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Mayor Sharon
Weston Broome,
Activist Cathy
Toliver partner to
present ‘The Table
is Spread

BATON [
ROUGE, La.
— The East
Baton Rouge
Parish Mayor-
President’s
Office Sharon
Weston Broome
and Community
Activist Cathy
Toliver partner I Mayor

to present ‘The Sharon

Table is Spread,’ Weston
aday of hope and Broome
encouragement

to victims and families impacted
by gun violence, law enforcement,
the first responders, caregivers,
clergy, and concerned members of
the community. The inspirational
event will serve dinner and feature
musical recording artist Elder Timo-
thy Britten, the IFA Music and Arts
Ministry, and more.

The grandmother of Devin Page
Jr.is turning her pain into progress to
help heal the community. Three-year-
old Devin Page Jr. was tragically
killed by a stray bullet in April 2022
while asleep in his home. The event
will be held Sunday, November 20,
2022, at 3:00 PM at Southern Uni-
versity F.G. Clark Activity Center.
For more information and to regis-
ter, visit https://thetableisspread.
eventbrite.com

Mayor Waites

statement pertaining

to FEMA trailers on
Groom Road in Baker, LA.

With regard
to the FEMA
trailers being lo-
cated on the State
of Louisiana's
land located on
Groom Road;
the State has ad-
vised that they are
being stored there
in preparation for ] Baker Mayor
bulk auction. Darrnell Waites

The site has
been secured with fencing and efforts
have been made to provide covering
on the fence so as to reduce the vis-
ibility to the community.

We have not been provided a
date as of yet as to when the auction
will take place and are hopeful that it
will be in the very near future.

As we receive additional in-
formation it will be provided to the
public."
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Gov. Edwards issues state apology for fatal
1972 shootings at Southern University

Gov. John Bel Edwards signs a resolution of apology Wednesday, Nov. 16, 2022, at the Old State Capitol. The apology was made on behalf of the state
to former Southern University protest leaders and the families of two Southern students an unidentified sheriff’s deputy shot and killed on campus in

1972. (Alex Tirado/LSU Manship News Service)

BY DREW HAWKINS AND
CLAIRE SULLIVAN
LSU Manship School News Service

BATON ROUGE —Gov.
John Bel Edwards apologized
Wednesday on behalf of the state to
former Southern University protest
leaders and the families of two
Southern students who were killed
by an unidentified sheriff’s deputy
50 years ago.

“To the extent that the state
of Louisiana can try to make this
right, that’s what we’re gonna try
to do,” Edwards said at an event
at the Old State Capitol building
to commemorate the 50th anni-
versary of the shooting.

Edwards said that on the
morning of the shooting, students
"bravely and peacefully to protest
the disparities of educational op-
portunities in Louisiana.

He said the nine protest lead-
ers who were banned from South-
ern’s campus following the pro-
tests were “unjustly punished.” He
said he wanted “to make amends
to those who were victims to in-
justices perpetrated by the state,”
including the families of Leonard

Leonard Brown and Denver Smith were killed by an unidentified sheriff’s

deputy in front of Southern University’s

administration building on Nov. 16, 1972. (Photos courtesy Southern University)

Brown and Denver Smith, the two
20-year-old students who were
shot and killed.

He said wished to “recognize
the lost potential of the lives” of
the two young men.

The governor then signed

a proclamation formalizing the
apology.

Southern President Dennis
Shields also spoke at the event.
“Today marks a significant and
sorrowful day in the history of
Southern University and A&M

college," he said.

“We sincerely welcome you
back," Shields said, referencing
the recent decision by Southern’s
board to lift bans on the protest

See APOLOGY, on page 2

Texas Judge
Stops President
Biden's Student
Loan Forgiveness
Program

The conservative group,
Joh Creators Network
Foundation, filed the
lawsuit against

the plan on hehalf who
two individuals who didn't
qualify for relief uncler
Biden's program

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire
Senior National Correspondent

A federal
judge in Texas
bent to the will
of a few and

-
struck down ‘-;“
President Joe el
Biden’s student ~—
loan forgiveness
program that of-

least 40 million Joe Biden
borrowers.

