
WASHINGTON — As the 
United States approaches its debt 
limit, Republicans have rejected 
calls for bipartisanship on the 
issue from Democrats during 
the Biden administration. The 
Treasury Department has been 
using extraordinary measures 
to pay all of the nation's bills 
in full and on time, but these 
measures are expected to expire 
between late June and Septem-
ber. Economists are warning of 
the negative impact that failing 
to address the issue could have 
on federal programs, the global 
economy, and long-term finan-
cial prospects.

Louisiana Republican 
Sen. John Kennedy, the rank-
ing member on the panel, has 
pledged not to vote for a default 
on the debt but did not specify 
whether he would vote to raise 
or suspend the debt limit. In De-
cember, Kennedy voted against 
legislation that raised the debt 
limit, a stance shared by all 
other Senate Republicans and 
all but one House Republican. 

Kennedy suggested that some 
Republicans, including House 
Republicans, may use the debt 
limit issue to address the rate of 
growth and debt accumulation.

Democrats introduced a bill 
in December to raise the debt 
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WEATHER INDEX

THUR. 03/16
Mostly Cloudy
High 82°.

WED. 03/15
Partly Cloudy
High 75°.

MON. 03/13
Mostly Cloudy
High 61°.

TUE. 03/14
Mostly Cloudy
High 65°.
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Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire

Washington D.C. — The 
National Newspaper Publish-
ers Association (NNPA) will 
host the annual Black Press 
Week from March 16-17, 
2023, with events and ac-
tivities aimed at promoting 
and empowering African 

American journalism.
The two-day event kicks 

off on Thursday, March 16, 
with the NNPA’s daily news 
show, Let It Be Known, host-
ing a mixer and broadcast 
from the Let It Be Known 
studios inside the NNPA’s 
national headquarters in the 
historic Thurgood Marshall 
Trust Center, located in 

Washington’s historic Shaw 
District.

Each year, Black Press 
Week provides an opportu-
nity for journalists and media 
professionals to connect and 
discuss issues facing the 
Black Press.

C E L E B R A T E S  W O M E N ' S  H I S T O R Y  M O N T H
LEADERS PUBLICATIONS  & BR WEEKLY PRESS CELEBRATE

Congressional Dysfunction 
Raises Risk of Debt Default, 
Economist Warns

BY: JULIE O'DONOGHUE 
Courtsey Louisiana Illuminator

Former Louisiana Transportation 
Secretary Shawn Wilson became the 
only major Democratic candidate to 
enter the governor’s race Monday, em-
phasizing his record of working in a 
bipartisan manner to build roads and 
bridges across the state. 

“We will always face obstacles. To 
overcome them requires leaders that 
will work with everyone, at all levels 
of government, regardless of party or 
ideology,” Wilson said in a campaign 
video released Monday. “From fighting 
crime in our cities to flooding in our 
homes and businesses.”

Before retiring Friday, Wilson 
worked for the state government for 25 
years and spent the past seven as head of 
Louisiana’s Department of Transporta-
tion and Development and a member of 
Gov. John Bel Edwards’ cabinet. 

In that position, Wilson supervised a 
once-in-a-generation investment of state 
and federal funding into Louisiana infra-
structure. He presided over the agency 
that manages the state’s roads, bridges 
and port projects at a time when there 
was more money on hand for building 
projects than there had been in decades. 
Much of that funding came in during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, when the 
federal government tried to shore up 
the economy with a surge in spending. 

But while Wilson has extensive ex-
perience in state government, he has 
never held elected office and has only 
launched a campaign once previously. 
He lost a race for Lafayette City Coun-
cil in 2007 and hasn’t run for election 
since then.  

Nevertheless, as the only promi-
nent Democratic candidate in the field, 
Wilson stands a good chance of making 

Louisiana now 
has a prominent 
Democratic 
candidate in the 
governor’s race: 
Shawn Wilson
Wilson is the former 
Louisiana transportation 
secretary for Gov.  
John Bel Edwards

Louisiana now has a prominent Democrat in the 
governor’s race, former state Transportation 
Secretary Shawn Wilson.

BLACK 
PRESS 

WEEK 
Celebrates and Empowers 
African American Journalism

See WILSON, on page 5

Each year, Black Press Week provides an opportunity for journalists and media professionals to con-
nect and discuss issues facing the Black Press.

See BLACK PRESS, on page 2

See DEFAULT, on page 5

The ongoing legal battle 
over voting rights in Louisiana 
has intensified, with Democratic 
Governor John Bel Edwards and 
former state Chief Justice Ber-
nette Johnson opposing the state's 
attorney general's attempt to dis-
solve a federal court agreement. 
This agreement settled a lawsuit 
that argued Black voting strength 
was diluted under the old system, 
with only two of the five justices 
being elected from a district that 
included majority-Black New 
Orleans and surrounding mostly 
white parishes. The settlement 
created a new Supreme Court 
district, solely comprised of 
majority-Black New Orleans, 
and ensured no sitting justice 
was removed.

