the Family and Community En-
gagement Coordinator of EBR 
Early Childhood Development 
Network and Baker resident, to 
discuss how EBR Early Child-
hood Community Network 
has implemented Instructional 
Learning supports, which have 
resulted in remarkable improve-
ments at Baker Heights in the 
Pre-K classes earning them scores 
that are ranked High Proficient in 
LDOE Performance Profile 2020-
2021 and Spring 2022 scores as 
high as a 6.50 with Third-party 
observers. Baker Heights delivers 
best practices in early child devel-
opment and learning, measured 
by this international CLASS™ 
assessment tool.

Annually, schools are as-
sessed through C.L.A.S.S™, the 
Classroom Assessment Scoring 
System, an international tool that 
measures high-quality interac-
tions and experiences in early 
child development. Mrs. Collins 
explained how the scoring system 
was developed to assess class-
room quality in preschool through 
3rd grade. A score ranging from 

1 (minimally characteristic) to 7 
(highly characteristic) is given for 
each dimension. The CLASS™ 
tool is an observation tool that 
focuses on the effectiveness of 
classroom interactions among 
teachers and children, assessing 
daily interactions that promote 
children’s social and cognitive 
development. The CLASS™ 
observation tools have been 
developed for Infant, Toddler, 
Pre--3rd grade. The program fo-
cuses on interactions that support 
learning at every age or grade 
level, utilizing developmentally 
appropriate interactions organized 
into domains and dimensions. 

The highly admirable results 
of the educational staff of Baker 
Heights, where 3 of 4 teachers 
scored a minimum of 6.0 (Leigh 
Glaser and Shantell Eisley and 
Tina Walker and Precious Vin-
cent, Marissa Garner-Jones and 
Carolyn Lewis) with 6.0 -7 range 
being an excellent score. Edna 
Harvey and McArthur Bell, co-
teachers of SPED, scored a 5.97; 
this score is highly proficient. 

Baker Heights Elementary 
School Pre-K Scores Among 
the Highest Internationally Funeral services for the Rev. 

Lionel Johnson Sr., first chairman 
of the Southern University System 
Board, who died on Thursday, April 
28. Johnson laid in state on Friday, 
May 13, at 4-7 p.m. at St. Joseph 
Baptist Church in St. Gabriel, Loui-
siana. On Saturday, May 14, services 
were held at First Mt. Carmel Baptist 
Church in St. Gabriel, viewing 8-10 
a.m. and the funeral beginning at 
10 a.m. Burial was at the Heavenly 
Gates Mausoleum in Baton Rouge.

Johnson, who was a South-
ern University and A&M College 
alumnus, was appointed to the newly 
formed system of Southern’s insti-
tutions in 1974 by then-Louisiana 
Gov. Edwin Edwards. Johnson was 
subsequently elected as chairman, a 
position he held for 10 years. At the 
time, the system included Southern 
University and A&M College and 
Southern University Law Center in 
Baton Rouge, Southern University 
at New Orleans, and Southern Uni-
versity Shreveport. The Southern 
University Agricultural Research and 
Extension Center was established as 
a fifth system institution in 2001.

“The Southern University Sys-
tem family extends our condolences 
and prayers to Rev. Johnson’s family, 
former colleagues and others who 
knew him well,” said Ray L. Belton, 
president of the Southern University 
System and chancellor of Southern 
University and A&M College. “Rev. 
Johnson’s service to our institutions 

was part of a great trajectory, form-
ing Southern into the first system 
of Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities in the nation. He was 
the epitome of a servant-leader not 
only for Southern but also for his 
community. While his physical pres-
ence will be missed by many, his 
contributions will live on through 
countless more for years to come.”

Among Johnson’s other ap-
pointments: 

• Appointment by Gov. Edwards 
as a member of the Board of El-
ementary and Secondary Education.

• Appointments by Gov. Dave 
Treen and Gov. Edwin Edwards, re-
spectively, to the Governor’s Special 
Commission on Educational Services 
(now Office of Student Financial 

First Southern University System Board chairman, 
community leader Lionel Johnson Sr. dies

Rev. Lionel Johnson Sr.

however, was the question raided 
over her qualifications in light of 
her failure to reveal to the State of 
Virginia the fact that her application 
for a license to practice had been 
rejected by the State of Florida.

