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Terri Ricks
named
permanent
secretary for

Children and
Family Services

BY: GREG LAROSE
Louisiana Illminator

Gov. John
Bel Edwards has
elevated acting
Department of
Children and
Family Ser-
vice Secretary
Terri Ricks to
a permanent
role, his of-
fice announced
Wednesday.
Ricks has been
holding the position since Marketa
Walters stepped down last month.

Ricks becomes the figurehead
for an agency that is under close
watch following a series of deaths
this year involving children whose
households had been reported to
authorities. Legislators have held
multiple hearings with DCFS of-
ficials to seek accountability and
reform.

In the same statement on
Ricks’ appointment, the governor
announced Amanda Brunson was
named DCFS assistant secretary.

“No doubt there are many chal-
lenges facing child welfare agen-
cies, including here in Louisiana,”
Edwards said in the statement, “but
I am impressed by the way Terri
has taken her years of knowledge
and put it into leading the depart-
ment and finding solutions. Amanda
likewise will be a vital asset as we
work to give Louisiana’s children
the services they deserve.”

Before her interim leadership
role, Ricks served as DCFS deputy
secretary since 2016. She was pre-
viously the undersecretary of the
department from 2004 to 2008 when
it was known as the Department for
Social Services. In the interim, Ricks
was the head of human resources for
Baton Rouge Community College
and general counsel for the Loui-
siana Housing Corp.

Brunson joined DCFS last
year as its special projects officer
in the Child Welfare division. Prior
to that she was the governor’s direc-
tor of Women’s Policy since 2019.
Brunson also spent 16 years with
Prevent Child Abuse Louisiana.
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Freeze warning across Louisiana
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In this Dec. 8, 2017 photo, snow blankets Interstate 12 near Hammond, La., during a rare freeze event. Louisiana is again bracing for a rare hard freeze
beginning Friday, Dec. 23, 2022. (Photo credit: Wes Muller/Louisiana llluminator)

Weather Service urges residents to prepare

BY: WESLEY MULLER
Louisiana Illuminator

Louisiana is bracing for an
Arctic blast expected to freeze most
of the state early Friday morning,
plunging temperatures into the low
teens through Christmas Eve.

The National Weather Service
and state officials are urging resi-
dents across the state to complete
cold-weather preparations no later
than Thursday. The threatening
weather comes just one week after
tornadoes tore through Louisiana,
killing three people and damag-
ing areas in Jefferson, St. Bernard,
Caddo and other parishes.

Most of the state will experi-
ence a hard freeze after midnight
Thursday as a frigid Arctic air mass
envelops the northern Gulf Coast
into the weekend. Temperatures in
the teens with “dangerously cold
wind chills” in the single digits are
likely Friday morning, according to
the NWS station in New Orleans.

Areas north of Lake Pontchar-
train from Slidell to Baton Rouge
could see temperatures as low as

Gov. John Bel Edwards issued a statement Tuesday, urging all residents
across the state to prepare for the freeze by insulating pipes and checking

on neighbors and relatives.

11 to 13 degrees, and New Orleans
will see lows around 20 degrees.

Mid-day Friday temperatures
are forecast to inch up but may not
break above freezing and will plum-

met again Friday night with lows
in the teens and dangerous wind
chills in the single digits. Highs
may break above freezing Saturday
afternoon.

NWS stations in Shreveport,
Lake Charles and Jackson, Missis-
sippi, have issued similar freeze
warnings for those areas.

Portions of north Louisiana
along or north of Interstate 20 could
stay below freezing for up to 60
hours starting Thursday night.

Southwest Louisiana could
see hazardous temperatures through
the Christmas holiday weekend
with prolonged hard freeze condi-
tions and lows in the single digits
possible.

In Mississippi, low temper-
atures will range from the single
digits in the north to the teens along
the coast.

The freeze warnings will re-
main in effect until 6 a.m. Sunday
for most areas. The cold tempera-
tures could burst outdoor pipes,
kill crops and vegetation and cause
hypothermia in humans and ani-
mals, the NWS warned.

Gov. John Bel Edwards is-
sued a statement Tuesday, urging
all residents across the state to pre-
pare for the freeze by insulating
pipes and checking on neighbors
and relatives.

“I urge every Louisianan to

See FREEZE, on page 2

Mayor’s Office
of Homeland
Security,
Emergency
Preparedness

BATON
ROUGE, La —
The National
Weather Service
in New Orleans
is forecasting an
arctic air mass

to move through

the Baton Rouge

area Thursday —
evening through Mayor
Saturday bring- Sharon
ing bitterly cold — Weston
temperatures. Broome

Currently, the

coldest night is forecasted to be
Friday night. Lows could reach the
teens for some areas, with wind
chill values in the single digits to
near zero possible. Although it will
be bitterly cold, the NWS is forecast-
ing dry weather for our area over the
holiday weekend.

Mayor-President Sharon Weston
Broome and The Mayor’s Office of
Homeland Security and Emergency
Preparedness (MOHSEP) are closely
monitoring the latest weather fore-
casts. Mayor-President Sharon
Weston Broome advises residents
to have their winter weather prepa-
rations in place: “Remember to in-
clude your family, pets, pipes, and
plants in your plans. These colder
temperatures will increase the use of
gas appliances; if these appliances are
not working properly it could lead to
carbon monoxide (CO) production.
Test your CO and smoke detectors
to ensure they are in proper working
condition. Plan to stay indoors for
holiday weekend activities.”

Residents are urged to use the
following Red Stick Ready winter
weather tips when preparing for the
upcoming cold temperatures:

Red Stick Ready Winter Weather
Tips:

* Be aware of the symptoms of
hypothermia and seek medical atten-

See MRYOR, on page 6

House Committee Details the Charges Referred to DOJ Against Donald Trump

Chaired by Rep. Bennie
Thompson (D-Mississippi)
and vice chair Rep. Liz
Cheney (R-Wyoming), the
committee released a 161-
page summary that focused
on Trump's involvement in
the effort to overturn his
2020 election loss to
President Joe Biden.