However, the state's attorney 
general, who is running for gov-
ernor, is seeking the dissolution 
of the agreement, arguing that 
it is no longer necessary. This 
move has been met with opposi-
tion from Edwards and Johnson, 
who argue that the agreement 
is vital to maintaining equal 
representation for Black voters 
in Louisiana. Attorneys for the 
original plaintiffs and the US Jus-
tice Department also disagree 
with the attorney general's po-
sition, stating that the state has 
presented no evidence to show 
it would not revert to old voting 
patterns that denied Black vot-
ers representation on the state's 
highest court.

If the federal court agree-
ment is dissolved, Louisiana's 
Supreme Court could revert to 
a system that divides New Or-
leans and dilutes Black voting 
power. This outcome would have 

far-reaching consequences for 
Black representation in Louisi-
ana, potentially resulting in the 
denial of equal justice for many 
individuals and communities.

The case has drawn national 
attention as it highlights the on-
going struggle for voting rights 
and racial justice in America. 
The state's attorney general's 
attempt to dissolve the federal 
court agreement has been seen as 
a step backward in the fight for 
equal representation and voting 
rights for all Americans.

Legal experts are watching 
this case closely, as it could ulti-
mately end up at the US Supreme 
Court. The outcome of this case 
could have a significant impact 
on the future of voting rights and 
equal representation in Louisiana 
and across the country.

Black Justice's Seat 
on Louisiana Court 
Challenged in Court Battle

Chief Justice Bernette Johnson

U.S. Senator John Kennedy, R-Lou-
isiana. (U.S. Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee livestream screen capture)
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Louisiana lawmakers are 
gearing up for the 2023 state 
legislative session, during which 
they will consider two bills that 
would broaden marijuana ac-
cess throughout the state. While 
the medical marijuana market in 
Metairie is growing, State Rep-
resentative Candace Newell is 
proposing two bills that would 
expand the use, production, and 
sale of recreational marijuana (HB 
17) and decriminalize possession 

and distribution while establishing 
a sales tax (HB 24). However, some 
analysts predict that Louisiana, a 
predominantly conservative state, 
may not be ready for full recre-
ational legalization.

Despite this, State Rep. Kyle 
Green, a Democrat representing 
Jefferson Parish, supports Newell's 
bills and anticipates that if they 
reach the House floor, they will 
open a conversation about further 
expanding the market. The passage 

of these bills could also result in an 
increase in licenses and growers 
of marijuana to meet the growing 
demand.

While Louisiana is currently 
categorized as a state that only per-
mits medical marijuana use, the 
state's movement towards even that 
category is considered progressive 
by some. However, Governor John 
Bel Edwards and most lawmakers 
have opposed efforts to legalize 
recreational marijuana.

Additionally, the legislature 
is likely to discuss THC products 
sold as Delta-8 and Delta-9 during 
the upcoming legislative session. 
Governor Edwards has indicated 
that there will be a clampdown on 
these products, which may have 
been legalized unintentionally 

Louisiana lawmakers to debate 
medical marijuana expansion

Louisiana legislators are preparing to discuss two bills during the 2023 state legislative session, which would broaden 
marijuana availability throughout the state.

See EXPANION, on page 3

The Center for Calling & 
Career at Louisiana Christian 
University will host a job fair 
Thursday, March 16 for students 
seeking future employment. This 
event allows interested students 
to apply for jobs in various fields 
according to their academic dis-
ciplines.

Students will be able to 
submit resumes and applications 
while visiting with representa-
tives of the different employers 
looking for assistance in various 
roles.

A photographer will be in 
the lobby of the Student Center to 
take complimentary professional 
headshots of students.

“Our goal is hosting a 
Career Fair each semester on 
campus,” said Vice President 
for Student Life Meredith Ren-
nier. “The Center for Calling and 
Career is preparing graduates by 
creating these networking oppor-
tunities for students to meet with 
employers throughout the state. 
We work with students through-
out the academic year in hosting 
various workshops that include 
resume writing, interview skills, 
dining etiquette and LinkedIn 
101 all in preparation for pre-
paring for life after graduation.”

Each employer will have a 
table set up advertising the dif-

ferent positions with applications 
available for interested students.

The fair will be held from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Granberry 
Conference Center, and 36 em-
ployers are expected to attend, 
representing their companies.

Employers include :
•	� Caddo Parish Public 

Schools
•	 AFCO Industries, Inc.
•	� Franciscan Missionaries of 

Our Lady University
•	� Dallas Police Recruiting 

Department
•	 Share Care USA
•	� Lifeline Children’s Services
•	 Rapides Parish Police Jury
•	� CHRISTUS St. Frances 

Cabrini Hospital
•	� Med Express Ambulance 

Service
•	 Ugly Mug Marketing
•	 Crest Industries
•	� US Army Professional Re-

cruiting/ Medical Recruit-
ing

•	 Office of Juvenile Justice
•	� Pinecrest Supports and 

Services Center
•	� St Landry Parish School 

Board
•	� Louisiana Department of 

Louisiana Christian University 
to host spring Career Fair

See FAIR, on page 3

The primary event, which 
takes place on Friday, March 17, 
will include the NNPA Board of 
Directors Meeting, held at the 
National Press Club’s Zenger 
Meeting Room, from 9:30 am 
to 12:00 pm.

