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BATON ROUGE, La. - The 
Office of Mayor-President Sharon 
Weston Broome confirms that the 
metro council is expected to meet 
again Friday, Oct. 2 to re-vote on 
whether bars in the parish can re-
open.

The metro council was called 
to a special meeting Wednesday, 
Sept. 30 to vote, but five members 
did not attend the virtual meeting, 
while one abstained from the vote, 

Metro Council 
to Vote Again 
on Bars 
Reopening
ATC says bars can 
reopen without metro 
council approval

EAST BATON ROUGE PAR-
ISH, La. - The East Baton Rouge 
Parish Registrar of Votes will begin 
sending out mail-in ballots to nearly 
21,000 people Friday, Oct. 2.

The office will continue to ac-
cept ballot requests from eligible 
voters through Oct. 30 at 4:30 

p.m., however, Registrar of Voters 
Steve Raborn advises people that 
the United States Postal Service 
(USPS) recommends people request 
a ballot as early as possible, and at 
least 15 days before Election Day.

Due to the high number of ab-
sentee ballots expected to be filled 

out this year, Raborn advises people 
to read them carefully and follow 
all directions exactly to be sure their 
vote gets counted. The USPS rec-
ommends ballots be mailed in at 
least seven days before the deadline, 

Absentee Ballots to be Sent Voters 
in EBR Parish by Request

See BALLOTS, on page 3

PRESIDENT TRUMP 
And First Lady Tested Positive for Coronavirus

President Donald Trump and first lady Melania Trump were in Cleveland on Tuesday for the first presidential debate. 
They have since tested positive for the new coronavirus.

WASHINGTON —President 
Donald Trump has tested positive 
for the coronavirus, a stunning de-
velopment that came hours after 
he confirmed one of his longest-
serving aides with whom he had 
recently traveled also received a 
positive test result.

The revelation had implica-
tions for the president's health, 
the administration's response to 
the pandemic and also the Nov. 3 
election, during which Trump has 
leaned on states to reopen and has 
claimed that the nation is "turning 
the corner" on the virus.

President Trump tweeted, 
"Tonight, @FLOTUS and I tested 
positive for COVID-19," Trump 
tweeted early Friday morning. "We 
will begin our quarantine and re-
covery process immediately. We 
will get through this TOGETHER!"

Vice President Mike 
Pence tested nega-
tive for the virus on 
Friday morning

BATON ROUGE, 
La.  - Representatives of 
the Capital Area Transit 
System (CATS) of East 
Baton Rouge Parish will be 
passing out voter registra-
tion forms to their passen-
gers beginning Wednesday, 
September 30th.

Customers can pick 
up a form on Wednesday 
at the terminal located on 
Florida Boulevard from 
11 a.m.- 12:30 p.m. Voter 
registrations forms will also 
be available at the Cortana 

CATS Helping 
Passengers 
Connect to 
the Polls

See CATS, on page 1

See VOTE AGAIN, on page 2See TRUMP, on page 2

Quintillis 
Lawrence 
Announce Run 
for Judge 19th 
Judicial District

I’m Quintillis Law-
rence.   I’m asking for your 
vote to be Judge of Divi-
sion K of the 19th Judicial 
District.

I'm ready to go on day 
one. There is no learning 
curve.   I have 20 years of 
combined legal experience 
as a criminal defense at-
torney, prosecutor, Judicial 
Commissioner and Military 
Lawyer (JAG Officer). I’m 

Quintillis Lawrence

See LAWRENCE, on page 2
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INFORMATION

How to Reach Us
General Information .  .  .  .  . 225-775-2002
Email  .  .  .  .  .brweeklypress@yahoo .com

The  office is open 9:00 a .m . to 5:00 p .m . 
Monday - Friday and located at 4910 Mon-
ticello Blvd . Baton Rouge, LA 70814

Correction Policy

The Baton Rouge Weekly Press strives to be 
fair and accurate . The newspaper corrects 
any significant errors of fact brought to the 
attention of the editor . If you think an 
error has been made, call 225-775-2002

The Weekly Press  
Newspaper is a published weekly in Baton 
Rouge and distributed every Thursday with 
a circulation of 7,500.  Subscription rates 
are $65.00 per year for Louisiana residents; 
$72.00 for one year for out-of-state residents; 
half price for six months subscription: and 
$1.00 per single copy.

