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Lachary to
break ground
on new

police station,
training facility

21,000 sq ft facility,
in-house training
center to house
entire Zachary police
force under one roof

ZACHARY, La. — The City
of Zachary has made an excit-
ing announcement that has been
long-awaited by the Zachary Po-
lice Department: the construction
of a brand new police station and
training center. This new facility,
spanning over 21,000 square feet,
will be a significant upgrade for the
department, which has been sharing
space with the Zachary City Court
for over 35 years.

"I have watched firsthand as
the department has outgrown the
building, having worked in the po-
lice department complex for the
past 34 years," expressed Darryl
Lawrence, Police Chief of the City
of Zachary. "I want to thank the prior
administration and city council for
allowing us to be a part of all aspects
of choosing the architectural firm
that designed the new building and
selecting the location."

This new police station and
training center will bring the entire
police force under one roof, provid-
ing much-needed space for storage
and a dedicated in-house training
center to promote the health and
wellness of the officers. The City of
Zachary has partnered with Grace
Hebert Curtis Architects to design
the new station, while the financ-
ing for the project was provided by
Government Capital Corporation
of Southlake, Texas.

"We had a very positive expe-
rience working with Government
Capital on this project," commented
Deanna Mankins, CFO of the City
of Zachary. "The team delivered a
seamless experience, offering open
lines of communication throughout
the entire financing process."

The construction of the new
station is set to begin this month,
and the facility is expected to be
completed by the end of 2024. With
the new station, the Zachary Police
Department will have a modern and
efficient facility that will enable
them to better serve and protect
the community.

"We are thrilled to finally see
the construction of the new police
station and training center come
to fruition," said Lawrence. "This
new facility will help us provide
better service to our community
and promote the well-being of our
officers."

Marti Sauls, Vice President of
Government Capital Corporation,
congratulated the City of Zachary
on their new police station, stating,
"It is an honor to assist Louisiana
cities in meeting their goals and
objectives."

The City of Zachary's an-
nouncement of the groundbreak-
ing for the new police station and
training center has been met with
excitement by both the police de-
partment and the community they
serve, as they look forward to the
benefits that this new facility will
bring.

TRUMP

hit with 34 felony counts of falsifying
New York state business records
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Former U.S. President Donald Trump arrives for his arraignment at Manhattan Criminal Court on April 4, 2023 in New York City. With the indictment,
Trump becomes the first former U.S. president in history to be charged with a criminal offense. (Michael M. Santiago/Getty Images)

BY: JACOB FISCHLER,
ASHLEY MURRAY AND
JENNIFER SHUTT
Louisiana Illuminator

Former President Donald
Trump pleaded not guilty Tuesday
to 34 New York state felony of-
fenses related to what prosecutors
say were hush money payments
to an adult film star.

In a brief but historic ap-
pearance in a Manhattan trial
court, Trump, the first former
president to face criminal pros-
ecution, learned he was charged
with falsifying business records
34 times from February to De-
cember 2017.

Trump’s former attorney,
Michael Cohen, paid Stormy
Daniels, a porn actor who said
she had a sexual relationship with
Trump, $130,000 in exchange for
her silence about the supposed
relationship during the 2016
presidential race, according to a
16-page indictment and attached
statement of facts that were un-
sealed Tuesday.

Trump then repaid Cohen
in 34 payments over the course
of 2017, but described them in
Trump Organization records
as payments for legal services,
meant to cover up the payment to
Daniels, prosecutors said.

Trump, a Republican candi-
date for president in 2024, denies
having an affair with Daniels.

U.S. Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, R-Georgia, pushes through the crowd gathered outside the courthouse where
former U.S. President Donald Trump was arraigned April 4, 2023 in New York City. (Drew Angerer/Getty Images)

“These are crimes in New
York no matter who you are,”
Manhattan District Attorney
Alvin Bragg said following the
arraignment.

“Everyone stands equal
before the law,” he added. “No
amount of money and no amount
of power changes that enduring

American principle.”
Responding to a question
asking why Bragg brought
charges after his predecessor and
federal prosecutors declined to do
s0, Bragg said his office had new
evidence that wasn’t available
to the prior district attorney and
that New York state, as the “busi-

ness capital of the world,” had a
particular interest in prosecuting
business fraud cases.

Trump has accused Bragg
of being motivated by politics.

Just before arriving at the
arraignment, Trump posted to his
social media site, Truth Social.