In celebration of the 196th 
anniversary of the Black Press, 
NNPA will host “The State of the 
Black Press Luncheon,” at the 
National Press Club’s Ballroom 
on the 13th floor from 12:30 pm 
to 2:00 pm.

The State of the Black Press 
Luncheon features a keynote 
speech from Dr. Benjamin F. 
Chavis Jr., NNPA President and 
CEO, who will speak about the 

importance of the Black Press 
in promoting social justice and 
democracy.

Dr. Chavis plans to highlight 
the role of Black newspapers in 
shaping public opinion and advo-
cating for civil rights, and a call 
for continued support for Black 
media outlets.

Dr. Benjamin Talton, Direc-
tor of the Moorland-Spingarn 
Research Center at Howard Uni-
versity, will also speak at the lun-
cheon, discussing the Black Press 
Archive Digitization Project at 
Howard University.

The project aims to digitize 
and preserve historical Black 
newspapers, making them acces-

Black Press from page 1

See PRESS, on page 3
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Workers are on site now painting City Hall as the building undergoes various improvements. Seen 
here is the beautiful new coat of paint on the Municipal Center Building! 

CITY OF 
BAKER NEWS

City Hall Gets a New Coat of Paint

through hemp-related laws.
The 2023 Regular Legislative 

Session is scheduled to begin on 
Mon., April 10. In the meantime, 
H&W Drug Store in Metairie is 
seeing increased demand for its 
regulated medical marijuana prod-
ucts, especially for individuals suf-
fering from autism, pain, PTSD, 
or anxiety.

Expansion from page 2

Corrections
•	 Save the Children
•	� United Way of Central Loui-

siana 
•	 Central Louisiana AHEC
•	� Rehabilitation Services of 

CenLA
•	 Connect Ministries
•	 Cleco
•	� Grant Parish School System
•	 Camp Uskichitto
•	 RoyOMartin
•	 Onelife Church
•	 workforce Solutions
•	� WNTZ Fox 48TV Nexstar 

Media

•	� Rapides Parish School 
Board Office

•	� Rapides Regional Medical 
Center

•	 Department of Health
•	 H e a r t  o f  H o s p i c e 

“Local employers continue 
to demonstrate their trust in the 
students who complete their col-
lege undergraduate education 
with Louisiana Christian Univer-
sity by joining us for this annual 
event,” said LCU President Dr. 
Rick Brewer. “Employers realize 
students who are products of the 
University’s Mission and Vision 
are ready to lead, learn and serve 
in the workplace.”

Fair from page 2

sible to researchers and the public.
The event also promises to 

provide an opportunity for at-
tendees to network and engage 
with Black media professionals 
from across the country, including 
publishers, editors, and journalists.

Tickets are required for entry 
to the event, and attendees can re-
serve their seating at www.nnpa-
events.com.

Black Press Week remains a 
vital event for the NNPA, providing 
a platform to celebrate and promote 
the achievements of Black journal-
ists and media professionals, and 
to discuss the challenges facing 
the industry.

The event aims to empower 
and inspire the next generation of 
Black journalists, and to support 
the continued growth and success 
of the Black Press.

Press from page 2

WASHINGTON, D.C. – 
Today, Congressman Troy A. 
Carter, Sr. (D-La.) announced 
that the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) will grant 
$26,300,000 from the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law to address 
emerging contaminants like Per- 
and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances 
(PFAS) in Louisiana’s drinking 
water. This investment will be 
made available through EPA’s 
Emerging Contaminants in Small 
or Disadvantaged Communities 
(EC-SDC) Grant Program and will 
promote access to safe and clean 
water in small, rural, and disad-
vantaged communities.

Rep. Carter Praises $26 Million to 
Address Emerging Contaminants in 
Louisiana’s Drinking Water

 “The Bipartisan Infrastruc-
ture Law is bringing critical invest-
ments in our water systems, roads, 
bridges, and broadband,” said Rep. 
Carter. “Too many Louisianians are 
being harmed by exposure to PFAS 
and other dangerous contaminants 
in their drinking water. The fund-
ing announced today will provide 
millions of dollars to strengthen 
our state’s water infrastructure 
while protecting people’s health 
and boosting local economies.”

 Congressman Carter advo-

cated and voted for the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law which invests 
$5 billion over five years to help 
communities that are on the front-
lines of PFAS contamination re-
duce PFAS in drinking water. EPA 
announced the funds as part of an 
allotment of $2 billion to states 
and territories that can be used to 
prioritize infrastructure and source 
water treatment for pollutants, like 
PFAS and other emerging contami-
nants, and to conduct water quality 
testing.

Grant Program and will promote access to safe and clean water in small, rural, 
and disadvantaged communities.

Work continues 
on the installation 
of new gas lines 
on Lavey Lane

Pictured here is a 
tractor pulling the 
new four (4) inch line 
through the under-
ground conduit.  The 
second picture is of the 
coiled line in its stag-
ing area prior to instal-
lation.

