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Early Voting
begins March 12
for the March
26 Municipal
Primary Election

BATON ROUGE, La. — Secre-
tary of State Kyle Ardoin is reminding
voters that early voting for the March
26 Municipal Primary Election begins
Saturday, March 12, and continues
through Saturday, March 19 (exclud-
ing Sunday, March 13) from 8:30 a.m.
to 6 p.m. daily. Citizens who want to
vote early may do so in person at their
parish Registrar of Voters Office or
at other designated locations.

Voters are encouraged to uti-
lize Louisiana’s award-winning, free
smartphone app, Geaux Vote Mobile,
to locate parish early voting locations,
Election Day voting site, or view their
sample ballot. GeauxBot, the virtual
voter assistant, is also available to
access pertinent election information
such as registration deadlines, election
dates, polling locations, and hours.
GeauxBot is available 24 hours a day,
7 days a week by visiting voterportal.
sos.la.gov or by selecting Elections
and Voting on sos.la.gov.

In response to the COVID-19
pandemic, polling commissioners will
be supplied with personal protective
equipment and will regularly sanitize
designated areas and wipe down vot-
ing machines between each voter.
Hand sanitizer will be provided to
voters and masks are recommended,
although not required.

In addition to a Louisiana driv-

See VOTING, on page 3
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Gov. Edwards vetoes proposed
congressional redistricting map

School News Service

BY PIPER HUTCHINSON
LSU Manship School
News Service

BATON ROUGE, La -Gov.
John Bel Edwards on Wednes-
day vetoed maps that did little to
change the boundaries of Loui-
siana’s congressional districts,
citing the failure to add a second
majority Black district.

“I'have vetoed the proposed
congressional map drawn by Loui-
siana’s Legislature because it does
not include a second majority Af-
rican American district, despite
Black voters making up almost a
third of Louisianans per the latest
U.S. Census data,” Edwards said.

“This map is simply not fair
to the people of Louisiana and does
not meet the standards set forth in

Gov. John Bel Edwards vetoed new congressional maps that did not provide for a second majority-minority district. Piper Hutchinson/LSU Manship

the federal Voting Rights Act,”
he added.

Louisiana has six congressio-
nal districts, but they are drawn in
such a way that a Black candidate
could win in only one of them.

Edwards, a Democrat, asked
the Republican-led Legislature to
immediately begin work on a new
map that includes a second major-
ity Black district.

The governor signed off on
new maps for the Board of El-
ementary and Secondary Educa-
tion and the Public Service Com-
mission, saying he believes they
provide fairer representation.

Despite the lack of additional
majority minority districts in maps
for the state House and Senate,

See VETO0, on page 2

Russia-Ukraine talks fail with no progress
on cease-fire, safe passage for civilians

Talks between Russia and
Ukraine’s foreign ministers in
Turkey on Thursday appear to
have ended in failure, with no
progress made on establishing a
cease-fire or safe passage for ci-
vilians trying to flee the besieged
city of Mariupol.

The discussions, between
Russia’s foreign minister, Sergey
Lavrov, and his Ukrainian coun-
terpart Dmytro Kuleba, lasted just
1% hours.

When he emerged, Kuleba

told a news conference that the
talks had been “both easy and
difficult.”

“Easy because Minister Lav-
rov basically followed his tradi-
tional narratives about Ukraine,
but difficult because I did my best
to find a diplomatic solution to
the humanitarian tragedy unfold-
ing on the battleground and in the
besieged cities,” he said.

No progress had been made
on Ukraine’s proposal for a 24-
hour cease-fire, Kuleba said, nor on

the establishment of a humanitar-
ian corridor to and from Mariupol,
both for citizens to flee the city,
and for humanitarian aid to enter it.

The minister expressed his
dismay that his Russian counter-
part had not been in a position to
authorize any kind of agreement
on a cease-fire, saying “it seems
there are other decision-makers on
this matter, in Russia.” Indeed, in a
separate news conference, Lavrov
said that “no one here was discuss-
ing a cease-fire.”

The talks came as fighting
continues to rage across Ukraine,
with the country’s president,
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, accusing
Russia once again of war crimes
after an attack on a children’s hos-
pital in Mariupol.

CNBC’s Hadley Gamble
asked Lavrov how Russia could
justify the attack, which Ukrainian
authorities said had killed three
people, including a child.

Lavrov said it was “not the

See TALKS, on page 5

Drivers try to
manage travel
costs as gas
prices near $4
in Louisiana

According to AAA, the na-
tional average is $4.00, and in
the state of Louisiana, it’s costing
people an average of $3.87.

Drivers can expect to see their
gas stations go up in price. This past
Friday one gas station was charging
drivers $3.70 for regular gas. Today,
itis up to $3.99 at the same station.

The hunt is on to find the low-
est gas prices.

“It’s really expensive, this is
a 3500, I have to swipe my card
twice just to fill it up,” says Noah
Gallow. Gallow works for Box K
Events. He sets up for parties and
weddings and often has to drive
to out-of-town venues as part of
his job. Lately, the company has
had to increase costs for services.

“Gas prices are making it
harder for us to give customers a
fair price, and our quotes are mak-
ing it harder for me to travel to get
to work,” Gallow adds.