In her application to the Vir-
ginia Board of Medicine, there was 
a section in which she was required 
to provide details about any prior 
denial of a medical license. She 
left that section on her applica-
tion blank even though Florida 
had rejected her application on the 
grounds that she had concealed the 
fact that she had altered an admis-
sion order sheet after the fact to 
hide the fact that she had neglected 
to order a blood culture on a pa-
tient while employed at Maryland 
General Hospital.

A committee that investigated 
the incident reported that her ac-
tions and her subsequent “implau-
sible response” reflected “not only 
bad judgment but also unethical 
behavior.”

She was never licensed in 
Louisiana, but her Virginia license 
was considered adequate for her 
employment in the VA system

Dr. John Sam, who worked 
with Dr. Negi for more than a de-
cade at the VA facility in Pineville 
said that every year he worked with 
her, someone would report her be-
havior to the VA Office of Inspector 
General and she would end up in 
anger management. “Dr. Negi was 
rude and spoke in a harsh tone of 
voice to almost all the staff while 
I was a patient there,” wrote one 
former patient in a sworn affidavit.

Another former patient, Den-
nis Egelston said, “The first time 
I saw Dr. Negi, she took me off 

the antibiotics and started me on 
steroids. I told her I was diabetic 
and couldn’t be put on steroids. 
This did not stop her even though 
I pleaded with her not to. She told 
me, ‘I am the doctor and you are the 
patient, and I will do what I want 
to.’ My blood sugar shot up from 
180 to almost 500. This woman has 
no regard for human life.”

Floyd Hamilton has been a 
particular thorn in Negi’s side after 
she put in orders to remove his 
84-year-old father from a breathing 
machine and took him off antibiot-
ics against the wishes of the family.

Floyd Hamilton has been 
fighting a lonely battle against 
Negi and the VA 13 years, taking 
his case all the way to the U.S. 
Supreme Court which refused to 
hear his case.

He then went to law enforce-
ment but with similar results.

While it appeared briefly that 
there might be a criminal indict-
ment, those hopes were dashed with 
the election of Jeff Landry in 2015.

He fared no better with the 
office of 14th JDC District Attor-
ney John DeRosier and his special 
investigator Hugo Holland.

Holland, in a three-page letter 
to the junior Hamilton, noted that 
the doctor’s actions did not rise to 
the level of homicide or, for that 
matter, even medical malpractice.

Holland, who hires himself 
out to a dozen or more district at-
torneys across the state, special-
izes in more high-profile, primarily 
capital, cases involving defendants 
with few financial resources to 
mount a formidable defense and 
showed little interest in pursuing 
a case against a doctor and a fed-
eral agency with the resources to 
fight back.

Pineville VA from page 2

Assistance) as member and chair.
• Appointed by Gov. Edwin 

Edwards as an inaugural alderman 
for the Town of St. Gabriel and 
subsequently elected by the people.

• Appointment by the Iberville 
Parish Police Jury as a member and 
vice-chair of the Iberville Parish 
Charter Commission.

• Appointment by Iberville Par-
ish School Board as a member and 
chair of the Zero Tolerance Com-
mission.

• Johnson, who served 28 years 
as chief administrative deputy of the 
Iberville Parish Sheriff’s Office, 
founded and became president of 
the Iberville Coalition of Black Peace 
Officers. He was also a founding 
member and president of the East 
Iberville Community Complex In-
corporated, which is now the site 
of the current St. Gabriel City Hall. 
He was a member and first Black 
president of the Capital Economic 

Development District Council, which 
included the parishes of Ascension, 
East Baton Rouge, East Feliciana, 
Iberville, Livingston, Point Coupee, 
St. Helena, St. Tammany, Tangipa-
hoa, Washington, West Baton Rouge 
and West Feliciana.

 Johnson, who was also an Eng-
lish teacher for eight years in East 
Feliciana Parish, was a pastor for 
more than 36 years at three churches 
— Third Mt. Carmel Baptist Church 
in Sunshine, Louisiana; St. Joseph 
Baptist Church in St. Gabriel, Loui-
siana; and Greater Ebenezer Baptist 
Church in Plaquemine, Louisiana.

