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Gov. Edwards Not
Renewing COVID
Public Health
Emergency Order

As Loui-
siana and the
nation con-
tinue making
strides in re-
covering from
the COVID-19
pandemic, due
to the signifi-
cant drop in

9

Gov. John

cases and hos-
pitalizations IBe[Edwards
and the wide

availability of
safe and effec-
tive vaccines, for the first time in 24
months, Gov. John Bel Edwards will
not renew his COVID public health
emergency order when it expires this
week. Gov. Edwards made the an-
nouncement today in his address
at the opening of Louisiana’s 2022
Regular Legislative Session.

“On March 11,2020 I signed a
public health emergency for COVID-
19. And while it changed to reflect
the ebb and flow of the pandemic,
it has remained in effect ever since.
This Wednesday, the order expires,
and after 24 months, I will not be
renewing it,” Gov. Edwards said.
“This decision was not made lightly.
I have met with GOHSEP, the De-
partment of Health, the Louisiana
National Guard, and the Division of
Administration to ensure that there
will be no federal aid repercussions
or other adverse consequences from
not renewing the proclamation. I
want to be clear that just because
the proclamation is expiring doesn’t
mean COVID is over. If the circum-
stances call for it, I will not hesitate
to declare another emergency. God
willing, we will never have to see
such difficult mitigation measures
in our state again. Thankfully, at this
time, we are no longer in a crisis. |
don’t know what the future holds,
but I do know that we are in a much
better place today than we were two
years ago.”

Gov. Edwards and his public
health advisors will continue to mon-

See ORDER, on page 3
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Black voters, NAACP sue over
Louisiana Senate and House maps

Plaintiffs argue state lawmakers are legally
required to create more majority-Black districts

The Senate and Governmental Affairs Committee reviews a state Senate redistricting map Feb. 2, 2022. (Greg LaRose/Louisiana llluminator)

“Despite comprising
nearly one-third of
Louisiana’s voting
age population, Black
voters have long been
denied an equal
opportunity to elect
their preferred
candidates,” the
lawsuit states

BY: JULIE ODONOGHUE
Louisiana Illuminator

Four Black residents and two
civil rights organizations filed a
lawsuit Monday in an effort to
block new political maps for the
Louisiana House and Senate from
taking effect.

The plaintiffs allege the
Louisiana Legislature’s new maps,
which are supposed to be used in
the 2023 election cycle, don’t
include enough majority-Black
districts and violate the federal
Voting Rights Act.

They are asking the court to
throw out the approved maps and
to set a “reasonable deadline” for
state government to come up with
new ones. If the state misses that
deadline, plaintiffs have asked the
court to adopt maps that include
three more majority-Black Senate
seats and six to nine more majority-
Black House seats than found on
the current maps.

“Despite comprising nearly
one-third of Louisiana’s voting age
population, Black voters have long
been denied an equal opportunity
to elect their preferred candidates,”

the lawsuit states.

Plaintiffs include Dorothy
Nairne of Assumption Parish, Jar-
rett Lofton of Caddo Parish, Clee
Earnest, Alice Washington of East
Baton Rouge Parish, the Louisi-
ana State Conference of NAACP
and Black Voters Matter Capacity
Building Institute.

Secretary of State Kyle Ar-
doin, the state’s top election of-
ficial, is the lone defendant in the
case.

The American Civil Liberties

See MAPS, on page 3

Louisiana’s Shalanda Young advances toward
Senate confirmation as Biden’s budget director

",-«‘ =

M
- Ms

Shalanda D. Young

Shalanda Youn_c},‘a Louisian_a native, received approval from the U.S. Senate March 15, 2022, to serve as director of the White House Office of Manage-
ment and Budget. (Screenshot, CSPAN)

BY: JENNIFER SHUTT
Louisiana Illuminator

WASHINGTON — The U S.
Senate gave President Joe Biden’s
budget director nominee a first nod
of approval Monday night, voting
to advance her to a final confirma-
tion vote later this week.

The 53-31 vote gives Louisi-
ana native Shalanda Young bipar-
tisan support to become director
of the Office of Management and

Budget, a Cabinet-level agency
that releases the president’s annual
budget request, oversees federal
agencies’ performance and re-
leases statements of administra-
tion policy.

Young, a longtime House
Democratic Appropriations Com-
mittee staffer who worked her way
up the ranks to become staft direc-
torin 2017, was confirmed to the
deputy OMB director role last year.
She has been working as acting

budget director ever since.

“If confirmed, Shalanda
Young would make history as the
very first Black woman confirmed
by the Senate to lead the OMB —
another glass ceiling shattered by
another member of the president’s
historic Cabinet,” Senate Major-
ity Leader Chuck Schumer said
Monday.

Among the Republicans vot-
ing to advance Young’s nomination
Monday evening were Missouri

Sen. Roy Blunt, Louisiana Sen. Bill
Cassidy, Maine Sen. Susan Collins,
South Carolina Sen. Lindsey Gra-
ham, Iowa Sen. Chuck Grassley,
North Dakota Sen. John Hoeven
and Alaska Sen. Lisa Murkowski.

As part of this confirmation
process, Young testified before the
Senate Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs Commit-

See DIRECTOR, on page 2

Mayor Broome
Announces Free
Rffordable
Housing Developer
Informational
Meeting

BATON
ROUGE, La. —
Mayor-President
Sharon Weston
Broome an-
nounced today
the Office of
Community De-
velopment’s De-
veloper Informa-

tional Meeting. Mayor

The meeting is Sh

set for Monday, aron
March 21st with Weston

two sessions Broome
available. The

morning session will take place at
the Goodwood Library in the Main
Meeting Room from 7:30 AM-9:30
AM. The evening session will take
place at the River Center Library in
the 4th Floor Large Meeting Room
from 5:30 PM-7:30 PM.

