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20 election
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VOTING

BATON ROUGE,
La. — Secretary of State
Kyle Ardoin is reminding
voters that early voting be-
gins Saturday, March 6, and
continues through Saturday,
March 13 from 8:30 a.m.
to 6 p.m. daily, excluding
Sunday, March 7. Citizens
who want to vote early may
do so in person at the parish
Registrar of Voters Office or
at other designated locations.

There are 20 parishes
in which there will be both
multi-parish races (such as
United States Representa-
tive) and local races/proposi-
tions: Ascension, Avoyelles,
Bossier, Caddo, DeSoto,
East Baton Rouge, Grant,
Jefferson, LaSalle, Lincoln,
Morehouse, Natchitoches,
Red River, Richland, Sa-
bine, St. Charles, St. Landry,
Washington, Webster, and
Winn. 23 parishes will vote
only on multi-parish races
(such as U.S. Representa-
tive): Assumption, Bienville,
Caldwell, Catahoula, Con-
cordia, East Carroll, East Fe-
liciana, Franklin, Iberville,
Jackson, Madison, Orleans,
Ouachita, Rapides, St. Hel-
ena, St. James, St. John, Tan-

See VOTING, on page 3
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Congress adopts $1.9 trillion stimulus

WASHINGTON - The bill,
which President Biden is expected
to sign on Friday, sends direct
payments to many Americans,
expands a child tax credit and
extends a $300 weekly unem-
ployment supplement. The Senate
confirmed Merrick B. Garland as
attorney general and Marcia Fudge
as secretary of the Department of
Housing and Urban Development.

Congress gave final approval
on Wednesday to President Biden’s
sweeping, nearly $1.9 trillion stim-
ulus package, as Democrats acted
over unified Republican opposi-
tion to push through an emergency
pandemic aid plan that included
a vast expansion of the country’s
social safety net.

By a vote of 220 to 211, the
House passed the measure and
cleared it for Mr. Biden’s signature,
cementing one of the largest injec-
tions of federal aid since the Great
Depression. Mr. Biden is expected
to sign the bill Friday. All but one
Democrat, Representative Jared
Golden of Maine, voted in favor.

It would provide another
round of direct payments for many
Americans, an extension of fed-
eral jobless benefits and billions
of dollars to distribute coronavi-
rus vaccines and provide relief for
schools, states, tribal governments
and small businesses struggling
during the pandemic.

The vote was the culmination
of a swift push by Mr. Biden and

-

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, )D-Calif.) meets with reporters before the House votes to pass a $1.9 trillion pandemic
relief package, during a news conference at the Capitol in Washington, Friday, Feb. 26, 2021.

Democrats, newly in control of
both chambers of Congress and
the White House, to address the
toll of the pandemic and begin
putting in place their broader
economic agenda. It includes a

set of measures that is estimated to
slash poverty by a third this year
and potentially cut child poverty
in half, including expansions of
tax credits, food aid and rental and
mortgage assistance.

“With the stroke of a pen,
President Biden is going to lift
millions and millions of children

out of poverty in this country,”

See STIMULUS, on page 2

Vernon Jordan, ex-Clinton adviser and civil rights ac

Washington — Vernon Jor-
dan, a civil rights leader and close
adviser to former President Bill
Clinton, died Monday evening.
He was 85.

A cause of death was not im-
mediately released.

Jordan died peacefully at his
home surrounded by his wife and
family, Jordan's niece Ann Walker
confirmed to CNN.

According to Walker, Jordan
had his favorite dinner and des-
sert -- chocolate chip ice cream
-- before he went to bed.

"It was just the way he would
have wanted it," Walker told CNN.

The former president of the
National Urban League rose to
prominence as a civil rights activist
with close connections in all cor-
ners of American politics, though
he was closest with Democrats,
including presidents from Lyn-
don Johnson to Barack Obama.
He also worked with Republican
Presidents Ronald Reagan, George
H.W. Bush and George W. Bush.

In a statement provided to

President Bill Clinton, Vernon Jordan 2000 Presidents Cup - October Robert
Trent Jones Golf Club in Gainesville, Virginia, U.S. PGA TOUR

CNN on Tuesday by Clinton's of-
fice, the 42nd President remem-
bered his late friend as someone
who "brought his big brain and
strong heart to everything and ev-

VOTER'S
GUIDE EDITION

erybody he touched" and "who
made them better."

"He was never too busy to
give good advice and encour-
agement to young people. And

READ OUR DIGITAL INTERACTIVE EDITION ONLINE @ BRWEEKLYPRESS.COM

ivist, dead at 85

he never gave up on his friends
or his country," Clinton said. "He
was a wonderful friend to Hillary,
Chelsea, and me, in good times
and bad. We worked and played,
laughed and cried, won and lost
together. We loved him very much
and always will."

Born on August 15, 1935,
Jordan grew up in the segregated
South and graduated from DePauw
University in Indiana in 1957, the
only Black student in his class.
He then studied law at Howard
University and began his career
fighting segregation, starting with
a lawsuit against University of
Georgia's integration policy in
1961 on the behalf of two Black
students, Hamilton Holmes and
Charlayne Hunter. Jordan accom-
panied the two students to the UGA
admissions office that year through
an angry mob of White students.

He worked as a field director
for the NAACP and as a director
of the Southern Regional Council

See JORDAN, on page 3

What's inside
the $1.9T
COVID-19
bill passed by
Congress

WASHINGTON — The House
approved a sweeping pandemic re-
lief package over Republican op-
position on Wednesday, sending it
to President Joe Biden to be signed
into law. The milestone political vic-
tory would provide $1.,400 checks
for most Americans and direct bil-
lions of dollars to schools, state and
local governments, and businesses.

Democrats said their “Ameri-
can Rescue Plan” would help the
country defeat the virus and nurse
the economy back to health. Re-
publicans criticized the $1.9 trillion
package as more expensive than
necessary and they complain it in-
flates the national debt and sends
money to projects not directly tied
to the pandemic. The measure fol-
lows five earlier virus bills totaling
about $4 trillion that Congress has
enacted since last spring.

A look at some highlights of
the legislation:

AID TO THE UNEMPLOYED

Expanded unemployment
benefits from the federal govern-
ment would be extended through
Sept. 6 at $300 a week. That’s on
top of what beneficiaries are get-
ting through their state unemploy-
ment insurance program. The first
$10,200 of jobless benefits accrued
in 2020 would be non-taxable for
households with incomes under
$150,000.

Additionally, the measure pro-
vides a 100% subsidy of COBRA
health insurance premiums to ensure
that laid-off workers can remain on
their employer health plans at no
cost through the end of September.

MORE CHECKS

The legislation provides a di-
rect payment of $1.,400 for a single
taxpayer, or $2,800 for a married
couple that files jointly, plus $1.400
per dependent. Individuals earning
up to $75,000 would get the full
amount, as would married couples
with incomes up to $150,000.