In addition to his bachelor’s 
degree in English from Southern, 
Johnson received a master’s degree 
in curriculum development from the 
State University of New York at Al-
bany. He was also an alumnus of the 
Law Enforcement Basic Training 
Academy at Louisiana State Uni-
versity.

As part of the Bipartisan Infra-
structure Law, the Affordable Con-
nectivity Program (ACP) provides 
eligible households $30 per month 
off their internet bills.

In addition, 20 leading internet 
providers will offer ACP-eligible 
households a high-speed internet 
plan for no more than $30 per month.

Eligible families who pair their 
ACP benefits with one of these plans 
can receive high-speed internet at 
no cost.

You can find more information 
at GetInternet.gov and you can find 
internet providers offering plans for 
$30 per month at Companies Near Me 
where there are currently 80 provid-
ers listed as offering service in the 
70714 zip code!

The Affordable Internet 
Connectivity Program is Available!
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NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
5856 Greenwell Springs Road • Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806

Telephone: (225) 926-0246 • Facsimile: (225) 925-8022
Toll Free: 888-700-6174

Websites: www.newhopebr.com

Rev. Leo Cyrus Sr., Pastor

Dr. Donald Ruth, Pastor        

Hour of Power  .............................................12 Noon Each Wednesday
Sunday School ........................................................................... 8:00am
Church Service  .......................................................................... 9:00am
Communion Service  ............................................. 2nd Sunday 9:00am
Bible Study Wednesday  ............................................................7:00pm
Sister/Brotherhood Meeting .....................................................  6:00pm

NEW BIRTH
FULL GOSPEL MINISTRIES

'THE NEW LIFE' Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

— 2 Corinthians 5:17

Radio Broadcast 1st and 3rd Sunday WXOK at 8:00am

Bishop I. J. Payne, Pastor

1283 Rosenwald Road
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807

SUNDAY 
SCHOOL

HOUR OF
POWER

Every Sunday 
at 9:30 A.M.

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

HOLY
COMMUNION

Every Sunday 
at 11:30 A.M.

Every 3rd Sunday 
at 11:30 A.M.

Every Friday 
at 12 NOON

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the 
manner of some; but exhorting one another: and so much 
the more, as ye see the day approaching. - Hebrews 10:25

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Church directory ads starting at $10 per week 
call us for details 225.775.2002

DISCIPLES OUTREACH 

2032 Gore Rd, • Baton Rouge, LA 70807 
Sunday Service .............................. 9:00 am
Sunday School ............................... 8:00 am
Bible Studay .........................Mon.7:00 pm
Saturday Sabbath  .................Sat. 11:00 am

We Don't Count Numbers. We Make Numbers Count

M I N I S T R Y

Bishop Thelma Pearl Senior Pastor
Bishop Michael Pearl, Assistant Pastor

THE BRWEEKLY PRESS CHURCH 
DIRECTORY ADVERTISE YOUR

For details call 225.775.2002

$10OO
per week

STARTING AT ONLY•  Church Services and  
programs

• Streaming Live URL
•          FREE first priority 
  announcement place

CAMPHOR MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

8742 Scenic Highway – Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807
Telephone:  (225) 775-4106 -    Fax:  (225) 615-8359

Rev. Elenora Mackey Cushenberry, Th.D, Senior Pastor
Rev. Tiffanie C. Postell, Associate Pastor

Sunday School ................................................................ 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service ...........................................................  10:55 a.m.
Youth Sunday & Contemporary Worship .......  2nd Sun. 8:00 a.m.
Bible Study .................................Wed. 12:00 Noon and 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Ministry  ..................................................... Tues 6:00 p.m.

By Tony Evans

Hebrews 11:6 makes it crystal 
clear that without faith you won’t 
see God. This is because without 
faith, you do not please Him. The 
absence of faith results in the ab-
sence of the manifest presence of 
God. In other words, you may know 
He exists, but you won’t necessarily 
experience His existence in your 
day-to-day life. That’s why God 
urges us so often in Scripture to 
live our lives by faith.

He wants us to experience 
Him. 