The conser-
vative group,Job Creators Network
Foundation, filed the lawsuit against
the plan on behalf who two indi-
viduals who didn’t qualify for relief
under Biden’s program.

There remains another legal
challenge to the plan.

“We strongly disagree with
the District Court’s ruling on our
student debt relief program, and the
Department of Justice has filed an
appeal,” White House Press Secre-
tary Karine Jean-Pierre said.

“The President and this Ad-
ministration are determined to help
working, and middle-class Ameri-
cans get back on their feet, while
our opponents — backed by extreme
Republican special interests — sued
to block millions of Americans from
getting much-needed relief,” she
stated.

White House officials main-
tain that the secretary of education
received power from Congress to
discharge student loan debt under
the 2003 HEROES Act.

“The program is thus an uncon-
stitutional exercise of Congress’s
legislative power and must be va-
cated,” wrote Judge Mark Pittman,
a Donald Trump nominee.

“In this country, we are not
ruled by an all-powerful execu-
tive with a pen and a phone,” he
continued.

Under the president’s plan,
borrowers who earned less than
$125,000 in either 2020 or 2021
and married couples or heads of
households who made less than
$250,000 annually in those years
are eligible to have up to $10,000
of their federal student loan debt
forgiven.

If a qualifying borrower also
received a federal Pell grant, the
individual would receive as much
as $20,000 of debt forgiveness.

In October, the 8th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals placed an admin-
istrative hold on Biden’s forgiveness
program based on a suit filed by six
GOP-led states.

In the most recent case in
Texas, one plaintiff did not qualify
for the student loan forgiveness pro-
gram because the federal govern-
ment does not hold her loans.

The other plaintiff is only eli-
gible for $10,000 in debt relief be-
cause he did not receive a Pell grant.

READ MORE of
this story ONLINE at
www.brweeklypress.com

fered relief to at I President
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Louisiana voters reject ban on slavery,
involuntary servitude; author also opposed it

I

L

BY: PIPER HUTCHINSON
Courtesy of Louisiana [lluminator

With all ballots counted
from Tuesday, six out of every
10 Louisiana voters opposed an
amendment to the state constitu-
tion that would prohibit slavery
and involuntary servitude but
allow forced labor as part of a
criminal sentence.

It possibly set the tone for
the rejection of five out of the
eight proposed amendments on
the ballot.

Amendment 7, which in its
original wording would have
banned slavery and involuntary
servitude, was watered down dur-
ing the legislative process to the
point that its author, Rep. Edmond
Jordan, D-Baton Rouge, asked
voters to reject the proposal.

bz <

Rep. Edmond Jordan (center), D-Baton Rouge, opposed an amendment he sponsored on slavery and involuntary
servitude (Greg LaRose/Louisiana llluminator)

Here’s how the other pro-
posed amendments fared:

AMENDMENT 1

Nearly two-thirds of voters
opposed an amendment would
have increased the maximum
amount of money the state trea-
surer can invest from seven state
trust funds on Wall Street. Caps
will remain in place on those
funds, which the treasurer has
argued will limit profits.

AMENDMENT 2

Nearly three-quarters of
voters approved Amendment 2,
which increases the property tax
exemption for veterans disabled
in the line of service and for their
spouses after their deaths.

Email: AgnesAndrews@Allstate.com
www.allstateagencies.com/agnesandrews
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AMENDMENT 3

Two-thirds of voters have “no”
on the proposal to allow most Loui-
siana’s public employees partici-
pate in certain campaign activities
if the candidate is an immediate
family member. Critics knocked the
list of qualifying kin and step-kin
in the proposal as too expansive.

AMENDMENT 4

Three quarters of voters voted
“yes” for an amendment to let local
water utilities reduce customer bills
if the charges stem from water use
outside of the customer’s control.
It targets water systems with unad-
dressed leaks that a homeowner of
business couldn’t have stopped.

See WOTERS, on page 3

Louisiana Mayor Velma Hendrix
killed in car crash on election day

According to CBS News, an
84-year-old mayor running for
reelection in Melville, La., was
killed on election day.