The size of the check would
shrink for those making slightly
more, with a hard cut-off at $80,000
for individuals and $160,000 for

See INSIDE, on page 3
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ExxonMobil Encourages Girls to

Consider Careers in Engineering

ExxonMobil
employees provide
virtual and hands on
experiences for 130
students from 13
schools in the Baton
Rouge area

BATON ROUGE - Exxon-
Mobil employee volunteers today
welcomed 130 middle-school girls
from 13 schools in both East and
West Baton Rouge Parish for In-
troduce a Girl to Engineering Day,
a program designed to inspire fe-
male students to consider careers
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in engineering.

“We’re pleased to continue
this annual event during a school
year of significant challenges
which has required students to be
resilient and build their problem-
solving skills,” said ExxonMo-
bil Baton Rouge Plastics Plant
Manager Angela Zeringue. “As
we see our world take on a global
pandemic, our scientists, health
professionals, technicians and
engineers are developing solu-
tions to meet the world’s needs
and these girls will be among those
helping us overcome challenges
of the future.”

A panel of ExxonMobil
employees will virtually answer

SUMMER CAMP REGISTRATION BEGINS
FLASHLIGHT EGG HUNT

Highland Road Community Park
March 5 | 6-8 p.m.

Zachary Community Park
March 12| 6-8 p.m.

LEPRECHAUN GAME NIGHT s:30-7 p.m
Plank Road Park March 8

Anna T. Jordan Community Park +
Milton J. Womack Park March 12
Antioch Blvd. Park + Greenwood
Community Park March 15

Highland Road Community Park +
Lovett Road Park + Hooper Road Park

MARCH 20 brec.org/summercamp

REVIVE YOUR MIND HIKE

Frenchtown Road Conservation Area
March 13 | 9-11 a.m.

URBAN NATURE HIKE
North Sherwood Forest
Community Park
March 16 | 5:30-7 p.m

COMITE RIVER RUN

Comite River Park
March 20 | 8 am.-1 p.m

March 17 E-SPORTS TOURNAMENT: MARIO KART 8
Milton J. Womack Park

SATURDAY MORNING STUDIOS: March 20 | noon

NO PAINTBRUSHES ALLOWED!

ART UNWINED: FLASH BACK!
Milton J. Womack Park
March 26 | 6:30-8 p.m.

EGG-STRAVAGANZA DRIVE THRU EGG HUNT +
MOVIE IN THE PARK

Airline Highway Park

March 27 | 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Milton J. Womack Park
March 13 | 10:30 a.m.-noon

SPRING YOUTH TENNIS SMASH
Independence Community Park
Tennis Center

March 13 | 8 am.-12:30 p.m.

For a full list of events and any COVID-related changes, visit our website.
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BREC does not discriminate on the basis of race, creed, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, religion, veteran status or sexual orientation in its programs and activities.
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More than 16,000 students across the U.S. have participated in ExxonMobil’s Introduce a Girl to Engineering Day
events since the program’s inception in 2003.

the participants’ questions while
volunteers at each school will
lead students through a hands-
on, interactive experiment. Stu-
dents will learn how creativity
and ingenuity can be used in the
classroom, and how knowledge
of science, technology, engineer-
ing and math subjects can lead to
rewarding engineering careers.

More than 16,000 students
across the U.S. have participated
in ExxonMobil’s Introduce a Girl
to Engineering Day events since
the program’s inception in 2003.

According to the Society of
Women Engineers, women ac-
count for only 13 percent of the
engineering practice, which are
typically high-paying and high-
demand jobs.

ExxonMobil employs sci-
entists and engineers around the
world, working collaboratively
with other companies and aca-
demic institutions to bring energy
to market, develop new energy
technologies, improve energy ef-
ficiency and reduce greenhouse
gas emissions.

Lawmaker wants to do
away with concealed
carry permits in La.

of legalizing it so we’re hoping to be number 19 or 20, wherever we fall
in there, but Arkansas and Mississippi already have constitutional carry
and it’s working good,”

BATON ROUGE, La. -In
Louisiana, if you don’t have a
felony and you’re over the age
of 21, you can take a concealed
carry course and pay for a con-
cealed carry permit. But one
Louisiana representative says
there’s a better way to exercise
that right.

“In Louisiana right now,
open carry is legal without a
permit and this just mimics
that so you can conceal carry
without a permit,” said state
Rep. Danny McCormick.

McCormick said replacing
the current law with what is
called a constitutional carry
law is what many other states
have already done and that it’s
time for Louisiana to get on
board.

“It’s legal in 18 other
states right now and two more
are in the process of legalizing
it so we’re hoping to be number
19 or 20, wherever we fall in
there, but Arkansas and Mis-
sissippi already have constitu-
tional carry and it’s working
good,” McCormick added.

He says that while he was
out campaigning and knocking
on the doors people kept ask-
ing him to make constitutional
carry a thing in Louisiana.

“I mean, people are ready
to go on the offense with their
Second Amendment rights.
They’re tired of being on de-
fense and, as we always say,
‘There’s no but in the Sec-
ond Amendment.’” You know,

people say, ‘I’m pro-Second
Amendment but ..."” There’s
no but in the Second Amend-
ment, so we’re going back to
the original intent,” McCor-
mick explained.

“I think that it is a great
idea for our state,” said Loui-
siana Firearms owner Joshua
Davis.

Davis also said concealed
carry permits aren’t meant to
keep people safer but just an-
other way for the government
to take your money.

“I think that people should
get behind this bill because
anytime you try to monetize
our rights, it’s never a good
thing and I believe a concealed
carry permit is nothing more
than a tax on our right,” Davis
noted.

But for every pro, there’s
always a con.

“If there is no course that’s
required and everyone can just
legally conceal carry their gun,
I think a con would be if those
laws about where you can and
can’t conceal carry aren’t
taught, I think you’re going
to see more arrests with people
conceal carrying and they’ll
argue in court, ‘Oh, I didn’t
know I couldn’t conceal carry
in the mall,”” Davis added.

And McCormick thinks his
bill has a good chance.

“I think it has an excellent
chance. I think it’s above 75%.,”
McCormick estimated.

Stimulus from page 1

Representative Rosa DeLauro,
Democrat of Connecticut, said. “It
is time to make a bold investment
in the health and security of the
American people — a watershed
moment.”

‘While Republicans argued the
plan, whose final cost was estimated
at $1.856 trillion, was bloated and
unaffordable, polls indicate that it
has widespread support, with 70
percent of Americans favoring
the package, according to a Pew
Research Center poll released
Wednesday.

“House Democrats have aban-
doned any pretense of unity,” said

Representative Kevin McCarthy,
Republican of California and the
minority leader. “This isn’t a res-
cue bill, it isn’t a relief bill. It’s a
laundry list of left-wing priorities
that predate the pandemic.”