He desires to intervene in our 
situations. 

He wants to reveal His power 
in our circumstances. 

But it requires our faith to 
participate in the process of His 
providential hand. Remember, faith 
is acting like it is so even when it’s 
not so in order that it might be so 
simply because God said so. Faith is 
verifiable. You never have to guess 
if you have faith because it shows 
up in your walk, not just your talk. 

Faith is made 
real when you 
choose to obey 
God even when 
you cannot see 
the reality or 
rationale of 
your obedience 
from a human 
perspective.

W h a t ’ s 
more:  fai th 
must always 

precede sight. Once you have sight, 
it is no longer faith. That’s why He-
brews 11:1 declares, “Now faith is 
the assurance of things hoped for, 
the conviction of things not seen.” 
If you have to see it first, you have 
cancelled faith. Faith is prior to, 
and apart from, sight. In fact, faith 
leads to sight. But, even so, most 
people first decide what they are 
going to do by what they see. As a 
result, they regularly cancel out the 
supernatural from taking place in 
their lives. Don’t make that mistake, 
for God wants you to experience 
more of Him.

Your Faith Leads to 
an Experience of God

Tony Evans

By Creflo Dollar

When we read the Gospel, it 
is important to read it in its proper 
context. Reading it through the 
Old Testament lens of the Law of 
Moses gives us an outdated inter-
pretation that is no longer valid, but 
reading it through the lens of grace 
reveals the power of the resurrected 
Jesus. When we understand that we 
don’t have to live by old standards 
that no longer apply to us, we’re 
free to rightly divide the Word of 
truth. Correspondingly, we limit 
ourselves when we lift Scriptures 
out of context and wrongly inter-
pret the Word.

Under the Law of Moses, 
punishment and condemnation 
were key motivators, but Jesus re-
placed the law with His grace and 
truth. Before, strict obedience and 

constant atone-
ment for sin 
was necessary 
to please God, 
but faith is all 
that is needed, 
now. The truth 
that Jesus was 
the perfect sac-
rifice for sin 
highlights the 
significance of 
what He did on 
the cross. Let-
ting this get down inside us begins 
to transform us.

For example, Holy Commu-
nion celebrates Jesus’ work on the 
cross but, if we’re not careful, we 
can incorrectly interpret the Scrip-
ture on communion. The apostle 
Paul wrote that whoever partakes 
of communion in an unworthy 

manner eats and drinks damna-
tion to himself. An Old Testament 
mindset immediately goes to sin-
consciousness and condemns us 
as being unworthy to take com-
munion. However, this Scripture 
is actually advising us to examine 
ourselves beforehand; it does not 
say to meditate on our sins and 
avoid communion altogether.

Reading this Scripture in con-
text, we see that we take the bread 
and wine in memory of Jesus, not 
of our sins. Interpreting this in-
correctly traps us in fear, guilt, 
and condemnation. Interpreting 
it correctly frees us to receive, 
by faith, what grace has made 
available. Reading the Word in 
the proper spirit opens our eyes 
to the forgiveness God offers us 
through the new

 

PRAYER:
God, in Your mercy You sent 

us Your Son to replace the condem-
nation and sin-consciousness of the 
old covenant with grace and love. 
You released us from the require-
ments of the Law of Moses and 
gave us freedom through Jesus. 
Thank You for giving us Your 
Spirit to properly interpret what 
You say to us. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.

SCRIPTURES:
2 Timothy 2:15
John 1:17
Romans 6:14
Hebrews 11:6
Hebrews 10:1-14
1 Corinthians 11:24, 25, 27-29

The resurrected Jesus transforms us

Creflo dollar

CAMPHOR MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

8742 Scenic Highway - Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807
Telephone:  (225) 775-4106 • Fax:  (225) 615-8359

Rev. Kermit Curtis “KC” Roberson, M.Div., MPA Senior Pastor

Sunday School................................................................... 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service..............1st, 3rd. & 4th Sundays............  10:55 a.m.
Contemporary Worship .........2nd & 5th Sunday..................8:00 a.m

(And any Sunday that falls on a Holiday)
Bible Study........ Wednesday, Men’s Mid-Day Study........12:00 p.m. 
Disciple Bible Study.................Wednesday.........................5:30 p.m.
Prayer Ministry...........................Tuesday............................6:00 p.m.

