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THUR. 11/11
PM Showers
High 76°.

TUE. 11/09
Mostly Sunny
High 76°.

MON. 11/08
Sunny
High 74°.

WED. 11/10
Mostly Cloudy
High 77°.
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CDC RECOMMENDS PFIZER'S  
COVID vaccine for children ages 5 through 11

T h e 
C e n t e r s 
f o r  D i s -
ease Con-

trol and Prevention is recom-
mending that all children ages 
5 through 11 get a low-dose 
COVID-19 vaccine made by 
Pfizer-BioNTech.

The move clears the way 
for shots to be administered as 
soon as tomorrow, though it 
may be a few days before the 
vaccine is widely available.

CDC director Rochelle 
Walensky issued the recom-
mendation Tuesday, just hours 
after a unanimous vote by the 
CDC's Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices sup-
porting the use of the vaccine 
for children in this age group.

Walensky 's  decis ion 
means that approximately 28 
million children ages 5 through 

11 will be eligible for the shots.
President Biden issued 

a statement calling the deci-
sion "a turning point in our 
battle against COVID-19," and 
said the federal government 
has purchased enough of the 
low-dose children's vaccine 
"for every child in America."

Shipments of the vaccine 
started last Friday following 
the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration's decision to authorize 
the vaccine in this age group. 

White House COVID-19 re-
sponse coordinator Jeffrey 
Zients said some 15 million 
doses are being shipped this 
week, and the federal program 
for distributing the vaccine 
"will be fully operational" by 
next Monday, Nov. 8.

Some school districts 
have already scheduled vacci-
nation drives in coming weeks, 
before the Thanksgiving holi-
day, though some districts have 
said they will not be providing 

the vaccines through schools.
The Pfizer-BioNTech 

pediatric vaccine is one-third 
the adult dose and, like the 
adult formulation, is given in 
two doses, three weeks apart. 
The lower dose was chosen 
to minimize side effects and 
still produce strong immunity, 
Pfizer says.

BATON ROUGE, La. — This 
is just another example of Louisiana 
setting itself apart from practically 
every other state. Lawmakers say the 
way we finance our state’s justice 
system is unreliable in most cases. In 
fact, some at the capitol would refer 
to it as somewhat 
archaic. And 
this morn-
i n g ’ s 
meeting 
with the 
justice 
system 
c o m -
m i s s i o n 
c e r t a i n l y 
highlighted that.

Right now, Louisiana’s justice 
system is primarily funded through 
fines and fees that are paid by people 
like you when you get a speeding or 
parking ticket. But a group of law-
makers believes that way of financ-
ing has been outdated since almost 
the 70's. Now, they’re looking for a 
better solution.

“A lot of states like Alabama 
and Florida, they did this, but they 
did it in the 70's and we’re still now 
50 years down the line looking at 
it. We know that it’s a poor system, 
I mean there’s no disputing that by 
almost anybody,” said Rep. Tanner 
Magee (R).

Rep. Magee chairs the Commis-
sion on Justice System Funding and 
he said part of the reason Louisiana 
doesn’t have an adequate system of 
funding is that it intentionally tries to 
do things differently from other states.

“I think unique is good when 
it’s, you know, gumbo. I think it’s 
not quite so good when it’s the court 
system,” Rep. Magee continued.

The main problem with relying 
on people to pay their fines and fees 
to support the system is whenever 
something like COVID or a hurricane 
comes through, it has the potential to 
throw the whole thing off the rails. 
It’s also nearly impossible to predict 
how much money the state has to 
work with year-to-year.

“Because it’s so unpredictable, 
for instance with COVID, a lot of 
courts were shut down, pretty much 
all the courts were shut down, so they 
weren’t collecting any of these fines 
and fees. So, the idea is, how do we 
just get a setup of direct funding,” said 
Peter Robins-Brown with Louisiana 
Progress.

That’s exactly what the commis-
sion is trying to do. But before a new 
system can take effect, a decision on 
what that system will look like has 
to be made.

“It does appear both from what 
we saw today but some stuff we’ve 
seen from the past few weeks and 
months that we’re getting there,” 
Robins-Brown added.

“I don’t think there’s going to 
be any new taxes. So, existing taxes, 
trying to find if there’s something in 

B A T O N 
ROUGE, La. — 
Louisiana is extend-
ing its “Shot For 100' 
COVID-19 vaccine 
incentive program 
through the month 
of November, Gov. 
John Bel Edwards 
says.

The governor 
made the announce-
ment via Twitter on 
Monday, Nov. 1.

The program 
gives Louisiana residents who get vac-
cinated at participating community-based 
sites a $100 Visa gift card.

Residents must register online at 
ShotFor100.com before getting vacci-

SUPER SUPER COOLCOOLfashionsfashionsA  B R A N D  O F  S T Y L E  A N D  S O P H I S T I C A T I O NA  B R A N D  O F  S T Y L E  A N D  S O P H I S T I C A T I O N

SUITS • HATS • SHOES • SHIRTS • FASHION ACCESSORIES

EVERYDAY

SALE
Visit The Syle Master
"Mr. Super Cool 
Keith B. O'Connor" 

6180 Airline Hwy
Baton Rouge, La. 70805

225.357.5796

Pfizer-BioNTech's COVID-19 vaccine for young children is a lower-dose formulation of the companies' adult vaccine. It was found to be safe and 
nearly 91% effective at preventing COVID-19.Paul Hennessy/SOPA Images/LightRocket via Getty

President Biden issued a statement calling the decision "a turning 
point in our battle against COVID-19," and said the federal govern-
ment has purchased enough of the lowdose children's vaccine "for 
every child in America."

President 
Joe Biden

Rochelle 
Walensky

Gov. John 
Bel Edwards

CDC director Rochelle Walensky issued the rec-
ommendation Tuesday, just hours after a unani-
mous vote by the CDC's Advisory Committee on 

Immunization Practices supporting the use of the 
vaccine for children in this age group.

See CDC on page 2

Louisiana’s 
‘Shot For 
100' campaign 
extended 
through 
November

Lawmakers 
discuss ways 
to better fund 
state’s justice 
system

See SYSTEM on page 3

BATON ROUGE, La. — The 
holiday season has arrived, and with 
it comes the time for stores to hire on 
holiday workers but this year those 
seasonal jobs are looking more like a 
year-round need.

Like last year where we saw a 
big need for truck drivers and delivery 
services to meet the high demand of 
online shoppers, we’re still seeing the 
same problem on top of the need for 
employees to physically be in stores 
also. Shoppers are opening their wal-
lets about as much as they were before 
the pandemic. According to the Baton 

See JOBS on page 2

See NOVEMBER on page 2

BR has more job 
openings than 
people seeking 
employment
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LOCAL & STATE

BATON ROUGE, La. — 
Mayor-President Sharon Weston 
Broome announced today that 
City-Parish debris removal crews 
completed their first parish wide 
pass, collecting more than 860,000 
cubic yards of storm debris from 
Hurricane Ida so far.