All money orders or checks should be made 
payable to The Baton Rouge Weekly Pres

4910 Montecello Blvd .
Baton Rouge, La . 70814

Phone: (225) 775-2002
E-Mail  brweeklypress@yahoo.com

Office Hours: Monday-Friday   
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Closed Saturday, Sunda

On Friday September 18th , 
the Knights of Peter Claver and 
Ladies Auxiliary Council/Court 
116 of Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church donated anti-
viral and anti-bacterial supplies 
to Ryan, Progress, and Crestworth 
Elementary Schools situated in the 

Scotlandville Community of Baton 
Rouge, LA.  We are thankful for 
the support of local businesses and 
individuals in this endeavor.  The 
Covid-19 Virus’ possible effects on 
school children and the determined 
vigilant stance of school adminis-
trators to prevent an outbreak of 

this organism among school staff, 
constituted a dire threat.  Thus, the 
decision of the Knights of Peter 
Claver and Ladies Auxiliary Coun-
cil/Court 116 was to donate anti-
viral and anti-bacterial supplies to 
assist in countering the latter threat.

Knights of Peter Claver Council, Court 116 Donates 
Supplies to Scotlandville Elementary Schools

Council/Court 116 presenting back-to-school donations, from left are: George Newman, Deputy Grand Knight Lawrence 
R. Williams, Sr., Ryan Elementary School Math Interventionist Sandy Landry, Vice Grand Lady Claudia Griffin, David 
Perkins.  Photo provided by Lawrence R, Williams, Sr.

BATON ROUGE, La.  - 
Lawmakers debated a number 
of ideas Wednesday, Sept. 30 
that would allow lawmakers to 
throw out or change certain rules 
Governor John Bel Edwards has 
put in place to help mitigate the 
coronavirus’ spread.

Republicans argue the gover-
nor should not have “unrestricted 
and unbridled” authority to create 
and enforce laws on his own dur-
ing a public health emergency.

“I think Edwin Edwards was 
quoted saying, ‘Why would I be 
president when I can be governor 
of Louisiana?'" Rep. Dodie Hor-
ton, R-Haughton, said. "That is 
how much power we, the people, 
have allowed any governor who 
sits on the fourth floor and oc-
cupies the mansion to have.”

Lawmakers want more say 
in how emergencies are handled. 
One plan would create a council 
that could shoot down or change 
a governor’s executive order or 
emergency proclamation.

The council would consist 
of the governor, the attorney gen-
eral, the state treasurer, the House 
speaker, and the Senate president. 
It could essentially rewrite the 
entire order, over the governor’s 
objections, with a 3-2 vote.

“It would give us a voice, 
the voice many of us feel like we 
do not have currently," the bill’s 

author, Rep. Jack McFarland, R-
Jonesboro, said. "It would create 
that line of communication.”

Another similar set of ideas 
would allow either chamber to 
veto specific rules while leaving 
other restrictions in place

But Democrats and the 
governor maintain that adding 
a step in the emergency process 
would create an opportunity for a 
stalemate that could prevent the 
state from getting timely federal 
assistance.

“I’m very concerned about 
bringing too many people into 
the decision-making process," 
Rep. Sam Jenkins, D-Shreveport, 
said. "I can see debate, and I can 
see delay at a time when people 
need quick, decisive decisions.”

The House and Governmen-
tal Affairs Committee will vote 
on each of the plans Thursday, 
Oct. 1.

Gov. Edwards would have 
to sign the bills into law.

La. Lawmakers Push for 
More Control Over Phase 3 
Plan, Future Emergencies

Former White House doctor 
Ronny Jackson told Fox News 
early Friday morning that Trump 
was asymptomatic and predicted 
the president would "weather this 
storm." 

"I will bet you that he does 
not develop symptoms, that he 
moves on and this does not be-
come a big deal," Jackson said. 

The president has often 

claimed the U.S. has the pandemic 
"under control," but his own 
positive test result – assuming it 
is accurate – is certain to raise 
questions about the reopening 
of schools and businesses when 
the virus could not be contained 
within the White House, argu-
ably the most secure facility in 
the world.   