DIRECTORY
BRWEEKLYPRESS  CHURCH & PLACES TO WORSHIP

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some; but exhorting Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some; but exhorting 
one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. - Hebrews 10:25one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. - Hebrews 10:25

Reach Thousands Weekly. Call 225-775-2002 Reach Thousands Weekly. Call 225-775-2002 
to take advantage of our special ratesto take advantage of our special rates

BY CREFLO DOLLAR 

As Chris-
tians, we must 
u n d e r s t a n d 
the power of 
p r aye r.  I t ’s 
no t  ove r ly -
dramat ic  to 
say that we’re 
e n g a g e d  i n 
spiritual war-
fare with the 
devil and pray-
ing is part of 
our arsenal of 
weapons. Most 
people have no idea how their 
prayers connect them to heaven; 
the enemy capitalizes on this ig-
norance and tries to prevent us 
from hearing God in the heat of 
the battle. When the devil attacks 
our minds, it’s critical to keep the 
lines of two-way communication 
with God open.

Most of us learned as children 
to memorize a set of words that the 
world considers praying. Religion 
tells us that prayer is hit-or-miss 
and that we won’t always get an 
answer from God when we pray. 
However, praying according to the 
finished works of Jesus Christ al-
lows God to answer every prayer 
we offer up to Him. “And I say unto 
you, Ask, and it shall be given you; 
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and 
it shall be opened unto you. For 
every one that asketh receiveth; and 
he that seeketh findeth; and to him 
that knocketh it shall be opened” 
(Luke 11:9, 10). This kind of prayer 
isn’t begging and pleading for God 
to do something He already did, 
but thanking and praising Him for 
making it possible for our prayers 
to be answered.

Prayer isn’t simply reciting 

empty phrases; there’s no power 
in that. God is our heavenly Father 
who wants to hear what’s really 
weighing on our hearts and minds. 
He loves us deeply and wants us to 
open up and be honest with Him. 
He already knows what we need 
and He’s simply waiting for us 
to ask Him for it. “But when ye 
pray, use not vain repetitions, as 

the heathen do: for they think that 
they shall be heard for their much 
speaking. Be not ye therefore like 
unto them: for your Father knoweth 
what things ye have need of, before 
ye ask him” (Matthew 6:7, 8).

Prayers are direct conversa-
tions with God and shouldn’t all be 
homogenous. At any given time, 
we all have different issues and 

face different struggles; therefore, 
everyone’s prayer will differ. What 
gives our prayers such power and 
connects us to Him is their abil-
ity to put us in His presence. “…
The effectual fervent prayer of 
a righteous man availeth much” 
(James 5:16).  When our prayers 

Connecting to God through prayer

Pastor
Crefl Dollar

CHICAGO, IL  – The gospel 
event of the year, the 36th Annual 
Stellar Gospel Music Awards, will 
air on BET on Sunday, August 1st, 
at 8 pm ET / 5 pm PT. Gospel leg-
end Tye Tribbett and multiple Stel-
lar Award winner Jekalyn Carr will 
host the highly-anticipated event, 
which will feature inspirational 
performances from the genre’s 
most celebrated artists.

Yolanda Adams, Kierra 
Sheard and Avery*Sunshine have 
been added to this year’s list of 
dynamic performers who will hit 
the Stellar stage at the Schermer-
horn Symphony Center in Nash-
ville, TN. Viewers can also expect 
moving performances from gos-
pel superstars Jonathan McReyn-
olds, J.J. Hairston, Maverick City 
Music, Pastor Mike Jr., Tamela 
Mann, Jason Clayborn, Hezekiah 
Walker, CeCe Winans and hosts, 
Tribbett and Carr. The Clark Sis-
ters, who will receive the James 
Cleveland Lifetime Achievement 
Award presented by AT&T, will 
deliver a moving performance at 
this year’s ceremony.