Velma Hendrix died on
Tuesday, November 11, after
being involved in a car accident.
Hendrix was riding in the back-
seat of a 2008 Acura with three
others when it was hit by a 2015
Ram 2500 pickup truck on the
passenger’s side, according to
the Louisiana State Police. The
accident happened on U.S. High-
way 190 near Louisiana Highway
741 at approximately 11 a.m. on
Nov. 8. The driver of the pickup
truck reportedly failed to yield at
an intersection.

The mayor was not wearing a

Mayor Velma Hendrix

seatbelt and was taken to the emer-
gency room in critical condition.
However, she ultimately passed
away due to her injuries. Three
other passengers were also taken
to the hospital with “moderate to
critical injuries.”

Rural Health Scholars Program offers students
opportunity to learn in rural, underserved areas

13% of Louisianans live in Health Professional Shortage Areas

Baton Rouge, La. (November
17,2022) — This National Rural
Health Day, the Louisiana Depart-
ment of Health is celebrating the
student healthcare professionals
who are experiencing what it is
like to practice medicine in under-
served areas of the state through
the Well-Ahead Louisiana Rural
Health Scholars Program, as well
as to encourage applications to
the program.

The program is part of LDH’s
Fiscal Year 2022 business plan

strategy to diversify the state’s
health workforce and improve
patient experiences. LDH will
further build upon this work in
Fiscal Year 2023.

Managed by Well-Ahead
Louisiana within the LDH Office
of Public Health (OPH), the Rural
Health Scholars Program matches
students from Louisiana colleges
and universities who are studying
to be a physician assistant (PA) or

See PROGRAM, on page 3

RAPOLOGY from page 1

leaders returning to the campus.

Some of the protest leaders
also met with Shields privately
right before the commemoration
event.

Some of the former protest
leaders echoed concerns they
demonstrated for 50 years ago,
including current funding dispari-
ties between Southern and other
public universities, like LSU and
Louisiana Tech, and called for the
formation of a board of represen-
tatives at Southern that included
student members to hear and ad-

dress student concerns.

They also called for the
Smith and Brown families to be
compensated for the loss of their
loved ones.

Some of them said Shields
listened to their concerns and
seemed sincere in his commit-
ment to work with them to help
find a resolution.

“It’s not the end of the con-
versation,” Shields said. “It’s the
beginning of the conversation that
will continue past today.”

READ MORE of
this story ONLINE at
www.brweeklypress.com
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By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior National
Correspondent

Russian authorities have trans-
ferred Brittney Griner to the coun-
try’s dreaded penal colony, a move
that, while expected, she and her
family had hoped could be avoided.

Attorneys for Griner said they
don’t expect to know her exact loca-
tion for a couple of weeks.

Russian officials jailed Griner
in February when authorities arrested
her at a Moscow airport after find-
ing a small amount of cannabis oil
in her luggage.

A court convicted Griner in Au-
gust of trying to smuggle narcotics.
She received a nine-year sentence,
which an appeals court upheld last
month.

White House Press Secretary
Karine Jean-Pierre said President
Biden had directed all in the admin-
istration to prevail on her “Russian
captors” to improve Griner’s treat-
ment and the conditions many must
endure in the country’s penal colony.

Individuals who’ve spent time
at one of Russia’s infamous penal
colonies reported that prisoners

now being held, has been transferred to a Russ:an correctlonal colony.

Griner said she’s still unsure how
cannabis oil ended up in her luggage.

She said a doctor recommended
cannabis oil for her injuries on the
basketball court.

“I still don’t understand to
this day how they ended up in my
bags,” Griner said, adding that she
was aware of the Russian law out-

use or keep in my possession any
substance that is prohibited in Rus-
sia,” Griner said.

U.S. officials continue to wait
for word from the Russian govern-
ment on whether they will accept
the swap.

VETERAN'S DAY AT THE Z00
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JANE GOODALL
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PROGRAM from page 2

nurse practitioner (NP) with health-
care facilities in Health Professional
Shortage Areas (HPSAs). HPSAs
are geographic areas, populations

December 31.To apply for year two,
visit wellaheadla.com/rural-health-
scholars-program.