Trump  from page 1

a graduate of Southern University and Southern University Law 
Center.  As an Adjunct Law Professor at Southern University Law 
Center it’s a privilege and honor preparing our future attorneys.  

With 20 years of courtroom experience, I believe everyone 
who comes into the courtroom should be treated with dignity and 
respect. I will use my knowledge and experience to ensure that the 
law is administered fairly and impartially and will work hard every 
day to accomplish that.  

I am a member of the Louisiana Law Institute,  the Capital Area 
YMCA Board, the Baton Rouge Bar Association, Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity Inc, Imagination Leads, Louisiana State Bar Association, 
Baton Rouge Soccer Association Coach, and Shiloh Missionary 
Baptist Church. 

I began my military career at the age of 17 and served in the 
Global War on Terrorism. Following my deployment I determined 
that there is a need to establish a Veterans Court. Veterans who find 
themselves in the judicial system are sometimes suffering in silence 
from post traumatic stress disorder and are not getting the help they 
need. We need to take care of them.

I am a husband and father. My children are Jackson, 14 and 
Nahtali, 10.  I am married to Brandi Littles- Lawrence. As the father 
of a black son I am acutely aware of the challenges faced by young 
black men. If elected as your judge I reaffirm my commitment to 
administer the law fairly and impartially.

Glen Oaks, Southern Heights, Banks, Elm Grove, Scotlandville,  
South Baton Rouge, North Baton Rouge, Southern University, LSU, 
St Gerard, Delmont, Eden Park, Fairfield, Belfair, Brookstown, 
Howell Park, Midtown, Down Town, Winbourne, Easy Town, Dixie, 
Forest Heights, Crestworth, Park Vista, and all of Division K 

Vote Early! October 16-27 or
Vote November 3rd!
Vote for Experience that counts!

Lawrence from page 1

meaning the council did not have 
enough votes to approve or deny 
the measure.

However, the Louisiana Office 
of Alcohol and Tobacco Control 
(ATC) says bars in East Baton 
Rouge Parish can reopen without 
permission from the metro council.

Council members say the final 
say is in fact up to them.

VoTe again from page 1

According to FBI statistics, a 
woman is battered every 15 seconds 
in this country and 1 in 3 women 
will be beaten or abused in their 
lifetime by someone they know.  
Adding to this sober statistic is that 
it is estimated that less than 50% of 
domestic abuse incidents are actu-
ally reported to police. While these 
numbers are shocking, what is not 
reported is the countless children, 
friends, families, businesses and 
communities that are affected by 
domestic abuse and violence. 

The month of October is desig-
nated as Domestic Violence Aware-
ness Month. Throughout the world, 
the month is typically filled with 
marches against domestic abuse 
and vigils honoring victims and 
survivors of domestic violence. 
However, the Covid-19 pandemic 
has severely limited those events 
in 2020. 

In light of the Covid-19 pan-
demic, we did not feel comfortable 

in hosting those events again this 
year,” said John J. Price, Executive 
Director of Iris Domestic Violence 
Center, a victim services agency 
that serves Baton Rouge and the 
surrounding community.  “In an 
effort to increase awareness about 
domestic violence and unite all of 
those working to end abuse, Iris will 
instead be kicking off its “Paint the 
Town Purple” campaign during the 
month of October.”  

Purple is the color associated 
with the fight to end domestic abuse 
and family violence. Iris is asking 
that the public participate in the 
event and show their support for 
ending domestic abuse by exhibiting 
the color purple during the month 
of October. 

Participants are also being 
asked to take a picture of their 
purple exhibitions and send it to 
Iris where it will be shared on the 
Iris website and Facebook page. 
Photos should be emailed to jrich-

ards@stopdv.org. 
“We are asking individuals, 

businesses and schools to partici-
pate by exhibiting the color purple 
to show their support for ending 
domestic abuse and family violence. 
Wearing purple clothes, putting a 
purple bow in your hair, a purple 
wreath on a door or a purple rib-
bon on your vehicle - these are all 
ways that people can express public 
awareness of the plight of domestic 
abuse and show their support for the 
work of Iris and other agencies to 
stop its spread,” said Price. 