This meeting is free and open to
the public and is designed to provide
guidance to EBR Parish developers
about funding streams that are avail-
able to support affordable housing
development. Attendees can expect
to engage in conversations around the
EBR Parish Housing Needs Assess-
ment, future funding sources from
City-Parish and State agencies, the
Affordable Housing Grant require-
ments and processes, and private
funding.

Attendees should register at
brla.gov/communitydevelopment

Cheniere’s
Louisiana,
Texas LNG

plants 0K'd for
more exports

The U.S. Department of En-
ergy has given a liquefied natural
gas exporter operating in Louisiana
and Texas permission for additional
sales to every country entirely in
Europe as they seek to move away
from Russian oil and gas because
of that country’s war on Ukraine.

As Europe works to phase out
its reliance on Russian energy, “the
world needs every molecule it can
get” from other sources, said Dustin
Meyer, the American Petroleum
Institute’s vice president for natural
gas markets.

Cheniere Energy Inc. said its
Sabine Pass facility in Louisiana
and its Corpus Christi plant in Texas
have been improved and are making
more gas than covered by previ-
ous export permits. Wednesday’s
orders “will allow for additional
operational flexibility for us and
our customers during this pivotal
time and for decades to come,” it
said in a statement released by a
public relations firm.

U.S. companies are already
exporting at or near their maximum
capacity and Wednesday’s orders
mean “every operating U.S. LNG
export project has approval from
DOE to export its full capacity to
any country where not prohibited
by U.S. law or policy,” the energy
department said in a news release.

It said Cheniere’s plants may
now export the equivalent of 0.72
billion cubic feet (20.4 million cubic
meters) per day of natural gas as
LNG to any country with which
the U.S. does not have a free trade
agreement— including, it noted,
all of Europe.

That works out to about 5.5
metric tons (6 tons) a year,and U.S.

See EXPORTS, on page 2
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Conservative attorneys have filed lawsuits claiming states and local election officials don’t do enough to maintain their
voter rolls, weakening the integrity of elections.(Photo by Drew Angerer/Getty Images)

which federal law allows

The audit also found just 27
records on the voter registration list
were duplicates, just 0.0009% of the
total. State elections staff told audi-
tors their records confirmed none of
the 27 duplicates voted twice in any
election, and that the 27 duplicate
registrations were resolved.

The Louisiana Department
of State fielded 501 election com-
plaints between fiscal years 2017
and 2021, according to the audit.
The largest share, 31%, involved
campaign practices, which covers
allegations ranging from improper
placement of campaign signs to vote
buying and voter intimidation. More
than a quarter of complaints were
about alleged fraud, such as vot-
ers who attempt to cast ballots or
register to vote somewhere other
than the parish or precinct where
they live.

Out of the 501 complaints,
the state’s Elections Compliance
Unit forwarded 19 to authorities
once they collected evidence that
indicated criminal violations, the
audit report said. At least four in-
dividuals involved with three of the
complaints were prosecuted and
convicted.

Among the recommendations
from the Legislative Auditor was
for elections officials to audit ab-
sentee ballots, which has become

fication of results; and how election
complaints are handled.

The state verifies its voting
list with state and national data as
called for under state and federal
law. The Legislative Auditor ana-
lyzed the list as of Aug. 18,2021,
and found all records had complete
information in the first and last name
fields. Only 192 out of 3.03 mil-
lion records — or 0.0063% — did
not include the last four digits of
the voter’s Social Security number
or their driver’s license number as
federal law requires. These voters
might have submitted alternative
proof of ID such as a utility bill,

Areview of Louisiana’s elec-
tion processes and procedures found
that state officials follow practices
to ensure the integrity of outcomes
when voters head to the polls. The
Louisiana Legislative Auditor also
provided some recommendations to
the Louisiana Department of State
on how it can further strengthen
its election protocols in a report it
released Monday.

The audit covered five main
areas: the accuracy of the state’s
voter registration list; whether ab-
sentee mail ballots were completed
accurately; pre-election testing of
voting machines; post-election veri-

EXPORTS from page 1

exports run about 11.5 metric tons
(12.7 tons) a year, Meyer said.

Four applications from other
facilities have been pending for
more than a year, said Marty
Durbin, president of the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce’s Global
Energy Institute. They “should also
be approved expeditiously,” he said
in a statement.

See AUDIT, on page 5

State Wants to Put
Unclaimed Money Into
Residents' Hands

BATON ROUGE, La. —
The state of Louisiana currently
has $900 million waiting to be
claimed by its residents.

Kathleen Lobell runs the
State’s Unclaimed Property di-
vision, and she is trying to get
that money back into the hands
of Louisianans.

“Some of the amounts in
our system are quite large. We
payout six-figure claims all the
time. We’ve had claims over a
million dollars. We also pay out
a lot of small amounts,” Lobell
said Monday.

Unclaimed property can be
anything from forgotten bank
accounts, utility deposit refunds,

wages, and life insurance money.

The process to claim the
funds is easy. Just go to https://
lacashclaim.org/

That is why State Treasurer
John Schroder wants people to
check.

“We encourage people to go
check this. There’s a lot of money
in the Baton Rouge Region. It’s
the second-highest in the whole
state,” Schroder told WBRZ-TV
in an interview.

Last fiscal year, the state
paid around $71 million back.
Lobell recommends that resi-
dents check the website once a
year. She says you may be sur-
prised at what you find.