Mr. Biden and congressional
Democrats planned an elaborate
effort to promote it throughout
the country, racing to claim credit
for the coronavirus aid and a set
of provisions they hope to make
permanent in the years to come,
and to punish Republicans politi-
cally for failing to support any of it.

“This bill represents a historic,
historic victory for the American
people,” Mr. Biden said at the White
House following the bill’s approval,
thanking Speaker Nancy Pelosi and

the House.

Final passage came less than
two months after Mr. Biden took
office and about a year after cities
and states across the country began
to shutter to stem the spread of the
coronavirus.

The measure will provide $350
billion for state, local and tribal
governments and $10 billion for
critical state infrastructure projects;
$14 billion for the distribution of a
vaccine, and $130 billion to primary
and secondary schools. The bill also
includes $30 billion for transit agen-
cies, $45 billion in rental, utility and
mortgage assistance, and billions
more for small businesses and live

See JUMP, on page 3
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Mayor Broome
announces
Emergency
Rental Assistance
Program

BATON ROUGE, La. - East
Baton Rouge Mayor-President Sha-
ron Weston Broome announced
her office is launching the Emer-
gency Rental Assistance Program
(ERAP) to help provide financial
relief to landlords and renters who
have been impacted during the
pandemic.

The program currently has
29-million dollars in aid, which
must be spent by Dec. 31, 2021.
Landlords are encouraged to pro-
vide an assessment of late rental
payments and apply for assistance.
Those who are approved may be
eligible to receive past due rent
dating back to April 1,2020, from
tenants who are unable to pay due
to COVID-19. EARP will disperse
funds directly to the landlord, not
the tenant.

Renters facing financial hard-
ships because of the pandemic are
also encouraged to apply for as-
sistance. An “eligible household”
must meet at least one of the fol-
lowing criteria:

-Qualifies for unemployment
or has experienced a reduction in
household income, incurred signifi-
cant cost, or experienced a financial
hardship due to COVID-19.

* Demonstrates a risk of expe-
riencing homelessness or housing
instability.

* Has a household income at
or below 80% area median income
(AMI).

* Eligible households may
receive up to 12 months of the as-
sistance of overdue rent payments,
plus an additional 3 months for
future rent payments, up to a maxi-
mum of $15,000 per household.

Landlord and Renters can
apply for the aide starting Sat.
March 13. A call center will also
be available for individuals who
are unable to apply online. Click
here to apply.

Jump from page 2

performance venues.

It would provide another
round direct payments to Ameri-
can taxpayers, sending checks of
up to $1,400 to individuals making
$80,000 or less, single parents earn-
ing $120,000 or less and couples
with household income of no more
than $160,000.

Federal unemployment pay-
ments of $300 per week would be
extended through Sept. 6,and up to
$10,200 of jobless aid from last year
would be tax-free for households
with incomes below $150,000. It
would also provide a benefit of
$300 per child for those age 5 and
younger — and $250 per child ages
6to 17, increasing the value of the
so-called child tax credit.

The legislation also contains a
substantial, though temporary, ex-
pansion of health care subsidies that
could slash monthly insurance pay-
ments for those purchasing coverage
under the Affordable Care Act. And
for six months, it would fully cover
COBRA health care costs for people
who have lost a job or had their
hours cut and who buy coverage
from their former employer.

Jumbo Mortgages

Birdfoot Festival Announces Spring 2021 Virtual
Season in Gelebration of 10th Anniversary

Bird/oot
estival

NEW ORLEANS,La — The
Birdfoot Festival, New Orleans'
international chamber music fes-
tival, marks its 10th anniversary
with a virtual season dedicated
to its signature program Birdfoot
Backstage. Kicking off Sunday,
March 14,2021, the Sunday se-
ries features an exceptional cast of
ensembles, each including one or
more Birdfoot artists. Each inter-
active event includes a short per-
formance followed by a deep dive
into the music. Whether you are a
chamber music connoisseur or a
complete newbie, you are invited
to join these musicians behind the
scenes for a lively exploration of
music and the creative process.

With the safety of its art-
ists, staff and audiences in mind,
Birdfoot adjusted its format while
continuing to offer a musical ode
to creativity, resilience, and to the
place where the Backstage series
was born, where so much art was
first imagined: the kitchen table,
backstage of backstages.

Birdfoot Backstage Per-
formances are free (suggested
donation: $15-25) if viewed on
Birdfoot Festival’s YouTube
channel. Registration is required
to participate actively in the live
event and discussion with the art-
ists via Zoom. Tickets are limited
to facilitate discussion. Questions

and comments will be addressed
through the “Chat” function.
First up on Sunday, March 14,
2021 is Philadelphia's renowned
Jasper String Quartet in an event
that delves into the essential role
of rhythm in music by Antonin
Dvorak and Florence Price. Events
take place on Sundays at 2:30 PM.

BIRDFOOT FESTIVAL SPRING
2021 VIRTUAL PERFOR-
MANCE SCHEDULE

* March 14,2021 Rhythm:
Dvorak & Price (Jasper String
Quartet )

e March 28,2021 Texture:
Katherine Balch (Argus Quartet)

e April 11,2021  Voices:
Mozart & Haydn (Jenna Sherry
and Guests)

* April 25,2021 Time: Lili
Boulanger (Linos Piano Trio)

*May 16,2021 Gratitude:
Beethoven (Borromeo String

Quartet)

*May 23,2021 Memory:
Brahms (Jenna Sherry, violin,
Shuann Chai, piano, Teunis van
der Swart, natural horn)

eJune 6,2021 Artists TBA

In some cases, Backstage
events are presented in partner-
ship with online performances by
each ensemble. Details about the
paired online performance will be
available at www.birdfootfestival.
org. For example, the March 14
Backstage event with the Jasper
String Quartet will feature excerpts
from their upcoming virtual con-
certentitled Spark Joy, March 18,
2021. More information: www.jas-
perchamberconcerts.com/202021-
season.

For more information, full
Schedule and tickets for the March
14,2021 event available through
the website: https://birdfootfesti-
val.org/

Inside from page 1

married couples.

Most Americans will be get-
ting the full amount. The median
household income was $68,703
in 2019, according to the U.S.
Census Bureau. Biden said pay-
ments would start going out this
month.

MONEY FOR STATE AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENTS

The legislation would send
$350 billion to state and local
governments and tribal govern-
ments for costs incurred up until
the end of 2024. The bill also
requires that small states get at
least the amount they received
under virus legislation that Con-
gress passed last March.

Many communities have
taken hits to their tax base
during the pandemic, but the
impact varies from state to
state and from town to town.
Critics say the funding is not
appropriately targeted and is
far more than necessary with
billions of dollars allocated last
spring to states and communi-
ties still unspent.