See TRUMP, on page 3

Trump warns
of 'death,
destruction
If charged
with a crime

BY KAY MAYWEATHER
Special to WPress

WASHINGTON — Former
U.S. President Donald Trump took
to his new social media platform,
Truth Social, to issue a warning
about potential "death & destruc-
tion" if he faces criminal charges,
justhours after New York prosecu-
tors investigating his hush-money
payment to porn star Stormy Daniels
said they would not be intimidated.

This latest tweet from Trump
on Friday is part of a series of ver-
bal attacks on Manhattan District
Attorney Alvin Bragg since last
Saturday when Trump incorrectly
predicted he would be arrested three
days later. Despite his defeat in the
2020 election, Trump continues to
claim that the result was fraudulent
and inspired his followers to attack
the U.S. Capitol on January 6,2021,
in an attempt to prevent Congress
from certifying the election of
Democratic President Joe Biden.

Trump wrote on Truth Social,
"What kind of person can charge
another person, in this case a for-
mer President of the United States,
who got more votes than any sitting
President in history, and leading can-
didate (by far!) for the Republican
Party nomination, with a Crime,
when it is known by all that NO
Crime has been committed, and also
known that potential death and de-
struction in such a false charge could
be catastrophic for our Country?"

The Manhattan District Attor-
ney's office, in a letter to Republican
committee chairmen in Congress,
called their request for communi-
cations, documents, and testimony
an "unlawful incursion into New
York's sovereignty." They also chal-
lenged the committee's standing to
investigate their office and said that
Trump had "created a false expecta-
tion that he would be arrested" in
his Saturday post.

Trump has denied ever having
an affair with Stormy Daniels and
has called the payment a "simple pri-
vate transaction." He has also stated
that he did not commit a crime and
that the investigation is politically
motivated. Many observers have
noted that the investigation into the
hush-money payment to Daniels is
justone of several ongoing investi-
gations into Trump's activities both
before and during his presidency.
As the investigation continues, it is
likely that there will be more devel-
opments and revelations to come.
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New bill would raise minimum
age to 21 to enter all La. bars

'; N S T
Renowned authority on slave dwellings, Joseph McGill Jr., visits Natchez for

a two-day program featuring a lecture and living history campfire conversa-
tion as part of his nationally acclaimed Slave Dwelling Project.

Joseph McGill Jr. to bring Slave
Dwelling Project to Natchez

General Information............... 225-775-2002
Emall......cooc.. brweeklypress@yahoo.com

The office is open 9:00 a.m. t05:00 p.m. Monday
- Friday and located at 4910 Monticello Bivd.
Baton Rouge, LA70814

The Baton Rouge Weekly Press srives to be
fair and accurate. The newspaper corrects any
significant errors of fact brought to the attention

ofthe editor. If you think an error has been made,
call 225-775-200

Weekly Hress

Newspaperis a published weekly in Baton
Rouge and distributed every Thursday with
acirculation of 7,500. Subscription rates
are §65.00 per year for Louisiana residents;
$72.00 for one year for out-of-state resi-
dents; half price for six months subscription:
and $1.00 per single copy.

Allmoney orders or checks should be made
payable to The Baton Rouge Weekly Press
4910 Montecello Bivd., Suite C
Baton Rouge, La. 70814

-

9

r} ; .
l’ [ &
.’_' ~ ) ~

-~ 2 | -*: ’:’?\ ~- .
v Yy | B R L EEA naeat
4 _‘-.nbx ’A ) BN’ mu.'f LA A

[+
[}
-

-

L

Louisiana State Senator broposes the "Card 'Em Act," a bill to raise the minimum age to enter bars in the state from 18
to 21, in an effort to prevent harm and save lives.

BATON ROUGE, La. - Loui-

of the assailants involved in the in-
cident were under 21 and should

limit their social options. One stu-
dent noted that there isn't much for

NATCHEZ, Miss. -- Joseph
McGill Jr., a renowned authority
on slave dwellings, will visit Nat-
chez for a two-day program that
will feature a lecture at Historic
Natchez Foundation and a living
history campfire conversation at
the Auburn slave quarters.

The lecture, which is ti-
tled, “The Education Value of
Sleeping in Slave Dwellings:
Mississippi Edition,” will be
presented at 6 p.m. Friday, April
14. The campfire conversation
will be held at 6 p.m., April 15.
Both events are free and open
to the public. They are part of
McGill’s nationally acclaimed
Slave Dwelling Project.

being hosted by Historic Natchez
Foundation, Natchez National
Historical Park, and Our Res-
toration Nation.