Janice Richards, Director of 
Development for Iris, stated that 
the Paint the Town Purple event 
helps to raise public awareness and 
recognize allies in the fight against 
domestic abuse and violence.It sig-
nifies our support for survivors of 
abuse while remembering those 
individuals whose lives have been 
lost due to domestic violence.Our 
Paint the Town Purple project will 
encourage others to join in our cause 
and make ending domestic abuse, 
sexual and relationship violence a 
lifelong commitment.”

Iris Domestic Violence Center to Host “Paint 
the Town Purple” Initiative in October

Our deadline for
ADVERTISING AND
EDITORIAL IS 5PM
ON FRIDAYS

www.brweeklypress.com
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By Gisele Haralson

Gisele Haralson uses her imag-
ination to dream big; as a writer, 
film producer, radio personality, 
and executive director of Child De-
velopment Institute.  Her journey 
to success has not been a path of 
the straight and narrow.   

When Haralson thinks about 
the feelings she felt when she finally 
discovered her divine purpose, what 
she was called to do in life.  She 
bravely began making the steps 
necessary to begin moving in the 
direction of her God given purpose. 
Upon graduating from high school 
she wanted nothing more than to be 
a teacher.  She truly loves children 
and the idea of becoming an educa-
tor fueled her as a college freshman.   
Visions of the pitter patter of little 
hands and feet in a classroom setting 
illuminated her mind as she studied 
at her alma mater Southern Univer-
sity AM in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  
The idea that she could be a part 
of shaping the future excited her 
tremendously and although she has 
authored several books, working on 
two film productions, hosting her 
own radio show; Gisele’s greatest 
sense of satisfaction is the work that 
she is currently doing as Execu-

tive Director of Child Development 
Institute.

Child Development Institute is 
a non-profit organization that unit-
ize a number of innovative ways to 
encourage, educate, foster creativity, 
and leadership skills in children.   
In the fall of 2019 Gisele Haralson 
was fortunate to receive a grant that 
allowed her to offer some Creative 
Expressions workshops.  The goal 
of these classes was to encourage 
creative expressions by helping 
students develop a love of using 
words, drawings and music to ex-
press themselves but also to inspire 
students to think bigger and broader 

about the world in which we live.
The reason why this project 

means so much to Haralson is that 
it shows the resilience, innocent, 
and talent of children during a very 
difficult time in our country. 

The project provided an out-
let for children to be able to im-
merse themselves into a world of 
creative expressions where they 
could unleash their imaginations 
while journeying into a world of 
endless possibilities. This unknown 
journey provided an opportunity 
if only for a moment, to removes 
children from their new normal; 
a normal for many that is twisted 
in a circle of fear, and uncertainty.

Gisele Haralson believes that 
the Arts are a wonderful place to 
grow and expand your mind, not 
just for children but for all individu-
als that are courageous enough to 
follow their dreams.

After ten years in the film 
and entertainment industry, host-
ing events that empower women, 
being a voice for the voiceless; 
Child Development Institute has 
brought Gisele back to her first love 
which is children and youth devel-
opment.  Her underlining message 
is that anything is possible if you 
dare to dream.

Child Development Institute Director, Gisele Haralson Uses 
the Arts to Help Youth Express Their Creative Personalities

From left to right:  Gavin Lathan, Nicholas Chesterfield, Zyqueaz Desira, Jeremiah Dixon, Jarvis Scott, Mazi Ikechukwu, 
Carl Matthews Jr, / Bottom  Gisele Haralson

Gisele Haralson, Executive Director of 
Child Development Institute

which is Nov. 2.