The Baker Chamber of Commerce will host its very first charity Golf Tournament this year. 
The Tournament is scheduled for Friday, April 21, starting at 8:00 am and will be held at the BREC 
Beaver Creek Golf Course located at 1100 Plains-Port Hudson Road in Zachary, Louisiana 70791.

Beyond participation as a golfer, we are also currently seeking Hole Sponsorships for the Tour-
nament. Sponsorships are $100.00 and will allow each sponsor to have the opportunity to advertise 
their business at one of the holes on the course. Proceeds from this event will benefit the City of 
Baker School System.

Donations are welcome through Eventbrite, and checks are payable to Baker Chamber of Com-
merce. We are looking forward to a great day of fun, networking, and raising money for a great 
local cause. Baker “Fore”ward!

 To stay up to date on what is happening in the  
city subscribe to email and text messaging at 
https://cityofbakerla.com/wp/subscribe/.
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RELIGION

NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
5856 Greenwell Springs Road • Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806

Telephone: (225) 926-0246 • Facsimile: (225) 925-8022
Toll Free: 888-700-6174

Websites: www.newhopebr.com

Rev. Leo Cyrus Sr., Pastor

Dr. Donald Ruth, Pastor        

Hour of Power  .............................................12 Noon Each Wednesday
Sunday School ........................................................................... 8:00am
Church Service  .......................................................................... 9:00am
Communion Service  ............................................. 2nd Sunday 9:00am
Bible Study Wednesday  ............................................................7:00pm
Sister/Brotherhood Meeting .....................................................  6:00pm

NEW BIRTH
FULL GOSPEL MINISTRIES

'THE NEW LIFE' Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

— 2 Corinthians 5:17

Radio Broadcast 1st and 3rd Sunday WXOK at 8:00am

Bishop I. J. Payne, Pastor

1283 Rosenwald Road
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807

SUNDAY 
SCHOOL

HOUR OF
POWER

Every Sunday 
at 9:30 A.M.

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

HOLY
COMMUNION

Every Sunday 
at 11:30 A.M.

Every 3rd Sunday 
at 11:30 A.M.

Every Friday 
at 12 NOON

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the 
manner of some; but exhorting one another: and so much 
the more, as ye see the day approaching. - Hebrews 10:25

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Church directory ads starting at $10 per week 
call us for details 225.775.2002

DISCIPLES OUTREACH 

2032 Gore Rd, • Baton Rouge, LA 70807 
Sunday Service .............................. 9:00 am
Sunday School ............................... 8:00 am
Bible Studay .........................Mon.7:00 pm
Saturday Sabbath  .................Sat. 11:00 am

We Don't Count Numbers. We Make Numbers Count

M I N I S T R Y

Bishop Thelma Pearl Senior Pastor
Bishop Michael Pearl, Assistant Pastor

THE BRWEEKLY PRESS CHURCH 
DIRECTORY ADVERTISE YOUR

For details call 225.775.2002

$10OO
per week

STARTING AT ONLY•  Church Services and  
programs

• Streaming Live URL
•          FREE first priority 
  announcement place

CAMPHOR MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

8742 Scenic Highway – Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807
Telephone:  (225) 775-4106 -    Fax:  (225) 615-8359

Rev. Elenora Mackey Cushenberry, Th.D, Senior Pastor
Rev. Tiffanie C. Postell, Associate Pastor

Sunday School ................................................................ 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service ...........................................................  10:55 a.m.
Youth Sunday & Contemporary Worship .......  2nd Sun. 8:00 a.m.
Bible Study .................................Wed. 12:00 Noon and 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Ministry  ..................................................... Tues 6:00 p.m.

By Tony Evans

Hebrews 11:6 makes it crystal 
clear that without faith you won’t 
see God. This is because without 
faith, you do not please Him. The 
absence of faith results in the ab-
sence of the manifest presence of 
God. In other words, you may know 
He exists, but you won’t necessarily 
experience His existence in your 
day-to-day life. That’s why God 
urges us so often in Scripture to 
live our lives by faith.

He wants us to experience 
Him. 

He desires to intervene in our 
situations. 

He wants to reveal His power 
in our circumstances. 

But it requires our faith to 
participate in the process of His 
providential hand. Remember, faith 
is acting like it is so even when it’s 
not so in order that it might be so 
simply because God said so. Faith is 
verifiable. You never have to guess 
if you have faith because it shows 
up in your walk, not just your talk. 

Faith is made 
real when you 
choose to obey 
God even when 
you cannot see 
the reality or 
rationale of 
your obedience 
from a human 
perspective.

W h a t ’ s 
more:  fai th 
must always 

precede sight. Once you have sight, 
it is no longer faith. That’s why He-
brews 11:1 declares, “Now faith is 
the assurance of things hoped for, 
the conviction of things not seen.” 
If you have to see it first, you have 
cancelled faith. Faith is prior to, 
and apart from, sight. In fact, faith 
leads to sight. But, even so, most 
people first decide what they are 
going to do by what they see. As a 
result, they regularly cancel out the 
supernatural from taking place in 
their lives. Don’t make that mistake, 
for God wants you to experience 
more of Him.