Historic Natchez Founda-
tion is located at 108 S. Com-
merce St. and Auburn is at 400
Duncan Avenue, both in Natchez.
Parking is in the rear of Auburn,
which is accessed from the sec-
ond road on the right inside the
Duncan Park Gate.

For more information,
contact Carter Burns at His-
toric Natchez Foundation: Call
601-442-2500 or send email to
carterburns @natchez.org. Infor-
mation about the Slave Dwelling
Project can be found at https://

siana State Senator proposes bill to
raise minimum age to enter bars
to 21

Louisiana State Senator Beth
Miizell is proposing a new bill, called
the "Card 'Em Act," that would raise
the minimum age to enter bars in
the state from 18 to 21. Currently,
it's not uncommon for 18-year-olds
to be allowed in most bars in Loui-
siana, but they are not allowed to
purchase alcoholic drinks.

Senator Mizell's proposal
comes after the death of LSU stu-
dent Madison Brooks, who was in-
volved in a senseless act of violence
after leaving a bar in January. Three

Phone; (225) 775-2002
E-Mail brweeklypress@yahoo.com
Office Hours: Monday-Friday
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Closed Saturday, Sunda

freshmen to do other than go to bars
and hang out with friends, while an-
other student from Wisconsin stated
that the minimum age should remain
at 18 and that they would like to
see what bars are like in Louisiana.

Despite these concerns, a third
student believes that raising the
minimum age to enter bars to 21
would be beneficial, particularly
in the Tigerland area and college
bars, where the drinking culture can
be excessive.

Under the proposed bill, bars

not have been allowed in the bar,
according to Senator Mizell.

The bill would synchronize
Louisiana with the rest of the United
States, as most states already pro-
hibit anyone under the age of 21
from entering bars. Senator Mizell
believes that the "Card 'Em Act" is a
common-sense step that will prevent
harm and save lives, and that strong
action is needed to prevent under-
age drinking and ensure the safety
of young adults in the community.

However, some LSU students
have expressed concern about the
proposed bill, stating that it would

The two-day program is  slavedwellingproject.org/

PB To Broadcast Governor’s Address
to Legislature Live, Statewide

LPB will broadcast Gover-
nor John Bel Edwards' address
to the Louisiana Legislature live
onApril 10 at 1 pm. The address
will cover topics like education,
healthcare, and the economy.
André Moreau and Barry Erwin

will host the event at the LPB
studios. The live stream will also
be available on LPB's website,
app, and social media. For further
details, contact Colleen Spillane
at (225) 767-4453 or cspillane@
Ipb.org.

VISIT US
ONLINE @

brweeklypress.com

See TRUMP, on page 5
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TRUMP from page 1

“Heading to Lower Manhattan,
the Courthouse” he wrote. “Seems
so SURREAL — WOW, they are
going to ARREST ME. Can’t be-
lieve this is happening in America.
MAGA!”

Trump left the courthouse
without commenting but spoke
later Tuesday at his Mar-a-Lago
estate in Florida.

Trump responds

In a primetime speech from
his Mar-a-Lago estate in Florida,
Trump barely addressed the New
York charges, but offered a gen-
eral defense that he’d done nothing
wrong and was instead the victim of
alitany of investigatory incursions
from his political opponents.

“The only crime I’ve commit-
ted is to fearlessly defend our nation
from those who seek to destroy it,”
he said near the start of his remarks.

Bragg and Judge Juan Merchan
both held grudges against him and
would not be fair, he said, attacking
the indictment without specifically
rejecting its accusations.

“Everybody said, “This is not
really an indictment. There’s noth-
ing here,”” he said.

Atone point Trump seemed to
concede he’d lost the 2020 election,
implying he needed a mere 0.1%
change in the election results to win.
The admission was a change for
Trump, whose weeks-long false
insistence that he’d won the election
led to the Jan. 6,2021, insurrection.

But at another point in Tues-
day’s speech, he again claimed
Democrats could not defeat him
in a fair election, saying the New
York charges were a method to
stop him.

“They can’t beat us at the ballot
box so they try to beat us through
the law,” he said. “These radical-left
lunatics want to interfere with our
elections by using law enforcement.
We can’t let that happen.”