Crews are now conducting 
their second and third comprehen-
sive passes in all neighborhoods 
impacted by the storm, with trucks 
collecting debris along all residen-
tial roadways in the City of Baton 
Rouge and unincorporated areas of 
East Baton Rouge Parish.

City-Parish officials estimate 
crews will complete their final passes 
in all areas by Thanksgiving. During 
this time, debris removal crews and 
trucks will remain fully operational 
in addressing residents’ debris re-
moval needs. The City-Parish will 
begin transitioning bulky and woody 
waste collection services to Repub-
lic Services as crews complete their 
third and final pass.

City-Parish environmental spe-
cialists and debris monitors continue 
to assess damages on every street 
in impacted areas and direct trucks 
to debris removal piles. Residents 

should continue organizing their 
storm debris into separate piles, as 
crews cannot collect storm debris 
that is mixed with other household 
trash or types of debris.

For more information and to 
track the status of the City-Parish’s 
Hurricane Ida debris removal pro-
gram, visit brla.gov/idadebris.

  

BATON ROUGE, La.  – 
Today, the Board of Directors of 
the Baton Rouge Area Chamber 
(BRAC) announced a supportive 
position on the tax millage renewal 
of the Capital Area Transit System 
(CATS), which will appear on the 
November 13 ballot. Early vot-
ing begins October 30, and BRAC 
encourages voters to support ex-
tending transit funding for the city. 

As the Capital Region’s lead 
economic development organiza-
tion and an advocacy voice for the 
business community, BRAC has 
long supported initiatives and ef-
forts that positively impact trans-
portation alternatives and quality 
of life of the Baton Rouge Area. 

Public transit is an essential 
component of every thriving met-
ropolitan economy. Recent BRAC 
analysis found that CATS’ past 
performance largely achieved its 
goals over the last decade, and its 
goals over the next 10 years should 
position it for additional perfor-
mance improvement. Based on its 
performance outcomes, BRAC’s 
support focuses on the transit 
system’s positive impact on the 
economy and the crucial role it 
plays connecting workers to jobs.

Ralph Bender, BRAC board 
chair and CFO of Manship Media, 
said, “For an overwhelming num-
ber of the people who use the CATS 
system, it is their only means of 
transportation to and from work. 
Not funding CATS puts significant 
risk in their ability to get to their 
jobs. This would create incredible 
adversity for hundreds, if not thou-
sands of local businesses whose 
enterprise is dependent upon a 
reliable workforce.”

BRAC’s Board support is 
largely based on the following:

•	CATS connects to over 
225,000 jobs across the route 

system
•	91% of CATS customers 

have no other transportation option
•	63% of riders use bus ser-

vice at least five days per week
•	59% of riders rated the sys-

tem good or excellent in a recent 
FuturePAC poll

•	Independent economic 
modeling by the ULL Blanco 
Center for Public Policy estimated 
that the agency will contribute $1.6 
billion in economic impact to the 
Baton Rouge Area in the next de-
cade

•	Revenue generated from the 
millage to be renewed represents 
60% of CATS’ annual budget

BRAC has asked CATS man-
agement and Board to increase and 
improve its transparency and ac-
countability over its annual perfor-
mance, by adding clearer, yearly re-
porting of all metrics and measures 
related to its new, Board-adopted, 
10-year goals. CATS should also 
increase transparency over its fiscal 
management of taxpayer dollars, 
such as publishing its spending and 
contracts on Open Checkbook BR. 
It’s important that CATS continue 
to respond in a timely and trans-
parent manner to clear the record 
regarding recent accusations, and 
that all matters be fully reviewed 
and resolved by its management 
board. These recent media con-
troversies, moreover, should be 
viewed alongside and measured 
against the transit agency’s per-
formance on key metrics over the 
last decade, as well as the service it 
provides to those without vehicles 
who continue to need access to 
jobs, health care, or family.  

For an in-depth analysis of 
CATS performance and its new 10-
year goals, please see this BRAC 
Public Policy Commentary.

BRAC Board Announces Support 
for Transit Millage Renewal

City-Parish Debris Removal Crews Making Progress, 
Expected to Complete Final Pass by Thanksgiving

Louisiana National Guard Senior Airman William Bommer, 159th Civil Engineering Squadron’s heavy equipment journey-
man, removes tree branches in downtown Lake Charles, La., Aug. 30, 2020, after Hurricane Laura caused heavy damage 
in the area.

Before the advisory com-
mittee meeting Tuesday, Walen-
sky called this "a monumental 
day" as she urged the panel to 
consider the toll that COVID-19 
has had on children. The CDC's 
latest data show that 172 chil-
dren ages 5 to 11 have died from 
COVID-19 and more than 8,300 
have been hospitalized.

"We also know that beyond 
the clinical impact of COVID 
on children, there have been 
detrimental social and mental 
health impacts that we are just 
beginning to fully understand," 
Walensky said in giving her 
charge to the panel. "It is our 
ongoing responsibility to make 
sure as many people as possible 
are vaccinated and protected 
from COVID-19."

Her statements left little 
doubt that she supported a broad 
recommendation to vaccinate 
all children 5 to 11 years old.

During a Monday brief-
ing, White House COVID-19 
response coordinator Jeffrey 
Zients said that the government 
has purchased enough of the 
low-dose children's vaccine 
for everyone in this age group. 
Zients said that the company 
began filling and labeling the 
vials and started shipping 15 
million doses when the Food 
and Drug Administration au-
thorized the vaccine last Friday.

The federal program for 
distributing the vaccine "will 
be fully operational" by next 
Monday, Nov. 8, Zients said, 
with some doses possibly avail-
able by the end of this week.

The vaccine  is  being 
shipped to pediatricians' and 
family doctors' offices, Zients 
said, as well as to community 
health centers, pharmacies, 
tribal health centers and other 
providers. School-based vaccine 
administration sites will also be 
included in some areas.

Some school districts have 
already scheduled vaccina-
tions before the Thanksgiving 
holiday. And some clinics say 
they're ready to begin the shots 
Wednesday.

Parents will not need a 
doctor's order to get a vaccine, 
Zients said, though parents with 
questions may want to discuss 
the vaccine with a trusted health 
provider.

In a statement announcing 
her decision, Walensky under-
lined that point. "As a mom, I 
encourage parents with ques-
tions to talk to their pediatrician, 
school nurse or local pharmacist 
to learn more about the vaccine 
and the importance of getting 
their children vaccinated," she 
said.