Your Faith Leads to 
an Experience of God

Tony Evans

By Creflo Dollar

When we read the Gospel, it 
is important to read it in its proper 
context. Reading it through the 
Old Testament lens of the Law of 
Moses gives us an outdated inter-
pretation that is no longer valid, but 
reading it through the lens of grace 
reveals the power of the resurrected 
Jesus. When we understand that we 
don’t have to live by old standards 
that no longer apply to us, we’re 
free to rightly divide the Word of 
truth. Correspondingly, we limit 
ourselves when we lift Scriptures 
out of context and wrongly inter-
pret the Word.

Under the Law of Moses, 
punishment and condemnation 
were key motivators, but Jesus re-
placed the law with His grace and 
truth. Before, strict obedience and 

constant atone-
ment for sin 
was necessary 
to please God, 
but faith is all 
that is needed, 
now. The truth 
that Jesus was 
the perfect sac-
rifice for sin 
highlights the 
significance of 
what He did on 
the cross. Let-
ting this get down inside us begins 
to transform us.

For example, Holy Commu-
nion celebrates Jesus’ work on the 
cross but, if we’re not careful, we 
can incorrectly interpret the Scrip-
ture on communion. The apostle 
Paul wrote that whoever partakes 
of communion in an unworthy 

manner eats and drinks damna-
tion to himself. An Old Testament 
mindset immediately goes to sin-
consciousness and condemns us 
as being unworthy to take com-
munion. However, this Scripture 
is actually advising us to examine 
ourselves beforehand; it does not 
say to meditate on our sins and 
avoid communion altogether.

Reading this Scripture in con-
text, we see that we take the bread 
and wine in memory of Jesus, not 
of our sins. Interpreting this in-
correctly traps us in fear, guilt, 
and condemnation. Interpreting 
it correctly frees us to receive, 
by faith, what grace has made 
available. Reading the Word in 
the proper spirit opens our eyes 
to the forgiveness God offers us 
through the new

 

PRAYER:
God, in Your mercy You sent 

us Your Son to replace the condem-
nation and sin-consciousness of the 
old covenant with grace and love. 
You released us from the require-
ments of the Law of Moses and 
gave us freedom through Jesus. 
Thank You for giving us Your 
Spirit to properly interpret what 
You say to us. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.

SCRIPTURES:
2 Timothy 2:15
John 1:17
Romans 6:14
Hebrews 11:6
Hebrews 10:1-14
1 Corinthians 11:24, 25, 27-29

The resurrected Jesus transforms us

Creflo dollar

CAMPHOR MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

8742 Scenic Highway - Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807
Telephone:  (225) 775-4106 • Fax:  (225) 615-8359

Rev. Kermit Curtis “KC” Roberson, M.Div., MPA Senior Pastor

Sunday School................................................................... 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service..............1st, 3rd. & 4th Sundays............  10:55 a.m.
Contemporary Worship .........2nd & 5th Sunday..................8:00 a.m

(And any Sunday that falls on a Holiday)
Bible Study........ Wednesday, Men’s Mid-Day Study........12:00 p.m. 
Disciple Bible Study.................Wednesday.........................5:30 p.m.
Prayer Ministry...........................Tuesday............................6:00 p.m.

DIRECTORY
BRWEEKLYPRESS  CHURCH & PLACES TO WORSHIP

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some; but exhorting Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some; but exhorting 
one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. - Hebrews 10:25one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. - Hebrews 10:25

Reach Thousands Weekly. Call 225-775-2002 Reach Thousands Weekly. Call 225-775-2002 
to take advantage of our special ratesto take advantage of our special rates

Broadcast Rates

Commercial Spot Rates

• 15 minutes  $40 4 per month $160
• 30 minutes  $65 4 per month $260
• 60 minutes  $75 4 per month $300

• 100 Spots $125
• 150 Spots $168 
• 200 Spots $250

All shows must include an intro and an outro.
•  $50 talent fee for production of intro and outro.
• All broadcast scheduling depends on availability

All shows must include an into and an outro.
• $50 talent fee for commercial spot production
• Production of commercial spot script. TBD

These special rates are exclusive to Interfaith Gazette advertising partners. The Interfaith Gazette is an 
official representative and media partner of Global Impact Media LLC.

FREE Programming available for
Interfaith Gazette Advertising Partners.
When you purchase: 
• Full Page Advertisement
• Half Page Advertisement
•  Interfaith Church Sportlight Listing with

Web Page Directory:
• Church Name • Pastor Name • Location
• Time of Service • Contact Info •  link to
your website • Social Media links.

GOSPEL INTERNET RADIO STATION OF THE YEAR

Interfaith Gazette
PUBLISHER Bishop Marjorie Holt, Ph.D.419.214.0730

LISTEN LIVE! www. interfaithgazette.com

Advertise during the DORINDA
CLARK COLE RADIO SHOW. Call for 
details.