Payments covered up
campaign crime, DA says
Cohen’s payments to Daniels
in 2016 exceeded campaign contri-
bution limits — and because they
were meant to boost Trump’s White
House bid, should be considered
campaign funds, Bragg said. The
records of Trump’s payments to

Cohen therefore were meant to
conceal a crime, making the false
business records criminal.

“He could not simply say that
the payments were a reimbursement
for Mr. Cohen’s payments to Stormy
Daniels,” Bragg said. “To do so, to
make that true statement, would
have been to admit a crime. So in-
stead, Mr. Trump’s said he paid Mr.
Cohen for fictitious legal services
in 2017 to cover up actual crime
committed the prior year.”

The indictment said the false
business record was done “with in-
tent to defraud and intent to commit
another crime and aid and conceal
the commission thereof.”

The payment to Daniels was
part of a pattern Trump’s 2016
campaign employed to suppress
stories about alleged Trump affairs,
according to prosecutors’ statement
of facts.

A longtime confidante of
Trump, Cohen pleaded guilty in
2018 to campaign finance and fraud
charges. He also pleaded guilty to
lying to Congress.

He has said his crimes were in
service of Trump’s 2016 campaign
and has cooperated with authorities.

House Republicans
attack DA

Bragg and U.S. House Repub-
licans have publicly quarreled over
the case, with the Republican chairs
of the House Judiciary, Oversight
& Accountability and Administra-
tion committees accusing Bragg of
conducting a politically motivated
prosecution.

Judiciary Chair Jim Jordan of
Ohio and Oversight & Accountabil-
ity Chair James Comer of Kentucky
said in a Tuesday statement that
Judge Juan Merchan should not
impose an order on Trump not to
speak about the case.

“To put any restrictions on the
ability of President Trump to discuss
his mistreatment at the hands of
this politically motivated prosecu-
tor would only further demonstrate
the weaponization of the New York
justice system,” they said.

“To even contemplate stifling
the speech of the former commander
in chief and current candidate for
President is at odds with everything
America stands for.”

Merchan did not issue a gag
order Tuesday.

Jordan, Comer and House

Administration Chair Bryan Steil
of Wisconsin wrote to Bragg last
month calling his prosecution po-
litically motivated and demanding
documents.

Greene headlines
muted protest

U.S. Rep. Marjorie Taylor
Greene of Georgia traveled to New
York City for a Tuesday morning
rally in support of Trump across the
street from the Manhattan Court-
house.

According to videos and pho-
tos posted to Twitter, the Georgia
Republican spoke for roughly 10
minutes through a bullhorn as sup-
porters and journalists surrounded
her, but counter-protesters largely
muffled her comments with drums
and whistles.

New York Republican Rep.
George Santos, who is under sev-
eral legal and ethical investigations,
made a brief appearance in the
crowd prior to Greene’s comments,
according to news media reports.

House GOP leaders
defend Trump

Republicans in Congress
posted messages on Twitter criti-
cizing the indictment.

House Majority Whip Tom
Emmer, a Minnesota Republican,
tweeted Tuesday was “a historic
low for our nation.”

“The Democrat Party has
proven there is nothing they won’t
do to hold onto power — even if
it means weaponizing our justice
system to target a political oppo-
nent,” Emmer wrote.

Fourth-ranking House Repub-
lican Elise Stefanik of New York
posted to Twitter: “I stand with
President Trump.”

“Another dark day in our na-
tion’s history. The Far Left will stop
at nothing to punish Joe Biden’s
number one political opponent Don-
ald Trump,” Stefanik tweeted about
a half hour later.

House Deputy Whip Guy Re-
schenthaler of Pennsylvania blamed
the indictment on the “extreme left.”

“The Left’s weaponization of
our criminal justice system for their
own benefit is truly un-American,”
he wrote on Twitter.

Tennessee Republican Sen.
Marsha Blackburn said the “indict-
ment is a gross abuse of power by a

See TRUMP, on page 5
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Hit the Links for a Good Cause in April
as the Baker Chamber of Commerce
Hosts a Charity Golf Tournament!

BAKER, La. — The Baker Chamber of Com-
merce is hosting its 1st Annual Charity Golf Tour-
nament on April 21,2023, at BREC Beaver Creek
Golf Course located at 1100 Plains-Port Hudson
Road in Zachary, Louisiana 70791.