BY STACY M. BROWN
NNPA Newswire
Senior National Correspondent

Donald Trump, who holds the
ignominious distinction of being the
only twice-impeached U.S. presi-
dent, has become the first com-
mander-in-chief to have criminal
charges referred against him.

The dubious achievement oc-
curred on Monday, Dec. 19, when
the House Select Committee inves-
tigating the Jan. 6 riot at the U.S.
Capitol formally requested that the
U.S. Department of Justice charge
Trump with inciting, assisting, or
engaging in insurrection against
the United States and “giving aid
or comfort” to an insurrection.

A mo of pro- Trump supporters tned to stop Congress from votlng to certify the Electoral CoIIege votes on Jan. 6
2020, declaring Joe Biden winner of the presidential election. (Photo by Alex Kent)

Chaired by Rep. Bennie
Thompson (D-Mississippi) and
vice chair Rep. Liz Cheney (R-
Wyoming), the committee released a
161-page summary that focused on

Trump’s involvement in the effort
to overturn his 2020 election loss to
President Joe Biden.

The committee concluded that
Trump’s efforts “makes him respon-

sible for the violence that unfolded,
and unfit to hold office.”

The panel then laid out a crimi-
nal case for the Justice Department,
including a cache of evidence.

Mississippi Rep. Bennie Thompson,
the Democratic chairman of the House
Homeland Security committee, accused
Donald Trump in a federal lawsuit on
Tuesday of inciting the deadly insurrec-
tion at the U.S. Capitol. Photo courtesy
Bennie Thompson

Based upon the assembled evi-
dence, the committee has reached a
series of specific findings, including
the following 17 powerful conclu-
sions against Trump:

* Beginning election night and
continuing through January 6th
and thereafter, Trump purposely
disseminated false allegations of

See GOMMITTEE, on page 3
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Edwards intends to ask legislators for rape,
Incest exceptions to Louisiana’s abortion ban

Louisiana Gov. John Bel Edwards gives his annual end-of-year press conference at the Governor’s Mansion (Piper

Hutchinson/Louisiana llluminator)

BY: PIPER HUTCHINSON
Louisiana Illuminator

Louisiana Gov. John Bel Ed-
wards announced at his annual end
of year press conference Monday
that he will ask legislators to add
exceptions for rape and incest to
Louisiana’s abortion ban.

Edwards said that while there
have been some hiccups, when
people were denied abortion access
in Louisiana when they probably
shouldn’t have, the post-Roe tran-
sition has been relatively smooth.

“I continue to believe that we
should have an exception for rape
and incest,” Edwards said. “So that’s
something that we’ll ask the legisla-
ture to put in place in statute when
the session starts in April.”

Edwards has previously signed
abortion restrictions into law that
did not have exceptions for rape or

and the Hafpiest of
New Years

DIXIE ELECTRIC MEMBEREHIF CORPORATION

incest. The governor also confirmed
he does not believe a special session
is necessary to fund the state’s incen-
tive program to lure more insurers
to the state. Instead, the money can
be easily appropriated at the start of
the regular session, he said

At Thursday’s meeting of the
Revenue Estimating Committee, In-
surance Commissioner Jim Donelon
asked for a special session to be con-
vened, but neither lawmakers nor the
governor have expressed support.

“Obviously this is a crisis situ-
ation,” Edwards said. “We’re gonna
have to do something and we look
forward to working with him, but I
don’t see a special session to do this.”

Edwards also raised concerns
with state Rep. Richard Nelson’s,
R-Mandeville, plan to eliminate the
state income tax.

“The challenge I have is im-
mediately people talk about getting

rid of the income tax but they’re not
talking about the funding necessary
to replace it,” Edwards said.

Nelson has suggested the state
eliminate many of its industrial tax
exemptions to help make up for the
lost income tax.

“I'don’t believe that that’s going
to happen this year because I don’t
see a balanced approach to it,” Ed-
wards said.

The governor also said he in-
tends to appear before a legislative
committee investigating an alleged
State Police cover-up in the May
2019 death of Black motorist Ronald
Greene at the hands of white law
enforcement officers if requested.
Four state troopers and a Union Par-
ish sheriff’s deputy were indicted
Thursday in connection to Greene’s
death. Edwards was scheduled to
appear before the committee last
month but had a scheduling conflict.

Over 100 families Blessed With
Free Clothing for the Holidays

Parenting Wisely, a program of Mirror of
Grace Outreach Hosted Christmas Giveaway

it

Dr. Patricia Norwood and a few of the children from the giveaway pose

with the Grinch.

BATON ROUGE, La. —,0On
Tuesday, December 20, 2022
families from the Baton Rouge
area braved the cold and the rain.
Founder of Mirror of Grace Dr.
Patricia Harrel Norwood, had
never experienced rain on event
day. “We usually host this event
outdoors,” Norwood stated. How-

ever, this year, with a quick shift
in plans and help from a host of
volunteers, The event was moved
indoors in time for the families.
The giveaway, a Parenting Wisely
event, provided new clothing and

See HOLIDAYS, on page 6

FREEZE from page 1

prepare for the approaching Arctic
outbreak and be ready to protect the
four P’s — people, pets, plants, and
pipes,” Edwards said. “Be sure to
cover or insulate all exposed pipes
and prepare for the possibility of
cutting off your main water supply
if you have a problem. And as al-
ways, please check on your friends,
neighbors or family members that
may struggle with these weather
conditions. For information on
warming stations or assistance in
creating a severe weather plan, visit
www.getagameplan.org.”

The winter storm will grip
most of the country. The NWS
has issued warnings for a large
swath of the lower 48 from the
Canadian border to the Gulf Coast.
Blizzard conditions are expected

from the Central Plains to the Great
Lakes, strong winds and danger-
ous coastal flooding are possible in
New England, while freezing rain
and heavy snowfall could impact
the Mid-Atlantic region.

Wind chill values could reach
minus 70 degrees throughout parts
of the central High Plains, and
widespread wind chills below zero
are forecast to extend as far south as
Texas and parts of the Deep South
through the end of the week.