Rural communities are dis-
proportionately impacted by poor
health outcomes and are less likely
to have access to quality healthcare.

receive a basket. Registration link:
Register Here for Thanksgiving
GiveawayBaton Rouge.

E-MAIL

Nov.11 | 6:30-8:30 p.m.
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Nov. 11 | 6:30-9 p.m.
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health providers or services. The 17 “Though rural areas are vital news@brweeklypress.com

scholars in year one were placed at (4 T ouisiana, these areas are often Deadiine: Every Friday

14 healthcare sites, including one  p gerserved in terms of healthcare. '

with four locations: by endof day

e Acadiana Pediatrics, Rayne

e Common Ground Clinic,
Gretna

e CommuniHealth Services,
Bastrop Pediatric Center

¢ Family First Medicine, Ruston

We are excited to further expand the
Rural Health Scholars Program, to
ultimately decrease the percentage
of people living in underserved areas
and provide greater access to primary
care for all Louisiana residents," said
LDH Secretary Dr. Courtney N. Phil-

* Family Healthcare of Loranger ~ lips. “This innovative program links
¢ Hood Memorial Hospital, healthcare students with rural health-
Amite care facilities, increasing access to

¢ Iberia Comprehensive Com-
munity Health Center, Lafay-
ette

e Lady of the Sea Medical
Clinic, Larose

¢ Southcare Medical Clinic,
Abbeville

¢ Southeast Community Health
System, Independence, Kent-
wood, Greensburg and Albany

e St. James Primary Care Clinic,
Gramercy

Well-Ahead has already se-

lected 14 students for year two and
is accepting applications through

VOTERS from page 2

more Louisiana residents while also
giving the next generation of health
professionals vital experience in pro-
viding care to rural populations."

“We take pride in the rich heri-
tage and diverse communities across
our state,” said Melissa R. Martin,
director of Well-Ahead Louisiana.
“Through the Rural Health Scholars
Program, we have the opportunity to
showcase not only the impact future
healthcare professionals can make
in these rural communities, but also
share the many benefits of living in
Louisiana.”

AMENDMENT 5

Almost 60% of voters were
against an amendment that would
have eliminated a requirement that
local taxing bodies “roll forward”
property millages in order to renew
those taxes at the same rate. Al-
though it had the potential to benefit
taxpayers, it was a complex propos-
als that saw very little advocacy
on its behalf.

AMENDMENT 6
In a closer referendum, an
amendment to limit property tax

increases in Orleans Parish failed
by less than 7,000 votes. Increases
would be have been capped at 10%
of the property’s assessed value in
the previous year, softening the
blow for taxpayers with big jumps
in their tax bills.

AMENDMENT 8

More than half of voters voted
to remove the requirement that cer-
tain property owners with disabili-
ties annually certify their income
in order to receive a property tax
rate freeze.

TNERCC
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RELIGION

Tony Evans urges Christian voters on life issue: Don't ignore 'abortion' outside the womb

Unless the sanctity of life at all
stagesis fully recognized, “you
will not have a hiblical view on the
role of government, “You'll just
have a partisan view or a personal
view. But you won't be dealing
with life as God deals withit

BY LEAH MARIEANN KLETT,
Assistant Editor
The Christian Post

Over a month ahead of elec-
tion day, Pastor Tony Evans urged
U.S. citizens to consider the value
of life— both inside and outside the
womb — before voting, warning that
ignoring what God says about human
dignity will result in “chaos.”

"When you don't start with the
image of God, then you make life
what you call it to be, not what God
has created it and stamped it to be,"
Evans, the longtime pastor of Oak
Cliff Bible Fellowship in Texas, said
on Sunday. "Till we see it through
God's eyes, then we will not start in
the right place.

“God views it as a personal insult
when life is not given the value He
gives ... to it because what you said is
what God did is not worth protecting.
So any discussion of life has to start
there. Any discussion of life has to
start with the divine mark. And the
job of government, the Bible says,
is to protect that life.”