INFO FOR VOTERS
Read all instructions before 

voting.
n If you have internet ac-

cess, watch the Secretary of State’s 
YouTube video, which shows how 
to properly complete and return 
your ballot
n East Baton Rouge ballots 

are printed on two sheets of paper, 
some printed on front and back
n When marking your bal-

lot, completely fill in the ovals 
next to your choice(s)
n Place all pages of the 

voted ballot in the ballot envelope 
and seal it, but do not remove the 
flap
n Complete all information 

on the ballot envelope’s affidavit 
flap, including the date of election, 
and mother’s maiden name
n Sign and print your name 

on the ballot envelope in the pres-
ence of a witness. Anyone may 
serve as your witness.
n Your witness must sign 

and print their name on the ballot 
envelope
n Do not remove the flap 

from the ballot envelope

n Place the sealed ballot 
envelope in the return envelope 
that is addressed to the Registrar 
of Voters
n East Baton Rouge ballots 

require first class postage in the 
amount of 70 cents on the return 
envelope
n If you prefer, you may 

hand-deliver your voted ballot to 
any location of the Registrar of 
Voters Office (or any early vot-
ing site during the early voting 
period). No person except an im-
mediately family member of the 
voter may hand-deliver more than 
one marked ballot to the Registrar 
of Voters.
n Check that your ballot 

has been received by the Registrar 
of Voters using the Secretary of 
State’s voter portal at here

Raborn says every ballot 
envelope must have a witness 
signature. Voters must sign their 
ballot envelope in the presence 
of a witness, then also have the 
witness sign. He says a missing 
witness signature is the most com-
mon reason an absentee ballot gets 
rejected.

BaLLoTs from page 1

Transit Center on Thursday, Oc-
tober 1st.

This is not the first voter regis-
tration drive the company has held, 
according to CATS. Leaders of the 
transit system say it’s about meet-
ing their customers where they are.

Around 100,000 passengers 
month travel using the CATS sys-
tem. That number is down from 
their usual reach due to the pan-
demic, CATS says. However, both 
the terminal and Cortana Transit 
Center are high volume areas dur-
ing the morning and afternoon 
hours.

The voter registration forms 
for customers and community 
members can be filled out and 
complete at the location.

If a customer is already reg-
istered to vote, feel free to stop by 
and pick up a free mask and CATS 
swag.

caTs from page 1
Read These Stories Online
Visit www .brweeklypress .com

n  Mayor Broome Proclaims October 2020 as Cyber Security 
Awareness Month

n  Iris Domestic Violence Center to host “Paint the Town Purple” 
initiative in October

n  The American Heart Association to Hosting Free, Virtual 
Blood Pressure Measurement Workshop

n  Tune in For The Virtual 7th Annual Baton Rouge Mini Maker 
Faire!

n Nearly $5 Million Received for COVID-19 Research and Analysis

n Secretary of State Provides Information on Absentee Ballots

n  Geaux Fish in Stocked BREC Ponds This October 

n  All Louisiana Medicare Beneficiaries Urged to Update Their 
Plans Before December 7, 2020
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RELIGION

    

Advertise with us 
for as little as 

$10 each week!

NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
5856 Greenwell Springs Road • Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806

Telephone: (225) 926-0246 • Facsimile: (225) 925-8022
Toll Free: 888-700-6174

Websites: www.newhopebr.com

Rev. Leo Cyrus Sr., Pastor

Bishop Ernest Mills
& Evangelist Yvonne Mills

Advertise Your Church 
Services In The Weekly Press 

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Rev. Elenora Mackey Cushenberry, Th.D.

CAMPHOR MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

8742 Scenic Highway – Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807
Telephone:  (225) 775-4106 -    Fax:  (225) 615-8359

Rev. Elenora Mackey Cushenberry, Th.D, Senior Pastor
Rev. Tiffanie C. Postell, Associate Pastor

Sunday School ................................................................ 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service ...........................................................  10:55 a.m.
Youth Sunday & Contemporary Worship .......  2nd Sun. 8:00 a.m.
Bible Study .................................Wed. 12:00 Noon and 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Ministry  ..................................................... Tues 6:00 p.m.

Dr. Donald Ruth, Pastor        

Hour of Power  .............................................12 Noon Each Wednesday
Sunday School ........................................................................... 8:00am
Church Service  .......................................................................... 9:00am
Communion Service  ............................................. 2nd Sunday 9:00am
Bible Study Wednesday  ............................................................7:00pm
Sister/Brotherhood Meeting .....................................................  6:00pm

NEW BIRTH
FULL GOSPEL MINISTRIES

'THE NEW LIFE' Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

— 2 Corinthians 5:17

Radio Broadcast 1st and 3rd Sunday WXOK at 8:00am

Bishop I. J. Payne, Pastor

1283 Rosenwald Road
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807

SUNDAY 
SCHOOL

HOUR OF
POWER

Every Sunday 
at 9:30 A.M.