LISTEN LIVE! WWW.247PRAISERADIO.COM

Broadcast Rates
• 15 min 	 $25.00  	 4 broadcast per month $100
• 30 min 	 $35.00 	 4 broadcast per month $140
• 60 min 	 $43.75 	 4 broadcast per month $175

CALL FOR MORE DETAILS 225.775.2002 

MILLIONS 
OF LISTENERS
PER HOUR

These special rates are  
exclusive to the BR Weekly 
Press advertising partner. 
TheBR Weekly Press is an 
official representative and media 
partner of  
247 Parise Radio.com

LET US HELP YOU REACH 
THOSANDS IN THE 247 PRAISE RADIO 

COMMUNITY AND BEYOND

ALWAYS CRYSTAL CLEAR 24/7 NO MATTER WHERE 
YOU ARE IN THE CITY, STATE , COUNTRY OR IN THE WORLD

YOUR ADVERTISMENT 
COULD BE HERE

CALL 225.775.2002 
TO RESERVE YOUR SPACE

RELIGION

Spirituality is an important 
aspect of life, as it helps us find 
purpose, meaning, and fulfillment. 
However, sometimes we may feel 
spiritually suffocated, as if we are 
unable to connect with God or find 
peace and solace in our beliefs. If 
you're experiencing this, it can be 
challenging, but there are things 
you can do to overcome it.

Here are some steps you can 
take when you feel spiritually suf-
focated:

1. Pray: The Bible encourages 
us to pray, and it's a powerful way 
to connect with God. When you 
feel spiritually suffocated, take 
some time to pray and ask God 
for guidance, strength, and wis-
dom. Philippians 4:6-7 says, "Be 
careful for nothing; but in every 
thing by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known unto God. And 
the peace of God, which passeth 
all understanding, shall keep your 
hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus."

2. Read the Bible: Read-
ing the Bible can be an excellent 
way to find spiritual nourishment 
and clarity. You can start with the 
Psalms, Proverbs, or the Gospels 
to find words of encouragement 
and wisdom. Hebrews 4:12 says, 
"For the word of God is quick, 
and powerful, and sharper than any 

twoedged sword, piercing even to 
the dividing asunder of soul and 
spirit, and of the joints and marrow, 
and is a discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart."

3. Find a spiritual com-
munity: Being part of a spiritual 
community can provide support, 
encouragement, and accountability. 
You can join a church, attend Bible 
studies or prayer groups, or con-
nect with other believers online. 
Hebrews 10:25 says, "Not forsak-
ing the assembling of ourselves 
together, as the manner of some 
is; but exhorting one another: and 
so much the more, as ye see the 

day approaching."
4. Practice gratitude: Some-

times, when we feel spiritually suf-
focated, we may focus on what we 
don't have or what we're struggling 
with. Practicing gratitude can help 
shift our focus and remind us of 
the blessings we have. 1 Thessa-
lonians 5:18 says, "In every thing 
give thanks: for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus concerning 
you."

5. Serve others: Serving oth-
ers can be a way to connect with 
God and find fulfillment. You can 
volunteer at a local charity, help a 
neighbor in need, or simply reach 

out to a friend who's going through 
a tough time. Matthew 25:40 says, 
"And the King shall answer and 
say unto them, Verily I say unto 
you, Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me."

In conclusion, feeling spiritu-
ally suffocated can be challenging, 
but there are things you can do to 
overcome it. Pray, read the Bible, 
find a spiritual community, practice 
gratitude, and serve others. These 
steps can help you reconnect with 
God, find purpose, and experience 
the peace that surpasses all under-
standing.

What to do When You Feel 
Spiritually Suffocated

by Creflo Dollar 

Many people want to see 
good things happen in their lives, 
but they feel powerless to make 
them happen. Some may believe 
that the ability to attract positivity 
is out of their control, and that 
good luck randomly descends on 
a chosen few. However, luck has 
nothing to do with it. By exercis-
ing faith, we can bring things into 
existence by speaking the Word.

In the beginning, God 
brought creation into existence 
by the power of His spoken Word 
(Genesis 1:3-29). He commanded, 
and literally created something 
out of nothing. We have the same 
power, as God gave it to His Son 
(Matthew 28:18), and it is avail-
able to us when we become born 
again. “Behold! I have given you 
authority and power to trample 
upon serpents and scorpions, and 
[physical and mental strength and 
ability] over all the power that the 
enemy [possesses]; and nothing 
shall in any way harm you” (Luke 
10:19, AMPC).

Believers have the same abil-
ity to get results as God. When 
Jesus walked the earth, He com-
manded healing and brought the 
dead back to life. We have been 
given the same authority. “…Even 
God, who quickeneth the dead, 
and calleth those things which 
be not as though they were” (Ro-

mans 4:17).
The abil-

ity to speak 
things into 
existence is a 
spiritual law 
that comes 
into play by 
faith. Jesus 
demonstrated 
this power 
with the cen-
turion who 
asked Jesus to heal his servant. 
The man simply asked for verbal 
confirmation of that healing and 
believed it before he saw it. The 
result was supernatural.