Louisiana state representative
says amendment in the works
for controversial bill

The controversial bill, proposed by Rep. Lance Harris,
would require certain instructional materials and activi-
ties to be posted online for parents. Harris said he is in
the process of amending the bill to remove language
relating to lesson plans and certain responsibilities

for teachers.
Retired teacher “The in-
tention is to | Rep.
Emma Shepard give parents Il:lanqe
. . transparency arris

describesthebillas 45 to what
o« » their children are being exposed

d mghtmare f or to and taught in the public school

1 1 system,” Harris continued.

People Stlu WOI'klng Retired teacher Emma
mn the ClaSSl‘OOl’n Shepard describes the bill as “a

SHREVEPORT, La. - Sev-
eral teachers and school faculty/
staff have taken to social media
to express their disapproval of
HB 75, which was pre-filed
ahead of the Louisiana Legis-
lative Session.

The controversial bill, pro-
posed by Rep. Lance Harris,
would require certain instruc-
tional materials and activities
to be posted online for parents.
Harris said he is in the process
of amending the bill to remove
language relating to lesson plans
and certain responsibilities for
teachers.

On Tuesday, March 1, Har-
ris read some of the amendment
to KSLA over the phone. It has
not yet been posted on the state
legislature’s website.

“It explicitly states that it
does not apply to lesson plans,”
he said.

nightmare” for people still work-
ing in the classroom.

“It’s kind of frightening,”
Shepard said. “I also wonder
what the purpose of this type
of bill might be, because all of
the policies and procedures are
already posted everywhere.”

Currently, parents have
access to the curriculum on the
Louisiana Believes website.

“What this bill will require
the districts and the states LDOE
and the schools to do is to make
this informational readily acces-
sible online to the parents so that
they can have access to these
materials and know whether they
are having children exposed to
academics or activism or what-
ever,” Harris said.

When asked what he meant
by “academics or activism,”
Harris said, “Academics being

See BILL, on page 3
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tee as well as the Budget Committee
last month.

The panels later voted 8-6 and
15-6, respectively, to send her nomi-
nation to the Senate floor, though
many of the GOP senators on the
panels voted against her.

Ohio Sen. Rob Portman, the
top Republican on the Homeland
panel, voted for Young during the
committee markup. But he ex-
pressed frustration at the time that

OMB wasn’t producing documents
regarding the Biden administration’s
COVID-19 response and a national
security issue.

“I think it’s troubling, I think it’s
a White House not being responsive
to legitimate congressional requests
or transparency,” Portman said on
Feb. 9.

Monday’s procedural Sen-
ate vote showed a similar level of
support to the one the Senate took
last March, when lawmakers voted
63-37 to confirm her to the deputy
director role.

If confirmed, Young would be-
come Biden’s first OMB director, 14
months into his presidency.

Biden originally nominated
Neera Tanden for the OMB direc-
tor position, but she withdrew her
nomination after it became clear she
wouldn’t get the votes needed in the
Senate amid GOP opposition and
concerns from several Democratic
lawmakers over past statements and
policy positions.

Tanden is now White House
staff secretary.
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Louisiana gas prices
jump 51 cents in a week,
near $4 mark: All-time
record high in sight

The average gas price in
Louisiana jumped 51 cents last
week, nearing the $4 mark, some-
thing folks haven't seen in about
14 years.

"There are few words to de-
scribe the unprecedented rise in
gasoline prices over the last week,
with massive spikes coast to coast
in both gasoline and diesel prices,
as oil prices jump to their high-
est since 2008," said Patrick De
Haan, head of petroleum analysis
at GasBuddy.

Over the past week, Louisi-
ana's average price rose 51 cents
per gallon, bringing the price tag
up to $3.86 per gallon. This num-
ber is about 70 cents higher than
last month and roughly $1.50 more
than last year.

Gas prices have been on the
rise since Russia began its inva-
sion into Ukraine on Feb. 24, less
than two weeks ago. With the war
abroad, the United States, includ-
ing Louisiana, felt impacts on the
economy, most notably through
gas prices. Louisiana experienced
its highest gas prices since 2014.

Nationwide, gas prices are
following a similar trend. Since
last week, the U.S. average gas
price increased 46.5 cents. The
average price of $4.06 per gallon
isnearly 61 cents more than last
month and $1.29 more than 2021.

"Forget the $4 per gallon
mark, the nation will soon set
new all-time record highs and we
could push closer to a national
average of $4.50 per gallon," De

Hann said. "California could be
heading for $5.50 per gallon with
more stations charging $6 and
beyond."

According to AAA, the
highest recorded average price in
Louisiana was $4.012 for regular
unleaded and $4.766 for diesel,
both recorded on July 17,2008.

In Baton Rouge and New
Orleans, gas is averaging at $3.88
per gallon. Each city saw about a
50-cent increase from last week's
prices.

The average gas prices in
Louisiana metro areas:

B $3.76 in Alexandria

H $3.88 in Baton Rouge

B $3.83 in Hammond

B $3.63 in Houma

W $3.81 in Lafayette

B $3.74 in Lake Charles

B $3.68 in Monroe

B $3.88 in New Orleans

B $3.83 in Shreveport

"We've never been in this
situation before with this level of
uncertainty," De Haan said. "As
we lose a major global producer
under the weight of deserving
bipartisan sanctions for invading
a sovereign country, the cost is
high. Americans will be feeling
the pain of the rise in prices for
quite some time with little good
news foreseen."

USBC Announces Featured
Speakers for Upcoming Women’s

History Month Luncheon

Natalie Madeira-Cofield

WASHINGTON, DC -
The U.S. Black Chambers,
Inc. (USBC) is pleased to
announce the featured
speakers for its upcom-
ing Women'’s History
Month Luncheon on
Thursday, March 24th,
2022 in Washington,
DC in partnership with
AT&T.