During the Tuesday meet-
ing of the CDC's Advisory 
Committee on Immunization 
Practices, panel members re-
viewed and discussed the sci-
ence behind the FDA's Friday 
authorization of the vaccine in 
all children 5 to 11 years old. 
That authorization was based 
mostly on a Pfizer-BioNTech 
study of 4,600 children world-
wide, of whom approximately 
3,100 got the low-dose vaccine 
and about 1,500 got a placebo.

nated at participating locations to be 
eligible to receive the $100 gift card.

Anyone receiving their first shot 
is eligible and may only participate 
once. Minors are eligible for the cash 
incentive but require parental consent 
to get the vaccine.

To learn more about Shot For 
100, visit ShotFor100.com or call 
Louisiana’s COVID-19 Vaccine Ho-
tline at 1-855-453-0774. In addition 
to learning more about Shot For 100, 
the COVID-19 Vaccine Hotline can 
answer questions about the vaccines 
and connect callers to medical pro-
fessionals.

Rouge Area Chamber (BRAC), the 
demand for the items you’re buying 
is expected to increase to the point 
it was back in 2019.

“Now, the issue is there are 
a lot of hiccups in the economy 
right now in terms of open jobs and 
supply chain issues,” said Andrew 
Fitzgerald with BRAC.

With everyone mostly shop-
ping online during the pandemic, 
the need for truck drivers soared. 
That problem still hasn’t gone away. 
And it’s likely now that businesses 
are open again, people won’t be as 
patient to wait for their packages.

Jobs from page 1

CDC from page 1

November from page 1



 www.brweeklypress.com •  November 4-10, 2021, 2021  • The Weekly Press • Page 3

at least five days per week
•	59% of riders rated the sys-

tem good or excellent in a recent 
FuturePAC poll

•	Independent economic mod-
eling by the ULL Blanco Center 
for Public Policy estimated that the 
agency will contribute $1.6 billion in 
economic impact to the Baton Rouge 
Area in the next decade

•	Revenue generated from the 
millage to be renewed represents 60% 
of CATS’ annual budget

BRAC has asked CATS man-

agement and Board to increase and 
improve its transparency and account-
ability over its annual performance, 
by adding clearer, yearly reporting of 
all metrics and measures related to its 
new, Board-adopted, 10-year goals. 
CATS should also increase transpar-
ency over its fiscal management of 
taxpayer dollars, such as publishing 
its spending and contracts on Open 
Checkbook BR. It’s important that 
CATS continue to respond in a timely 
and transparent manner to clear the re-
cord regarding recent accusations, and 

that all matters be fully reviewed and 
resolved by its management board. 
These recent media controversies, 
moreover, should be viewed along-
side and measured against the transit 
agency’s performance on key metrics 
over the last decade, as well as the 
service it provides to those without 
vehicles who continue to need access 
to jobs, health care, or family.  

For an in-depth analysis of 
CATS performance and its new 10-
year goals, please see this BRAC 
Public Policy Commentary.

If FEMA sent you a letter say-
ing you are ineligible for assis-
tance after Hurricane Ida damaged 
your home, you still have options. 
People are considered ineligible 
typically for one of several com-
mon reasons.

• FEMA determined you had 
insufficient damage to your resi-
dence: Consider applying with the 
U.S. Small Business Administra-
tion (SBA) for a low-interest loan.

• You have an insurance 
policy that covered the damage 
to your home: Contact FEMA 
if your insurance settlement is 
delayed longer than 30 days or 
is insufficient to meet your Ida-
related needs.

• You indicated that you 
were not willing to relocate while 
your damaged home was being 
repaired This selection made you 
ineligible for FEMA temporary 
rental assistance, but you may 
still be eligible for home repair 
or personal property replacement 
grants. Contact FEMA’s Helpline 
at 800-621-3362.

• A FEMA-contracted inspec-
tor may have tried to reach you 
numerous times but was unable to 
schedule an appointment: Call the 
FEMA Helpline at 800-621-3362 
to check on your application.

• FEMA could not verify your 
identity: FEMA must be able to 
verify an applicant’s identity with 
a valid Social Security number. 
See acceptable documents here: 
Common Reasons FEMA May 
Find you Ineligible for Assistance 
| FEMA.gov

 
n  If you disagree with 

FEMA’s decision on disaster as-
sistance, you have the option to 
submit an appeal and have FEMA 
look at your case again.

 After applying for FEMA as-
sistance, you will receive a letter 
explaining FEMA’s eligibility 
decision and the reason for that 
decision.

• Read your letter carefully 
because it specifies why you may 
not be eligible and recommends 
actions you can take that may 
change the decision.

• Everyone has the right to 
appeal a FEMA decision. An ap-
peal must be filed in the form of 
a signed letter from the applicant, 
within 60 days of the date on the 
decision letter. In the appeal, ex-
plain why you disagree with the 
decision. Include any requested 
information and supporting docu-
mentation.

• Within 90 days of the receipt 

of the appeal letter, FEMA will 
notify you in writing about the 
appeal decision.

  19 FEMA disaster recov-
ery centers (DRCs) are open in 
14 Louisiana parishes hardest hit 
by Hurricane Ida. To find a DRC 
closest to you and the hours of 
operation, visit www.FEMA.gov/
DRC or check the FEMA App.

 
DRC’s in Baton Rouge area:
•	�1112 East Ascension Com-

plex
Gonzales, LA
•	26890 Highway 42
Springfield, LA
 
U.S. Small Business Admin-

istration Helping Survivors
 
n Federal low-interest di-

saster loans from the U.S. Small 
Business Administration (SBA) 
are available to businesses, home-
owners and renters. As of Oct. 29, 
SBA has approved 15,801 loans 
for a total of $789 million

 
n SBA Media Contact:
Rick Tillery
(571) 752-0659
Richard.tillery@sba.gov
 

NATIONAL FLOOD 
INSURANCE PROGRAM
n FEMA’s National Flood 

Insurance Program (NFIP) is ready 
to assist policyholders who ex-
perienced losses due to flooding 
from Hurricane Ida. Contact your 
insurance agent to report your loss. 
If you can’t remember the name or 
number of the insurance company, 
call NFIP at 877-336-2627.

 
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
n Louisiana Statewide 

Cemetery Response Task Force: 
225-326-6056 or cemeterytask-
force@ag.louisiana.gov
n State of Louisiana’s Hur-

ricane Ida Sheltering Program: 
idashelteringla.com/ or call 844-
268-0301
n FEMA Helpline (7 a.m. – 

11 p.m., seven days a week): 800-
621-3362 (TTY: 800-462-7585)
n SBA’s Customer Service 

Center: 800-659-2955 or email Di-
sasterCustomerService@sba.gov
n Louisiana’s Supplemen-

tal Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP): http://dcfs.louisiana.gov/
page/snap-hot-foods-waiver

FEMA Updates

Baton Rouge Chamber of Commerce

BRAC Board Announces Support for Transit Millage Renewal
BATON ROUGE, La. – The 

Board of Directors of the Baton 
Rouge Area Chamber (BRAC) an-
nounced a supportive position on the 
tax millage renewal of the Capital 
Area Transit System (CATS), which 
will appear on the November 13 
ballot. Early voting begins October 
30, and BRAC encourages voters to 
support extending transit funding for 
the city. 