Every Friday 
at 12 NOON

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

HOLY
COMMUNION

Every Sunday 
at 11:30 A.M.

Every 3rd Sunday 
at 11:30 A.M.

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the 
manner of some; but exhorting one another: and so much 
the more, as ye see the day approaching. - Hebrews 10:25

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Church directory ads starting at $10 per 
week call us for details 225.775.2002

DISCIPLES OUTREACH 
2032 Gore Rd, • Baton Rouge, LA 70807 
Sunday Service .............................. 9:00 am
Sunday School ............................... 8:00 am
Bible Studay .........................Mon.7:00 pm
Saturday Sabbath  .................Sat. 11:00 am

We Don't Count Numbers. We Make Numbers Count

M I N I S T R Y

Bishop Thelma Pearl Senior Pastor
Bishop Michael Pearl, Assistant Pastor

982 N 46th St, Baton Rouge, La. 70802

         PASTOR DONALD A. MONTGOMERY

New Jerusalem 
Faith Fellowship
We believe the Bible to be the inspired and only infallible writ-
ten Word of God. We believe that there is One God, eternally 
existent in Three Persons; God the Father, God the Son and 
God the Holy Spirit.

On Eagle Wings Ministries
1746 Scenic Hwy 

Baton Rouge La.70802

Service times 9:30a.m Every Sunday

Inspirational message: 
Daily via Facebook Live:J. L. DeCuir

Look up an live because 
God is on your sideBishop & First Lady 

J. L. DeCuir

Dr. James L. snyDer

I usually don't complain a lot. 
When I do I get caught in some di-
lemma that I can’t talk my way out. 
You think I would learn my lesson, 
but I'm still in the learning curve.

After supper one night, we 
took our coffee into the living room 
to watch a little bit of the news. 
That is always the wrong thing to 
do, and you would think I would 
know it by this time.

Watching the news, my wife 
could see that I was getting a little 
bit agitated. I don't always get agi-
tated, but when I do… I do.

“What has you all worked up,” 
my wife asked?

Finally, I broke my silence and 
said, “I’m rather tired of all of these 
crazy politicians who don’t know 
their right hand from their left hand, 
except when they stick it out for 
donations. I’m tired of these crazy 
politicians being on television! Why 
can’t they go to the principal’s of-
fice like I had to do so often when 
I was in grade school?”

When I quieted down, I heard 
some chuckles across the room. I 
looked in my wife's direction, and 
there she sat giggling and chuckling 
and having a great time of it.

“What’s so funny?”
She just looked at me and 

continued giggling and then finally 

said, "Don't you know that those 
crazy politicians get paid for being 
crazy. The crazier they are, the more 
money they make."

Then she broke into one of her 
hysterical laughters.

“Don’t you,” she said between 
giggles, “wish you were that crazy?”

“If you want to make money 
like them,” my wife continued, 
“you will have to be just as crazy 
as they are.”

That's a very good thought. 
Maybe I ought to look into this 
situation a little closer.

“That’s why you don’t have 
much money,” my wife explained, 
“you are not crazy enough!”

That was a surprise coming 
from my wife. I thought she knew 
how crazy I really was. But then 
I got to thinking. Perhaps she is 
right after all.

“Where do you suppose they 
get all of their craziness?”

Again, my wife chuckled and 
looked at me and said, "Because 
they have no idea what they say 
from one day to the next. They live 
in a bubble and have lost a sense 

of reality in this world of ours."
Again, she was spot on about 

this craziness in politics.
"They don't live in the real 

world," my wife began to explain 
to me. "They live in a world of their 
imagination, and their imagination 
creates a spirit of craziness."

"So," I said to her, "if I'm going 
to get paid for being crazy, I gotta 
quit living in the real world."

“Now you got it,” she replied.
I got it, but I’m sure not going 

to get it. Getting paid for being crazy 
means that I have to live in a bubble 
and not the real world, I wonder if 
it’s really worth it?