With gas prices going up, ev-
eryone is trying to find a way to
save at the pump and sometimes
that’s through memberships with
local grocery stores here in Baton
Rouge. It’s why Lynn Courtney
is filling up at Sam’s today. She
appreciates being able to get a dis-
count just for being a Sam’s Club
Member.

“Well, I just saw $3.99 a gal-
lon at RaceTrac, and even though
this is a little bit hard sometimes
with the lines and getting through.
Sometimes the printers don’t work
to give me a receipt, but it’s still
worth it. I mean this was $3.35
here this morning versus $3.99.”
Courtney tells reporters.

At a time when spring break
and summer travels are just around
the corner, some people are choos-
ing to stay at home just to save on
a little bit of money.

“Yeah, my son is ready to go
to another state for spring break,
but the way gas is right now I just
don’t think he will be able to go,”
Nick King explains.

It’s why the Louisana Of-
fice of the Lieutenant Governor
is encouraging people to stick to
traveling Louisiana roads to enjoy
some of the state’s local attractions
and events.

Rep. Bobby Rush, D-lll., speaks about the Emmett Till Anti-Lynching Act, which
was named after a 14-year-old boy who was lynched in Mississippi in 1955.

Congressional Black Caucus
applauds House, Senate passage of
Emmett Till Antilynching Legislation

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The
Emmett Till Antilynching Act (H.R.
55), legislation introduced by Con-
gressman Bobby L. Rush (D-I11.),
passed the House and the Senate
the Congressional Black Caucus
released the following statement:

“This is a moment of historic
consequence. The Emmett Till An-
tilynching Act passed the United
States House of Representatives in
a vote 422-3 and unanimously in

the Senate. This bill is now headed
to President Biden’s desk for sig-
nature, finally designating lynching
as a federal hate crime in America,”
said Congressional Black Caucus
Chairwoman Joyce Beatty. “Despite
more than 200 attempts to make
lynching a federal crime over the
past 120 years, it has never before
been done. That ends today. We are
proud Congressman Bobby Rush re-
mained steadfast in championing this
critical legislation. This bill clearly

conveys our nation will no longer
ignore this shameful chapter of our
history, and the full force of the U.S.
federal government will be brought
to bear against those who commit
this heinous act.”

“Lynching is a longstanding and
uniquely American weapon of racial
terror that has for decades been used
to maintain the white hierarchy,” said

See TILL, on page 3
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“Girl Scout on the Go” Mobile Shop
Begins Service in Southeast Louisiana

GONZALES, La.— This week,
Girl Scouts Louisiana East will un-
veil “Girl Scouts on the Go,” a fully
outfitted van which will travel around
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the 23 parishes served by GSLE.

“Girl Scouts on the Go” will
deliver uniforms, badges, patches,
learning resources and materials
needed by volunteers where they
live, work and go to school. The
new mobile shop will ensure that
distance, transportation limitations
and operating hours will never be a
barrier to girls having the full Girl
Scout Experience and volunteers get-
ting what they need to effectively
lead troops. The mobile shop will
begin serving the southeast Louisi-
ana community upon its unveiling
Thursday afternoon.

GSLE serves Girl Scouts of
every socioeconomic background
and geographic region in southeast
Louisiana from urban New Orleans
to rural Washington Parish. Recog-
nizing the great need to ensure all
areas in southeast Louisiana are
equitably served, GSLE secured
grant funding to create this acces-
sible alternative.

The Grand Unveiling of “Girl

Scouts on the Go” will take
place from 4 to 6 p.m. Thursday,
March 10, at the Capitol Park
Museum in Baton Rouge. The
event is open to the media and
will include brief remarks by Girl
Scouts Louisiana East CEO Dr.
Rebecca Pennington. In addition,
each participant who makes a
purchase during the event will
receive a free gift of Girl Scout
merchandise.

“Girl Scouts on the Go”
was made possible through a
lead grant from the Huey and
Angelina Wilson Foundation
along with generous support
from the Pennington Founda-
tion, Capital Area United Way
and United Way of St. Charles.

Girl Scouts Louisiana East
will present the newest addi-
tion to its community-focused
services — “Girl Scouts on the
Go” on Thursday, March 10, in

See MOBILE, on page 3
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La. lawmaker proposes plan to
crack down on abortion pills

BATON ROUGE, La. — Sen.
Sharon Hewitt, R-Slidell, wants
to make it illegal to buy abortion
pills without a prescription from
a licensed physician and penalize
companies selling abortion pills
to women without a prescription.

“We think that’s good policy,
it’s good for the health of the woman
and it certainly brings a medical
professional into the conversation,”
said Sen. Hewitt.

The FDA, under the Biden
administration, opened the door
for women to get abortion pills in
the mail.

“I don’t understand how a state
lawmaker can tell me [ can’t goto a
doctor in Mississippi or Texas, that’s
my business,” said Rep. Mandie
Landry, D-New Orleans, who op-
poses the bill.

Rep. Landry tweeted about the
bill Monday, calling it horrible, and
says the mere premise of the bill
is flawed.

“Well, you can’t get them right
now without a prescription any-
where because they are prescription
drugs,” added Rep. Landry.

But Sen. Hewitt says com-
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panies outside of Louisiana are
supplying pills to women anyway.