AID TO SCHOOLS

The bill calls for about
$130 billion in additional help
to schools for students in kin-
dergarten through 12th grade.
The money would be used to
reduce class sizes and modify
classrooms to enhance social
distancing, install ventilation
systems and purchase personal
protective equipment. The money
could also be used to hire more
nurses, counselors and janitors,
and to provide summer school.

Spending for colleges and
universities would be boosted
by about $40 billion, with the
money used to defray an institu-
tion’s pandemic-related expenses
and to provide emergency aid to
students to cover expenses such
as food and housing and computer
equipment.

There’s also about $39 bil-
lion for child care through an
emergency fund to help child
care providers pay for staffing,
rent and supplies, and through
a block grant program that sub-
sidizes the cost of child care for
low-income families.

AID TO BUSINESSES
A new program for restau-
rants and bars hurt by the pan-

&M FRANK O's
t OVER 18 YEARS EXPERIENCE

CONTROLLING PEST OF ALL TYPES: ROACHES « BED BUGS
ANTS ¢ SPIDERS « FLEAS « RODENTS « BEES * TERMITES

OFFICE 225.772.1876

FRANKOPESTCONTROL@COX.NET

Let us Take Care of One of Your
Most Important Investments

MOLA Lending Group offers:
« Conventional Loans

FHA - Federal Housing Administration Loans

demic would receive $28.6 billion.
The grants provide up to $10 mil-
lion per company with a limit of
$5 million per physical location.
The grants can be used to cover
payroll, rent, utilities and other
operational expenses.

The bill also provides $7.25
billion for the Paycheck Protection
Program, a tiny fraction of what
was allocated in previous legisla-
tion. The bill also allows more non-
profits to apply for loans that are
designed to help borrowers meet
their payroll and operating costs
and can potentially be forgiven.

O

READ MORE
of this story ONLINE at
www.brweeklypress.com

Jordan from page 1

for the Voter Education Project
before he became president of the
National Urban League. In 1980,
he survived an assassination at-
tempt on his life.

"Today, the world lost an
influential figure in the fight for
civil rights and American poli-
tics, Vernon Jordan. An icon to the
world and a lifelong friend to the
NAACEP, his contribution to mov-
ing our society toward justice is
unparalleled," NAACP President
Derrick Johnson said in a state-
ment Tuesday. "In 2001, Jordan
received the NAACP's Spingarn
Medal for a lifetime of social jus-
tice activism. His exemplary life
will shine as a guiding light for
all that seek truth and justice for
all people."

Jordan's closest political
friendship was with Bill and
Hillary Clinton, advising the
then-Arkansas governor during
his 1992 presidential campaign
and acting as an outside adviser
to his friend. He remained close
to the Clintons for the next de-
cades, endorsing both of Hillary
Clinton's presidential campaigns.

Jordan first met Clinton
during a trip to Little Rock, Ar-
kansas, when he was leading the
Urban League and Clinton was
Arkansas attorney general, and
the two formed a friendship that
spanned decades and withstood
rocky times.

"We have formed a bond that
is indescribable," Clinton said at a

Voting from page 1

gipahoa, Tensas, Vernon, West
Baton Rouge, West Carroll, and
West Feliciana. There are ten par-
ishes in which there will only be
local races and/or propositions:
Beauregard, Calcasieu, Cameron,
Evangeline, Jefferson Davis, La-
fourche, Livingston, St. Mary, St.
Tammany, and Vermilion. 11
parishes will have no elections:
Acadia, Allen, Claiborne, Iberia,
Lafayette, Plaquemines, Pointe
Coupee, St. Bernard, St. Martin,
Terrebonne, and Union.

Voters are encouraged to uti-
lize Louisiana’s award-winning,
free smartphone app, Geaux Vote
Mobile, to locate their early voting

WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED

I can help you protect more than youd expect. I also have lots of ways
to help you save when you bundle your polices. Get the savings you

2019 event hosted by the Clinton
Foundation.

Clinton tapped Jordan, who
left the Urban League after 10
years to practice law in DC, to
serve as chairman of his 1992
presidential transition team. The
position propelled Jordan into
becoming a Washington power
broker as he acted as a close con-
fidant to Clinton, advising him on
several hirings, golfing frequently
with the President and sharing
Christmas Eves together.

In the late '90s, Jordan's
friendship with Clinton found him
entangled in then-independent
counsel Kenneth Starr's investi-
gation, which uncovered the affair
Clinton had with former White
House intern Monica Lewinsky
while in office. Jordan had helped
Lewinsky job hunt at the request
of Clinton's personal secretary and
had recommended an attorney
who briefly represented Lewin-
sky. Jordan testified several times
before the grand jury.

Jordan also had an illustri-
ous career in the corporate world,
serving on the board of directors
for several major American cor-
porations.

DePauw University on
Tuesday mourned the passing of
Jordan, and its president, Lori S.
White, said in a statement that
the university "has lost a dear
friend and the world has lost a
determined leader."

"He spoke loudly -- through
words and deeds -- as a civil rights
activist and quietly as a trusted
counsel to presidents," White said.

site, Election Day voting site, or
view their sample ballot. Geaux-
Bot, the virtual voter assistant,
is also available to access perti-
nent election information such as
registration deadlines, election
dates, polling locations, and hours.
GeauxBot is available 24 hours
a day, 7 days a week by visiting
voterportal.sos.la.gov or by se-
lecting Elections and Voting on
sos.la.gov.

In addition to a Louisiana
driver’s license, a Louisiana Spe-
cial ID, or a generally recognized
ID with picture and signature, vot-
ers may use a digital license via
LA Wallet.

For more information,
contact the Elections Division
at 800.883.2805 or elections@
sos.la.gov.

« WA - Department of Veterans Affairs Loans
« RD - Rural Development Loans!

Mortgage Refinances
«  Condominium Financing

SPEAK TO A NOLA LENDING GROUP LOAN OFFICER TODAY!
BATON ROUGE OFFICE: 225.291.2100

A NOLA @M

LENDING GROUP
EankWithFidelity.com

A Division of Fidelity Bank
NMOLALending.com

FDIC 2

deserve. Call or stop by my office for a free quote.

S 2 B oo Sl wi

AGNES SMITH ANDREWS

Insurance Agent/Owner

214 S. Acadian Thruway
Baton Rouge LA 70806

Phone: 225.383.0877
Fax: 225.383.0877
Claims: 225.383.0877

Allstate.

You're in good hands.

Email: AgnesAndrews@Allstate.com
www.allstateagencies.com/agnesandrews
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Commissioned
Inducted into the
GMA Hall of Fame

Known for their poignant per-
formance style, rich harmonies, and
evangelistic zeal, Commissioned
would be named one the most suc-
cessful and influential gospel groups
of all time. Blending Gospel, Soul,
R&B, and funk with a positive spiri-
tual message.