As the Capital Region’s lead 
economic development organiza-
tion and an advocacy voice for the 
business community, BRAC has long 
supported initiatives and efforts that 
positively impact transportation al-
ternatives and quality of life of the 
Baton Rouge Area. 

Public transit is an essential 
component of every thriving met-
ropolitan economy. Recent BRAC 
analysis found that CATS’ past per-
formance largely achieved its goals 
over the last decade, and its goals over 
the next 10 years should position it 
for additional performance improve-
ment. Based on its performance out-
comes, BRAC’s support focuses on 
the transit system’s positive impact 
on the economy and the crucial role 
it plays connecting workers to jobs.

Ralph Bender, BRAC board 
chair and CFO of Manship Media, 
said, “For an overwhelming number 
of the people who use the CATS sys-
tem, it is their only means of trans-
portation to and from work. Not 
funding CATS puts significant risk 
in their ability to get to their jobs. This 
would create incredible adversity for 
hundreds, if not thousands of local 
businesses whose enterprise is de-
pendent upon a reliable workforce.”

BRAC’s Board support is largely 
based on the following:

•	CATS connects to over 
225,000 jobs across the route system

•	91% of CATS customers have 
no other transportation option

•	63% of riders use bus service 

the future like medical marijuana, all 
these different things out there. What 
can we do to bring those revenues 
over to help fund this stuff, I think 
those are all options on the table,” 
Rep. Magee explained.

The commission’s goal is to 
reach an agreement and have some-
thing to vote on for the upcoming 
legislative session. If they fail to 
find a solution before session starts 
in March, we could very well be the 
same conversation about this well 
into next year.

System from page 1
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RELIGION

NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
5856 Greenwell Springs Road • Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806

Telephone: (225) 926-0246 • Facsimile: (225) 925-8022
Toll Free: 888-700-6174

Websites: www.newhopebr.com

Rev. Leo Cyrus Sr., Pastor

Dr. Donald Ruth, Pastor        

Hour of Power  .............................................12 Noon Each Wednesday
Sunday School ........................................................................... 8:00am
Church Service  .......................................................................... 9:00am
Communion Service  ............................................. 2nd Sunday 9:00am
Bible Study Wednesday  ............................................................7:00pm
Sister/Brotherhood Meeting .....................................................  6:00pm

NEW BIRTH
FULL GOSPEL MINISTRIES

'THE NEW LIFE' Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

— 2 Corinthians 5:17

Radio Broadcast 1st and 3rd Sunday WXOK at 8:00am

Bishop I. J. Payne, Pastor

1283 Rosenwald Road
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807

SUNDAY 
SCHOOL

HOUR OF
POWER

Every Sunday 
at 9:30 A.M.

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

HOLY
COMMUNION

Every Sunday 
at 11:30 A.M.

Every 3rd Sunday 
at 11:30 A.M.

Every Friday 
at 12 NOON

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the 
manner of some; but exhorting one another: and so much 
the more, as ye see the day approaching. - Hebrews 10:25

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Church directory ads starting at $10 per week 
call us for details 225.775.2002

DISCIPLES OUTREACH 

2032 Gore Rd, • Baton Rouge, LA 70807 
Sunday Service .............................. 9:00 am
Sunday School ............................... 8:00 am
Bible Studay .........................Mon.7:00 pm
Saturday Sabbath  .................Sat. 11:00 am

We Don't Count Numbers. We Make Numbers Count

M I N I S T R Y

Bishop Thelma Pearl Senior Pastor
Bishop Michael Pearl, Assistant Pastor

THE BRWEEKLY PRESS CHURCH 
DIRECTORY ADVERTISE YOUR

For details call 225.775.2002

$10OO
per week

STARTING AT ONLY•  Church Services and  
programs

• Streaming Live URL
•          FREE first priority 
  announcement place

CAMPHOR MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

8742 Scenic Highway – Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807
Telephone:  (225) 775-4106 -    Fax:  (225) 615-8359

Rev. Elenora Mackey Cushenberry, Th.D, Senior Pastor
Rev. Tiffanie C. Postell, Associate Pastor

Sunday School ................................................................ 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service ...........................................................  10:55 a.m.
Youth Sunday & Contemporary Worship .......  2nd Sun. 8:00 a.m.
Bible Study .................................Wed. 12:00 Noon and 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Ministry  ..................................................... Tues 6:00 p.m.

By Tony Evans

Hebrews 11:6 makes it crystal 
clear that without faith you won’t 
see God. This is because without 
faith, you do not please Him. The 
absence of faith results in the ab-
sence of the manifest presence of 
God. In other words, you may know 
He exists, but you won’t necessarily 
experience His existence in your 
day-to-day life. That’s why God 
urges us so often in Scripture to 
live our lives by faith.

He wants us to experience 
Him. 

He desires to intervene in our 
situations. 

He wants to reveal His power 
in our circumstances. 

But it requires our faith to 
participate in the process of His 
providential hand. Remember, faith 
is acting like it is so even when it’s 
not so in order that it might be so 
simply because God said so. Faith is 
verifiable. You never have to guess 
if you have faith because it shows 
up in your walk, not just your talk. 

Faith is made 
real when you 
choose to obey 
God even when 
you cannot see 
the reality or 
rationale of 
your obedience 
from a human 
perspective.

W h a t ’ s 
more:  fai th 
must always 

precede sight. Once you have sight, 
it is no longer faith. That’s why He-
brews 11:1 declares, “Now faith is 
the assurance of things hoped for, 
the conviction of things not seen.” 
If you have to see it first, you have 
cancelled faith. Faith is prior to, 
and apart from, sight. In fact, faith 
leads to sight. But, even so, most 
people first decide what they are 
going to do by what they see. As a 
result, they regularly cancel out the 
supernatural from taking place in 
their lives. Don’t make that mistake, 
for God wants you to experience 
more of Him.

Your Faith Leads to 
an Experience of God

Tony Evans

By Creflo Dollar

When we read the Gospel, it 
is important to read it in its proper 
context. Reading it through the 
Old Testament lens of the Law of 
Moses gives us an outdated inter-
pretation that is no longer valid, but 
reading it through the lens of grace 
reveals the power of the resurrected 
Jesus. When we understand that we 
don’t have to live by old standards 
that no longer apply to us, we’re 
free to rightly divide the Word of 
truth. Correspondingly, we limit 
ourselves when we lift Scriptures 
out of context and wrongly inter-
pret the Word.