“Yes, and they’re doing it by
mail order now since December of
2021. And so, there’s no require-
ment for pregnancy tests, you know,
there’s just no checks and balances
when it comes to the health of the
woman,” Sen. Hewitt explained.

The penalty for buying or sell-
ing these pills without a prescrip-
tion, depending on the offense and
your age could range from financial
penalties to jail time.

“While we want to protect
every unborn child, we also want
to make sure these women are not
accessing these abortion pills from
places that aren’t providing good
services and good examinations
of a woman’s current state,” said
Ben Clapper with Louisiana Right
to Life.

Gov. John Bel Edwards leans
away from democrat positions on
abortion and has been vocal about
being pro-life. Rep. Landry is al-
most certain the bill will pass and
the governor will sign it into law.

An attempt was made to reach
Planned Parenthood for comment
but there was no reply from the
group.

This bill will be taken up in the
Senate Health and Welfare Com-
mittee once the session begins on
Monday, March 14.

VETO from page 1

Edwards said that he will allow the
maps to become law without his ap-
proval. He said he did not want those
maps to become a distraction in the
regular legislative session, which
starts Monday.

“I do not believe the Legisla-
ture has the ability to draw new state
House and Senate maps during this
upcoming legislative session with-
out the process halting the impor-
tant work of the state of Louisiana,”
Edwards said.

Rep. Royce Duplessis, a New
Orleans Democrat, applauded the
governor’s veto.

”I commend the Governor’s
decision to veto the congressional
map,” Duplessis said. “It was the
right thing to do. The people of Loui-
siana deserve fair representation.”

Republicans were not as
thrilled.

See VET0, on page 3
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Sen. Barrow to
host District
15 Community
Meeting

BATON
ROUGE, La.
— State Sena-
tor Regina
Barrow, D-
Baton Rouge,
invites district
15 citizens to
a community I Sen. Regina
meeting Sat- Barrow
urday, March
12,2022. This
meeting is co-hosted by PSC (Pub-
lic Service Commission) Commis-
sioner Dr. Craig C. Greene, Dis-
trict 2 and Mr. Lambert Boissiere,
District 3

During this community meet-
ing, attendees can expect to hear
discussion regarding public utilities,
light bills and infrastructure issues
affecting the area. Space is limited
for this event, and interested citizens
are encouraged to pre-register to
ensure they acquire a spot.

Sen. Barrow said, “I hope
our area citizens take advantage
of this opportunity to hear about our
concerns for our city prior to the
start of Legislative Session here in
Louisiana. Our needs for the area,
especially in regards to infrastruc-
ture are going to affect many and
gaining this valuable knowledge
should rank high as a priority to
our leaders and our community.”

Saturday’s community meet-
ing will be held at 10 am in room
1801 of BREC’s main administrative
building at Florida and Ardenwood.
The address for the location is 6201
Florida Blvd., Baton Rouge, 70806.
This meeting will also be available via
Zoom, and individuals can register
by contacting Sen. Barrow’s office
at 225-359-9400.

VOTING from page 1

er’s license, a Louisiana Special ID
or a generally recognized ID with
picture and signature, voters may
use a digital license via LA Wallet.

For more information, con-
tact the Elections Division at
800.883.2805 or elections@so0s.
la.gov.

MOBILE from page 2

Baton Rouge.

This grant-funded mobile shop
will eliminate geographic barriers to
Girl Scouts and volunteers allowing
better access to Girl Scout merchan-
dise and support needed for a full
Girl Scout experience.

TILL from page 1

Congressman Bobby Rush. “Perpe-
trators of lynching got away with
murder time and time again — in
most cases, they were never even
brought to trial. Legislation to make
lynching a federal crime and prevent
racist killers from evading justice
was introduced more than 200 times,
but never once passed into law.

Congressman Troy Carter Funds $17.5 Million In Local Projects

The seven projects funded will provide mental health services, public health research, student services, upgrade
parks, build a new public athletic venue, and more as part of the overall government funding package

WASHINGTON, D.C. -
Congressman Troy A. Carter Sr.
will vote to fund $17.5 million in
Community Project Funding that
he previously secured for Louisi-
ana’s Second Congressional Dis-
trict. The committee released the
full 2022 Appropriations budget
bill earlier today, which includes
funding for seven projects that
were requested and advocated
for by Congressman Carter in
the summer of 2021, as one of
his first acts upon being elected
to Congress.

The full budget also includes
critical funds to lower the cost
of living for working families,
$13.6 billion to support Ukraine
and $15.6 billion to manage coro-
navirus at home and abroad. The
text of the spending package, H.R.
2471, 1s available here and a full
summary of the 12 regular ap-
propriations bills is here.

The community projects an-
nounced today will directly benefit
the people of Louisiana’s Second
Congressional District, funding
upgrades to parks and student ser-
vices at Xavier University, build-
ing a public athletic venue in New
Orleans’ 9th Ward, implementing
multi-modal transportation im-
provements, increasing mental
health services and jumpstarting
public health research.

“This is a historic day for
southeast Louisiana,” said Con-
gressman Carter. “These seven
projects have the potential to do
an enormous amount of good in
Louisiana’s Second Congressio-
nal District, and I am so proud to
have fought for their inclusion
and funding in this Congres-
sional appropriations package.
This $17.5 million in funding an-
nounced today will go directly to
our community, funding critical
projects that will help boost our
local economy as well as improve
the health, well-being, environ-
ment, and public safety for the
people of southeast Louisiana.”