“Cold of this magnitude could
lead to frostbite on exposed skin
within minutes, as well as hypo-
thermia and death if exposure is
prolonged,” the NWS said in its
warning. “Livestock interests will
also be severely impacted and dan-
gers could be exacerbated if power
outages occur.”
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Ocean State Job Lot Sends Tractor Trailer of Coats,
Blankets, Toys to Louisiana Cajun Navy in Baton Rouge

o

S

A worker from the Louisiana Cajun Navy helps unload boxes off from the Ocean State Job Lot truck.

OSJL’s philanthropic partner’s
warehouse hit hard by recent tor-
nado; delivery will help replace lost
items, including Christmas gifts for
children in need

A tornado affected the ware-
house of Ocean State Job Lot
(OSJL) philanthropic partner, the
Louisiana Cajun Navy (LCN),
where the organization was stor-

ing a variety of products to support
tornadoes and hurricane victims,
including Christmas gifts for
children in need. Many areas are
experiencing unseasonably cold
weather in the state of Louisiana,
down to freezing temperatures,
which makes communities par-
ticularly vulnerable.

LCN's mission is "to help the

people who can't get help, not only
in the wake of disaster, but in ev-
eryday life." The organization is
operated by kindhearted volunteers
who "rescue, relieve and rebuild"
when the community needs help.
OSJL previously partnered with
LCN volunteers to distribute much-
needed supplies during the after-
math of Hurricane Ian.

Louisiana Secretary of State Kyle
Ardoin, State Representative Daryl
Deshotel to Pursue Legislation to
Ban Tiktok on State Devices

BATON ROUGE, La. —
Today, Secretary of State Kyle
Ardoin and District 28 State
Representative Daryl Deshotel
announced that they would pursue
legislation in 2023 to ban TikTok
on all state-owned devices.

“TikTok is a clear and present
danger to our national security and
election integrity,” Representa-
tive Deshotel said. “TikTok is a
Chinese company with close ties
to the Chinese Communist Party.
The last thing we need to do is
give them access to the data on
our state devices. We have seen
first-hand that foreign agents
will go to any length necessary
to gather important intelligence
on the United States using social
media applications and sophis-
ticated data collection. This is a
commonsense piece of legisla-
tion.”

“T am grateful to be teaming
up with Representative Deshotel
after his announcement that he
would pre-file a bill to ban the
Chinese-owned TikTok on state-
issued devices. TikTok is a threat
to our citizens' personal data and
has no business on any device
owned by the State of Louisiana,”
Ardoin said. “Representative De-
shotel and I believe we should be
doing everything we can to pro-
tect our constituents’ personally
identifiable information. This bill
will help do just that.”

Earlier this week, Secretary
Ardoin announced that he was
banning TikTok on Department
of State-owned devices and wrote
to Governor John Bel Edwards
urging him to issue a ban on all
state-owned devices.

Now, OSJL is stepping up to
provide aid to the LCN by sending
a tractor-trailer truck filled with
warm blankets, winter coats, toys
and dolls to Baton Rouge, Loui-
siana on Monday, December 19.
The truck arrived in Louisiana on
Wednesday, December 21, so the
LCN can distribute the items to
those in need prior to Christmas.

FRANK O's
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fraud related to the 2020 Presidential
election to aid his effort to overturn
the election and for purposes of so-
liciting contributions. “These false
claims provoked his supporters to
violence on January 6th,” the com-
mittee determined.

* Knowing that he and his sup-
porters had lost dozens of election
lawsuits, and despite his own senior
advisors refuting his election fraud
claims and urging him to concede
his election loss, Trump refused to
accept the lawful result of the 2020
election. Rather than honor his con-
stitutional obligation to “take Care
that the Laws be faithfully executed,”
President Trump instead plotted to
overturn the election outcome.

* Despite knowing that such an
action would be illegal, and that no
State had or would submit an altered
electoral slate, Trump corruptly pres-
sured Vice President Mike Pence to
refuse to count electoral votes during
Congress’s joint session on January
6th.

e Trump sought to corrupt the
U.S. Department of Justice by at-
tempting to enlist Department offi-
cials to make purposely false state-
ments and thereby aid his effort to
overturn the Presidential election.
After that effort failed, Trump of-
fered the position of Acting Attorney
General to Jeff Clark knowing that
Clark intended to disseminate false
information aimed at overturning the
election.

» Without any evidentiary basis
and contrary to State and Federal law,
Trump unlawfully pressured State
officials and legislators to change the
results of the election in their States.

e Trump oversaw an effort to
obtain and transmit false electoral
certificates to Congress and the Na-
tional Archives.

* Trump pressured Members of
Congress to object to valid slates of
electors from several States.

 Trump purposely verified false
information filed in Federal court.

e Based on false allegations
that the election was stolen, Trump
summoned tens of thousands of
supporters to Washington for Janu-
ary 6th. Although these supporters

were angry and some were armed,
Trump instructed them to march to
the Capitol on January 6th to “take
back” their country.

* Knowing that a violent at-
tack on the Capitol was underway
and knowing that his words would
incite further violence, Trump pur-
posely sent a social media message
publicly condemning Vice President
Pence at 2:24 p.m. on January 6th.

¢ Knowing that violence was
underway at the Capitol, and despite
his duty to ensure that the laws are
faithfully executed, Trump refused
repeated requests over a multiple
hour period that he instruct his vio-
lent supporters to disperse and leave
the Capitol, and instead watched the
violent attack unfold on television.
This failure to act perpetuated the
violence at the Capitol and obstructed
Congress’s proceeding to count elec-
toral votes.

* Each of these actions by Trump
was taken in support of a multi-part
conspiracy to overturn the lawful re-
sults of the 2020 Presidential election.

e The intelligence community
and law enforcement agencies did
successfully detect the planning for
potential violence on January 6th,
including planning specifically by
the Proud Boys and Oath Keeper
militia groups who ultimately led
the attack on the Capitol. As Janu-
ary 6th approached, the intelligence
specifically identified the potential
for violence at the U.S. Capitol. This
intelligence was shared within the
executive branch, including with the
Secret Service and the President’s
National Security Council.

e Intelligence gathered in ad-
vance of January 6th did not support
aconclusion that Antifa or other left-
wing groups would likely engage in
a violent counterdemonstration, or
attack Trump supporters on January
6th. Indeed, intelligence from Janu-
ary Sthindicated that some left-wing
groups were instructing their mem-
bers to “stay at home” and not attend
on January 6th.20 Ultimately, none
of these groups was involved to any
material extent with the attack on the
Capitol on January 6th.