When God is left out of gov-
ernment, “life and its value gets
downgraded, reduced, dishonored
and attacked,” he warned. “So when
you think about Kingdom voting, you

Pastor Tony Evans speaks at Oak Cliff Bible Fellowship.

must think about the question of life.”

“Life,” Evans explained, in-
cludes “pre-born life and post-born
life; abortion before birth, and abor-
tion after birth.”

“See the problem we get in with
voting is that we choose a term insur-
ance policy, not a whole life insur-
ance policy,” he said. “We choose a
pre-born insurance policy, and not a
post-born insurance policy because
we do not view all of life in terms of
the image of God. And as a result,
Christians take sides.”

Unless the sanctity of life at all
stages is fully recognized, “you will
not have a biblical view on the role of
government,” Evans said. “You'll just
have a partisan view or a personal
view. But you won't be dealing with

life as God deals with it.”

The pastor, who also founded
The Urban Alternative, went on to
highlight the horrors of abortion, ask-
ing: “Can you imagine if Mary had
the option of abortion and decided
to take it? We know that couldn't
happen in the providence of God,
but [under] some of the laws today,
it would be OK to kill the Savior.”

He cited Galatians 1:15-16,
which speaks to the reality of life
in the womb, adding: “So when the
government talks about it, ‘it’s OK
to abort,” it’s saying it’s OK to at-
tack God.”

Ignoring what God says about
life in the womb will result in
“chaos,” Evans warned.

“When you attack life in the

womb, you have come against Him.
He doesn't like it. That's why He
said in Genesis 9, ‘You attack my
life, I will attack you.” You want the
government to keep you safe? It bet-
ter keep you safe by keeping God
happy. It keeps you safe by keeping
God happy by not ... legalizing death
in the womb.””

In the U.S.,40% of voters see
abortion as "very important" to their
vote, according to a summer poll
from Pew.

Additionally, a spring poll from
Gallup found that 30% of people who
consider themselves "pro-life" say
they would only vote for a candidate
who shares that view compared to
19% of people who consider them-
selves "pro-choice."

In his sermon Sunday, Evans
emphasized that there also “must be
laws to protect the dignity of life”
outside the womb. Slavery, Jim Crow
laws, racism, police brutality, mis-
treating the poor and homeless, and
red-lining districts are all examples
of reducing or removing dignity, he
said.

"When we allow the poor to
have worse education than others
because they don't have the same dol-
lar bill, when we don't care about the
health, well-being of people who do
not have access to adequate health-
care, when we reduce their dignity
we have attacked God. And when
we reduce it by law or by practice
then that’s called post-life abortion
because you are... aborting either

PRESS CHURCH & PLACES TO WORSHIP

DIRECTORY

ReachiThousandsiWeekly: €Call225-775-2002

toltake advantage of!ourn'specialirates

Not forsakingjthelassemblinglofiourselvesitogether as thelmanneriofisome; but exhorting

the length of their existence or the
well-being of their existence so it
just depends on which abortion you
talking about.”

He contended that when
Christians fail to “reject and rebel”
against such policies, then “we have
become co-conspirators to oppres-
sive regimes.”

Citing Psalm 89:14, Evans
stressed that both "righteousness"
and "justice" are the foundation of
God's throne and that they can't be
separated.

"Don't just talk to me about
moral laws, talk to me about it but
don't put a period there. Talk to me
also about the just application of the
law without discrimination. Talk to
me not only about what you're going
to do with the poor but how you're
going to handle the rich who are
breaking my standard. But because
they have money they can bypass it
or eat their way out of it," he said.
"No, there's two kind of abortions.
There's abortion in the womb but
there's abortion on your way to the
tomb so that people don't get to live
out their divinely ordained destiny.

“Yes, we should protest abortion
in the womb. But that same number
of people or more are to righteously
and peacefully protest abortion out-
side of the womb.”

Life starts at conception and
ends with death, but between the two
should be “dignity and protection."
Because everyone has the “stamp
of God” on them, they have divine
value.