Congressman Carter con-
tinued, “These funds are part of
the overall government funding
legislation, which delivers trans-
formative federal investments to
help lower the cost of living for
working families, create American
jobs, support our most vulnerable,
tackle COVID-19 and support the
people of Ukraine.”

The funded projects for
Louisiana’s Second Congressional
District are as follows:

1. PROJECT SPONSOR: City

of Baton Rouge

Amount Awarded: $1,000,000
Purpose: The funding will be

used to create the Baton Rouge

Institute for Growth and Healing

VETO from page 2

Sen. Sharon Hewitt, R-Slidell
and chair of the Senate commit-
tee that oversees redistricting,
disagreed with the governor’s
assessment.

She indicated that Repub-
lican lawmakers will see if they
can muster the two-thirds votes
in each chamber needed to over-
ride his veto.

“I am disappointed in the

After Trauma (BRIGHT), a com-
munity-based, trans-disciplinary
resource and service center for
trauma-healing in Baton Rouge.
BRIGHT will build upon the suc-
cess of several trauma-relief ini-
tiatives. It will create a center to
support the health and well-being
of Baton Rouge during a time of
unprecedented collective trauma.

1. PROJECT SPONSOR:
LSU Health New Orleans
Amount Awarded: $2,000,000

Purpose: The funding will be
used for a project to learn more
about the enduring effects of
COVID in Louisiana and better
prepare for successfully manag-
ing any future epidemic through
discovery, research, and training.
As one of the first places with a
major COVID surge, it is impor-
tant to understand what effects
COVID has had on our population
including health care workers and
students.

1. PROJECT SPONSOR: Tu-
lane University
Amount Awarded: $1,000,000
Purpose: The funding will be
used for to create a permanent
home for an important collection
that helps better understand the
pathology, etiology, and epide-
miology of trauma-related neu-
rodegenerative disorders. This
research is vital to understanding
and treating traumatic brain inju-
ries, including among U.S. service
members. It will also help treat
post-traumatic stress and other
physical and psychological health
concerns.

1. PROJECT SPONSOR:
Xavier University
Amount Awarded: $2,500,000
Purpose: The funding will be
used to renovate St. Michael’s, a
residence hall for first-year stu-
dents. The hall is historic, having
been a place of refuge for the Free-
dom Riders in 1963. The renova-
tions would turn the building into
a center for pre-health advising
and STEM education.

1. PROJECT SPONSOR: 9th
Ward Stadium
Amount Awarded: $3,000,000
Purpose: The funding will be
used for to create a public athletic
venue for the 9th Ward of New
Orleans. The 9th Ward Stadium
project is a re-energized initiative
which seeks to provide critically
important recreational facilities for
public school students throughout
eastern New Orleans and which
will serve as an economic catalyst
for the 9th Ward community.

1. PROJECT SPONSOR:
City of New Orleans

Governor's decision to veto the
congressional map & am confident
that the map the legislature passed
meets the requirements of the Vot-
ing Rights Act,” Hewitt tweeted.
“I look forward to the debate on
a veto override.”

Rep. Tanner Magee, R-
Houma, the second-ranking legisla-
tor in the House, said that House
leadership had not yet made a plan
for addressing the veto. Magee said
leadership would likely discuss the
matter Thursday.
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A mount
Awarded:
$5,000,000
Purpose:
The funding
will be used
for multi-modal
transportation
improvements .
along Mor- Troy
rison Road in Carter
New Orleans,
Louisiana. Morrison Road is an
important east-west major roadway
that services a large part of the New
Orleans East area. It directly accesses
the interstate and is a major transit
route in the Regional Transit Au-
thority system and requires major

improvements to enhance safety.

2. PROJECT SPONSOR: Audu-
bon Nature Institute
Amount Awarded: $3,000,000
Purpose: The funding will be
used to renovate Woldenberg Riv-
erfront Park in downtown New Or-
leans. This project would upgrade
transportation and safety features
for southeast Louisiana community
members and millions of annual visi-
tors. This project will revitalize this
30-year-old park and have safety,
mobility, and economic benefits.
These community projects were
selected after conducting compre-
hensive outreach to local groups and
stakeholders. This new initiative is

coupled with stringent eligibility, eth-
ics, and transparency requirements.

The full twelve-bill govern-
ment funding package that the House
will vote on today will help middle
class families with the cost of living,
create American jobs, support the
vulnerable, and give assistance small
businesses and restaurants that are
key to our economic future. Taken
together, the funding for Louisiana’s
Second Congressional District and
the funding increases for critical
government programs will reverse
decades of disinvestment in our com-
munities and strengthen our nation.

BR Pastor
Releases
New Book:
The Purpose
of a Seed

Bishop Charles Wallace
comes from humble beginnings.
He often refers to himself as a
bot from the park, referring to the
area of Baton Rouge, Louisiana,
named Eden Park, where he was
reared. He attributes his success
to the grace of God in his life.

He has been married to
his wife, Gladys, for forty-nine
years. They have been blessed
with three beautiful daughters,
two sons-in-law, grandsons,
Solomon and Samuel, who are
the light of their lives.