The four-time Grammy and
six-time Stellar award-nominated
Commissioned, recorded twelve
chart-topping albums over a period
of 17 years. Their unwavering ef-
forts led to the creation of unforget-
table classics like “King of Glory™,
“Running Back To You”, “Ordi-
nary Just Won’t Do”, “Will You
Be Ready”, and the beat-thumping
“Love Is the Way”.

Though the group’s countless
gospel accomplishments speak for
themselves, Commissioned paved
the way, and inspired many well-
known groups and artists including
Boyz II Men, Jodeci, Jamie Foxx,
Brian McKnight, Justin Beiber,
and countless others.

The Gospel Music Associa-
tion applauds Commissioned and
is honored to induct them into the
GMA Hall of Fame.

The GMA Honors & Hall
of Fame Ceremony to take place
Wednesday, May 12, 2021, in
Nashville, TN

The Cure for Materialism

“Beloved, | wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even

as thy soul prospereth.” 3 John 1:2

By Dr. ToNY EvANS

When Simon offered
money to the disciples, Peter
responded: “May your silver
perish with you, because you
thought you could obtain the
gift of God with money!” (Acts
8:20). Materialism carries with
it a heavy curse. It began when
Adam and Eve wanted to sat-
isfy their own appetites, and
the whole world fell under the
curse of sin. Materialism causes
people to forget about God, and
where God is not the focus, life
will be pointless. Matthew 13:22
says: “The worry of the world
and the deceitfulness of wealth

choke the
word, and it
becomes un-
fruitful.”

T h e
good news
is that there
is a cure for
materialism.
The cure is
repentance.
In Acts 8:22-
23, the dis-
ciples told Simon: “Repent of
this wickedness of yours, and
pray the Lord that, if possible,
the intention of your heart may
be forgiven you. For I see that
you are in the gall of bitterness

and in the bondage of iniquity.”
God doesn’t want money
to bind you or chain you down.
Deuteronomy 8:18 says: “It is
[God] who is giving you power
to make wealth, that He may
confirm His covenant.” His
blessings are meant to free us
up to do more for Him. Giving of
our blessings means that people
are saved, the gospel is preached,
and the poor are helped. God
never blesses us to keep it for
ourselves; He blesses us to share
that blessing with others. Our
financial prosperity and our
spiritual prosperity are inter-
twined; they go hand in hand.

God's Choice Shaping Tools

Romans 12:1-5

God's kindness to us is
demonstrated by the fact that
He doesn't leave us in the condi-
tion we were in before coming
to faith. How tragic it would
be if we still thought, felt, and
acted the same way we did
before receiving Christ as our
Savior. Throughout our lives,
the Lord uses His choice tools
to shape us into the image of
His Son.

Prayer. with Him. Setting aside time for
By talking prayer each day will become a
to the Lord delight, not a duty.
in open dia- God's Word. You can't
logue, we grow in your Christian life if
develop a you keep the Bible closed all
relationship week long. No one lives on one
with Him. He meal a week, yet many Chris-

V7

becomes not

' tians try to get by with just a
just our Sav- I Dr. Charles

Sunday dinner of the Word
served up by their pastor. How
can we expect God's truth to do

ior, but our [ Stanley
friend, and as

the intimacy

grows, so will our passion to be

See TOOLS, on page 6

OWN To Premiere Easter Gospel Music
Special "Our Own Easter" Hosted By
Bebe Winans And Deborah Joy Winans

Oprah Winfrey Network
announced today that “Our OWN
Easter,” a one- hour gospel music
special celebrating the glory of
the Resurrection will premiere
on the network Tuesday, March
30 at 9 p.m. ET/PT following
the critically-acclaimed drama
series, “Queen Sugar.”

“Our OWN Easter” from
executive producer Dr. Holly
Carter, Rikki Hughes and Relevé
Entertainment, an All3Media
America company, will show-
case some of the most renowned
gospel and R&B artists in music
and entertainment as they com-
memorate Easter in their “OWN”
unique way, blending sunrise
service traditions with modern
performances.

The spiritual celebration
will be hosted by gospel royalty
and GRAMMY Award winner
BeBe Winans and his talented
multi-hyphenated niece Deborah
Joy Winans who starred as Char-
ity Greenleaf in the hit OWN se-
ries “Greenleaf” for five seasons.
It will feature powerful, uplift-

ing, and iconic performances by
such artists as Fantasia, CeCe
Winans, Kirk Franklin, Anthony
Hamilton and The Hamiltones,
Ledisi, Travis Greene, Osby
Berry, Jonathan McReynolds,
with appearances by Cedric the
Entertainer, Michelle Williams
and others. Viewers will also ex-
perience inspiring spoken word
from prominent faith leaders
Bishop J. Drew Sheard, Pastor
William Murphy and Priscilla
Shirer.

“Our OWN Easter” is the
second special for OWN pro-
duced with Dr. Holly Carter
and Relevé Entertainment. The
first special, “Our OWN Christ-
mas,” hosted by Meagan Good
and DeVon Franklin, premiered
on OWN in December and was
the #1 non-news cable telecast in
the time period among African-
American W18+, households and
total viewers.

Holly Carter is the founder
of Relevé Entertainment, which

See EASTER, on page 6
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Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the
manner of some; but exhorting one another: and so much
the more, as ye see the day approaching. - Hebrews 10:25

Church directory ads starting at $10 per week
call us for details 225.775.2002

THE BR WEEKLY PRESS CHURCH
DIRECTORY ADVERTISE YOUR

* Church Services and  STARTING AT ONLY
programs
* Streaming Live URL
* FREE first priority $1 099
Wi

announcement place

For details call 225.775.2002

Hour of Power ..
Sunday Schoo
Church Servic

Communion Service .
Bible Study Wednesda;
Sister/Brotherhood Meeting

Good Shepherd Full Gospel B.C.
The People’s Church

25053 Mission Drive » Baian Rouge, 70805 » Telephone (225) 3505873
Rishop H. Haves, Pastor

...12 Noon Each Wednesday

TEAM IMPACT CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

EUIPPING ORDIMARY PEQPLE FOR EXTRA-DRDINARY MIMNISTRY

H oz kpokineg foran scoredifed Thrisian Linivensd fy Gl
oHers Spirit-srniried courses st sl lvais Than Team mpact
Chrisiian Unisarsity is for pwoul

Through curcampus in Baon Rouges and onling programs,

woul hawe 300ess 10 nUmEIDUs courses - inom Certificate in
Mdirisiry adl the werg throug h toour Docior of Minising Degres.

Enrolimssnt Year Agund  Most orsdite transferables.  Aceredibed

8804 Airding Hwy. Baton Rouge, LA 70815

5627561490 dorathyvsiersat S0y Al C o

New Jerusalem
Faith Fellowship

982 N 46th St, Baton Rouge, La. 70802

We helieve the Bible to be the inspired and only infallible written
Word of God. We believe that there is One God, eternally existent in
Three Persons; God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.