Under the Law of Moses, 
punishment and condemnation 
were key motivators, but Jesus re-
placed the law with His grace and 
truth. Before, strict obedience and 

constant atone-
ment for sin 
was necessary 
to please God, 
but faith is all 
that is needed, 
now. The truth 
that Jesus was 
the perfect sac-
rifice for sin 
highlights the 
significance of 
what He did on 
the cross. Let-
ting this get down inside us begins 
to transform us.

For example, Holy Commu-
nion celebrates Jesus’ work on the 
cross but, if we’re not careful, we 
can incorrectly interpret the Scrip-
ture on communion. The apostle 
Paul wrote that whoever partakes 
of communion in an unworthy 

manner eats and drinks damna-
tion to himself. An Old Testament 
mindset immediately goes to sin-
consciousness and condemns us 
as being unworthy to take com-
munion. However, this Scripture 
is actually advising us to examine 
ourselves beforehand; it does not 
say to meditate on our sins and 
avoid communion altogether.

Reading this Scripture in con-
text, we see that we take the bread 
and wine in memory of Jesus, not 
of our sins. Interpreting this in-
correctly traps us in fear, guilt, 
and condemnation. Interpreting 
it correctly frees us to receive, 
by faith, what grace has made 
available. Reading the Word in 
the proper spirit opens our eyes 
to the forgiveness God offers us 
through the new

 

PRAYER:
God, in Your mercy You sent 

us Your Son to replace the condem-
nation and sin-consciousness of the 
old covenant with grace and love. 
You released us from the require-
ments of the Law of Moses and 
gave us freedom through Jesus. 
Thank You for giving us Your 
Spirit to properly interpret what 
You say to us. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.

SCRIPTURES:
2 Timothy 2:15
John 1:17
Romans 6:14
Hebrews 11:6
Hebrews 10:1-14
1 Corinthians 11:24, 25, 27-29

The resurrected Jesus transforms us

Creflo dollar

CAMPHOR MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

8742 Scenic Highway - Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807
Telephone:  (225) 775-4106 • Fax:  (225) 615-8359

Rev. Kermit Curtis “KC” Roberson, M.Div., MPA Senior Pastor

Sunday School................................................................... 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service..............1st, 3rd. & 4th Sundays............  10:55 a.m.
Contemporary Worship .........2nd & 5th Sunday..................8:00 a.m

(And any Sunday that falls on a Holiday)
Bible Study........ Wednesday, Men’s Mid-Day Study........12:00 p.m. 
Disciple Bible Study.................Wednesday.........................5:30 p.m.
Prayer Ministry...........................Tuesday............................6:00 p.m.

WE’RE CONNECTING YOU 
TO WHAT MATTERS!

NEED A RIDE

CAN GET
YOU THERE!

The Capital Area Transit System, commonly 
referred to as CATS, provides bus service 

to residents of and visitors to Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana. CATS operates 25 bus lines,

helping people get to the places 
where they live, work, play and worship. 

The agency provides more than The agency provides more than 
2 million rides each year.

WWW.BRCATS.COM
FOR FARES & SCHEDULES

DIRECTORY
BRWEEKLYPRESS  CHURCH & PLACES TO WORSHIP

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some; but exhorting Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some; but exhorting 
one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. - Hebrews 10:25one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. - Hebrews 10:25

Reach Thousands Weekly. Call 225-775-2002 Reach Thousands Weekly. Call 225-775-2002 
to take advantage of our special ratesto take advantage of our special rates

NEW RISING SUN
BAPTIST CHURCH
16444 Highland Road • Baton Rouge, LA 70810

Church: 225.302.5062
Home: 225.654.8947 • Cell: 225.572.7036

Sunday School.........................................11:00 am
Worship.....................................................12 Noon
Communion..........................................4th Sunday
Bible Class Tuesday..................................7:00 pm
Saturday Prayer Service...................................7:30 am

Bishop Ernest Mills
& Evangelist Yvonne Mills

 "A family feed is a family 
one step ahead." Resurrection Res-
toration Praise Temple Ministry, 
Greater Baton Rouge Food Bank 
and Louisiana Gospel Psalmists 
invite the residents of Baton Rouge 
and surrounding area communities 
to a "Pre-Thanksgiving Community 
Love Fest" Saturday, November 
6th from 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm. This 
family-friendly event will be held 
on the grounds of JJ's Inspection 
located at 6710 Plank Rd. Baton 
Rouge, LA 70811.

This free give-away of five-
hundred (500) bags of food and 
household items, which will include 
dry goods, produce, pampers, toilet 
tissue, paper towels, Coke products, 
water, and more, will be given away 
on a  first come, first serve basis.  If 
you have room to receive, simply 
drive through JJ's Inspections, en-
tering from Glen Oaks Drive, and 
exiting toward Plank Road.  We 
will offer free face painting for the 
kids, and local vendors will be set 

up to allow for some pre-Christmas 
shopping!  Take a seat and just soak 
up the beautiful sunshine, or sing 
and clap along, as Louisiana Gos-
pel Psalmists provide inspirational  
and soul-stirring music for your 
enjoyment. 

This event is all about loving 
your neighbor, and helping those in 
need.  So spread the word to family, 
friends, our senior citizens, college 
students, neighbors, co-workers, 
etc.  Everyone is welcome. And 
it's going to be a whole lot of fun!  
Since this event is outdoors, please 
dress accordingly.  We'll see you 
there!

Special Thanks to our gener-
ous sponsors: WTQT 106.1, Resur-
rection Restoration Ministry Praise 
Temple, Coke Cola, Kiwanis Club 
of Zachary,  LA, Greater Baton 
Rouge Food Bank, and Louisiana 
Gospel Psalmists. VOLUNTEERS 
are appreciated and needed. For 
more information, call 225-287-
4369

Resurrection Restoration Praise 
Temple Ministry to host Pre-Thanksgiving 
Community Love Fest, Give-Away
Receive 1 of 500 Bags/Boxes Of FREE 
Groceries & Household Items

by Creflo Dollar

As Christians we know that 
prayer is a powerful tool at our dis-
posal. However, we may never have 
learned how to pray effectively. Sim-
ply memorizing prayers we learned 
as children is only repeating empty 
words; true prayer is a conversation 
with God that doesn’t necessarily fit 
into a pre-defined mold. When we’re 
praying, remembering all the good 
things He has done and continues to 
do for us infuses thankfulness and 
gratitude into our prayers.