Bishop Wallace is the
Senior Pastor of Oasis Chris-
tian Church. Oasis is a church
that loves God, hates sin, and
is always willing to give. The
Purpose of a Seed was inspired
by the Holy Spirit. When read
and applied, this book will be
life-changing.

R
-
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BIS‘HOP CHARLES E. WALL.ACE
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This book will inform you step by step on how a seed produces the
harvest within. The seed is God’s way of reproducing. All of nature
understands the concept. So, get ready to be informed and inspired
for productivity for the Kingdom of God.

ORDER YOUR COPY ON AMAZON
OR CALL OASIS CHRISTIAN CHURCH

(225) 355-8274 amazon
~—

1027 BAKER BUFFALO FESTIVAL

APRIL 14 -

16, 201

3325 Groom Rd Baker LA 70714
SPM — 10PM Thursday
1AM — 10PM Friday & Saturday

LIVE MUSIC

RIDES
VENDORS * PARADE
K RUN /WALK

CAR SHOW

CONTACT DIANNE CLAY AT
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LAUGHTER
IN YOUR BELLY

HOLISTIC HEALTH & WELLNESS

FLAWED, SHAMED,
ACCUSED, AND STILL
HAVE A TESTIMONY

BY DR. GAYLE YOUNg,
HHP, MA,JD

I loved growing up in the
Church. Several schoolteach-
ers attended my home church,
Richardson Chapel COGIC.
All week-long during Women’s
History Month, they, like other
teachers, were in that group teach-
ing about Harriet Tubman, Maya
Angelou, Rosa Parks, and other
wise women who impacted and
changed history. But as soon as we
got to church, in front of Pastor,

.. you all know what happened,
right? ... it was all about Jesus
and what He did for women. |
say this with fun. In any discus-
sion about Jesus and women, my
Godmother, Elmira Wheelock,
always whipped out that concor-
dance and broke that Word down
to the nth degree. I loved how
she loved the Word and taught
itto me. Nan, you impacted my
life- thank you!

As we celebrate Women’s
History Month, I am still waist-
high in the love vibe that I got
from reading the Word of God and
the special place that women had
in Jesus’ ministry and heart. So,
we are talking about the woman in
John 8:5-8 who had been dragged
before Jesus while He was teach-
ing in the temple courts. As a
former District Court Sex Crimes
Prosecutor, I can easily visual-
ize that scene and identify with
how she must have felt. These
religious leaders ganged up on
her, drug her through the crowds
that had gathered to hear Jesus,
and then her accusers didn’t show
up. Liars and cowards are what

ReachiThousandsiWeekly: €Call225-775-2002
toltakeradvantage oflourn'specialirates

I said in my
head, but not
in church. As
they began
to tell Jesus
that she was
an adulter-
ess who had
been caught in A\
adultery, they I Dr. Gayle
indeed forgot Young
or ignored

that the law

required that both the adulterer
and adulteress be put to death.
So, where was that sinner, dude?

Jesus was not about to go
for that, and He began writing
in the dirt with his finger like we
used to do on the dirt floor of our
playhouse at the end of the circle
on Desota Drive in Beechwood.
John 8:7b, Jesus said: “Let any
one of you who is without sin be
the first to throw a stone at her.”
Thank you, Jesus; I love how
He put that Word back on them!
In John 8:9, we see that all the
accusers left, just Jesus and the
Woman were left.

At that moment, Jesus loved
her; instead of condemning her.
He restored her dignity and redi-
rected her life. This woman was
facing a death sentence, but none
of her accusers stayed to blame
her, and Jesus didn’t accuse her
either.

Ladies, Jesus desires the best
for us and wants us to choose
Him. He told her, “Go now and
leave your life of sin.” He just
wanted her to be his daughter. He
wants you and me and all of us

See WOMRN, on page 5
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TRUSTING GOD IN EVERY SITUATION

By Creflo Dollar
World Changers International

Have you ever been in a situ-
ation that suddenly imploded on
itself and fell apart without warning?
Life is unpredictable sometimes, and
things can be great one minute and
scary the next. If we rely solely on
ourselves to accomplish our goals
without any guidance from a higher
power, we won'’t get very far without
running into real trouble. Thankfully
for us, this “higher power” isn’t just
some fuzzy concept, but a God who
knows exactly what we go through
every day of our lives.

When everything goes terribly
wrong with no advance warning,
we don’t have to struggle with it
on our own. We have someone in
our corner who is God in human
form; He’s always interceding on
our behalf. “Now that we know
what we have—Jesus, this great
High Priest with ready access to
God—let’s not let it slip through
our fingers. We don’t have a priest
who is out of touch with our reality.
He’s been through weakness and
testing, experienced it all—all but
the sin. So let’s walk right up to
him and get what he is so ready to
give. Take the mercy, accept the
help” (Hebrews 4:14-16, MSG).
Jesus’ promise to help us and deliver
us from trouble is something we
can confidently believe. Trusting
Him when our back is against the
wall allows Him to turn failure into
success.