“It is time for Christians to
adopt their whole life agenda and
vote for government to protect a
whole life agenda,” he declared.”
And if your government party only

See EVANS, on page 5

Hour of Power
Sunday Schoo
Church Servic

Communion Service
Bible Study Wednexd
Sister/Brotherhood Meeting

Good Shepherd Full Gospel B.C.
The People’s Church

2865 Mission Drive  Baton Rouge, 70805 ¢ Telephone (225)356-5873
Bishop H. Hayes, Pastor

4524 East Brookstone Drive
Baton Rouge, LA 70805
www.occbr.org
See Website for Service
and Streaming Live Times

ASIS

CHRISTIAN CHURCH /¢

BISHOP CHARLES E. WALLACE, PASTOR

CAMPHOR MEMORIAL

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
8742 Scenic Highway - Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807
Telephone: (225) 775-4106  Fax: (225) 615-8359
Rev. Kermit Curtis “KC” Roberson, M.Div., MPA Senior Pastor

SUNAay SChOOL ....cuveieieieieiieieiiceeeeeeee s 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service.............. Ist, 3rd. & 4th Sundays ........... 10:55 a.m.
Contemporary Worship ......... 2nd & 5th Sunday................. 8:00 a.m

(And any Sunday that falls on a Holiday)
Bible Study........ Wednesday, Men’s Mid-Day Study....... 12:00 p.m.
Disciple Bible Study................. Wednesday .......cccevevenene 5:30 p.m.
Prayer Ministry........ccccecevcncnens Tuesday ......ccoevvevvenenncnne. 6:00 p.m.

Service 7pm

SENIOR PASTOR

Kingdom Life Family Center

Sundays at 10am
Wednesday Inspirational

¢ Youth ministry every Sunday and Wednesday
e Women's Ministry 2nd Saturday's

BISHOP DESIGNATE DOROTHY DANIEL

8894 AIRLINE HWY. BATON ROUGE, LA 70815
www.kingdomlifebr.com

KINGDOM LIFE

- »
HEBREWS 6:1

¢ Church Services and
programs

* Streaming Live URL

* FREE first priority
announcement place

THE BRWEEKLY PRESS CHURCH
DIRECTORY ADVERTISE YOUR

STARTING AT ONLY

$1099

For details call 225.775.2002

NEW BIRTH

FULL GOSPEL MINISTRIES

ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH
Dr. Donald R. Ruth, Pastor
820 New Rafe Mayer Road

1283 Rosenwald Road
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807

Baton Rouge, LA 70807
Phone: 225-775-9756

Lo L e, [Pasior Web Address: saintjohnbc.org

'THE NEW LIFE' Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.
— 2 Corinthians 5:17

NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH

5856 Greenwell Springs Road ¢ Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806
Telephone: (225) 926-0246 * Facsimile: (225) 925-8022

SUNDAY SUNDAY \
Toll Free: 888-700-6174
WORSHIP SCHOOL Websites: www.newhopebr.com
Every Sunday Every Sunday
S at9=30 AM. Rev. Leo Cyrus Sr., Pastor
I HoUR O CHURCH SCHEDULE
COMMUNION POW]ER Sunday MOMIng WOISHID ... 10:45 AM
Every Fri :
QR sy o LOTEES SUDDBT . 31d Sundays
SUMTAYOIBNOQ! 5150 5505 e 5 9:30 AM
PTAYBT SBIVICE ...ooooeoeeee et Wed. @ 6:00 PM
Dr. Donald Ruth, Pastor BIDIE SHUGY....oee e Wed- @ 7:00 PM

Worship Times:
Mission Statement: New Hope Baptist Church is a family of baptized believers
who worship the Lord our God in spiritand in truth, teach the saved to reach the
lost and minister to the needs of others, while encouraging one another through
acts of love and living in obedience to Gods Word

CrossWalk Classes: Sundays 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM
Sunday Worship Experience: 11:00 AM

. Uplift Training: Thursdays 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Radio Broadcast 1st and 3rd Sunday WXOK at 8:00am
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Eaton Rouge Ranked Third Most Digital City in the U.S.