* Neither the intelligence com-
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munity nor law enforcement obtained
intelligence in advance of January
6th on the full extent of the ongo-
ing planning by President Trump,
John Eastman, Rudolph Giuliani and
their associates to overturn the certi-
fied election results. Such agencies
apparently did not (and potentially
could not) anticipate the provoca-
tion President Trump would offer the
crowd in his Ellipse speech, that Presi-
dent Trump would “spontaneously”
instruct the crowd to march to the
Capitol, that President Trump would
exacerbate the violent riot by send-
ing his 2:24 p.m. tweet condemning
Vice President Pence, or the full scale
of the violence and lawlessness that
would ensue. Nor did law enforce-
ment anticipate that President Trump
would refuse to direct his supporters
to leave the Capitol once violence
began. No intelligence community
advance analysis predicted exactly
how President Trump would behave;
no such analysis recognized the full
scale and extent of the threat to the
Capitol on January 6th.

* Hundreds of Capitol and DC
Metropolitan police officers per-
formed their duties bravely on January
6th, and America owes those indi-
vidual immense gratitude for their
courage in the defense of Congress
and our Constitution. Without their
bravery, January 6th would have been
far worse. Although certain members
of the Capitol Police leadership re-
garded their approach to January 6th
as “all hands-on deck,” the Capitol
Police leadership did not have suf-
ficient assets in place to address the
violent and lawless crowd.

* Capitol Police leadership did
not anticipate the scale of the vio-
lence that would ensue after Presi-
dent Trump instructed tens of thou-
sands of his supporters in the Ellipse
crowd to march to the Capitol, and
then tweeted at 2:24 p.m. Although
Chief Steven Sund raised the idea of
National Guard support, the Capitol
Police Board did not request Guard
assistance prior to January 6th. The
Metropolitan Police took an even
more proactive approach to Janu-
ary 6th, and deployed roughly 800

LACY BAAHETH

officers, including responding to
the emergency calls for help at the
Capitol. Rioters still managed to
break their line in certain locations,
when the crowd surged forward in
the immediate aftermath of Trump’s
2:24 p.m. tweet. The Department of
Justice readied a group of Federal
agents at Quantico and in the District
of Columbia, anticipating that Janu-
ary 6th could become violent, and
then deployed those agents once it
became clear that police at the Capitol
were overwhelmed. Agents from the
Department of Homeland Security

See GOMMITTEE, on page 6
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Receiving the Spirit of Christmas

Written by Creflo A. Dollar

I want to show you how to have
a "Mary" Christmas - as in the Virgin
Mary. I am not trying to exalt Mary
above Jesus or claim that she is a
deity. That would be unscriptural.
Rather, I want to show you how to
connect to the same supernatural
power that Mary connected to.

The prophet
Isaiah foretold
that a virgin
would conceive
and give birth
to a son Whose
name would
be called "Im-
manuel" or |
"God with us" =
(Isa. 7:14; Matt. I

rero
Dollar

1:20- 23).

Can you
imagine what
Mary had to
deal with? When the angel Gabriel
informed her that she would give
birth to the Savior of the world, I'm
sure she had to fight off doubt and
fear. I'm sure she wondered, "What
will people think?"

Mary had to be strong no matter
what others said. She heard from God
and chose to trust Him. Conception
took place resulting in a supernatural
birth that still goes against human
reasoning.

According to His Word

The key to Mary's supernatural
conception was that she received
God's Word. She said, "For with God
nothing is ever impossible and no
word from God shall be without
power or impossible of fulfillment"
(Luke 1:37 AMP). God specializes in
doing supernatural things that seem
impossible (Matt. 19:26; 1 Cor. 1:27).

In Luke 1:38, we see that Mary
received the spiritual truth of God's
Word by saying, "...Behold the

handmaid of the Lord: be it unto
me according to thy word...." In
essence, she was saying, "Lord,
I'm Your servant. Use me to fulfill
Your will for my life and the world.
I believe I receive Your Word and
that settles it!"

That's the attitude you should
have. If what God speaks to your
heart or through His Word contra-
dicts your reasoning, don't debate
with it. Receive it by faith as Mary
did, and allow the power of God to
work in your life. When you receive
the spiritual truth of the Word, you
receive the true spirit of Christmas;
you receive the life that Christ Jesus
came to give you (John 10:10).

When it seems like you're sink-
ing deeper into debt, or when your
body is under attack, receive the truth
of God's Word. It says that you have
been redeemed from the curse of
poverty, sickness and spiritual death
(Gal. 3:13).

The facts may show that you're
broke and sick; however, that's not
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the truth. God's Word is truth (John
17:17). You are what it says you are.
You can have what it says you can
have. And you can do what it says
you can do!

Receiving the truth of God's
Word is vital. First Thessalonians
2:13 in The Amplified Bible says,

When you received the mes-
sage of God...you welcomed it not
as the word of [mere] men, but as
it truly is, the Word of God, which
is effectually at work in you who
believe [exercising its superhuman
power in those who adhere to and
trust in and rely on it].

The Only Way To Victory

Like Mary, you must make
God's Word the final authority in
your life. Conduct your finances,
health, marriage and the raising of
your children by the Word. That's the
only way you're going to experience
His supernatural power.

The Word of God is "seed"
(Luke 8:11; 1 Peter 1:23) and it

PRESS CHURCH & PLACES TO WORSHIP

DIRECTORY

ReachiThousandsiWeekly: €Call225-775-2002
toltakeradvantage oflourn'specialirates

Not forsaking the assembling of.ourselvesitogetheryasithelmanneriof'some; but exhorting

produces a harvest. Just as it only
takes one sperm out of millions to
cause conception to take place in a
woman's womb, it only takes one
word from God to be implanted in
your spirit to cause conception. One
word from God will change your
entire life!

Perhaps there are things that
you have been praying about for
quite some time, but have not seen
any results. Don't give up, cave in or
quit! Don't abort by confessing that
the Word isn't working or that you
don't deserve the goodness of God.