The situation may look hope-
less, but looks can be deceiving.
When Peter saw Jesus walking on
water and trusted Him enough to get
out of the boat and do the same, he

gained the abil-
ity to do what
looked impos-
sible. That abil-
ity came from
God, but when
Peter became
afraid, stopped
trusting Jesus,
and fell, Jesus Creflo
still rescued him. I Dollar

And when
the disciples saw
him walking on the sea, they were
troubled, saying, it is a spirit; and
they cried out for fear. But straight-
way Jesus spake unto them, saying,
be of good cheer; it is [; be not
afraid. And Peter answered him
and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid
me come unto thee on the water.
And he said, come. And when Peter
was come down out of the ship,
he walked on the water, to go to
Jesus. But when he saw the wind
boisterous, he was afraid; and be-
ginning to sink, he cried, saying,
Lord, save me. And immediately
Jesus stretched forth his hand, and
caught him, and said unto him, O
thou of little faith, wherefore didst
thou doubt? (Matthew 14:26-31).

When the storms of life
threaten to drown us—and they will
threaten —it takes courage to seek
out God’s direction on what to do.
Having faith means trusting, even
if what we hear from Him doesn’t
make sense at first. When God
tested Abraham’s faith by telling
him to sacrifice his son, Abraham
trusted God (Genesis 22:1-13). God
took Abraham out of a nightmar-
ish situation and turned the bad
into good; He continues to do this
even now.

with all thine heart; and lean not
unto thine own understanding. In
all thy ways acknowledge him, and
he shall direct thy paths” (Proverbs
3:5,6). When we ask Him for help,
we’ll be amazed at what He can do.

Disaster can show up unan-
nounced in our lives at any time and
in any form, but there’s no reason
to walk in fear. Jesus has given us
His authority over adversity; having
faith in this prevents adversity from
overcoming us. “Trust in the Lord

THE MOTHER'S BEANCH

You know Sieter Teal,
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In this was manifested the LOVE of God toward us,
because that God Sent his only begotten son into
the world that we might live through him. 1John 4:9

Bishop

Hour of Power
Sunday Sch
Church Servic

Communior
Bible Study Wed
Sister/Brotherhood

Good Shepherd Full Gospel B.C.

The People’s Church
2865 Mission Drive ® Baton Rouge, 70805 © Telephone (225)356-5873
H. Hayes, Pastor

.12 Noon Each Wednesd ay

4524 East Brookstone Drive
Baton Rouge, LA 70805
www.occbr.org
See Website for Service
and Streaming Live Times

ASIS

CHRISTIAN CHURCH /¢

BISHOP CHARLES E. WALLACE, PASTOR

CAMPHOR MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
8742 Scenic Highway - Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807
Telephone: (225) 775-4106  Fax: (225) 615-8359
Rev. Kermit Curtis “KC” Roberson, M.Div., MPA Senior Pastor

SUNAay SChOOL ....cuveieieieieiieieiiceeeeeeee s 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service.............. Ist, 3rd. & 4th Sundays ........... 10:55 a.m.
Contemporary Worship ......... 2nd & 5th Sunday................. 8:00 a.m

(And any Sunday that falls on a Holiday)

Sundays at 10am
Wednesday Inspi
Service 7pm

® Youth ministry every Sunda:
e Women's Ministry 2nd Satu

SENIOR PASTOR

Kingdom Life Family Center

BISHOP DESIGNATE DOROTHY DANIEL

KINGDOM LIFE

rational

y and Wednesday
rday's

HEBREWS 6:1

THE BRWEEKLY PRESS CHURCH
DIRECTORY ADVERTISE YOUR

* Church Services and  STARTING AT ONLY

programs
$1 o per week

* Streaming Live URL
* FREE first priority
announcement place

Bible Study........ Wednesday, Men’s Mid-Day Study....... 12:00 p.m.
Disciple Bible Study................. Wednesday .......cccevevenene 5:30 p.m.
Prayer Ministry........ccccecevcncnens Tuesday ......ccoevvevvenenncnne. 6:00 p.m.

8894 AIRLINE HWY. BATON ROUGE, LA 70815
www.kingdomlifebr.com

For details call 225.775.2002

NE ‘ N ] BIRTH ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH
Dr. Donald R. Ruth, Pastor
1283 Rosenwald Road Baton Rouge, LA 70807

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807 Phone: 225-775-9756

Bishop I. J. Payne, Pastor Web Address: saintjohnbc.org

'THE NEW LIFE' Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.
— 2 Corinthians 5:17

= ‘ ot e TR : - — - -
5856 Greenwell Springs Road ¢ Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806
Telephone: (225) 926-0246 * Facsimile: (225) 925-8022

SUNDAY SUNDAY
Toll Free: 888-700-6174
WORSHIP SCHOOL Websites: www.newhopebr.com
Every Sunday Every Sunday
at 11:30 AM. at 9:30 A.M. Rev. Leo Cyrus Sr., Pastor
- HOUR O CHURCH SCHEDULE
COMMUNION POWER SUNAaY MOMNING WOTSTID v 10:45 AM
v rd Sun E Frid. i
Qi o oo LTS SUDDET s 31d Sundays
SUTIORVESEINOOL .ot s g e 9:30 AM
PIAYET SBIVICE ....ovvoeees oo Wed. @6:00 PM
Dr. Donald Ruth, Pastor BIDIE SHUAY...ov s Wed-@7:00 PM

Worship Times:
Mission Statement: New Hope Baptist Church is a family of baptized believers
who worship the Lord our God in spiritand in truth, teach the saved to reach the
lost and minister to the needs of others, while encouraging one another through
acts of love and living in obedience to Gods Word

CrossWalk Classes: Sundays 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM
Sunday Worship Experience: 11:00 AM

. Uplift Training: Thursdays 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Radio Broadcast 1st and 3rd Sunday WXOK at 8:00am
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FOR BUSINESS

PANDEMIC AND HURRICANE RECOVERY
SPECIALS CALL TO RESERVE YOUR SPACE
IN THE BRWEEKLYPRESS
BUSINESS DIRECTORY 225.775.2002 TODAY!