The event is being held to raise funds for Baker
area schools and promises to be a great time for
golfers of all ages and skills! The event is featur-
ing friendly competition in a four-person scramble
which is teams of four players competing against
one another. In this format, each team's players hit
from the tee box, then the team members choose
the best of the four shots for the next shot. All
team members then play the second shot from
that location and again choose the best shot. Play
continues in this manner until the hole is completed.
The team then records its score and maintains that
format for all 18 holes.

There will also be hole competitions, prizes
for the top teams, lunch and refreshments, as well
as business networking opportunities! The $400 per
team fee covers greens fees, access to the scramble,
and the practice facility at Beaver Creek.

Beyond participation as a golfer, the Baker
Chamber of Commerce is also currently seeking
Hole Sponsorships for the Tournament. Sponsor-
ships are $100.00 and will allow each sponsor to
have the opportunity to advertise their business at
one of the holes on the course. If you are looking
for new ways to market your business or find new
clients a golf tournament is always a greatidea. The

more people that know about your company the
better and when your company is associated with
a popular event, it reminds the event participants
and the larger audience to remember your business.

Additionally, the opportunity to network with
the community is a key component of growing
your business. One of the most important things to
remember about networks is that they constantly
grow and change. Most organizations do a great
job of assessing their networks when first planning
their marketing strategy however as your business
grows it is important to also grow your network.
Your network consists of sharing information or
services about your business with people, busi-
nesses, and groups and allows individuals to grow
their relationships which are essential for their job
or business. Don’t miss out on the opportunity to
network and fundraise for a great cause!

We are looking forward to a great day moving
Baker “Fore”ward in friendship, fellowship, and
network and appreciate the opportunity to be out
of doors with friends while making new friends at
the beautiful Beaver Creek Golf Course!

Donations are welcome through Eventbrite, and
checks are payable to Baker Chamber of Commerce.
You may register for a four-person scramble, hole
sponsorship, or donations at www.eventbrite.com.

If you have any questions feel free to contact
the Baker Chamber of Commerce at 225-412-4311.

JOIN US FRIDAY,
APRIL 21 - 8 AM

$400 per team:
4 person

V’a/’f (27

HOLE SPONSORSHIPS
LUNCH SPONSOR
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BREC Beaver Creek Golf Cou
1100 Plains-Port Hudsom-Rd™®
Zachary, LA 707
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Buildin Baker To,

Join the Effort to Keep Baker Beautiful: City-wide
Clean-Up Event on April 10th Needs Volunteers!

BAKER, La. - The City of Baker in Louisiana
is organizing a city-wide clean-up event on April
10th, and is calling on volunteers of all ages to
participate. The event's objective is to remove
litter, graffiti, and beautify the city. The event
is part of the city's ongoing efforts to promote
sustainability and environmental responsibility.

Interested individuals can sign up for the City
Wide Clean-Up event by visiting the official web-
site of the City of Baker at www.cityofbakerla.
com or by calling City Hall at (225) 778-0300.
Volunteers are encouraged to wear comfortable
clothing and closed-toe shoes, and to bring their
own gloves, sunscreen, and water bottles.

Last year's event drew hundreds of volunteers
and resulted in a significant reduction in litter and
other environmental hazards throughout the city.
This year's event aims to make an even greater
impact, with the goal of creating a cleaner, safer,
and more vibrant community for everyone.

Mayor Darnell Waites said, "We need ev-
eryone's help to make this event a success. Our
city is a wonderful place to live and work, and
we want to keep it that way. By volunteering for
the clean-up, you are helping to make a real dif-
ference in our community."

Volunteers will be tasked with a variety of

To stay up to date on what is happening in the
city subscribe to email and text messaging at
https://cityofhakerla.com/wp/subscribe/.

clean-up efforts, including litter removal, graf-
fiti removal, and general beautification projects.
The City of Baker is grateful for everyone who
is willing to give their time and energy to help
keep the city beautiful.

Let's work together to make a positive impact
in the community. Sign up today to participate
in the City Wide Clean-Up and help Keep Baker
Beautiful!

KEEP BAKER BEAUTIFUL :

WOLY
lIEEDED

Sign Up to
Clean Up!