The theme of the Annual
Women’s History Month Luncheon
will be “Redefining Empower-
ment” and will feature two dy-
namic women of power, Natalie
Madeira-Cofield, SBA Assistant
Administrator for the Office of
Women'’s Business Ownership and
Nicole Cober Johnson Esq., Prin-
cipal Managing Partner of Cober
Johnson and Romney and Founder
of the BOW Collective.

Both Natalie Madeira-Cofield
and Nicole Cober Johnson Esq
have a rich history of championing
women entrepreneurs and women
in leadership by providing execu-
tive coaching, access to capital,
business strategies and business
development.

Nicole Cober Johnson Esq

USBC couldn’t
be more excited for
our upcoming event,
powered by longtime
corporate partners
AT&T on March
24th in Washington,
DC. This event will
celebrate women
entrepreneurs from
diverse backgrounds
who have made signifi-
cant contributions in business
and their communities.

“USBC is being intentional
about challenging the status quo
by curating a conversation about
women’s entrepreneurship. We will
honor the achievements of women
who’ve broken through glass ceil-
ings and challenged traditional
definitions of success, while also
examining the many factors that
prevent Black women from achiev-
ing their entrepreneurial dreams.”
Says USBC President & CEO, Ron
Busby.

The event will showcase the
“Giants of Women’s Entrepreneur-
ship” and unpack how we can rede-
fine what it means to intentionally

empower women at every stage
of their journey. National radio
and television personality Tay-
lor Thomas will emcee USBC’s
Women of Power Luncheon,
featuring fireside conversations
moderated by Jotaka Eaddy,
founder and CEO of Full Circle
Strategies, LLC and USBC EVP,
Talisha Bekavac.

The hybrid event will host
80 special invited in-person
guests in addition to being
broadcasted for virtual attend-
ees. The event is expected to
draw a hybrid audience of more
than 300 business owners, in-
fluencers, entrepreneurs, corpo-
rate executives and community
leaders from across the country.
Attendees will hear from found-
ers, investors and community
leaders who are setting new stan-
dards for the industry, discover
how to get more involved with
female founder initiatives and
network with other like-minded
individuals.

For more details about
this amazing event, check out
the event page at https://www.

BILL from page 2

reading, writing, arithmetic, stem.
Activism may be a theory, maybe
an opinion, philosophy.”

KSLA then asked if the con-
versations around Critical Race

Theory had any part in the inspira-
tion for the bill.

“This doesn’t specifically go
after critical race theory,” he said.
“I would say the inspiration for
the bill is parents requesting it.
Two, is all the school districts in

MAPS from page 1

Union and NAACP are providing
plaintiffs’ attorneys. They filed the
lawsuit in Baton Rouge with the U.S.
District Court for the Middle District
of Louisiana.

The Louisiana Legislature ap-
proved the new political maps for
their own chambers in February. Gov.
John Bel Edwards disapproves of
those plans — he thought they should
contain more majority-Black districts
— but declined to veto them. They
became law March 9.

The new maps maintain the sta-
tus quo of majority-Black districts
in the Senate and House, though
Louisiana’s Black population has
grown since the state’s last redistrict-
ing session took place. Eleven of 39
Senate districts and 29 of 105 House
districts were majority-Black seats
when they were drawn 10 years ago
and remain so in the Legislature’s
approved plans.

The plaintiffs contend the state
is legally obligated to do more. They
are pushing for maps with 14 ma-
jority-Black Senate districts and 35
to 39 majority-Black House seats.
White voters, who comprise 58% of
the voting population, would control
election outcomes for more than 70%
of the seats in the Louisiana Senate
and House under the maps approved
by the Legislature, the lawsuit said.

Legislative leaders said they
hadn’t had a chance to read through
the lawsuit yet and didn’t want to
comment on it until they had done so.

The plaintiffs have set out to
prove that elections in Louisiana are
racially polarized, a key standard
they might need to meet to win a
voting rights challenge. Black voters
overwhelmingly vote for candidates
who often don’t win elections in
majority-white districts, they said.

In the lawsuit, the plaintiffs
outlined the racial breakdown of
the recent Louisiana treasurer and
secretary of state elections to prove
their point. In both elections, more
than 95% of Black residents who
voted backed Black candidates who
ended up losing.

They also pointed to previous
rounds of political redistricting when
the federal government forced Lou-
isiana to redraw its political lines
because of concerns over minority
representation. In 1981 and 1991,
Louisiana had to make adjustments
to add majority-Black districts to the
Legislature to satisfy federal laws.
In 1969 and 1994, they had to do the
same for judicial seats, according to
the lawsuit.

The plaintiffs said additional
majority-Black districts could be

added this year by “unpacking”
existing majority-Black districts
where the percentage of Black voters
is so high that it could be lowered
significantly without threatening
the districts’ majority-Black status.

A new majority-Black seat in
Jefferson Parish could be drawn by
shifting some Black voters from Sen-
ate District 5, represented by Black
Democrat Karen Carter Peterson,
into Senate District 8, represented by
white Republican Patrick Connick.

Another majority-Black district
could be added in the Shreveport area
by shifting Black voters out of Sen-
ate District 39, represented by Black
Democrat Greg Tarver, and into Sen-
ate District 37, represented by white
Republican Barrow Peacock.

In the Baton Rouge area, some
Black voters could be moved out of
Senate Districts 14 and 15, repre-
sented by Black Democrats Regina
Barrow and Cleo Fields, and into
Senate District 17, represented by
white Republican Rick Ward, to
make another majority-Black seat.