Certified Tax Accountant

MG

Accounting & Finance Group LLC

BRIDGET MONTGOMERY

4910 Monticello Blvd., 5te C

Cell PH: 407.630.2947 Baton Rouge, LA 70814

ENGINEERING CONSULTANTS AND CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT SERVICES

0/ WTAA ENGINEERS

“Team Working For Success Through Quality Performance”

Civil Engineers Needed
W.T. Winfield, Manager
2622 North Street, Baton Rouge, LA
222-383-0822 or 1-866-324-WTAA Toll Free

GJW Distributors, LLC

13937 Malbec Ave.
Baton Rouge, LA 70816

Ph: 225-292-0305
Cell: 225-405-3427
Fax: 225-292-0307

Email: cjw7@att.net

CARL WOODS www.cjwdistributors.com

President

|mates Enmmercnal and Resldential

Jeremiah Sadler

Owner

225-400-3862

Tayla Hickman

JayladTaids

Cleaning Service

Residential & Commercial * General and Full Service
FREE ESTIMATE

225.572.7677 « taylahickman@gmail.com

Y ordes Insurance Sroup™

Gloria Brandon

Independent InsuEne Agent
Mult-StaE

Cell:225.247.6216 | Fax:985.259.8548
gbrandon@lordesig.com

wivew lordesig.com

Life-Health-Annuities-Medicare Options
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McDonald’s, Coke, Starbucks Join Others Exiting Russia

The companies join a growing list of brands that have cut off Russian ties.

Add McDonald’s , Coca-
Cola, Starbucks , and Burger King
to the list of American companies
abandoning operations in Russia
after the country invaded Ukraine.

On Tuesday, after days of
criticism for failing to act quickly
since the late-February attack on
Ukraine, fast-food chain McDon-
ald’s (ticker: MCD) announced it
is temporarily closing all 850 of
its restaurants in Russia and will
pause all operations in the market.

In addition, Coca-Cola (KO)
announced it is suspending its
business in Russia, and Starbucks
(SBUX), which operates 130 cafés
in Russia, all owned and operated
by franchisees, is suspending all
operations there, including ship-
ments of Starbucks products.

McDonald’s CEO Chris
Kempczinski said in an email to
employees and franchisees that it
was “impossible to predict” when
those restaurants in Russia could
reopen.

McDonald’s entered the Rus-
sian market in 1990, just before
the collapse of the Soviet Union
the next year. The New York
Times reported that an estimated
30,000 people lined up to try its
burgers for the first time.

But a growing number of
companies in the West, includ-

ing oil majors Shell (SHEL) and
BP (BP), as well as financial ser-
vices companies such as Visa (V),
Mastercard (MA) and American
Express (AXP), and big tech com-
panies such as Apple (AAPL),
Netflix (NFLX) and Microsoft
(MSFT) have all stopped opera-
tions there.

In a brief statement on Tues-
day, Coke said “Our hearts are
with the people who are enduring
unconscionable effects from these
tragic events in Ukraine.”

Yum! Brands (YUM) is redi-
recting the profits from its 1,000
KFC restaurants and 50 Pizza Hut
restaurants in Russia, nearly all
franchise-owned, to humanitarian
relief, has suspended restaurant
development and investment in
Russia, and donated $1 million
to the Red Cross.

Burger King is donating
profits from its 800 Russian
restaurants to relief efforts and
giving $2 million worth of food
vouchers to Ukrainian refugees,
AP reported.

In the email, Kempczinski
said McDonald’s had seen sup-
ply chain disruptions and other
operational issues and is closely
monitoring the humanitarian situ-
ation.

“Our values mean we can-

not ignore the needless human
suffering unfolding in Ukraine,”
Kempczinski said the email. “The
conflict in Ukraine and the hu-
manitarian crisis in Europe has
caused unspeakable suffering to
innocent people. As a System, we
join the world in condemning ag-
gression and violence and praying
for peace.”

The CEO said McDonald’s
will continue paying its 62,000
workers in Russia.

McDonald’s has also tem-
porarily closed 108 restaurants
in Ukraine and is still paying
the salaries of its nearly 10,000
Ukrainian employees. It donated
$5 million to its employee assis-
tance fund and is supporting local
relief efforts led by the Interna-
tional Red Cross.

Chicago-based McDonald’s
said in recent regulatory filings
that its restaurants in Russia and
Ukraine contributed about 2% of
sales and about 9% of its annual
revenue, or about $2 billion.

McDonald’s owns 84% of its
restaurants in Russia and all of
its locations in Ukraine.