Maybe being poor and sane is 
the better alternative.

How much money would be 
worth becoming that crazy?

I then thought of a verse in 
the Bible. “Whoever loves money 
never has enough; whoever loves 
wealth is never satisfied with their 
income. This too is meaningless” 
(Ecclesiastes 5:10).

Being crazy isn’t worth all the 
money in the world.

Dr. James L. Snyder is pastor 
of the Family of God Fellowship, 
Ocala, FL 34472. He lives with the 
Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage 
in Silver Springs Shores. Call him 
at 352-216-3025 or e-mail james-
snyder2@att.net. The church web 
site is www.whatafellowship.com.

Oh, to Be Crazy and Get Paid for It

NASHVILLE,  TN 
–  RCA Inspiration, one of 
the premiere labels in Gos-
pel and inspirational music, 
and GRAMMY® nominated 
and Stellar Award-winning 
artist Jonathan McReynolds’ 
Life Room Label released 
“Brighter,” a new song from 
burgeoning star artist and 
songwriter DOE. “Brighter” 
is DOE’s debut single as a 
solo artist and the first from 
her self-titled EP releasing 

on October 30th.
Wowed by both her sing-

ing and songwriting prowess, 
McReynolds and Life Room 
Label’s President, Walter 
Thomas, and Head of A&R, 
Darryl Howell, signed DOE in 
early 2020 and began working 
on her debut solo album. He 
says, “I’ve been a fan of DOE for 
years now. She’s special. This 
music is special.” McReynolds 
hopes to usher in a new wave of 
music through this partnership 
and various joint ventures. He 

shares, “I feel like the Life Room 
Label will be the destination for 
a new generation of Christian ex-
pression and will be one of the best 
parts of my life!”

DOE first gained worldwide 
attention as a teenager as lead 
singer of the group Forever Jones, 
which released three albums and 
garnered numerous accolades, in-
cluding two GRAMMY® Award 
nominations.

DOE Releases New Single “Brighter” – LISTEN! New Self-Titled EP Coming Oct. 30th, 2020

See NEW SINGLE, on page 5
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Email: cjw7@att.net
www.cjwdistributors.com

2303 West Highmeadow Ct.
Baton Rouge, LA 70816

Ph: 225-292-0305
Cell: 225-405-3427
Fax: 225-292-0307

Toll Free: 800-240-9507

BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY

To Advertise your Business in the Business Directory, 
PLEASE CALL (225) 775-2002 TODAY!

A Guide to Local Businesses Serving the Community

The Weekly Press
Place your ad today! (225)775-2002

Sell it in the 
classifieds 

Insurance Agent/Owner

214 S. Acadian Thruway
Baton Rouge LA 70806

Phone: 225.383.0877
Fax: 225.383.0877
Claims: 225.383.0877

Email: AgnesAndrews@Allstate.com
www.allstateagencies.com/agnesandrews

AGNES SMITH ANDREWS

I can help you protect more than you’d expect. I also have lots of ways 
to help you save when you bundle your polices. Get the savings you 
deserve. Call or  stop by my office for a free quote.

WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED

OFFICE 225.772.1876

CONTROLLING PEST OF ALL TYPES: ROACHES • BED BUGS  
ANTS • SPIDERS • FLEAS • RODENTS • BEES • TERMITES

FRANK O's
O V E R  1 8  Y E A R S  E X P E R I E N C E

FRANKOPESTCONTROL@COX.NET

BUSINESS

JOIN THE NEW BATON ROUGE

Weekly Press
The Bator Rouge Weekly Press is 
Baton Rouge’s oldest and number 
one source for African Americans in 
Baton Rouge, Baker, Central 
and surrounding areas .

The BR Weekly Press is cur-
rently looking for Freelance Writers, 
Photographers, Videographers, 
Writers, Bloggers and Social Media 
Professionals .