Righteous people don't talk that
way. They speak faith and patiently
await the birth (manifestation) of
God's Word in their lives.

The Word of God has a due
season of manifestation (Titus 1:3;
1 Peter 5:6), so wait patiently for
it. Due season always comes! This
holiday season is a good time to
receive God's goodness!

Good Shepherd Full Gospel B.C.
The People’s Church

2865 Mission Drive  Baton Rouge, 70805 ¢ Telephone (225)356-5873
Bishop H. Hayes, Pastor

Hour of Power
Sunday Schoo
Church Servic

Communion Service .
Bible Study Wednesda
Sister/Brotherhood Meeting

4524 East Brookstone Drive
Baton Rouge, LA 70805
www.occbr.org
See Website for Service
and Streaming Live Times

ASIS

CHRISTIAN CHURCH /¢

BISHOP CHARLES E. WALLACE, PASTOR

CAMPHOR MEMORIAL

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
8742 Scenic Highway - Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807

THE BRWEEKLY PRESS CHURCH

KingdomLife Family Center| | ‘- So0irhn, EorisE Youn

Sundays at 10am

Telephone: (225) 775-4106 » Fax: (225) 615-8359 1 ¢ Church Services and
Rev. Kermit Curtis “KC” Roberson, M.Div., MPA Senior Pastor Wednesday Inspirational R b programs STARTING AT ONLY
Service 7pm . .
SUNAAY SCHOO] ....oooeveeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 9:30 a.m. S e S S, . Stream_lng L|\_le _URL
Worship Service.............. Ist, 3rd. & 4th Sundays ........... 10:55 am. e Women's Ministry 2nd Saturday's ° FREE flrst prlonty
Contemporary Worship ......... 2nd & 5th Sunday................. 8:00 a.m per Week

BISHOP DESIGNATE DOROTHY DANIEL announcement place

SENIOR PASTOR

(And any Sunday that falls on a Holiday)
Bible Study........ Wednesday, Men’s Mid-Day Study....... 12:00 p.m.
Disciple Bible Study................. Wednesday .......cccevevenene 5:30 p.m.
Prayer Ministry........ccccecevcncnens Tuesday ......ccoevvevvenenncnne. 6:00 p.m.

8894 AIRLINE HWY. BATON ROUGE, LA 70815
www.kingdomlifebr.com

For details call 225.775.2002

ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH

Dr. Donald R. Ruth, Pastor
820 New Rafe Mayer Road
Baton Rouge, LA 70807
Phone: 225-775-9756

Web Address: saintjohnbc.org

NEW BIRTH

FULL GOSPEL MINISTRIES

1283 Rosenwald Road
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807

Bishop I. J. Payne, Pastor

'THE NEW LIFE' Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.
— 2 Corinthians 5:17

NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH

5856 Greenwell Springs Road ¢ Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806
Telephone: (225) 926-0246 * Facsimile: (225) 925-8022

SUNDAY SUNDAY \
Toll Free: 888-700-6174
WORSHIP SCHOOL Websites: www.newhopebr.com
Every Sunday Every Sunday
B at9=30 AM. Rev. Leo Cyrus Sr., Pastor
I HoUR O CHURCH SCHEDULE
COMMUNION POW]ER Sunday MOMIng WOISHID ... 10:45 AM
Every Fri :
QR sy o LOTEES SUDDBT . 31d Sundays
SUMTAYOIBNOQ! 5150 5505 e 5 9:30 AM
PTAYBT SBIVICE ...ooooeoeeee et Wed. @ 6:00 PM
Dr. Donald Ruth, Pastor BIDIE SHUGY....oee e Wed- @ 7:00 PM

Worship Times:
Mission Statement: New Hope Baptist Church is a family of baptized believers
who worship the Lord our God in spiritand in truth, teach the saved to reach the
lost and minister to the needs of others, while encouraging one another through
acts of love and living in obedience to Gods Word

CrossWalk Classes: Sundays 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM
Sunday Worship Experience: 11:00 AM

. Uplift Training: Thursdays 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Radio Broadcast 1st and 3rd Sunday WXOK at 8:00am
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BETTER TOGETHER

I can help you protect more than youd expect. I also have lots of ways
to help you save when you bundle your polices. Get the savings you
deserve. Call or stop by my office for a free quote.
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AGNES SMITH ANDREWS

Insurance Agent/Owner

214 S. Acadian Thruway
Baton Rouge LA 70806

Phone: 225.383.0877
Fax: 225.383.0877
Claims: 225.383.0877

Email: AgnesAndrews@Allstate.com A I I State ®

www.allstateagencies.com/agnesandrews You're in good hands.
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Pave Your Road
To Financial
Independence With

a Ticket To Work
Service Provider

This year marks the 30th an-
niversary of the Americans with
Disabilities Act. This law mandates
equal opportunities for people with
disabilities in all areas of public life,
including jobs, schools, transpor-
tation, and all public and private
places that are open to the public.
In observing this legal milestone,
we recognize that employment is a
key step toward financial indepen-
dence. Having a job and earning a
paycheck can put you in a better
position to make financial deci-
sions to build your future. Social
Security’s Ticket to Work (Ticket)
Program provides free employment
services and supports to disability
beneficiaries ages 18 through 64.
In addition to services that promote
personal savings, improve money
management and budgeting, many
Ticket Program service providers
offer benefits counseling to help you
understand how working will affect
your benefits.

They can advise you on your
eligibility for other state and local
programs and offer information
about how work affects those pro-
grams. Social Security also offers
Work Incentives that may make it
possible to explore work and still
receive some or all of your benefits
and Medicare or Medicaid cover-
age.

The road to financial indepen-
dence typically starts with making
a budget, which helps you to keep
track of your money, prioritize
spending and set financial goals.
Ticket Program service providers
can offer financial counseling or con-
nect you with another organization
that can help.

Once you have a job, good
savings habits are key to becom-
ing financially independent. If your
disability began before age 26, you
may be eligible to contribute to an
ABLE Account, a tax-advantaged
account that can fund disability-
related expenses.