On the House side, the plain-
tiffs said an extra majority-Black
House seat could be added in the
Lake Charles area by shifting some

Black voters out of House District
34, held by Black Democrat Wilford
Carter, and into House District 38,
held by white Republican Rhonda
Butler.

The plaintiffs also proposed
keeping majority-Black District
23, held by Black Democrat Kenny
Cox, in Northwest Louisiana. In
the House map approved by the
Legislature, that district was moved
to New Orleans.

Instead, the plaintiffs would
convert District 5 in Shreveport,
held by white Republican Alan
Seabaugh , into a new majority-
Black district in New Orleans. It
would also shift around the Black
population in Shreveport to create
another minority House district in
Caddo Parish.

In Baton Rouge, the plaintiffs
proposed moving some Black vot-
ers out of House Districts 29, 61
and 63 — held by Black Democrats
Edmond Jordan, C. Denise Mar-
celle, Barbara Carpenter — to create
more majority-Black districts. The

Black population in House District
101, which is vacant, could also
be lowered.

Those additional Black voters
could be placed into Baton Rouge
area House Districts 60, 65, 68 and
69 —represented by white Demo-
crat Chad Brown and white Repub-
licans Barry Ivey, Scott McKnight
and Paula Davis — to create new
majority-Black seats.

Black lawmakers floated more
modest proposals than the ones
presented by the plaintiffs during
Louisiana’s political redistrict-
ing in February. Sen. Ed Price,
D-Gonzales, wanted to add two
additional majority-Black seats
to the Senate. Reps. Sam Jenkins
and Cedric Glover, both from
Shreveport, proposed adding an
extra majority-Black seat in the
House through several proposals.
Their plans were scuttled by the
Republican majority.

the news...and three, every-
thing went virtual because of
the pandemic. I think it’s more
related to that.”

Shepard said there is not
much room for “activism” in
the classroom.

“You can’t interject your
own opinions,” she said.

Harris said parents should
know what textbooks would be
used during the school year. If
anything changes, the school
board needs to update the web-
site by Jan. 15.

Black female
owned Chortazo
Art Gallery hosts
Ribbon Cutting
in Baton Rouge

Celeste Payne

FINE ART & GRAPHIC
DESIGN STUDIO

BATON ROUGE, La — In
a world where chaos and conflict
abound, it’s essential to infuse cre-
ativity in all that we do as an escape
from the tension and confusion that
we may experience.

On March 23, 2022, Celeste
Payne, a local artist, best-selling au-
thor, and arts educator will host a Rib-
bon Cutting Ceremony for Chortazo
Art Gallery located at 12330 Florida
Blvd. Suite 17 in Baton Rouge in
the Longbow Shopping Center. This
event will be held during Women’s
Empowerment Week.

Located in the heart of Baton
Rouge, LA, the Chortazo Art Gal-
lery was designed to showcase the
art of local area artists. It is a place
where the arts meet empowerment
through personal and professional
development through empowerment
workshops, classes and events cen-
tered around creativity.

Weekly, Chortazo hosts after-
school and evening art classes.
Chortazo also hosts paint parties and
empowerment events like workshops
and hosts featured artists in the com-
munity.

To learn more about the products
and devices visit http://www.chorta-
zoarts.com or Instagram at https://
www.instagram.com/chortazoarts/

Established in 2020, Chortazo
was founded by artist, certified edu-
cator, best-selling author and Thera-
peutic art life Coach, Celeste Payne.
Since her childhood, she has been
artistic and creative. She named the
gallery after the greek word Chor-
tazo, which means being "full." This
reflects Celeste's continual desire to
share her fullness of creative ideas for
the community of people, students
and businesses that enjoy her art and
artistic style, and the arts in general.
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OFFICE 225.772.1876
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itor the situation with COVID and
provide the public with updates and
guidance as is necessary to manage
public health in Louisiana’s com-
munities and also to keep hospitals
from being overwhelmed. Should
additional needs arise or the situation
change, the Governor could revisit
his emergency order in the future.
According to new community
risk models from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention,
most of Louisiana’s parishes have
a low risk for COVID spread.
“Throughout the COVID-19
pandemic we have continued to fol-
low the science and the data to guide
our response,” said State Health Of-
ficer Dr. Joseph Kanter. “Thankfully,
we are in a much better situation
and a much stronger position than
we have been. At the same time, it
is not lost on us that today marks
the second anniversary of our first
COVID-19 death in Louisiana. In
just 24 months, nearly 17,000 Loui-
sianans have lost their lives. This
pandemic is certainly not over, and
our collective work remains unfin-
ished, but I do believe better days are
ahead. The COVID-19 vaccines have
saved countless lives -- and they,
therapeutics and a deeper under-

standing of this virus strengthen us.”

"I'm so proud of what the men
and women of the Louisiana Na-
tional Guard have accomplished
during this unprecedented time of
need,” said Maj. Gen. Keith Waddell,
adjutant general of the Louisiana
National Guard. “I am also grateful
for the relationships and partnerships
we have built with local officials
from all 64 parishes, other state
agencies, and our federal partners.
Together, we succeeded in respond-
ing to COVID-19 with innovative
tactics, techniques, and procedures
which has benefitted our citizens
and visitors to our state. I want the
citizens of Louisiana to know that
the Louisiana National Guard will
continue to Protect What Matters."

Currently, all epidemiological
data points to a decline in COVID-
like illness, new COVID cases and
hospitalizations. According to CDC’s
COVID-19 Community Levels, the
majority of parishes are currently
classified as low. Two years into
the COVID pandemic, Louisiana
has many more tools to control
the spread of the coronavirus in its
communities, including safe and
effective vaccines, booster doses,
antiviral drugs, monoclonal antibody
treatments, at-home tests, and high-
quality face masks.