For more information or to 
submit your resume’ call us at 
225-775-2002 or email us at 
https://www .brweeklypress

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Request for Proposals Drug and Alcohol 

Testing Services – Third Party Administrator 
Solicitation #2020-DrugAlcohol-004 

The Capital Area Transit System (CATS), a political subdivi-
sion of the State of Louisiana, operating the public transit 
system in EBR Parish is accepting Offers for Drug and Testing 
Services . Sealed offers are due to CATS Procurement Depart-
ment by September 8, 2020 at 10:00 AM (local time) at 2250 
Florida Blvd ., Baton Rouge, LA 70802 .  A copy of this RFP can 
be found on CATS website at: https://www .brcats .com/page/
procurement .  Written questions will be accepted through Au-
gust 21, 2020 via email at: catsprocurement@brcats .com . Of-
ferors are reminded to check CATS website often for addenda 
and other important dates in reference to this RFP . CATS is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer .

EMAIL YOUR NEWS 
ARTICLES TO THE WEEKLY PRESS

brweeklypress@yahoo.com

WANTED: FREELANCE WRITERS, 
PHOTOGRAPHERS, VIDEOGRAPHERS, WRITERS, 
BLOGGERS & SOCIAL MEDIA PROFESSIONALS

Call 225 .775 .2002

She offers a refreshing sound 
with uplifting and introspective 
messages that people are in need 
of more than ever right now and 
she’s excited to share her artistry 
with the world. “I’m excited to use 
the outlet of music to express the 
heart of God and have important 
conversations with people about 
life, love, and relationships. The 
best is yet to come,” she says. Phil 
Thornton, SVP/GM of RCAI adds, 
“It is great to be partnered with 
Jonathan on this venture and we’re 
all very excited about DOE’s art-
istry and what she is offering to 
the world!”

DOE is featured on McReyn-
olds’ virtual Those People Tour, 
which kicked off on October 1st. 
Tickets for the Those People Tour 
are on sale at www.liferoomlabel.
live.“Brighter” is available every-
where now:

h t t p s : / / D O E . l n k . t o /
Brighter!W&W

For more information on 
RCAI Inspiration and Life Room, 
visit: www.rcainspiration.com

www.liferoomlabel.com
Connect with DOE at:
www.doejonesmusic.com
Facebook: https://www.face-

book.com/doe.jones.love
Instagram: @doejonesmusic

new singLe from page 4

BATON ROUGE, La. — 
Louisiana Economic Devel-
opment and the U.S. Small 
Business Administration an-
nounced the 2020 Louisiana 
Small Business Award winners. 
Small businesses that exem-
plify the entrepreneurial spirit 
of Louisiana were acknowl-
edged as award-winners during 
a virtual event hosted by LED 
Secretary Don Pierson.

“Louisiana is fortunate to 
have enterprising and innova-
tive business leaders such as 
these Small Business Award 
winners,” Pierson said. “Small 
businesses account for 99 per-
cent of all employers in Loui-
siana, and they employ more 
than half of our private-sector 
workforce. Our small business 
community plays a vital role in 
expanding and enhancing our 
economy, and we appreciate the 
significant contributions these 
leaders are making.”

LED and the Louisiana 
Small Business Development 
Center Network served 10,758 

small businesses and individu-
als last year, directly result-
ing in 1,373 new jobs, 2,581 
retained jobs and the launch of 
179 new businesses represent-
ing more than $86 million in 
capital formation. The Small 
Business Award program rec-
ognizes top performers in a 
broad range of categories.

James J. Moore of Expert 
Maintenance & Construction 
Services in Prairieville was 
named Louisiana Small Busi-
ness Person of the Year. The 
company was founded in 2005 
as a janitorial and maintenance 
service with two employees 
and has expanded to include 
general construction, with 85 
employees now on its payroll.

The 2020 Louisiana Small 
Business Award winners are:

SBA CHAMPION AWARDS
Entrepreneurial Success Award
n Melissa Hill
Niche Creative Studio
Lake Charles

Minority Business Champion
n Corey Jack
Jack & Associates
Lafayette 

Women in Business Champion
n Renae Trahan
All-Star Signs & Specialties
Lafayette

REGIONAL AWARDS
 Region VI Prime Contrac-
tor of the Year Award
n Keith Porta
APC Construction
Harvey

LED, SBA Honor 2020 Louisiana 
Small Business Award Winners

READ THIS STORY
and more ONLINE at 

www.brweeklypress.com

READ MORE of 
this story ONLINE at 
www.brweeklypress.com
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