For more information about
the Ticket Program, call the Help
Line at 1-866-968-7842 or 1-866-
833-2967 (TTY), Monday through
Friday, 8 a.m.to 8 p.m. ET. You can
also visit choosework.ssa.gov and
use the self-service Find Help tool
to locate approved providers.

Unemployment fraud schemes detailed

In new Legislative Auditor reports

BY: GREG LAROSE
Louisiana Illuminator

New reports the Louisiana
Legislative Auditor released
Monday detail fraud schemes that
swindled more than $320,000 in
unemployment payments in 2020
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

The head of the Louisiana
Workforce Commission, which
oversees the state’s unemploy-
ment system, says the reports are
not new investigatory revelations
but the result of its cooperation with
auditors to identify how scammers
were able to pilfer money.

One report explained how
49 separate claims were made
to siphon more than $151,000 in
pandemic unemployment benefits.
Most of the claimants’ names and
Social Security numbers did not
correspond to a Louisiana driver’s
license or identification card, and
the majority of these claimants
reported no wage income

LWC records show the claim-
ants used the same or similar mail-
ing addresses. They also used the
same internet protocol (IP) ad-
dresses to change their names,
contact information and bank ac-
count details.

Auditors found 43 of LWC
claimants’ accounts were accessed
within minutes of each other from
the same IP address the original
claimant used to direct $53,099 in
benefits to at least two bank ac-
counts held by family members.
A total of 25 claimants received
benefits totaling $79,891 on debit
cards used to withdraw cash at the
same locations and times when the
original claimant used a debit card
to withdraw cash.

According to Legislative Au-
ditor Mike Waguespack, copies of
the report have been provided to
district attorneys in East Baton
Rouge, Jefferson and Orleans
parishes for the consideration of
criminal charges that include fraud
and identity theft.

A separate report explained
how a claimant obtained $87,380 in
unemployment benefits on behalf
of 10 people other than himself. Six
of the recipients were in Louisiana,
and the other four were from outside
the state.

Seven of the 10 claimants’

(Wesley Muller/Louisiana llluminator)

LWC accounts were accessed from
the same IP address the original
claimant used. The mailing ad-
dresses for the seven accounts were
changed to the original claimant’s
mailing address before they were
sent debit cards. Records show
the seven debit cards were used
to withdraw cash at the same lo-
cations and times that the original
claimant obtained cash.

One of the out-of-state claim-
ants told the auditor her identity
had been stolen and that she had
contacted the Louisiana Workforce
Commission after receiving an
income tax form for the benefits
she received. Another out-of-state
claimant said he was indeed unem-
ployed but had applied for and re-
ceived benefits from Massachusetts,
the state where he lives. His identity
was used although he had never
worked in or been to Louisiana.

A third report focused on a
woman who fraudulently obtained
pandemic unemployment benefits
totaling $81,786 on behalf of 10

claimants. The auditor reached
four claimants who said they did
not know their identity had been
stolen. A fifth claimant had died
several years ago.

In each of her written re-
sponses to the Legislative Audi-
tor’s reports, LWC Secretary Ava
Cates says the recommendations for
her department the auditor includes
in each one “closely resemble a
mere recitation of our current pro-
cesses.” She added that her staff
was in “routine contact” with
the Legislative Auditor’s team to
discuss hold times at LWC’s call
center, claim payment delays and
suspected fraud.

The fraud attempts cited in the
reports were made shortly after the
pandemic unemployment assistant
program was launched in 2020, and
none of the claimants in question
would have qualified for regular
state unemployment assistance,
she said.

MAYOR from page 1

tion immediately if you notice any
signs and the person’s temperature
is below 95° F.

e In adults, warning signs
of hypothermia include shiver-
ing, exhaustion or feeling very
tired, confusion, fumbling hands,
memory loss, slurred speech, and
drowsiness.

e In babies, signs include
bright red, cold skin, and very
low energy.

* Check on elderly friends and
neighbors often to make sure their
homes are heated properly.

* Prepare your home to keep
out the cold air with insulation,
caulking and weather stripping.

* Install and test smoke alarms
and carbon monoxide detectors
with battery backups.

* Keep in mind each person’s
specific needs, including medica-
tion.

e If you plan to use a wood
stove, fireplace, or space heater,
be extremely careful. Follow the

COMMITTEE from page 3

manufacturer's instructions and
remember these safety tips:

* Keep heat sources, like space
heaters, at least 3 feet away from
drapes, furniture, or bedding. Never
cover your space heater.

* Avoid using extension cords
to plug in your space heater.

o If your space heater has a
damaged electrical cord or produces
sparks, do not use it.

¢ Dress in layers to keep your-
self warm.

* Bring your pets inside when
possible.

* Protect, cover, or wrap your
pipes.

* Protect your plants as nec-

essary.

For further information follow
“Red Stick Ready” on Facebook
and Twitter @RedStickReady and
download the Red Stick Ready mo-
bile application - free on Apple and
Android devices by searching "Red
Stick Ready".

were also deployed to assist.

¢ President Trump had author-
ity and responsibility to direct de-
ployment of the National Guard
in the District of Columbia, but
never gave any order to deploy
the National Guard on January
6th or on any other day. Nor did
he instruct any Federal law enforce-
ment agency to assist. Because the
authority to deploy the National
Guard had been delegated to
the Department of Defense, the
Secretary of Defense could, and
ultimately did deploy the Guard.
Although evidence identifies a
likely miscommunication between
members of the civilian leadership
in the Department of Defense
impacting the timing of deploy-
ment, the Committee has found
no evidence that the Department
of Defense intentionally delayed
deployment of the National Guard.
The Select Committee recognizes
that some at the Department had
genuine concerns, counseling cau-
tion, that President Trump might

HOLIDAYS from page 2

household items for families in
need for the holidays.

This event was sponsored by
Walmart, Louisiana Home Care,
LLC., Capital Area Human Ser-
vices, Fox Pest Control and the
supporters and volunteers of Mir-
ror of Grace.

The Parenting Wisely pro-
gram provides parents with a wide

give a

“An insurrection is a rebellion
against the authority of the United
States,” said Rep. Jamie Raskin
(D-Maryland).