2 LACY BAAHETH

LACY BAAHETH

2226 WOODDALE BLVD,
BATON ROUGE, LA 70806

& ASSOCIATES
J

YOUR BATON ROUGE REAL ESTATE PROS
TRUSTED « RESPECTED « RECOMMENDED

PH:(225) 906-9350 * FAX (225) 906-9658
LACY@SELLSWITHLACY.COM
WWW.VIEWHOMESWITHLACY.NET
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Trust God For Your Safety

BY CREFLO DOLLAR

Have you
ever gone out of
your way to take
extensive pre-
cautions to avoid
a potentially dan-
gerous situation?
Many of us have,
so that we could
feel safe and se-
cure. The prob-
lem is that not
only can this be
time-consuming,
there always
seems to be some
detail we may have forgotten, thereby
causing us more worry and anxiety.
We’ll always have that issue when we
rely on ourselves for our own safety,
but trusting God for our protection
gives us peace of mind.

Trusting God isn’t just a simple
cliché, but a conscious decision. In
a world where most people have
taken matters into their own hands
concerning their safety and security,
deciding to put our faith in Him takes
courage. God promises to protect
those who trust Him; He has never
failed to keep His promise, and He
never will. “God is not human, that
he should lie, not a human being, that
he should change his mind. Does
he speak and then not act? Does he
promise and not fulfill?” (Numbers
23:19,NIV).

There’s nothing wrong with
using common sense to ensure our
safety. God blessed us with intelli-
gence and sound judgment for a good
reason. However, He didn’t leave us
alone with our physical senses with
the expectation that those are all we
need to keep us safe. He wants to
be with us in everything we do and
everywhere we go; therefore, the
safest place to be is in His presence.
“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not
want... Yea, though I walk through

Creflo 7
I Dollar
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—Psalm 56:3, NIV

the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil: for thou art with
me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort
me” (Psalm 23:1,4).

We need to be mindful of what
we pay attention to; it affects how
we think, and ultimately what we do.
Getting swept up in the turbulence
around us can instill fear in us. Lis-
tening to the news reports can rattle
some people so badly that they’re
convinced they’ll die an early death;
some people live in fear of it every
day. Putting the matter in God’s
hands gives us total protection and
deliverance from trouble, both seen
and unseen.

No evil shall befall you, Nor
shall any plague come near your
dwelling; For He shall give His an-
gels charge over you, To keep you
in all your ways. In their hands they
shall bear you up, Lest you dash your
foot against a stone... “Because he
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has set his love upon Me, therefore
I will deliver him; I will set him on
high, because he has known My
name. He shall call upon Me, and I
will answer him; I will be with him in
trouble; I will deliver him and honor
him. With long life I will satisfy him,
And show him My salvation” (Psalm
91:10-12, 14-16, NKIJV).

Paying attention to God’s prom-
ises of protection keeps us calm and
confident. When fear grips the world,
knowing that He’ll always be nearby
keeps us grounded and firmly estab-
lished in His peace. “But the Lord is
faithful, who shall stablish you, and
keep you from evil” (2 Thessalonians
3:3).He’ll never let us down or leave
us when we need Him. Being able to
count on Him to keep us safe from
harm, regardless of what’s going on
around us, is better than any alarm
system we could ever have.

RELIGION

BR Pastor
Releases
New Book:
The Purpose
of a Seed

Bishop Charles Wallace
comes from humble beginnings.
He often refers to himself as a
bot from the park, referring to the
area of Baton Rouge, Louisiana,
named Eden Park, where he was
reared. He attributes his success
to the grace of God in his life.

He has been married to
his wife, Gladys, for forty-nine
years. They have been blessed
with three beautiful daughters,
two sons-in-law, grandsons,
Solomon and Samuel, who are
the light of their lives.

Bishop Wallace is the
Senior Pastor of Oasis Chris-
tian Church. Oasis is a church
that loves God, hates sin, and
is always willing to give. The
Purpose of a Seed was inspired
by the Holy Spirit. When read
and applied, this book will be
life-changing.

- \ ¢
BISHOP CHARLES E. WALL’ACE

™ T

This book will inform you step by step on how a seed produces the
harvest within. The seed is God’s way of reproducing. All of nature
understands the concept. So, get ready to be informed and inspired
for productivity for the Kingdom of God.

ORDER YOUR COPY ON AMAZON
OR CALL OASIS CHRISTIAN CHURCH

(225) 355-8274 amazon

N-IHebrewsi10:25

Bishop

Hour of Power
Sunday Sch
Church Servic

Communion S

Bible Study Wedne:
Sister/Brotherhood

Good Shepherd Full Gospel B.C.

The People’s Church
2865 Mission Drive ® Baton Rouge, 70805 © Telephone (225)356-5873
H. Hayes, Pastor

Baton Rouge, LA 70805

www.occbr.org
See Website for Service

ASIS

CHRISTIAN GHURCH ’{

4524 East Brookstone Drive

and Streaming Live Times

BISHOP CHARLES E. WALLACE, PASTOR

THE BRWEEKLY PRESS CHURCH
DIRECTORY ADVERTISE YOUR

* Church Services and  STARTING AT ONLY

CAMPHOR MEMORIAL

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

8742 Scenic Highway - Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807
Telephone: (225) 775-4106 ¢ Fax: (225) 615-8359

Kingdom Life Family Center

Sundays at 10am

Wednesday Inspirational RINGROMERE:

Rev. Kermit Curtis “KC” Roberson, M.Div., MPA Senior Pastor Service 7pm programs
Sunday SChOO] ... 9:30 a.m. * Youth ministry every Sunday and Wednesday ) Stream-mg L“-Ie 'URL oo
Worship Service.............. Ist, 3rd. & 4th Sundays ........... 10:55 a.m. * Women's Ministry 2nd Saturday's * FREE first priority "
Contemporary Worship ......... 2nd & 5th Sunday ................. 8:00 a.m BISHOP DESIGNATE DOROTHY DANIEL announcement place per wee

(And any Sunday that falls on a Holiday)
Bible Study........ Wednesday, Men’s Mid-Day Study....... 12:00 p.m.
Disciple Bible Study................. Wednesday .......cccevevenene 5:30 p.m.
Prayer Ministry........ccccecevcncnens Tuesday ......ccoevvevvenenncnne. 6:00 p.m.