It’s easy to focus on all the bad 
things happening around us, but that 
way of thinking isn’t uplifting or ben-
eficial to our frame of mind. It may 
take some initial effort on our part, 
but we can reject negative thoughts 
that try to invade our minds while 
welcoming the positive thoughts. “For 
the rest, brethren, whatever is true, 
whatever is worthy of reverence and 
is honorable and seemly, whatever 
is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 
lovely and lovable, whatever is kind 

and winsome and 
gracious, if there 
is any virtue and 
excellence, if 
there is any-
thing worthy of 
praise, think on 
and weigh and 
take account of 
these things [fix 
your minds on 
them]” (Philippi-
ans 4:8, AMPC). 
We have the au-
thority as gatekeepers of our thought 
lives to allow only thoughts that agree 
with the Word of God to reside in 
our minds.

A thankful attitude empowers 
our prayer lives. We may remem-
ber our parents telling us as children 
to count our blessings. We need to 
do just that when we go to God in 
prayer. Reflecting on all the times 
He has turned bad situations around, 
and continues to do so, moves us to 
want to thank Him.

Prayer brings us into God’s pres-

ence, and when we’re in His presence 
we’ll feel it. All anxiety and worry 
disappear and all that’s left is His 
peace. “Be anxious for nothing, but 
in everything by prayer and suppli-
cation, with thanksgiving, let your 
requests be made known to God; and 
the peace of God, which surpasses 
all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus” (Philippians 4:6, 7, NKJV). 
We can be ourselves with Him and 
there are no limits to what we can 
pray about. As our heavenly Father, 
He always welcomes an opportunity 
to hear from His children.

Sometimes we may feel led 
to pray about particular individuals 
or certain circumstances. This is a 
prompting from the Holy Spirit that 
goes beyond our intellectual under-
standing because it comes directly 
from the mind of God. When we feel 
the need to pray but we can’t think 
of the right words, we can depend on 
the Spirit to pray the perfect prayer 
for us. “Likewise the Spirit also helps 
in our weaknesses. For we do not 

know what we should pray for as we 
ought, but the Spirit Himself makes 
intercession for us with groanings 
which cannot be uttered. Now He 
who searches the hearts knows what 
the mind of the Spirit is, because He 
makes intercession for the saints ac-
cording to the will of God” (Romans 
8:26, 27, NKJV).

God loves to get involved in 
every aspect of our lives and He 
takes great delight in blessing us. We 
don’t have to look very far to see His 
goodness. “The Lord hath done great 
things for us; whereof we are glad” 
(Psalm 126:3). Prayer the way it was 
meant to be puts us in touch with our 
joy and gladness. Praying like this is 
God’s will for us.  

For more on how thankfulness 
is a game-changer not only in our 
prayers but also in our lives in general, 
click on the link to find the single 
message The Supernatural Power of 
Thanksgiving, in our eStore.

http://bit.ly/TheSupernatural-
PowerofThanksgivingSingleMessage

The Thankful, Grateful Christian

Pastor 
Creflo 
Dollar

SEND YOUR NEWS TO BRWEEKLYPRESS@YAHOO.COM
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For over 20 years Gerard Flooring has served Baton Rouge 
and surrounding areas. Let us transform your existing flooring 
into something you can be proud to show your neighbors, 
friends or business associates. After all, first impressions 
are lasting so why not make a good one? We can help!

GERARD FLOORINGGERARD FLOORING
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL 

FLOORING INSTALLATION SPECIALISTSFLOORING INSTALLATION SPECIALISTS

CERAMIC TILE • MARBLE • HARDWOOD FLOORSCERAMIC TILE • MARBLE • HARDWOOD FLOORS
COUNTER TOPS • STRIPING AND REFINISHING COUNTER TOPS • STRIPING AND REFINISHING 

MEXICAN AND BRICK FLOORSMEXICAN AND BRICK FLOORS

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE ESTIMATE TODAY!

CONTACT DAVID G. PAYNE   (225) 235-4281

BATON ROUGE, La.  — The 
Louisiana Department of Health is 
now operating 17 federally supported 
monoclonal antibody therapy (mAb) 
treatment sites across Louisiana. Each 
site is open 7 days a week from 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m. with an ability to serve 
more than 150 patients daily per site.

REGION 1: New Orleans
Segnette Field: South of John 

Alario Event Center, 2000 Segnette 
Blvd., Westwego, LA 70094

Val Riess Park: 1101 Magistrate 
St., Chalmette, LA 70043

REGION 2: Baton Rouge
Baton Rouge General: 3600 

North Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70806
Clinton Alternative Learning 

Center: 9414 Plank Road, Clinton, 
LA 70722

REGION 3: River Parishes
Big Lots: 404 N. Canal St., 

Thibodaux, LA 70301
Houma Municipal Community 

Center: 880 Verret St., Houma, LA 
70360

REGION 4: Acadiana
Blackham Coliseum: 2330 John-

ston St., Lafayette, LA 70503
Rayne Civic Center: 400 Frog 

Festival Drive, Rayne, LA 70578

REGION 5: Southwest
DeQuincy Ball Fields: 97 Bond 

Road, DeQuincy, LA 70633
Burton Coliseum: 7001 Gulf 

Hwy., Lake Charles, LA 70607

REGION 6: Cenla
Byrd Regional Hospital at Deer 

Creek: 810 S. 10th St., Leesville, LA 
71496

Rapides Coliseum parking lot: 
5600 Coliseum Blvd., Alexandria, 
LA 71303

REGION 7: Northwest
Troy Mayeaux Ball Field Park-

ing Lot (within East Natchitoches 
Recreation Complex): 230 Dalme 
Drive, Natchitoches, LA

Louisiana Fairgrounds: 3701 
Hudson Ave., Shreveport, LA 71109

REGION 8: Northeast
Moorehouse General Hospi-

tal: 323 W. Walnut Ave., Bastrop, 
LA 71220

Old State Farm Building: 24 
Accent Drive, Monroe, LA 71203

REGION 9: Northshore
Florida Parishes Arena: 1301 

N.W. Central Ave., Amite, LA 70422

Louisiana received its first al-
location of monoclonal antibodies 
on November 12, 2020 and began 
administering to positive, symptom-
atic patients immediately.

 In addition to the federally-
supported sites, there are 216 pro-
viders statewide that had received 
mAb shipments they could administer 
as treatment.

Monoclonal antibodies are 
man-made antibodies produced in 
a laboratory that can mimic the human 
immune system response to infection. 
mAbs are designed to block viral at-

tachment and entry into human cells, 
thus neutralizing the virus that causes 
COVID-19.

Patients need to be referred 
by their doctor or other healthcare 
provider to a facility that offers 
mAb therapy such as a hospital or 
an infusion center. Those without a 
provider can be referred by an urgent 
care, community clinic, emergency 
department, hospitalist, etc.

Patients with a positive COVID-
19 viral test should speak with their 
healthcare provider to determine 
whether they are eligible for mAb 
treatment and to discuss potential 
benefits and side effects.