CAMPHOR MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
8742 Scenic Highway — Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807

Telephone: (225) 775-4106 -
Rev. Elenora Mackey Cushenberry, Th.D, Senior Pastor
Rev. Tiffanie C. Postell, Associate Pastor

................................ 9:30 a.m.
............................. 10:55 a.m.

Sunday School ........cccceeeinncunnnne.
Worship Service......c.coceeevenveennenne
Youth Sunday & Contemporary Worship........ 2nd Sun. 8:00 a.m.
Bible Study .....ocoviviiiiieiee
Prayer Ministry .........cccceevvevveennennee

Wed. 12:00 Noon and 5:00 p.m.
....................... Tues 6:00 p.m.

Fax: (225) 615-8359

DISCIPLES OUTREACH

M I NI S TRY
Rz tl 2032 Gore Rd, * Baton Rouge, LA 70807
L 9 )| Sunday Service .........ccooooorrverrrnenn. 9:00 am
* | Sunday School........cccccccccueicnnnne. 8:00 am
Bible Studay ......ccccevevueenene Mon.7:00 pm
Saturday Sabbath ................. Sat. 11:00 am

Bishop Thelma Pearl Senior Pastor
Bishop Michael Pearl, Assistant Pastor

We Don't Count Numbers. We Make Numbers Count

——35

Baton Rouge, LA 70805
www_:n'rl‘ur.m'e-_-;

See Website for Service

CHRISTIAN CHURCH

4524 East Brookstone Drive

and Streaming Live Times

~ £

S

BISHOP CHARLES E.WALLACE, PASTOR

Servloo Fpm
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Kingdom Life Family Center

Sundays at 10am
Wecdnesday Inspiratioral
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SUNDAY
WORSHIP

Every Sunday
at 11:30 A.M.

HOLY

| Every 3rd Sunday

NEW BIRTH

FULL GOSPEL MINISTRIES

1283 Rosenwald Road
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807

Bishop I. J. Payne, Pastor

'THE NEW LIFE' Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

| COMMUNION

Radio Broadcast 1st and 3rd Sunday WXOK at 8:00am

— 2 Corinthians 5:17

SUNDAY
SCHOOL
Every Sunday
at 9:30 AM.

HOUR OF

POWER
Every Friday

at 12 NOON

ST JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH

Or. Donald R, Ruth, Pastor
8310 New Rafe Mayer Road
Baton Rowge, LA 70807

Phone: X357 TL-575E

Weh Addrass saintjohnbo.org

Dr. Donald Ruth, Pastor

Waorship Timas:

CrosaWalk Classes: Sundass T30 AR - 10030 AR
sunday YWorship Experience: 11200 AR
Liplifl Trainimg: Thossdays 700 P - 3000 P

5856 Greenwell Springs Road ¢ Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806
Telephone: (225) 926-0246 « Facsimile: (225) 925-8022
Toll Free: 888-700-6174
Websites: www.newhopebr.com

Rev. Leo Cyrus Sr., Pastor
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11T )
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STRICKLYBUSINESS

There's a running joke in the black community
that when the white community gets a cold, we catch
pneumonia. This point can be clearly illustrated in
the current unemployment and labor market. Due
to COVID-19 millions of Americans currently are
collecting unemployment. This is a major problem
for minority communities because they have been
number one hit harder by the COVID 19 pandemic
do too their position in low wage and low skill posi-
tions. The lack of affordable health care for many
frontline workers put them at a severe disadvantage.

The Biden administration has stated that they
will have a tremendous focus on disinvested and disadvantaged com-
munities while rolling out the new vaccines for COVID 19. Many
African Americans have preexisting conditions which makes them
vulnerable to getting the COVID virus. Many frontline workers such
as store stockers cashier's, restaurant workers, another service workers
or a great risk of exposure to the general public. The workers respon-
sible for keeping hospitals in nursing homes clean and operational
are often minimum wage workers. Lately, some corporations are
starting to see the value of these frontline workers. This could be in
part because of the push from the Biden administration to raise the
minimum wage to $15.00 an hour.

Today Walmart the nation's leading retailer announced raises for
all of their employees. Starting employees will make on an average
of $11.50 an hour. Others will be moved up to $15.00 an hour for
their daily work. While we cheer these increases to get to a living
wage, the state of Louisiana is one of the few states which still has
the $7.00 an hour minimum wage has refused to change it. To be
clear Louisiana is not the only Gulf South state with $7.25 an hour,
Texas Mississippi Alabama, in Georgia all have the same federal
minimum wage. Arkansas leads the region with a $9.25 an hour
minimum wage followed by Florida at $8.25 an hour. many of us
see a gradual increase in the minimum wage coming out of the Biden
administration in the next two to three years. The old arguments that
raising the minimum wage will hurt small businesses is in part a fool's
errand. If people, make more they tend to spend more particularly
those in disinvested communities.

The long shadow of racial justice still hangs over policy as well
as business operations. Another Great American icon McDonald's
Corporation has announced that executive pay will be tide to its
growth in diversity and inclusion. McDonald's said Thursday it is
taking steps to increase the number of women and people from his-
torically underrepresented groups in its senior leadership ranks. By
2025, the company aims to have at least 35% of its senior-director
and higher leadership roles be held by people from minorities. The
company also stated but it will be pursuing having more women in
leadership positions throughout the company.

Politically we should always bear in mind the corporations often
do what's in their bottom-line best interest. While the Senate did not
convict former President Donald J Trump of insurrection based upon
the impeachment docket presented to the Senate. Louisiana's senator
David Cassidy voted with the majority of Democrats and nine other
Republicans to convict president trump. Under the rules of the Senate
17 Republicans had to go along with the 50 Democrats to convict
Mr. Trump. Needless to say, the Biden administration wants to put
the matters of Trumpness in the rearview mirror of history. They
will now focus on getting shots in arms and getting the economy
back on its feet.

Here in Baton Rouge, we are seeing a number of programs seeking
to help small businesses through grants as well as other assistance.
The office of the Mayor President Sharon Weston Broom and the
Urban League recently announced the following in a press release:

Micro-enterprises and small businesses are the backbone of East
Baton Rouge Parish’s economy providing countless services to the
residents of EBR and the surrounding areas. Unfortunately, Covid-19
has significantly impacted many of the businesses that our community
has come to depend on. To meet the short-term financial needs of
microenterprises and small businesses, the Office of Mayor-President
Sharon Weston-Broome is offering one-time, micro-grants of $2,500
to eligible entities that have been impacted by Covid-19 through the
Resilient Restart EBR: Small Business Micro-grants Program. You
can find out more about these grants at restartebr@urbanleaguela.org.