SENIOR PASTOR

8894 AIRLINE HWY. BATON ROUGE, LA 70815
www.kingdomlifebr.com

For details call 225.775.2002

ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH

Dr. Donald R. Ruth, Pastor
820 New Rafe Mayer Road
Baton Rouge, LA 70807
Phone: 225-775-9756

Web Address: saintjohnbc.org

NEW BIRTH

FULL GOSPEL MINISTRIES

1283 Rosenwald Road
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807

Bishop I. J. Payne, Pastor

i : . | :ﬁ *L u fm S ki K bl
5856 Greenwell Springs Road ¢ Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806
Telephone: (225) 926-0246 * Facsimile: (225) 925-8022

'THE NEW LIFE' Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.
— 2 Corinthians 5:17

SUNDAY SUNDAY
Toll Free: 888-700-6174
WORSHIP SCHOOL Websites: www.newhopebr.com
Every Sunday Every Sunday
at 11:30 AM. at 9:30 A.M. Rev. Leo Cyrus Sr., Pastor
- HOUR O CHURCH SCHEDULE
COMMUNION POWER SUNAaY MOMNING WOTSTID v 10:45 AM
A rd Sun I Frid ’
Qi o oo LTS SUDDET s 31d Sundays
SUTIORVESEINOOL .ot s g e 9:30 AM
PIAYET SBIVICE ....ovvoeees oo Wed. @6:00 PM
Dr. Donald Ruth, Pastor BIDIE SHUAY...ov s Wed-@7:00 PM

Worship Times:
Mission Statement: New Hope Baptist Church is a family of baptized believers
who worship the Lord our God in spiritand in truth, teach the saved to reach the
lost and minister to the needs of others, while encouraging one another through
acts of love and living in obedience to Gods Word

CrossWalk Classes: Sundays 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM
Sunday Worship Experience: 11:00 AM

. Uplift Training: Thursdays 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Radio Broadcast 1st and 3rd Sunday WXOK at 8:00am
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BRWEEKLYPRESS
BUSINESS/SERVICE

DIRECTORY

FOR BUSINESS

PANDEMIC AND HURRICANE RECOVERY
SPECIALS CALL TO RESERVE YOUR SPACE
IN THE BRWEEKLYPRESS
BUSINESS DIRECTORY 225.775.2002 TODAY!

BEIDGET MONTGOMERY
Certified Tax Accountant

A 4 Mmuming'é:'ﬁnenceﬁmupLLﬂ

4910 Monticello Blvd., 5te C

Cell PH: 407.630.2947 Baton Rouge, LA 70814

“Team Working For Success Through Quality Performance”

WTAA ENGINEERS

ENGINEERING CONSULTANTS AND CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT SERVICES

Civil Engineers Needed
W.T. Winfield, Manager
2622 North Street, Baton Rouge, LA
222-383-0822 or 1-866-324-WTAA Toll Free

GJW Distributors, LLC

13937 Malbec Ave.
Baton Rouge, LA 70816

Ph: 225-292-0305
Cell: 225-405-3427
Fax: 225-292-0307

Email: cjw7@att.net

CARL WOODS www.cjwdistributors.com

President

:lmates Commercial and Resudentnal

Jeremiah Sadler
Owner

225-400-3862

Tayla Hickman

JayladTaids

Cleaning Service

Residential & Commercial * General and Full Service
FREE ESTIMATE

225.572.7677 « taylahickman@gmail.com

Y orves dnsurance Group™,

Gloria Brandon

Independent InsuEne Agent
Mult-StaE

Cell:225.247.6216 | Fax:985.259.8548
gbrandon@lordesig.com

wivew lordesig.com
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Brothers Empowered to Teach is a
Solution to Lack of Black Male Teachers

. AEREER RN

New Orleans education Ieader Larry Irvin Jr. offers a new and fresh take on the importance of teacher diversity while also |gn|t|ng a global conversation around
how Black male teachers are recruited, trained and perceived as educators in his new TED Talk. Now LIVE.

BY STAFF WRITER

New Orleans, LA - A newly
released study reveals that there
is a 30% drop in aspiring teachers
in Louisiana. Further alarming is
the lack of diversity in the K-12
classroom --23.5% of teachers in
Louisiana are Black and of that
number only 5% are Black men.

The findings, compiled by
the 17-member Teacher Recruit-
ment, Recovery and Retention Task
Force, were presented during a
joint meeting of the state Board
of Elementary and Secondary
Education and the state Board of
Regents. The panel said one goal
for both BESE and the Board of
Regents should be more diversity
in the classroom.

Brothers Empowered to
Teach is a solution.

Starting as an idea in 2012,
BE2T is an organization recruiting
and training Black men to become
teachers in Louisiana while work-
ing to return the prestige and honor
to the profession. Through inno-
vative programming, mentorship
and paid fellowships, BE2T is in-
creasing the number of Black male
teachers in United States public

schools -- starting with Louisiana.