Baton Rouge ranks third among mid-sized cities, hlghllghtmg the City-Parish’s investments in numerous initiatives to improve internal efflclenc:es modermze
critical systems, engage East Baton Rouge Parish residents in data-related areas and technology, and deliver more effective services.

BATON ROUGE, La. —
Mayor-President Sharon Weston
Broome announced today that the
Center for Digital Government
had named Baton Rouge a Top
10 Digital City for the eighth
consecutive year.

This year, Baton Rouge ranks
third among mid-sized cities,
highlighting the City-Parish’s
investments in numerous initia-
tives to improve internal efficien-
cies, modernize critical systems,
engage East Baton Rouge Parish
residents in data-related areas and
technology, and deliver more ef-
fective services.

“Since day one of my ad-
ministration, we have been com-
mitted to leveraging technology
and digital resources to enhance
how we efficiently and effectively
serve our community. Since then,
our team has worked diligently
to integrate innovative technol-
ogy across our departments to
expand the services we offer our

residents,” said Mayor Broome.
“Baton Rouge’s continued stand-
ing as a Top 10 Digital City is a
testament to our progress while
serving as a reminder of the value
in our efforts. I am immensely
proud of our City-Parish govern-
ment. [ look forward to building
on this success in delivering a
stronger digital foundation for
our future in East Baton Rouge
Parish.”

Each year, the Center for
Digital Government—a national
research and advisory institute on
IT policies and best practices in
state and local government—con-
ducts the Digital Cities Survey to
inform its digital city rankings.
This comprehensive survey is dis-
tributed to all U.S. cities, towns,
villages, and consolidated city-
county governments.

The Top 10 Digital City rank-
ings recognize a distinguished
group of cities implementing best
practices for public-sector IT orga-

nizations to improve their digital,
citizen, and government experi-
ences. In 2022, Baton Rouge will
be ranked alongside leading digital
cities, including Bellevue, Wash-
ington, and Alexandria, Virginia.

Over the past year, the City-
Parish has allocated millions of
dollars in one-time federal funding
to enhance cybersecurity technol-
ogy, software, and infrastructure,
improve its cybersecurity opera-
tions, and strengthen its email se-
curity system. In addition to its
investments in cybersecurity, the
City-Parish has leveraged its vast
data repository available through
the award-winning Open Data
BR platform to inform drainage
maintenance work, public safety
initiatives, and upcoming capital
projects throughout East Baton
Rouge Parish. The City-Parish has
also invested in a unified com-
munications system, which has
consolidated 40+ disparate phone
systems to maximize efficiency

within our phone system and has
already seen reduced operational
costs while improving internal col-
laboration and communication.
Additionally, the City-Parish
launched and expanded its Citizen
Data Academy: On Demand, an
award-winning video series de-
signed to help empower residents
with the tools and information to
navigate and use its extensive open
data and analytics resources.
The City-Parish and all of
this year’s honorees will be rec-
ognized on Nov. 17 at an awards
reception in Kansas City, Mis-
souri. For more information on
the 2022 Digital City awards and
other honorees, visit https://www.
govtech.com/dc/digital-cities/
digital-cities-survey-2022-win-
ners-announced and for Baton
Rouge’s population category,
https://www.govtech.com/dc/
digital-cities-2022-125-000-to-
249-999-population-category.

EVANS from page 4

is going to protect one side of it,
then you hold them accountable and
responsible to not ignore the other
side of it.”

“You do it in a righteous way
because if you try to do it in an un-
righteous way, God's not going to
be with you there either. It is time
for Kingdom voters, voters who take
their stand as best they can, based
on their conscience, to take a stand

for life.”

Evans’ sermon was part of a
series titled “Kingdom Voting.”

“Kingdom voting is the oppor-
tunity and responsibility of commit-
ted Christians to partner with God
by expanding His rule in society
through civil government,” Evans
previously explained. “It’s only to
the degree that you include God’s
person and God’s policies in society
through civil government — as He
defines it, not as you prefer it — that
we can begin to see healing in the

A"

A BRAND OF

|

Church so that it can be modeled in
the culture.”

In recent months, numerous
pastors have weighed in on how
Christians should operate amid a
particularly contentious election
season.