Full disclosure, as a business consultant for the Southern Uni-
versity small business development center LSBDC, often we get
announcements about great programs four small business owners.
Another program being sponsored and promoted by the Urban League
of Louisiana touts a grant that you can apply for. In their announce-
ment it states the following : The National Community Reinvestment
Coalition announces the launch of the Stavros Niarchos Foundation
(SNF) Small Business Growth & Recovery Fund grant program. The
initiative offers a unique 360-degree solution awarding U.S .-based
small businesses with up to $20,000 each, which does not need to be
repaid, accompanied with complementary virtual training and men-
torship. The program seeks to help U.S. small businesses, focusing
on those owned by people of color, women, and veterans as well as
those in lower-income communities, find their footing in an acutely

Rinaldie
Jacobs,Sr.

See BUSINESS, on page 6
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BRCC receives vehicle donation from All Star
Automotive Group for outreach and recruitment

BATON ROUGE, La — Chair-
man, President and CEO of All Star
Automotive Group, Matt McKay
recently donated a Chevrolet Volt
to the Automotive Program at
Baton Rouge Community College,
through the BRCC Foundation.
The car will be used by the BRCC
Automotive faculty and staff mem-
bers to enhance their outreach and
recruitment efforts as they travel
and visit high schools and meet
with prospective students across
the state and region.

“We are very grateful for the
donation of the Chevrolet Volt
from our friend and supporter Matt
McKay and the All Star Automo-
tive Group,” said BRCC Chan-
cellor Dr. Willie E. Smith. “We
truly value our partnership and the
support he continues to give to
our students and the Automotive
program. This donation will be a
great use to our faculty and staff
members as they continue to train
future auto technicians.”

McKay’s ongoing relation-
ship with the college fueled the
vehicle donation to the BRCC
Foundation.

The McKay Automotive
Training Center at BRCC’s Ar-
dendale Site is named for McKay’s
father. The center trains men and
women in the high-tech automotive
technician field through rigorous

CENTER
OLLEGE

Pictured (I to r) BRCC Automotive Department Chair Van Guarino, BRCC Vice Chancellor for Academic and Student Affairs

Sarah Barlow, BRCC Program Manager Jayson Purdy, McKay, and BRCC Chancellor Willie E. Smith.

classroom work and modern labo-
ratories with the latest equipment.

“We are pleased to support
the BRCC Automotive Program
and provide a vehicle that will
be used to recruit even more stu-

dents for this great program,” said
McKay. “The faculty and staff are
well equipped to prepare these
future students and introduce
them to the latest technology and
equipment needed to fix the cars

of tomorrow.”

For more information about
the BRCC Automotive Program or
to schedule a recruitment or out-
reach opportunity, visit mybrcc.
edu or call 1-866-217-9823.

Baton Rouge to Participate Plastic Pollution Initiative

BATON ROUGE, La.— The
Miississippi River Cities and Towns
Initiative (MRCTTI) announced this
week Baton Rouge would be one of
three locations for its Mississippi
River Plastic Pollution Initiative. In
April, the initiative will empower
citizens to collect data about plas-
tic pollution in East Baton Rouge
Parish that ultimately enters our
waterways.

“Making Baton Rouge a
cleaner community will take a
whole community approach.
MRCTT’s Mississippi River Plastic
Pollution Initiative gives our citi-
zens a powerful tool to help stop
plastic pollution at its source,” said
Mayor-President Sharon Weston
Broome, MRCTI Co-Chair. “The
data from this initiative will help
inform the city-parish how to reduce
plastic pollution before it enters our
waterways.”

Akey component of the initia-
tive is the Marine Debris Tracker
app, which will allow citizens to
document plastic pollution in East
Baton Rouge Parish: www.debris-
tracker.org. It is very important peo-
ple using the app select the MRCTI
list from the options when the app
is downloaded. More information
about the Mississippi River Plastic

Pollution Initiative can be found at
WWW.Unep.org/mississippi.

The data collection efforts will
focus on problem areas like LSU
Burden Gardens were there has been
adecades-old accumulation of plas-
tic waste. The data will help Baton

Rouge identify the source of plastic
waste as well as seek funding for
the installation of debris-collection
devices in our waterways that will
reduce the amount of plastic waste
flowing into locations like Burden
Gardens.

Residents interested in engag-
ing with and receiving updates about
the initiative and other community
revitalization efforts can sign up
on the Neighborhood Engagement
Hub at www.safehopefulneighbor-
hoods.com.

f NEW!LEocation:

6180 Airline Hwy.- B.R. 1A |

Nextto Burger King

Mon.- Sat. 10-8
allll. I.E.dll ll

ESS/SERVICE

Bell's Lawn Service

Mowing
Edging
Blowing
Trimming
Flower Beds
Bush Hedging

Pressure Washing
General Clean-Up

Raymond Bell

Oumer [ Operator
Fhone: 225-588-1427

Speciolizing In Various Lawn
re Service & Prezsure Washing

S e AR

16 Dallas Dr. | Baan Bouoe, 14

W | Oulisianawasie com

WTAA ENGINEERS

ENGINEERIMNG COMSULTANTS AND CONSTRUCTICN SUPFPORT SERVICES

“Team Working For Success Through Quality Performance”

Civil Engineers Needed
W.T. Winfield, Manager
2622 North Street, Baton Rouge, LA
222-383-0822 or 1-866-324-WTAA Toll Free

SHRIMP « DYSTERS - CRABS

CRAWFISH *= LIVE OR BOIED = WE BOIL FOR PARTIES +

= HOT BOILED PEANLTS = WE SHIP NATIONWIDE

(225) 357-9669

5215 Plank Road
Baton Rounge, LA 70805

Catering To Geaux®
No order too large or foo small

FRESH BOUDIN = BOUDIN BALLS

Open 7 Days A Week + www.TonySeafood.com
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CHURCH FURNITURE « FLOORING

CARL W
Prosidesm!

Email: cjw7 @att.net
www.cjwdistributors.com

2303 West Highmeadow Ct.
Baton Rouge, LA 70816

Ph: 225-292-0305

Cell: 225-405-3427
Fax: 225-292-0307

Toll Free: 800-240-9507

'fnunu Man's Lawn Service, Lu:

.ﬁ.prﬂfessinnal job, for a reasnnahl' pli::u
F;e_ stimates. Commercial and Eesu‘leﬂhal
- Jeremiah Sadler
Owner

225-400-3862

TO ADVERTISE HERE, CALL THE BATON ROUGE WEEKLY PRESS AT 225.775.2002
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HEALTH

Louisiana
Greatly Expands
COVID Vaccine
Eligibility; See
Who's Eligible

BATON ROUGE - State of-
ficials announced Louisiana has
widened the eligibility pool for the
COVID vaccination to people as
young 16 years old, so long as they
have a pre-existing condition.

The new group includes those
ages 16 to 64 who have a host of
conditions that could increase their
risk of more severe COVID-19
infections.