The power of our speech 
applies to all areas of our life, 
whether it’s concerning our 
families, our relationships, our 
finances, or our jobs. We have the 
right to command into existence 
peace in our marriages, happiness 
in our children, tranquility in our 
households, and stability in our 
finances. However, we must be 
careful because this power works 
for evil as well as for good. “A 
wholesome tongue is a tree of 
life: but perverseness therein is 
a breach in the spirit” (Proverbs 
15:4). Whatever we experience 
in the physical realm is first born 
in the spiritual realm.

Our words can either be a 
blessing or a curse, and what we 

Speak It Into 
Existence

Creflo  
Dollar

See SPEAKE, on page 5
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limit by $2.5 trillion, but the 
federal government reached its 
$31.4 trillion limit in mid-January. 
Despite Democrats' calls for bi-
partisanship, Republicans have 
rejected the idea, potentially set-
ting up a showdown in Congress. 

Democrats are warning that failure 
to address the issue could lead to 
catastrophic consequences for the 
economy, while Republicans are 
using the issue to talk about the 
rate of growth and spending. As 
the deadline for action approaches, 
it remains to be seen whether the 
two parties will be able to find 
common ground on the issue.

13937 Malbec Ave.
Baton Rouge, LA 70816

Ph: 225-292-0305
Cell: 225-405-3427
Fax: 225-292-0307

Email: cjw7@att.net
www.cjwdistributors.com

C O N N E C T S

FREE INTERNET
Qualify today for the Government 

Free Internet Program

CALL TODAY (844) 621-9931

YOU QUALIFY  for 
Free Internet if you 
receive Medicaid, 
SNAP, WIC, 
Housing Assistance, 
Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefi ts, 
Lifeline and Tribal.

Bonus offer: 4G Android Tablet with 
one time co-pay of $20

ACP program details can be found at www.fcc.gov/affordable-connectivity-program-consumer-faq

Speeds up to 
100 Mbps with 
EarthLink Wireless 
Home Internet
Sign up today and 
get a $100 gift card!*
*Terms and conditions apply
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Gift Card $100

Reliable Internet NOW!     855-936-5998

REVOLUTIONIZING HEALTHCARE 

CareSouth Medical and 
Dental Leads the Charge in 
Baton Rouge and Beyond

BUSINESS
SPOTLIGHT

BATON ROUGE La. — 
CareSouth Medical and Dental 
is a healthcare facility that is trans-
forming the healthcare landscape 
in Baton Rouge, Donaldsonville, 
and Plaquemine under the innova-
tive leadership of CEO Matthew 
Valliere. With his impressive cre-
dentials, Valliere is bringing an 
extraordinary wealth of knowl-
edge and expertise to the table to 
spearhead a healthcare revolution.

Under his leadership, Care-
South has undergone a compre-
hensive rebranding effort to in-
fuse the healthcare center with 
a fresh, inclusive identity. This 
has enabled CareSouth to rein-
troduce itself to the community 
and showcase its vast range of 
quality services, such as adult 
medicine, pediatrics, obstetrics 
and gynecology, podiatry, oral 

health (dental), behavioral health, 
chronic disease management, and 
much more.

CareSouth is a private non-
profit Federally Qualified Health 

Center that provides a comprehen-
sive range of community-based 
medical, dental, and behavioral 
health services. The facility is 
guided by a consumer-majority 
volunteer board of directors 
whose mission is to provide 
comprehensive, affordable, high-
quality healthcare with compas-
sion and respect for all.

The experienced team at 
CareSouth provides a broad 
range of medical, dental, and be-
havioral health services at their 
main location in Baton Rouge 
and in satellite clinics located in 
Donaldsonville, Plaquemine, and 
Zachary, Louisiana. CareSouth 
also provides onsite behavioral 
services in two Charter USA 
Foundation schools.

CareSouth is recognized 
by the National Committee for 

Quality Assurance (NCQA) as a 
Level 2 Patient-Centered Medi-
cal Home, which is a testament 
to the facility's commitment to 
providing patient-centered care. 
Originally launched in 1997 as 
Capitol City Family Health Center 
(CCFHC), CareSouth changed its 
name in April 2016 to be more 
inclusive of the communities they 
serve.

In summary, CareSouth Med-
ical and Dental is a healthcare 
facility that is at the forefront of 
a healthcare revolution, providing 
comprehensive, affordable, high-
quality healthcare with compas-
sion and respect for all. With their 
focus on patient-centered care 
and community outreach, Care-
South is committed to improving 
healthcare access and outcomes 
for underserved populations.

CEO Matthew Valliere

the gubernatorial runoff between 
the top two candidates in Novem-
ber. In October’s primary, he will 
likely have the 30% to 40% of 
the state’s voting population that 
identifies as Democratic to him-
self, while the Republican vote 
splits among several candidates. 

Four GOP candidates – state 
Sen. Sharon Hewitt, Attorney 
General Jeff Landry, state Rep. 
Richard Nelson and Treasurer 
John Schroder – have entered the 
governor’s race. Congressman 
Garret Graves and Louisiana 
House Speaker Clay Schexnayder 
are also considering campaigns. 