“Itis a grave federal offense
anchored in the Constitution. ...
Anyone who incites others to en-
gage in rebelling, assists them in
doing so or gives aid and comfort
to those engaged in insurrection is
guilty of a federal crime.”

Raskin continued:

“The Committee believes that
more than sufficient evidence exists
for a criminal referral of former
President Trump for assisting or
aiding and comforting those at the
Capitol who engaged in a violent
attack on the United States,” Raskin
continued.

“The Committee has devel-
oped significant evidence that
President Trump intended to disrupt
the peaceful transition of power.”

variety of free child-rearing strate-
gies and skills. Parents need only
to commit to attending all classes.
Those who have attended this
program have found this experi-
ence extremely enlightening and
rewarding. The course certificate
of completion also fulfills all court
mandated parenting class require-
ments. Classes are held at the Eden
Park Library. January classes are
1/10, 1/17 and 1/24. Register on-

See HOLIDAYS, on page 7
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Certified Tax Accountant

M

Cell PH: 407.630.2947

BRIDGET MONTGOMERY

¢

Accounting & Finance Group LLC

4910 Monticello Bivd., Ste C
Baton Rouge, LA 70814

Jayla Naicls

Cleaning Service

Residential & Commercial * General and Full Service
FREE ESTIMATE

225.572.7677 « taylahickman@gmail.com

Tayla Hickman

INNERSPACE

2900 Westford Dr, #401

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70827
Cell: 225.302.4598 « Hm: 225.752.5440
Email: cynthiadunn@innerspacebr.com

CYNTHIA M. DUNN,

REALTOR

TO ADVERTISE HERE, CALL THE BATON ROUGE

WEEKLY PRESS AT 225.775.2002

BRWEEKLYPRESS

BUSINESS/SERVICE DIRECTORY

SPECIALS CALL TO RESERVE YOUR SPACE IN THE BRWEEKLYPRESS

BUSINESS DIRECTORY 225.775.2002 TODAY!

Young Man's Lawn Service, LLC

\ prafessional job, for a reasonable

ee estimates. Commercial :angi:._Res‘i‘duénti_al‘ -
Jeremiah Sadl
Owner

225-400-3862

Yordes Insurance Group<

Gloria Brandon

Life-Health-Annuities-Medicare Options

Independent Insurence Agent

Cell:225.247.6216 | Fax:985.259.8548
gbrandon@lordesig.com

ww lordesig.com

Mult-State

CARL WOODS

President .

GJW Distributors, LLC

Baton Rouge, LA 70816

www.cjwdistributors.com

13937 Malbec Ave.

Ph: 225-292-0305
Cell: 225-405-3427
Fax: 225-292-0307

Email: cjw7@att.net

“Team Working For Success Through Quality Performance”

Civil Engineers Needed
W.T. Winfield, Manager
2622 North Street, Baton Rouge, LA
222-383-0822 or 1-866-324-WTAA Toll Free

/ WTAA ENGINEERS

)/ ENGINEERING CONSULTANTS AND CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT SERVICES
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STYLE AND SOPHISTICATION

Visit The Syle Master
"Mr. Super Cool
Keith B. O'Connor"

6180 Airline Hwy
Baton Rouge, La. 70805

225.357.5796
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line at www.mirrorofgrace.org.

About Mirror of Grace

A local non-profit in Baton
Rouge since 2010, with the motto
of “working to educate and develop
self-sufficiency,” Mirror of Grace
is committed to implementing
educational programs that provide
awareness, opportunities, behavior
development, financial and personal
growth. MOG also assists troubled
youth and their families with de-
veloping positive life skills and
experiences so that they may pur-
sue productive and rewarding lives.
Mirror of Grace may be reached at
225-300-4528, info@mirrorofgrace.
org or via website at www.mirro-
rofgrace.org

. . S
Baker Mayor Darnell Waites and BR Weekly Press and Leaders Publications  Baker Chamber of Commerce annual Holiday Party Chamber members and attendees.
CEO and Publisher Ivory Payne

\‘L;Q]/ CELEBRATING AFRICAN AMERICAN

LEADERS " pxcr) | ENCE PASTAND PRESENT

@JSIANA LEADING LADIES

INAUGURAL EDITION

ON SALE NOW!

Louisiana Leading Ladies The Inaugural Edition features some of Louisiana’s
most influential and affluent African American Women past and present. Call

225.775.2002 or email ivory@brweeklypress.com

et
EXCELLEN
 PAST & PRESEN
Foreword By Introduction By
SHARON WESTON BROOME SEN. REGINA ASHFORD BARROW

Mayor President Lovisiana State Senate
Baton Rouge, Loussiana Dislrict 15

Lifetime Achievement Official Greeling By
BERNETTE JOSHUA JOHHSON CONGRESSWOMAN JOYCE BEATTY

Louisiana Supreme Court Congressional Black Caucus
Justice, Relired Chairperson

Elegant Commemorative Leaders Wall
Plague $220.00 Commemorate your
inclusion with this elegant custom plaque
for your office or home wall.This beautiful
plaque includes the cover of the 2020-23
Louisiana Leading Ladies and your biog-
raphy mounted on a 12 x 15 high-quality
Black Wood and finished gold foil
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U.S. House Committee Says Washington
Commanders, NFL, Permitted and Participated
in Troubling Conduct for more than Two Decades

BY STACY M. BROWN
NNPA Newswire Senior
National Correspondent

A toxic work culture harmed
dozens of Washington Commanders
football team employees for over
two decades.

And team owner, Daniel Sny-
der, permitted and participated in
the troubling conduct,a U.S. House
Oversight Commiittee said in a scath-
ing report released on Thursday.

The Committee’s report, titled
“Conduct Detrimental: How the NFL
and the Washington Commanders
Covered Up Decades of Sexual Mis-
conduct,” determined that Snyder
and the National Football League
worked to suppress evidence in the
investigation into the team.

Further, both Snyder and the
NFL tried to cover up sexual harass-
ment claims made against the owner
and the team.

They said Snyder, 58, went to
extraordinary lengths to stall inves-
tigations into him and his team.