Scott Sauls, bestselling author
and senior pastor of Christ Presbyte-
rian Church in Nashville, Tennessee,
previously told The Christian Post
that Christians must “become more
nuanced in our political engagement,
become willing to critique the party

that we align with, and also affirm
the party that we don't align with.”

“In some respects, we ought to
feel politically homeless,” he said.
“And that doesn't mean we all need to
become moderates. But we all need
to transcend the American political
system just as Jesus transcended the
political system that He was part of.
When we give our whole selves to
Jesus, it will become utterly impos-
sible for us to give ourselves whole-
sale to a political party.”

S SUITSISIHATS{e!SHOES sISHIRTS|= FASHION AGCESSORIES

- EVERYDAY

; SALE

STYLE AND

SOPHISTICATION

Visit The Syle Master
"Mr. Super Cool
Keith B. O'Connor"

6180 Airline Hwy
Baton Rouge, La. 70805

225.357.5796

Classifieds

¥

For legals, please call the

Classified Department at (225) 225.775.2002

Sell your stuff, advertise jobs or a place to rent. You can do it ALL here!

or email brweeklypress@yahoo.com

[ SELL YOUR CAR - 1 month for $80

| | ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS - 1 month for $150 | | ADVERTISE ON 247praiseradio.com |

FIND IT ALL IN THE GLASSIFIEDS - 225.775.2002

CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATORY
POLICY AS TO STUDENTS

BRWEEKLYPRESS
BUSINESS/SERVICE

DIRECTORY

FOR BUSINESS

PANDEMIC AND HURRICANE RECOVERY
SPECIALS CALL TO RESERVE YOUR SPACE
IN THE BRWEEKLYPRESS
BUSINESS DIRECTORY 225.775.2002 TODAY!

¢

BRIDGET MONTGOMERY
Certified Tax Accountant

M

Accounting & Finance Group LLC
4910 Monticello Blvd., Ste C
Cell PH: 407.630.2947 Baton Rouge, LA 70814

Q/WTAA ENGINEERS

ENGINEERING CONSULTANTS AND CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT SERVICES

“Team Working For Success Through Quality Performance”

Civil Engineers Needed
W.T. Winfield, Manager
2622 North Street, Baton Rouge, LA
222-383-0822 or 1-866-324-WTAA Toll Free

GJW Distributors, LLC

13937 Malbec Ave.
Baton Rouge, LA 70816

Ph: 225-292-0305
Cell: 225-405-3427
Fax: 225-292-0307

Email: cjw7@att.net

CARL WOODS www.cjwdistributors.com

President

: ‘tnmates Commercial and Re_sudentsal

Tayla Hickman

Jayla Naicls

Cleaning Service

Residential & Commercial * General and Full Service
FREE ESTIMATE

225.572.7677 « taylahickman@gmail.com

Sonya's Creations LLC
Portraits / Weddings / Events

-
PhOtOO'l aphy & Custom De81gn
225-286-9377 sonyacreatlons@gmall com
https://linktr.ee/sonyacreations

CYNTHIA M. DUNN,
s  REALTOR
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Jehovah-Jireh Christian Academy admits students
of any race, color, national origin, and ethnic origin
to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities
generally accorded or made available to students
at the school. It does not discriminate on the basis
of race, color, national origin, and ethnic origin in
administration of its educational policies, scholarship
and loan programs, and athletic and other school-
administered programs.

DUNN
2900 Westford Dr, #401

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70827
Cell: 225.302.4598 « Hm: 225.752.5440
Email: cynthiadunn@innerspacebr.com

CYPRESS
SPRINGS
APARTMENTS!

Call to schedule a
tour today (229) 326-
2501. Located at 8280
Cypress Road. Baton
Rouge, LA

TO ADVERTISE HERE, CALL THE BATON ROUGE

WEEKLY PRESS AT 225.775.2002
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Keep Your COVID
Protection On Point!

Updated vaccines protect us
against the original COVID virus

and Omicron. Get your updated
vaccine today and protect
yourself and those you love.

Find updated COVID vaccines
for everyone 5+ at vaccines.gov