Those ages 16 and above will
be eligible for the Pfizer vaccine
and those who are 18 and above can
get the Johnson & Johnson or Mod-
erna vaccines, if they have one or
more of the following conditions:

B moderate to severe asthma

B cerebrovascular disease

B hypertension or high blood
pressure

B immunocompromised
state from blood or bone marrow
transplant, immune deficiencies,
HIV, use of corticosteroids or use
of other immune weakening medi-
cines

B neurologic conditions, such
as dementia

B liver disease

B cystic fibrosis

B overweight

B pulmonary fibrosis

B thalassemia

B type 1 diabetes mellitus

Anyone of age who works in
a congregate shelter, such as a jail
or group home, can also get the
vaccine.

618 Vaccine Providers in all 64 Parishes
will Receive COVID Vaccine this Week

The following information is from the Louisiana Department of Health:

BATON ROUGE, La. - Officials with
the Louisiana Department of Health (LDH)
say 618 vaccine providers across the state will
receive “very limited doses” of the COVID-
19 vaccine.

This week, 618 vaccine providers across
the state will receive very limited doses of
COVID vaccine. These providers — includ-
ing 258 chain pharmacies (including 123
Walmarts, 14 Sam’s Club and 64 CVS loca-
tions from retail pharmacy program), 151
independent pharmacies, 67 hospitals, 41
public health providers, 27 urgent cares, 34
federally qualified health centers (FQHCs),
21 medical practices, 8§ rural health clinics
(RHCs) and 11 other healthcare providers
— represent all nine public health regions
and 64 parishes of the state.

LDH has published the list of participat-
ing providers, along with their locations and
contact information, on its website: covidvac-
cine.la.gov. In addition to these providers,
community vaccination events are taking
place across the state and are also listed on
LDH’s website.

Future distribution is dependent on
vaccine made available to the state, among
other factors.

These vaccines will be available only for
the following populations in Phase 1B, Tier 1:

B Persons 65 and older

B Dialysis providers and patients

B Ambulatory and outpatient provid-
ers and staff Behavioral health providers
and staff Urgent care clinic providers and
staff Commu9*-/nity care providers and staff
Dental providers and staff Non-emergency
Medical Transportation (NEMT) providers
and staff

B Professional home care providers
(including hospice workers) and home care
recipients (including older and younger
people with disabilities over the age of 16
who receive community or home-based care,
as well as clients of home health agencies)

B Interpreters and Support Service
Providers (SSPs) working in community

covip 19

. Vaccine

Ascciue
(COAID 13

and clinic-based settings, and clients who
are both deaf and blind

B Health-related support personnel (lab
staff, mortuary staff who have contact with
corpses, pharmacy staff)

B Schools of allied health students,
residents and staff

B State and local essential COVID
emergency response personnel

B Some elections staff of March and
April elections

B Teachers and any other support staff
working on site in K-12 or daycare

B All pregnant persons

B Individuals ages 55-64 with at least
one of the conditions listed by the CDC as
placing them at an “increased risk of severe
illness from the virus that causes COVID-
19.” Persons with the following qualifying
underlying medical conditions are advised
to complete the Louisiana COVID-19 Vac-
cine Attestation Form (English | Spanish |
Vietnamese) to receive the vaccine (providers
should have available if individuals are not
able to print and complete in advance): Cancer
Chronic kidney disease COPD (chronic ob-
structive pulmonary disease) Down syndrome
Heart conditions including but not limited
to heart failure, coronary artery disease or
cardiomyopathies Immunocompromised
state (weakened immune system) from solid
organ transplant Obesity (body mass index
[BMI] of 30kg/m2 or higher but less than

40kg/m?2) Severe obesity (BMI greater than
40kg/m?2) Sickle cell disease Smoking Type
2 diabetes mellitus

Participating providers must make
available vaccine available to anyone who
is eligible. Failure to do so will inform future
decisions about distribution.

Eligible residents must contact a partici-
pating provider and make an appointment
with them. Patients who arrive without an
appointment will not be vaccinated. LDH
cannot make appointments for patients; only
providers can.

Second doses

Patients receiving Moderna or Pfizer
vaccines will receive their second dose of
the COVID vaccine at the same location
they received their first dose. Second-dose
appointments should be made during the
administration of the first dose. If residents
missed their second dose vaccination ap-
pointment they should immediately contact
the provider of their first dose to schedule a
new appointment. If you have received the
Moderna vaccine, ideally your second shot
should be given 28 days after your first one.
If you get the Pfizer vaccine, the second dose
should be given 21 days after the first. Ac-
cording to the CDC, you can safely receive
the second dose up to 42 days and likely
longer after the first dose if need be.

The recently authorized Johnson &
Johnson vaccine is given in one dose, and
like the other two vaccines is 100% effec-
tive at preventing hospitalization and death
from COVID.

The Louisiana Department of Health
is coordinating the COVID-19 vaccine
distribution effort in Louisiana. As more
vaccines become available from the CDC,
more individuals and groups will be offered
a vaccination. We want everyone to have
the opportunity to get vaccinated against
COVID. We are confident that COVID-19
vaccines will be a critical tool in ultimately
ending the pandemic.

Tools from page 4

its transforming work if we never
let it into our minds and hearts?

The Church. Christ uses His
body of believers as a place for
transformation. That's where we
rub against each other and have
the rough edges of our character
smoothed. It is a place of instruc-
tion, accountability, and encour-
agement.

Are you letting the Lord use
His character-shaping tools in your
life? Our culture has no shortage of
worldly voices and pressures that
fill minds and influence behav-
ior. Only when we intentionally
schedule time for God, His Word,
and His people can Christ do His
transforming work in our lives.

For more biblical teaching
and resources from Dr. Charles
Stanley, please visit www.intouch.
org.

Easter from page 4

specializes in television/film
production, talent partnerships,
and brand development. The
company consistently delivers
high- quality, “break-through”
family and faith-based program-
ming that engages national audi-
ences. Recently, Carter created
and executive produced “The
Clark Sisters: First Ladies of
Gospel,” the highest-rated origi-
nal TV movie of 2020.

Business from page 5

challenging economic landscape.
The application period will remain
open from February 17,2021 until
11:59 PM EST on March 19th,
2021. This program is supported
by the Stavros Niarchos Founda-
tion. Email me at fullcircledev@
gmail.com and I will send you the
email with a link to apply. Make
2021 your year that you use all of
these great resources. Keeping it
Strickly Business.

Getting back to normal begins with getting the two-dose COVID-19 vaccine. It's understandable

that you may have questions, and we're here to provide the facts. Facts like the vaccine has been

thoroughly tested, that it's authorized by the FDA, and that it's the best way to protect yourself

and family members from COVID. To find out when and where you can go sleeves up and get

the vaccine, visit our website or call 211.

COVIDVACCINE.LA.GOV

211