“Over 12 months, the Com-
mittee conducted interviews and
depositions, held a roundtable with
former employees who experienced
sexual harassment and assault while
working for the Commanders, and
convened a hearing at which NFL
Commissioner Roger Goodell tes-
tified,” investigators wrote in the
report.

The Committee also released
interim findings and referred in-
formation about potential financial
improprieties to federal and state
law enforcement agencies, which

The Committee’s report, titled “Conduct Detrimental: How the NFL and the
Washington Commanders Covered Up Decades of Sexual Misconduct,” de-
termined that Snyder and the National Football League worked to suppress
evidence in the investigation into the team.

reportedly led to additional investi-
gations by the NFL, state attorneys
general, and the United States Attor-
ney’s Office for the Eastern District
of Virginia.

The Committee’s investigation
also informed legislation introduced
by Chairwoman Carolyn Maloney
(D-N.Y.) and supported by the NFL.
Commissioner to prevent future
workplace misconduct across the
country.

“Despite making public pledges
to cooperate with the Committee’s
investigation, the NFL and the Com-
manders did not fully comply with
the Committee’s requests for docu-
ments and information,” investiga-
tors declared.

“The League, working closely
with the Commanders through a pre-
viously undisclosed common interest
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agreement, refused to produce more
than 40,000 responsive documents,
including the findings of the Wilkin-
son investigation and materials from
Ms. Wilkinson’s files.”

Wilkinson is attorney Beth
Wilkinson, who Snyder first hired
to investigate the team’s workplace
environment. The NFL later took
over the investigation.

House committee investigators
said Snyder owned the team during
the two decades when workplace
misconduct “was rampant in the
organization.”

Snyder “obstructed the Com-
mittee’s inquiry,” investigators
concluded.

They said Snyder refused to
appear and testify at a public hearing
and then sought to avoid service of
a subpoena while abroad on a yacht.

Ultimately, investigators said
he sat for a private deposition but
failed to provide complete testimony.

“Throughout the deposition, he
claimed more than 100 times that he
could not recall the answers to the
Committee’s questions, including
basic inquiries about his role as a
team owner and multiple allegations
of misconduct,” they wrote. “Sny-
der also gave misleading testimony
about his efforts to interfere with the
Wilkinson Investigation.”

Neither Snyder nor the NFL
offered comment.

The team currently is up for
sale with Jay-Z, Byron Allen, and
former star Robert Griffin III, re-
portedly interested in purchasing
the Commanders.

“Today’s report reflects the
damning findings of the Commit-
tee’s year-long investigation and
shows how one of the most pow-
erful organizations in America, the
NFL, mishandled pervasive sexual
harassment and misconduct at the
Washington Commanders,” Ma-
honey said.

“Our report tells the story of
a team rife with sexual harassment
and misconduct, a billionaire owner
intent on deflecting blame, and an
influential organization that chose
to cover this up rather than seek
accountability and stand up for
employees.

“To powerful industries across
the country, this report should serve
as a wake-up call that the time of
covering up misconduct to protect
powerful executives is over.”

The Four Power HBGU Conferences
(CIAR, MEAC, SIAC, SWAC) Collective
Work and Responsibility Continues

The Commissioners represent-
ing the four (4) NCAA Histori-
cally Black Athletic Conferences
(HBCUs), Central Intercollegiate
Athletic Association (CIAA),
Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference
(MEAC), Southern Intercollegiate
Athletic Conference (SIAC) and
Southwestern Athletic Confer-
ence (SWAC), have agreed to
partner in more collaborative
ways to strengthen the value of
our HBCU conferences and to pro-
tect and amplify the HBCU brand.
The Commissioners acknowledge
the differences in division, size,
and makeup, but value that our
conferences are the same in our
foundation and mission to serve
and advance students and athletes
at HBCUs.

The power of each of our
brands and institutions mobilize
Black culture, tourism, and com-
munities. In 2017, the United
Negro College Fund documented
in a collective economic impact
report that HBCUs are contributing
$14.8 billion in economic impact.
Collectively, in our membership
footprint from north to south, the
four Power conferences institutions
economic value ranges from 22
million to 1.5 billion in our HBCU
communities. We agree that we
are here to advance the mission of
our institutions as members of the
NCAA and to support the center of
what brings us all together, Black
College Sports!

Over the past three years, the
four conferences have met and
worked together collaboratively
to identify immediate and future
opportunities that align with our
conference strategies. This includes
our partnership with the NFL,
Black College Hall of Fame, the
NCAA office of Inclusion, cham-
pionships and selective events that
support our mission and student-
athletes in higher education.

Additionally, both the Com-
missioners of the CIAA and SIAC
attended and supported their col-

leagues at the MEAC/SWAC Chal-
lenge and the Celebration Bowls.
These events have inspired SIAC
Commissioner Holloman and CIAA
Commissioner McWilliams-Parker
to discuss future Division Il HBCU
initiatives to enhance pre- and post-
season scheduling and competition
and programming. Leadership of
the CIAA and the STAC Board of
Directors met in the summer and
agreed that we must identify op-
portunities to advance our brand
and institutions collectively.

The Commissioners of the
Four (4) Power HBCU Conferences
will continue to meet monthly with
a focused agenda to share ideas,
advocate in spaces that impact
our conferences and institutions,
develop new opportunities, and
expand current programming, and
mostly to engage all four confer-
ence members and leadership
where applicable. We have already
shared in the experience of invit-
ing our members to our individual
events and programs to support
mental health, leadership, career
development and more.

For the 2022 Women Lead-
ers in College Sports, the four
commissioners sponsored and
acknowledged Dr. Javaune Adams-
Gaston, president at Norfolk State
University and appointed ex-officio
member of the NCAA Board of
Governors, as a Title IX50 Trail-
blazer representing the 4 Power
HBCU Conferences. We agree
that we have a collective work
and responsibility in this season
to use our platform, passion, and
presence to advocate and support
the mission of our HBCU institu-
tions and student-athletes in higher
education.
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Paid for by the
U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services.

Updated vaccines protect us against the original
COVID virus and Omicron. Get your updated vaccine

today and protect yourself and those you love.

Find updated COVID vaccines for
everyone 5+ at vaccines.gov