TALKS from page 1

first time we’ve seen shouting in
response to so-called atrocities,”
repeating a Russian line that the
hospital had already been captured

by Ukrainian “ultra radicals.” He
presented no evidence for this
claim.

He also said that pregnant
women had been taken away from
the hospital days ago, despite video
evidence to the contrary which

showed pregnant women being
carried from the hospital follow-
ing the missile strike.

U.N. Secretary-General An-
tonio Guterres has condemned
the attack, calling it “horrific” in
a Twitter post.

TESTIMONY from page 4

to be his daughters. Jesus already
paid the price, and He does not care

about our sins; He cares about us
and where we spend eternity. My
Sister, your past doesn’t matter.
You still have a testimony.

If you want to share your tes-

A BRAND OF
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STYLE AND

timony and encourage our read-
ers, please email me at gayle@
laughterinyourbelly.com or call
me at 225-443-WELL (9355). 1
love you. - Gayle

SOPHISTICATION

Entergy cass
action lawsuit
sent back

to state court
for decision

Entergy’s efforts to move to
federal court a class-action lawsuit
filed by Louisiana customers due to
massive blackouts as a result of the
failure of their 8-line power transmis-
sion system into the metro area of
New Orleans have failed, according to
adecision issued by the U.S. Eastern
District Court.

U.S. District Judge Eldon Fal-
lon ruled in his decision that Entergy
failed to prove a local court was not
the proper jurisdiction to resolve the
claims filed by Louisiana customers
against Entergy Corporation, Entergy
New Orleans LLC and Entergy Loui-
siana LLC after the main 70-year-old
utility tower located in Avondale hold-
ing the eight transmission lines fell
into the Mississippi River following
the 2021 Hurricane Ida.

"The reality this is a state case
under state law involving a cata-
strophic failure in Louisiana’s power
system with Louisiana domiciliaries
and Louisiana injuries," said Interim
Class Counsel Celeste Brustowicz.

Orleans District Court Judge
Rachel D. Johnson will now con-
sider the class action for which she
appointed Attorney Juan LaFonta and
Stuart H. Smith, Barry Cooper, Ms.
Brustowicz, and Andrew Jacoby of
Cooper Law Firm of New Orleans as
well as Interim Class Counsel in 2021.

Entergy customers paid rate in-
creases to maintain and build stronger
and redundant transmission systems
as protective measures in New Or-
leans, according to the original filed
class action suit. The class action
lawsuit states that Entergy created a
system that could not and would not
sustain even a minor hurricane with
wind gusts at or below 100 MPH.
Entergy made the decision to not
invest in the underground transmis-
sion of electricity or other measures
required for withstanding hurricanes
and predicted climate change, which
in an environment like Southeast Lou-
isiana, would have assured regular,
consistent, and sustained protected
service to all their customers.

“This decision upholds the steps
our group of experts and attorneys
have taken to stand up for people
and businesses injured as a result of
Entergy’s negligence and failure to
transmit energy to its customers. We
seek to hold Entergy responsible to
their ratepayers, rather than passing on
their deficiencies in their infrastruc-
ture and actions as an act of God,”
said Mr. LaFonta.

SUITSIeIHATS ®!SHOES ISHIRTS e/FASHION ACCESSORIES
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Visit The Syle Master
"Mr. Super Cool
Keith B. O'Connor"

6180 Airline Hwy
Baton Rouge, La. 70805

225.357.5796

Classifieds

Sell your stuff, advertise jobs or a place to rent. You can do it ALL here!

¥
 PLAGE AN AD_

For legals, please call the
Classified Department at (225) 225.775.2002
or email brweeklypress@yahoo.com

[ SELL YOUR CAR - 1 month for $80

| | ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS - 1 month for $150 | | ADVERTISE ON 247praiseradio.com |

FIND IT ALL IN THE GLASSIFIEDS » 225.775.2002

CYNTHIA M. DUNN,
o7 REALTOR

AETER|
e "DUNN

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70827
Cell: 225.302.4598 « Hm: 225.752.5440
Email: cynthiadunn@innerspacebr.com
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TO ADVERTISE HERE, CALL THE BATON ROUGE

WEEKLY PRESS AT 225.775.2002
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BIG SALE!

EVERYTHING
ABSOLUTELY MUST GO'

COME BY AND MAKE BEST OFFER

L Mu51ca1 Instruments M Tables and Chairs B Office Equlpment
1283 ROSENWALD RD. BATON ROUGE, LA 225.747.8611

Social Media

The BRWeekly Press looking for hire
social media and emarketing team
member . Please call The BR Weekly
Press at 225.775.2002

The Weekly Jress
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EOUISIANAS,

LET’S GIVE
COVID THE BOOT!

Louisianans come from all different walks of life.
Whether you work in an office or on a farm. Put out
traps or put out fires. Dribble a ball or walk the mall.
It’s time we all stepped up and gave COVID the boot.

If you’re vaccinated, get the booster for maximum
protection. If you’re not, get vaccinated so you don’t
get sick or pass the virus on to someone who is
vulnerable like a tiny baby or an older adult.

DEPARTMENT OF

HEALTH

BK‘N—G B—ACK ELOUISIANA

To book your free vaccine or booster, visit vaccines.gov. ‘QUISIANA

or call 855-453-0774 to speak with a trusted medical professional.