The Stellar Awards not only 

recognizes the year’s best perfor-
mances in the genre, but honors 
Gospel music icons and those who 
have been instrumental in advocat-
ing for the gospel industry. Top 
nominees for this year’s ceremony 
include Anthony Brown & group 
therAPy, Kierra Sheard, Maverick 
City Music, and Pastor Mike, Jr., 
each receiving seven nominations, 
including a nod each for Artist of 
the Year. Other celebrated artists 
receiving multiple Stellar nomi-
nations include Tasha Cobbs 
Leonard, The Clark Sisters, Rev. 
Luther Barnes and the Restoration 
Worship Center Choir, the Chicago 
Mass Choir, and host Jekalyn Carr. 
The incomparable Lady Tramaine 
Hawkins will receive the Aretha 
Franklin Icon Award presented 
by Toyota for her contributions 
to gospel music. The AT&T Dream 
in Black Emerging artist perform-
ers will include Jokia, Nia Allen, 
and Terrian.

AT&T is proud to be this 
year’s presenting sponsor. With 
support from additional sponsors, 

BET to air 36th Annual 
Stellar Gospel Music Awards 
on August 1st at 8 pm EST

Gospel legend Tye Tribbett and multiple Stellar Award winner Jekalyn Carr 
will host the highly-anticipated event, which will feature inspirational per-
formances from the genre’s most celebrated artists.

See PRAYER, on page 5 See AWARDS, on page 5
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Board of Commerce and Industry, 
waive local property taxes to the 
extent the Industrial Tax Exemp-
tion Program does.

Opponents included Sen. Bret 
Allan, R-Franklin, who said that a 
change made to it last month gives 
too much negotiation power over 
tax breaks to local officials. Reform 
of local taxes is needed before any 
Industrial Tax Exemption Program 
adjustments are made, he said.

Sen. Jay Morris, R-West Mon-
roe, said making the ITEP changes 
permanent would send Louisiana’s 
“economic development efforts 

into chaos.” He had suggested a 
compromise that would give local 
taxing bodies control of a portion 
of the property taxes due to them, 
but Morris’ amendment to do so 
failed when Pope’s bill was on the 
Senate floor in late April.

Morris said forces conspired 
against his amendment because 
they want to see ITEP returned 
to its full exemption status after 
Edwards leaves the governor’s seat 
in two years.

“They didn’t want to this bill 
to have a chance at that compro-
mise,” Morris said.

BUSINESS

The Weekly Press

Social Media
The BRWeekly Press looking for hire 
social media and emarketing team 
member . Please call The BR Weekly 
Press at 225.775.2002  

DIRECTORY
BRBRWEEKLYPRESS 

BUSINESS/SERVICE

13937 Malbec Ave.
Baton Rouge, LA 70816

Ph: 225-292-0305
Cell: 225-405-3427
Fax: 225-292-0307

Email: cjw7@att.net
www.cjwdistributors.com

TaylaMaids
Cleaning Service

Residential & Commercial * General and Full Service
FREE ESTIMATE

225.572.7677 • taylahickman@gmail.com

Tayla Hickman 

TO ADVERTISE HERE, CALL THE BATON ROUGE 
WEEKLY PRESS AT 225.775.2002

FOR BUSINESSFOR BUSINESS
PANDEMIC AND HURRICANE RECOVERY 
SPECIALS CALL TO RESERVE YOUR SPACE 

IN THE BRWEEKLYPRESS 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY 225.775.2002 TODAY!

PUBLIC NOTICE
Invitation To Bid

UNDERGROUND TANKS
Solicitation #2022-UndergroundTanks-004

The Capital Area Transit System (CATS), a political subdivision of the State of Louisiana,  
operating the public transit system in EBR Parish is accepting Proposals for Underground Tank  
modifications and repairs. Sealed proposals are due to CATS Procurement Department by  
May 24, 2022, at 10:00 am (local time) at 2250 Florida Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70802. A 
mandatory site visit must be attended at 2250 Florida Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70802 on  
April 29, 2022 at 10:00am. A copy of this ITB can be found on CATS website at:  
http://www.brcats.com/page/procurement. Proposers may submit written questions to: 
catsprocurement@brcats.com until Friday, May 06, 2022. Proposers are reminded to check 
CATS website often for addendums issued to this ITB. CATS is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS

FIND IT ALL IN THE CLASSIFIEDS • 225.775.2002

are based on faith in Jesus Christ, 
God sees us as righteous regard-
less of what we may have done 
in the past.