Text: i
LABAKER UPDATES

To 468311
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BMI Celebrates Gospel Music Superstars Tamela & David
Mann At The 2023 BMI Trailblazers 0f Gospel Music

Gospel music superstars
Tamela & David Mann and Dr.
Bobby Jones were celebrated
today at the 2023 BMI Trailblaz-
ers of Gospel Music Awards held
at Flourish in Atlanta, GA. The
awards show paid tribute to the best
in the Gospel music community
and honored BMI’s Gospel Song
of the Year, Songwriter of the Year,
Publisher of the Year and the top
25 Gospel songs of the previous
year. BMI’s President & CEO,
Mike O’Neill and Vice President,
Creative, Atlanta, Catherine Brew-
ton hosted the event.

The inspirational luncheon
began with a celebration of music
and joyful worship with Jonathan
McReynolds, Chandler Moore and
Kirk Franklin performing a medley
of three of BMI’s award-winning
songs, “Grace,” “Jireh” and “King-
dom,” before moving to the event’s
main honorees and award-winners.

As a Trailblazer of Gospel
Music honoree, Dr. Bobby Jones
was saluted for his legendary career,
mentorship of the next generation
and his tireless contributions to the
genre. The tribute performances
honoring Jones’ legacy kicked off
with The Company singing “What
aFriend,” followed by a beautiful
rendition of “Bring it to Jesus” fea-
turing Beverly Crawford.

Tamela and David Mann were
celebrated as BMI Trailblazers of
Gospel Music for their exceptional
success in the genre and beyond,
both as stellar songwriters, artists
and actors. The musical tributes to
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(L-R) BMI's Wardell Malloy and Catherine Brewton, Tamela Mann, David Mann and BMI President & CEO Mike O'Neill attend BMI Trailblazers of Gospel Music
Awards on March 30, 2023 in Atlanta, Georgia. (Photo by Paras Griffin/Getty Images for BMI)

The Manns kicked-off with Zacardi
Cortez and Anaysha Figueroa-Coo-
per giving a moving performance
of “Now Behold the Lamb,” fol-
lowed by Lisa Knowles-Smith who
gave a powerful rendition of “Take
Me to the King.” After accepting
the honor and thanking those who

have helped the husband-and-wife
team along the way, Tamela Mann
surprised the audience with an ex-
plosive performance of her mega-
hit, “Change Me,” which spent 23
weeks at number one on Billboard’s
Hot Gospel Chart.

Throughout the event, BMI

saluted the Top 25 most-performed
Gospel songs of the previous year,
leading up to the coveted BMI Gos-
pel Song of the Year, which went to
“Believe For It” written by CeCe
Winans and Mitch Wong (APRA).
The song spent 12 weeks at the
number one spot on Billboard’s Hot

Gospel Chart and garnered mul-
tiple accolades including two GMA
Dove Awards and a GRAMMY for
Best Contemporary Christian Music
Performance/Song. BMI’s Gospel
Songwriter of the Year was a tie
between Dante Bowe and Jonathan
McReynolds for each writing two of
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Awards

the most performed Gospel songs of
the previous year. Bowe was hon-
ored for “Joyful” and “Promises”
and McReynolds for “Brighter” and
“Grace.” BMI’s Gospel Publisher of
the Year went to Be Essential Songs
for having award-winning songs
“Brighter,” “Jireh,” “Promises” and
“Something Has to Break,” among
its repertoire.

During the ceremony, the late
legendary soul singer/songwriter
Otis Redding was honored with
four BMI Million-Air Awards, a
distinction that recognizes song-
writers whose works have achieved
the rare feat of surpassing one
million broadcast performances
on radio. Originally written and
recorded by Otis Redding in the
1960’s, the songs were “Sweet Soul
Music” (4 million performances),
“Hard to Handle” (7 million per-
formances), “Respect” (7 million
performances) and BMI’s Song of
the Year in 1968, the incomparable
“(Sittin’ on) the Dock of the Bay”
(12 million performances). Attend-
ing the ceremony were members
of Redding’s family, including his
wife Zelma and their daughter Karla
Redding-Andrews, who accepted
the honors on behalf of her father
and the Otis Redding Foundation.

Additional performances in-
cluded a special tribute to the late
singer/producer/choir director
Kevin Lemons, who was known for
his work with Donald Lawrence and
the Company, and his own dynamic

See AWARDS, on page 5
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Proposal would let parishes keep more oil and gas taxes

Severance

tax revenue to
be used on
infrastructure
projects

BY: WESLEY MULLER
Louisiana Illuminator

A Louisiana lawmaker has
proposed a constitutional amend-
ment to allow parish governments
to keep a larger share of oil and
gas taxes.