Political independent Hunter 
Lundy, a wealthy attorney and 
Christian preacher, is also run-
ning and raising more campaign 
money than some of his GOP 
contenders.

Still, Democrats have strug-
gled to win statewide elections in 
Louisiana over the past decade. 
Only Edwards, who won gov-
ernor’s races in 2015 and 2019, 
has managed to get elected as a 
Democrat statewide since 2014. 

A longtime resident of La-
fayette, Wilson holds an un-
dergraduate degree in urban 
and regional planning from the 
University of Louisiana Lafayette 
and a doctorate in public policy 
from Southern University.

Wilson from page 1

Default from page 1

repeatedly declare can manifest in 
us as well as in others. We should 
be mindful of what we speak into 
our own lives and into the lives of 
others. Ignorance of the authority of 

the spoken word can bring pain and 
suffering. “Death and life are in the 
power of the tongue: and they that 
love it shall eat the fruit thereof” 
(Proverbs 18:21). It’s our choice 
whether we bring to life something 
evil or something good; we must 
speak life.

Speake from page 4

DIRECTORY
BRWEEKLYPRESS 

BUSINESS/SERVICE

FOR BUSINESSFOR BUSINESS
PANDEMIC AND HURRICANE RECOVERY 
SPECIALS CALL TO RESERVE YOUR SPACE 

IN THE BRWEEKLYPRESS 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY 225.775.2002 TODAY!
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BATON ROUGE
BLACK HISTORY 

MAKER

Matthew Valliere
Chief Executive Officer   
CareSouth Medical & Dental • Baton Rouge, Louisiana

BATON ROUGE
BLACK HISTORY 

MAKER

TIFFANY L. FOXWORTH
Judge Tiffany Foxworth-Roberts
Division M • Criminal Section 8 & Civil Section 31

CARE IS
AmeriHealth Caritas Louisiana

Getting rewards for  
doing things that help 
you stay healthy!

With our CARE Card program, you can earn rewards for doing things like 
getting health screenings and seeing your primary care provider for wellness 
visits. Use the CARE Card to save money when you buy selected health and 
everyday items.*

Find out more by visiting  
www.careforla.com.
*Conditions apply. See website.

BATON ROUGE
BLACK HISTORY 

MAKER
Pastor Cleve Dunn, Sr. 
Senior Pastor of Spirit of Truth International
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

BATON  ROUGE  BL ACK  H ISTORY  MAKERS  365
Celebrating the accomplishments of History Makers, both past and present, is an important way to recognize their contributions to society and inspire others to pursue greatness. By 
acknowledging their achievements, we honor the hard work, dedication, and perseverance that have helped shape our world. Celebrating History Makers also allows us to reflect on 
the progress we have made as a society, and to recognize the ongoing struggles that continue to shape our collective future. Whether we look to our community leaders, historical 
figures, or everyday people who have made a difference in the world, celebrating History Makers helps us appreciate the power of human potential and the importance of making a 
positive impact on the world around us.

C. DENISE MAR-
CELLE is an impressive 
individual who has over-
come incredible odds to 
become a political pow-
erhouse in Louisiana. As 

a single teen mother, and a survivor of domestic 
violence and drug abuse, Marcelle's journey to the 
Louisiana House of Representatives has been nothing 
short of remarkable.

During her time as a Baton Rouge Metro Council 
member from 2008 to 2015, Marcelle was a fearless 
leader who tackled some of the most pressing issues 
in her community. Her work focused on criminal 
justice reform, economic inequality, and domestic 

violence. Her bold and fearless leadership has made 
her a beacon of hope for the marginalized and the 
oppressed.

Marcelle is a passionate advocate for social jus-
tice causes and has earned numerous awards and 
recognitions for her work. She has been recognized for 
her tireless efforts to improve education and health-
care in Louisiana, making her a powerful voice for 
change. Marcelle's bold and daring spirit has made 
her a force to be reckoned with, and her ability to 
take risks and stand up for what she believes in has 
inspired many.

In 2016, Marcelle made national headlines 
when she ran for mayor-president of Baton Rouge 
and East Baton Rouge Parish, demonstrating her 

fearless approach to politics and her commitment to 
making a difference. Although she did not win the 
election, Marcelle's impact on the political landscape 
of Louisiana has been undeniable.

Today, Marcelle serves as a fierce Democratic 
member of the Louisiana House of Representatives, 
where she continues to fight for social justice causes 
and work tirelessly to improve the lives of her constitu-
ents. Her passion for public service and unwavering 
dedication to her community have made her a force 
to be reckoned with in East Baton Rouge Parish, 
and her impact on Louisiana's political landscape is 
nothing less than awe-inspiring. C. Denise Marcelle 
is a true champion of the people and a beacon of 
hope for a better future.

WOMEN ' S  H ISTORY  MONTH:  WEEKLY  PRESS  NEWSPAPER  HONORS  &  LE ADERS  PUBL ICAT IONS
C. Denise Marcelle
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