Monoclonal antibody treatments 
may be used for the treatment of mild 
to moderate COVID-19 in adults and 
pediatric patients who are within 10 
days of the start of their symptoms, 
at least 12 years of age or older and 
weigh at least 40 kilograms (88 
pounds), and are at a high risk for 
progressing to severe COVID-19 
and/or hospitalization.

The federal government has 
developed a searchable national 
map that show locations that have 
received shipments of monoclonal 
antibody therapeutics under FDA 
EUA authority, within the past sev-
eral weeks. The scalable map is at 
https://protect-public.hhs.gov/pages/
therapeutics-distribution.

A call center is available to an-
swer questions and provide infor-
mation related to mAb therapeutic 
treatments at 1-877-332-6585 (Eng-
lish language) or 1-877-366-0310 
(Spanish language).

Eligibility criteria

In order to be eligible for mAb 

treatment, the patient must meet all 
of the following:

Have a positive test for SARS-
CoV-2 (molecular/PCR or antigen)

Are within 10 days of the start 
of their symptoms

Are at least 12 years of age or 
older and weigh at least 40 kilograms 
(88 pounds)

Are at a high risk for progressing 
to severe COVID-19 and/or hospi-
talization

Patients are reminded the pro-
cedure takes at least two hours. This 
includes 30 minutes to receive the in-
fusion, then 1.5 hours of observation.

 For patients who are taking 
medications, they should take their 
regular doses before treatment. It is 
also OK to eat before the treatment.

For more information about 
mAbs, visit ldh.la.gov/mab.

LDH operating monoclonal antibody community-
based treatment sites in every region of Louisiana
17 sites across 
Louisiana in 
operation 7 days 
a week

A full belly makes a happy 
heart, but your heart will be happier 
if you focus on sustaining long-
term habits.

Heart-healthy eating starts 
with your eating patterns, according 
to the American Heart Associa-
tion's recent scientific statement, 
"2021 Dietary Guidance to Improve 
Cardiovascular Health."

That doesn't mean giving up 
takeout or that five-minute meal kit 
from the grocery store altogether. 
The dietary guidance encourages 
people to adapt these habits into 
their lifestyle.

The statement identifies 10 
features of heart-healthy eating 
patterns -- including guidance 
to combine a balanced diet with 
exercise; consume most nutrients 
through food over supplements; 

eat whole grains; reduce sodium, 
added sugar and alcohol intake; 
use non-tropical plant oils; and eat 
minimally processed, over ultra-
processed, foods.

"What's really important now 
is that people make modifications 
that can be sustainable in the long 
term," said Alice Lichtenstein, di-
rector of Tufts University's Car-
diovascular Nutrition Laboratory 
and chair of the writing group for 
the AHA's new statement.

The statement's writing group 
evaluated literature and devised 10 
features of heart-healthy dietary 
patterns. The group also expanded 
on the guidance, recognizing the 
need for sustainability and societal 
challenges that can be obstacles to 
achieving proper nutrition.

Fad diets are out. 
It's your lifestyle 
habits that matter

Building healthy, long-term habits is key for a heart-healthy diet.

Federal agen-
cies widened recalls 
and warnings to 
doctors Wednesday 
about aromatherapy 
sprays that have been 
linked to fatal cases 
of a rare tropical dis-
ease.

The US Centers 
for Disease Control 
and Prevention said 
doctors should be on 
the lookout for symp-
toms of melioidosis 
-- a difficult-to-diag-
nose infection caused 
by the bacteria Burk-
holderia pseudomallei -- and should 
ask patients about whether they've 
used certain sprays.

And people who have bought 
sprays containing "gemstones" 
should not throw them out but 
should pack them carefully and 
send them in for refunds, the CDC 
and the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission said.

Last month, the CDC said it 
had traced the case of a fatal B. 
pseudomallei infection in Georgia 
to an aromatherapy spray sold by 
Walmart. Three other cases, in 

Kansas, Minnesota 
and Texas, had been 
genetically linked to 
the Georgia case and 
the patient in Kansas 
had also died.

The infection 
had mystified doc-
tors because meli-
oidosis, a tropical 
disease, is usually 
linked to travel and 
none of the infected 
people had traveled. 
Careful investigation 
implicated Better 

Homes & Gardens Lavender & 
Chamomile Essential Oil Infused 
Aromatherapy Room Spray with 
Gemstones, which had been manu-
factured in India.

"Testing for the presence of B. 
pseudomallei is underway for the 
five other scents under the same 
brand with Gemstones including 
'Lemon & Mandarin', 'Lavender', 
'Peppermint', 'Lime & Eucalyptus', 
and 'Sandalwood & Vanilla'," the 
CDC said.

CDC updates 
health warning for 
aromatherapy spray

Mystery of exotic infectious 
disease traced to aroma-
therapy room spray
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CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS

FIND IT ALL IN THE CLASSIFIEDS • 225.775.2002

PUBLIC NOTICE
Request for Proposals

Claims Adjuster Services -TPA
Solicitation #2021-ClaimsTPA-005

The Capital Area Transit System (CATS), a political subdivision of the State 
of Louisiana, operatingthe public transit system in EBR Parish is accepting 
Offers for  Claims Adjuster Services-ThirdParty Administrator.   Sealed offers 
are due to CATS Procurement Department by  October 29,2021, 10:00 AM 
(CDT) at 2250 Florida Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70802.  A copy of this RFP can 
befound on CATS website at:  https://www.brcats.com/page/procurement.   
Written questions will beaccepted   through   October   13,   2021,   via   email   
at:  catsprocurement@brcats.com.   Offerors   arereminded to check CATS 
website often for addenda and other important dates in reference to thisRFP.  
CATS is an Equal Opportunity Employer

The Weekly Press

The BRWeekly Press looking for hire 
experience reporter/ writers by assign-
ment. Please call The BR Weekly Press 
at 225.775.2002  

Reporter/ Writer

Sr. Pastor- Rqr'd Master 
of Divinity or Theology 
& ordination as a pas-
tor from a Protestant 
church. Duties include 
delivering sermons & 
providing pastoral cares, 
etc. Mail resume with a 
cover letter to "Hansa-
rang Church of Baton 
Rouge" at 3953 N Flan-
nery Rd, Baton Rouge, 
LA 70814.

DIRECTORY
BRBRWEEKLYPRESS 

BUSINESS/SERVICEBUSINESS/SERVICE

13937 Malbec Ave.
Baton Rouge, LA 70816

Ph: 225-292-0305
Cell: 225-405-3427
Fax: 225-292-0307

Email: cjw7@att.net
www.cjwdistributors.com

TaylaMaids
Cleaning Service

Residential & Commercial * General and Full Service
FREE ESTIMATE

225.572.7677 • taylahickman@gmail.com

Tayla Hickman 

TO ADVERTISE HERE, CALL THE BATON ROUGE 
WEEKLY PRESS AT 225.775.2002

FOR BUSINESSFOR BUSINESS
PANDEMIC AND HURRICANE RECOVERY 

SPECIALSCALL TO RESERVE YOUR SPACE IN 
THE BRWEEKLYPRESS 

BUSINESS DIRECTORY 225.775.2002 TODAY!