House Bill 278, sponsored
by Rep. Jack McFarland, R-Win-

nfield, would apply to severance
taxes on all natural resources other
than sulfur, lignite or timber. It
proposes that parish governments
get to keep the lesser of either
$2.85 million or the aforemen-
tioned tax revenue.

Severance taxes are levied
on natural resources when they
are taken from the earth. Oil and
gas collections account for almost
92% of all severance tax collec-
tions in Louisiana, according to
the state Department of Natural
Resources.

The bill proposes that the
$2.85 million limit shall be
adjusted annually for inflation
according to the average annual
increase in the Consumer Price
Index.

Currently, the Louisiana

Constitution allows parishes to
keep a maximum of roughly $1.14
million in severance taxes and al-
lows annual inflation adjustments.
Current law also has triggers
that could potentially increase
the amount to $2.85 million if
revenue forecasts reach a certain
threshold. McFarland’s bill would
repeal those triggers.

“When all these severance
taxes were passed, the original
intent was to help with roads,
bridges and schools,” McFarland
said in a phone interview. “Over
the years, the state started depend-
ing on the revenue.”

McFarland’s proposal would
also require parish governments to
use 100% of any excess severance
tax remittances on transportation
and infrastructure projects, up

from the current 50% requirement.
The bill defines excess remittances
as any amounts greater than the
amount in the 2022-23 fiscal year.

“To me, it’s a tradeoff,” he
said. “The more severance tax par-
ishes can keep, the less money we
have to give to them in capital outlay
for roads and bridges.”

Louisiana collected about $302
million in severance taxes during
the fiscal year that ended June 2021.
McFarland said the state forgoes a
lot of oil and gas revenue because
it suspends the severance taxes on
the first two years of a well’s life,
which are the most productive years.

As a constitutional amend-
ment, the bill faces a difficult jour-
ney to enactment. It must receive a
two-thirds vote in both chambers
of the legislature and then receive
voter approval in the fall election.

TRUMP from page 2

found violating the age limit
could be fined anywhere be-
tween $50 to $15,000, depend-
ing on the number of violations.
The bill would also increase the
cleansing period to 10 years
from the first offense.
Debates on the bill are
set to begin on April 10,2023,
when lawmakers return to the
Louisiana State Capitol. Reac-
tions to the proposed bill among
LSU students remain mixed,
with some concerned about its
potential impact on their social
lives, while others believe that
it could help prevent underage
drinking and ensure the safety of
young adults in the community.

TRUMP from page 3

Democrat DA to get an outcome
that the left has wanted for years.”

Utah Republican Sen. Mitt
Romney began his statement by
saying that he believes Trump’s
“character and conduct make him
unfit for office.”

“Even so, I believe the New
York prosecutor has stretched to
reach felony criminal charges in
order to fit a political agenda,” he
continued.

Other Republican members
of Congress, however, were not
focused solely on Trump.

Oklahoma Sen. Markwayne
Mullin tweeted photos of a visit
to Guymon, saying it was the first
stop on his statewide tour.

“We discussed the ongoing
drought, inflation, and the exis-
tential threat of communist China.
Thanks to Mayor Kim Peterson for

hosting us!” Mullin wrote.

Georgia Rep. Rich McCor-
mick tweeted a photo of himself
shaking hands with Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
as part of a congressional delega-
tion to the country.

“I was able to ask questions
AND witness firsthand the ac-
countability of equipment and
impact that our assistance is
having,” McCormick wrote. “I
will continue to fight to hold the
Biden Administration accountable
for doing the right things and for
doing things right.”

Nebraska Sen. Pete Ricketts
shared photos of a meeting with the
Columbus Rotary in the afternoon
after congratulating Finland for
joining the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization earlier in the day.

“We heard firsthand about
Finland’s highly capable mili-
tary during my recent official
visit. They’ll be a critical asset

A BRAND OF

-

k

STYLE AND

to the trans-Atlantic Alliance in
the face of Russian aggression,”
Ricketts wrote.

Other charges
possibly looming

As he readies for another
White House run, Trump faces
other criminal investigations.

The U.S. Justice Department
is investigating his role in the Jan.
6,2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol
after the congressional committee
tasked with probing the causes of
the insurrection made a criminal
referral to the department.

Federal authorities are also
investigating Trump’s handling
of classified documents after his
presidency. FBI agents retrieved
boxes of classified material Trump
took from the White House to his
South Florida residence when he
left office.