In battle we have other sol-
diers alongside us to watch our 
back. In the spiritual realm, these 
soldiers are other believers. Inter-
cessory prayer for them gives our 
prayers added power and strength. 
“Pray at all times (on every occa-
sion, in every season) in the Spirit, 
with all [manner of] prayer and 
entreaty. To that end keep alert 
and watch with strong purpose 
and perseverance, interceding 
in behalf of all the saints (God’s 

consecrated people)” (Ephesians 
6:18, AMPC). While we’re praying 
for them to stay strong, someone 
is also praying for us.

The presence of the Holy 
Spirit makes a big difference in 
our prayers because He intercedes 
for us when we can’t find the right 
words. “And he that searcheth the 
hearts knoweth what is the mind 
of the Spirit, because he maketh 
intercession for the saints accord-
ing to the will of God” (Romans 
8:27). Praying in the Spirit puts us 
in direct contact with the Father. 
Satan knows that, done properly, 
prayer can completely shut him 
down. In these last days, the stakes 
are too high to risk missing out on 
this vital connection to God.   

Prayer from page 4

including State Farm (Song of the 
Year presenter), Toyota, P&G (Tra-
ditional Female Vocalist presenter), 
and McDonald’s Inspiration Cel-
ebration Gospel Tour, the 2021 
Stellar Music Awards is set to be 
the gospel event of 2021.

The Stellar Awards will tape 
live at the Schermerhorn Sym-
phony Center on Saturday, July 
10th and will air on BET, BET 
HER, and BET Gospel on Sun-
day, August 1st, as well as BET 
International on August 2nd. For 
ticket updates, follow us on social 
media and check our website for 
the link to purchase. COVID-19 
safety protocols are posted as well.

Awards from page 4

BY: GREG LAROSE
Louisiana Iluminator

The relatively new voice local 
taxing bodies have over whether 
industrial projects receive major 
tax breaks could soon fade after 
the Louisiana Senate rejected an 
attempt Tuesday to make their say 
permanent. Gov. John Bel Edwards 
issued an executive order six years 
ago that gave locals the right to 
approve or reject their share of the 
Industrial Tax Exemption Program 
(ITEP), and a proposed amend-
ment to bake that change into the 
state constitution failed to gain the 
support it needed.

Lawmakers in the upper 
chamber rejected Senate Bill 151 
from Sen. J. Rogers Pope, R-Den-
ham Springs, in a 14-21 vote. It 
would have allowed voters state-
wide to decide whether sheriffs, 
school boards and parish councils 
would retain their authority over 
ITEP, which forgives up to 80% of 
property taxes owed on large-scale 
business investments.

According to statistics Pope 
shared with senators, 96% of proj-
ects seeking the ITEP incentive 
have been partially approved at 
the local level and 84% have been 
fully approved.

“That tells me all the locals 
want the business. Nobody’s trying 
to drive business out of the coun-
try,” Pope said on the Senate floor.

Proponents of  Pope’s pro-
posal argued it was essential be-
cause the next governor, likely to 
be a Republican, would remove 
Edwards’ order and restore the 

ITEP break back to 100% of local 
property taxes.

Sen. Jay Luneau, D-Alexan-
dria, supported the bill and noted 
Louisiana was the only state that 
allows a non-elected body, the State 

Louisiana Senate rejects permanent 
local say for industrial tax breaks

The Louisiana Senate chamber, photographed on Feb. 2, 2022. (Greg LaRose/Louisiana Illuminator)
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All of Us and the All of Us logo are 
service marks of the U.S. Department  

of Health and Human Services.

When you join All of Us, you can get information about yourself, like your 
weight and blood pressure. You can also choose to get your DNA results, 
including information that could potentially impact your health. 

(844) 842-2855
Toll-free TTY-based Telecommunications 
Relay Service is available by dialing 711.

JOIN US.

A Member of All of Us Southern Network

Learn more about your health and pave  
the way for a healthier future for all of us.

SCAN TO  
LEARN MORE

JoinAllofUs.org/BatonRouge