Research shows that just 1
Black male teacher in 3rd, 4th or
5th grade for young Black men
substantially decreases his chances
of dropping out of high school by
40%.

This is the message of BE2T
Co-founder and CEO, Larry
Irvin Jr.’s TED Talk: A program
to empower Black teachers in the
US .Released last month, Irvin’s
talk is at nearly 800,000 views.

“We are in such a pivotal
moment in education, and I hope
this talk further ignites the dis-
course around teacher training,
development, and demograph-
ics. My own personal leadership
journey is parallel to the struggles
of Black men in education. Most
times our value assessment starts
from a deficit, and we work upward
from there,” said Irvin, a rising
education thought leader and 2021
TED Fellow.

Irvin has been holding a series
of conversation on the subject via
Instagram LIVE. So far, he has
talked with Jamar McKneely, CEO
of InspireNola network and ac-
claimed educator, researcher and
author, Lisa Delpit, Ph.D.

Andre Perry, senior Fellow at

The Brookings Institution, said:
“As a former school network
leader, professor and researcher
within a college of education in
New Orleans, I know too well the
value of Black teachers, particu-
larly male educators. For years,
researchers such as Gloria Ladson-
Billings, Pedro Noguera, Lisa Del-
pit, Adrienne Dixson, Christopher
Emdin, and James A. Banks — all
people of color — validated the
need for Black teachers in New
Orleans schools through their stud-
ies on teachers of color.

The scholarship serves as the
foundation for inquiries like one
by Stanford University researcher
Thomas Dee who, the year before
Katrina, found that Black students
of both sexes who had a Black
teacher scored 3 to 6 percentile
points higher on standardized tests
in reading than those who did not.
Dee found a similar increase in
the math scores of Black students
taught by a Black teacher. How-
ever, in the aftermath of Hurricane
Katrina, the city realized a sig-
nificant decline in Black teachers,
throttling academic growth. I saw
up close how Brothers Empowered
to Teach developed interest and
talent, nurturing a pool of male

teachers that would not have ex-
isted otherwise. BE2T provided
candidates with technical, cultural
and professional supports to maxi-
mize outcomes for students and
themselves. I fully support BE2T
efforts of getting more Black men
in the classroom.”

About Corporate Community
Connections, Inc.

Since 1997, Corporate Com-
munity Connections, Inc. (CCCI)
has created connections between
corporations and underserved
communities to accomplish the
mutual benefits of increased ac-
cess to diverse markets and ex-
panded community resources.
From large, expanding health care
systems growing into urban areas
to large financial services com-
panies desiring to diversify their
employees, Corporate Community
Connections, Inc., has been able to
connect organizations to solutions
and create sustainable strategies
that become embedded into the
institutions.

For more information, visit
WWwWw.corpcominc.com.
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an increasingly popular option for
voters in recent years. Other states,
including Georgia and Maryland,

require absentee audits.
Currently, Louisiana only
recounts absentee ballots when
they could make the difference in
the outcome of an election. The
Department of State agreed with
this and other recommendations
from auditors but said more time

OF

and manpower would be needed to
conduct an audit of any paper bal-
lots between a primary and general
election.

The audit report comes as state
officials and lawmakers evaluate
Louisiana’s options for new vot-
ing machines. The current direct-

recording electronic machines have
been in use since the early 2000s
and are likely to be replaced with
a technology that provides a paper
trail that can be audited.

Find the complete report from
the Legislative Auditor here.
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Visit The Syle Master
"Mr. Super Cool
Keith B. O'Connor"

6180 Airline Hwy
Baton Rouge, La. 70805

225.357.5796

Classifieds

Sell your stuff, advertise jobs or a place to rent. You can do it ALL here!

¥

For legals, please call the
Classified Department at (225) 225.775.2002
or email brweeklypress@yahoo.com

L

SELL YOUR CAR - 1 month for $80

| | ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS - 1 month for $150 | | ADVERTISE ON 247praiseradio.com |

FIND IT ALL IN THE GLASSIFIEDS » 225.775.2002

CYNTHIA M. DUNN,
o7 REALTOR
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|i\u\u:RSr“A BYSTEP
— = 5NN
2900 Westford Dr, #401

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70827

Cell: 225.302.4598 « Hm: 225.752.5440
Email: cynthiadunn@innerspacebr.com

TO ADVERTISE HERE, CALL THE BATON ROUGE

WEEKLY PRESS AT 225.775.2002
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BIG SALE!

EVERYTHING
ABSOLUTELY MUST GO'

COME BY AND MAKE BEST OFFER

L Mu51ca1 Instruments M Tables and Chairs B Office Equlpment
1283 ROSENWALD RD. BATON ROUGE, LA 225.747.8611

Social Media

The BRWeekly Press looking for hire
social media and emarketing team
member . Please call The BR Weekly
Press at 225.775.2002

The Weekly Jress
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EOUISIANAS,

LET’S GIVE
COVID THE BOOT!

Louisianans come from all different walks of life.
Whether you work in an office or on a farm. Put out
traps or put out fires. Dribble a ball or walk the mall.
It’s time we all stepped up and gave COVID the boot.

If you’re vaccinated, get the booster for maximum
protection. If you’re not, get vaccinated so you don’t
get sick or pass the virus on to someone who is
vulnerable like a tiny baby or an older adult.

DEPARTMENT OF

HEALTH

BK‘N—G B—ACK ELOUISIANA

To book your free vaccine or booster, visit vaccines.gov. ‘QUISIANA

or call 855-453-0774 to speak with a trusted medical professional.