And a Georgia grand jury
is looking into potential election

SOPHISTICATION

interference from Trump during his
reelection campaign in 2020. Trump
was taped shortly after Election Day
2020 asking the Georgia secretary
of state to “find” enough votes to
overturn the state’s election results
in his favor.

RWARDS from page 4

group known as Kevin Lemons
and Higher Calling. Members
of Higher Calling hit the stage
for a soul-stirring performance
of “Perfect Peace” accompanied
by Donald Lawrence and The
Company. Other award-winning
songs performed throughout the
evening included “Just Like
God” by Evvie McKinney,
“Great” by Kelontae Gavin and
“Wonderful is Your Name” by

Melvin Crispell.
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LSU women's basketball blasts
lowa to win National Championship

LSU players celebrate a last second shot during the first half of the NCAA Women's Final Four

2, 2023, in Dallas.(Darron Cummings | AP)

LSU women’s basketball
won the National Championship
on Sunday afternoon in Dallas,
beating Iowa 102-85.

The Tigers set a record with
59 first-half points and ultimately
cruised to a win over Caitlin Clark
and Iowa. The Hawkeyes were
able to get as close as 7 points
in the second half, but LSU’s of-
fense was simply too much for

Iowa to handle. LSU’s 102 points
are a record for any team in the
women’s NCAA Tournament
National Championship Game.

LSU shot 54.3% from the
field and 64.7% from 3-point
range in the win. This victory,
which comes in Kim Mulkey’s
2nd year as head coach, gives LSU
its 1st National Championship in
program history.

*Underwriting criteria applies.
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The Tigers held Clark to 30
points on 22 shots. Clark was
efficient, but foul trouble — in-
cluding a pair of offensive fouls
— prevented her from having an
out-sized impact on the game.

For LSU, Angel Reese was
dominant on the boards. She had
14 points, 10 rebounds and 4 as-
sists in the win. Six of those boards
came on the offensive glass.

for credit scores as low as 580 for qualified applicants®

championship basketball game against lowa Sunday, April

LSU’s first-half offensive
explosion was led by Jasmine
Carson, who went 5-for-5 from
3-point range before the break.
She finished with a game-high
21 points off the bench.

LSU went 34-2 this season.
This is the 4th National Champi-
onship of Mulkey’s career, with
the previous 3 coming during her
time as Baylor’s head coach.
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ADDICTION

West Baton Rouge Museum to Host Ben
Peabody's Art Exhibition on Addiction

PORT ALLEN, La. —
Through his journey of recovery,
Baton Rouge based artist Ben Pea-
body has created a compelling se-
ries of work titled, Art & Addiction.
The collection consists of over 40
fascinating pieces of detailed two-
and three-dimensional works of art.
A captivating carnival-like theme
sets the mood for the exhibit and
shows the mystifying hold drugs
and alcohol have on those who are
addicted.

During his time as an admin-
istrator and art instructor at Baton
Rouge Community College, Pea-
body was very open about being in
Alcoholics Anonymous. In return,
the students came to him with their
own stories of substance abuse and
recovery. It was his students who
pressed him to create a series il-
lustrating his struggle with ad-
diction, and that series ultimately
lead to a larger body of work on the
subject. The response he got from
these pieces convinced Peabody
that he could spread awareness of
the deadly epidemic of substance

suaLkousing  © Copyright 2023 BankPlus
LENDER Member FDIC.

abuse and addiction in the United
States.

Every year there are over
100,000 substance abuse related
deaths across the nation. Awareness
and education is a start to combat-
ing this issue. With this exhibit, it
is the artist’s intention to provoke
questions rather than provide an-
swers on this serious subject that
touches us all in some way. Art &
Addiction: The Art of Ben Peabody
opens April 15th and runs through
June 4,2023.

For more information about
the programs and activities associ-
ated with the exhibition call (225)
336-2422 or visit www.WestBa-
tonRougeMuseum.org. The mu-
seum is open Tuesday through
Saturday, 10AM to 4:30PM and
Sunday 2 to 5SPM. The West Baton
Rouge Museum is located at 845
N. Jefferson Avenue in Port Allen.

If you, or a family member
needs help with mental or substance
abuse issues, call SAMHSA'’s Na-
tional /confidential 24-hour helpline
at 1-800-662-HELP (4357).

Scan to learn more.