 

By  Rinaldi E. Jacons Sr   

The Metro- Council will take up 
the funding package from the Mayor-
President Sharon Weston Broome pro-
posed use of fund from the American 
Rescue Plan. Mayor Broome has done 
a good job of spreading the funding 
throughout the Parish. The project 
ranges from drainage, fire and police 
department improvements. Sure, all 
council members want as much as 
possible for their districts.

However, some members of 
the Metro- Council and the media 
seems to be raising questions about 
the limited financial support being 
given to most qualified developer 
Teven Wade and Bradley Brown 
for their investment on Scotland 
Ave.  To be clear, why is this even 
an issue? These young, gifted and 
Black developers have been putting 
in their money, time, sweat and tal-
ents in North Baton Rouge. They are 
taking a previous disinvested section 
of Scotland Ave and bring it back 
to life. This location is a gateway to 
Southern University and the wider 
community.

In my years of advocating for 
North Baton Rouge investing we have 
never gotten the same investment dol-
lars as other parts of the Parish. All 
sources of the economic develop-
ment world will tell that in order to 
turn disinvested around it will take 
partnerships between the public and 
private sectors. This is what the Mayor 
is doing with the use of the funds. 
This is within the guidelines of the 
American Recuse Plan.

When we sought to create the 
Baton Rouge North Economic De-
velopment District, I can’t tell how 
many critics told me the people of 
North Baton Rouge would never vote 
in a tax for economic development. 
Boy ere they wrong! We won our 
election by ten percent of the vote, 
and the rest is history in the making. 
While working for the BRNEDD we 
helped to shape the map for Oppor-
tunity Zones. This is an investment 
tool established for disinvested areas 
in part. Baton Rouge has eighteen 
Opportunity Zones fifteen of which 
are in North Baton Rouge.

There have been countless 
times where developers have used 
tax credits, tax incentives, and other 
incentive on their projects outside 
to North Baton Rouge. Some of the 
noise makers never said a word. They 
never complained about the use of tax 
dollars for private development. We 
in North Baton Rouge do not have 
an ax to grind with other developer 
that put up their money on projects. 
It must be noted this is the time such 
a public sector investment has been 
made on this type of project in North 
Baton Rouge. We pay taxes like ev-
erybody else. Why should there be 
all the fuss?

People are always complain-
ing about the people of North Baton 
Rouge not investing in our neighbor-
hoods. This is a false narrative about 
the people of the City. We in fact need 
even more investments by both the 
private sector partnering with the 
public sector. Southern University’s 
College of Business has a program 
called the Creating Sustainable Neigh-
borhood Developers Program. The 
purpose of the program is to grow a 
group of community-based develop-
ers. They have graduated more than 
200 people. This is how we are going 
to change North Baton Rouge, one 
investment at a time.

Strickly 
Business

BATON ROUGE, La.  — 
North Baton Rouge has one less 
shopping option for groceries 
after the “Save A Lot” closed 
over the weekend costing older 
residents vital resources that they 
need here.

Frankie Smith has lived in 
North Baton Rouge for 21 years. 
The food is her love language. 
Every day, she makes home-
cooked meals for some of the 
older folks in the area.

“Half of the time they don’t 
have anything to eat, if they don’t 
have someone to bring them 
something to eat, you know drop 
it off at their door. You know half 
of them don’t eat a meal, and this 
is so concerning,” says Smith.

She’s always happy to make 
the meals, but since they “Save 
A Lot” closed down, she’s wor-
ried she won’t find the same bulk 
deals at other grocery stores in 
the area. “We don’t have anything 
over here where we can be able to 

eat healthily, so I am very disap-
pointed in what’s going on,” adds 
Smith. While she’s disappointed 
to have to look for a new place 
to shop, the last thing she’d want 
to do is disappoint her neighbors 
who count on her for warm meals.

Smith says it’s not just about 
the grocery store closing down, 
to her it’s lights out at yet an-
other business in North Baton 
Rouge. East Baton Rouge’s Metro 
Council wants to revitalize the 
area. They established the North 
Economic District specifically to 
bring more businesses to that part 
of the parish. However, Metro 
Council Member Chauna Banks 
says more needs to be done, “So, 
to have a grocery store in North 
Baton Rouge, we have to have 
anchors that also draw people and 
that was not one of those stores.

There’s no development, no 
housing for multiple years in that 
area, so it is a huge loss.” Banks 
says city leaders need to start tak-

ing a different 
approach for 
the communi-
ties scattered 
throughout 
North Baton 
Rouge because no every neigh-
borhood has the same needs. “It’s 
going to be a huge task and it has 
been for the economic develop-
ment district as it is currently 
cared to deal with all of those 
area because it’s really large, we 
do need more situational opera-
tions,” adds Banks.

A lot of the folks in Evange-
line area would walk to the “Save 
A Lot” grocery store, while other 
stores are almost a mile away. 
Now older residents will have to 
figure out a way to get there now.

“Save A Lot” corporation 
says some of the reasons why 
they closed down the store was 
because of financial problems and 
if it did not fit into their long term 
plans.

North Baton Rouge looses another 
shopping option for groceries 
after the ‘Save A Lot’ closed

Metro Council Member Chauna Banks says more needs 
to be done, “So, to have a grocery store in North Baton 
Rouge, we have to have anchors that also draw people 

and that was not one of those stores.

Metro 
Council 
Member 

Chauna Banks
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Own your dream
See what an Opportunity Mortgage Loan with 
up to 100% financing can do for you.

• No income limits

•  Can be used for rate and term refinance or purchase of a home

•  Property must be primary residence located in a majority 
minority census tract.

Learn more and see if your property qualifies,
hancockwhitney.com/opportunity.

After November 12, 2021, offer subject to change or cancellation without notice.

Hancock Whitney Bank, Member FDIC and Equal Housing Lender. All loan and accounts subject 
to credit approval. Terms and conditions apply. See a community lending specialist for details.
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TALK TO HIS DOCTOR 
ABOUT COVID VACCINES.
BECAUSE HE’S IRREPLACEABLE.

COVID hospitalizations of young 
people have tripled since the start 
of summer. However, vaccines 
are highly effective in preventing 
hospitalizations and deaths, even 
from the Delta variant. 

Find vaccines near you at vaccines.gov 

Paid for by the  
U.S. Department of Health  

and Human Services.
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